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This Work has been prepared with great care and labor and 
preeeiKs the following claims to Uie patronage of the people of 
New York. 

It gives historical eketchea of the first settlement of the slate, 
and of each County, cQinpiled Irom the moet aothenlic sour- 
ces, also the date of the settlement of each town, in ciirono- 
logicai order. 

It presents the Geography of tlie State, acccmfanied by 
Maps of the State, and of each Cminlj,— correctly (.eliceaiine 
the coun^ and town lines of bounilaryj and representing the 
localities of the most important cities and villages. 

These maps are of very great importance to the scholar and 
reader of ihis work, aiding hira in his ktowledge ol loiaJity, 
without which all geographical research is only superEcial. 

In. ttie absence of a reference map, ihey Eerveasasubslitute 
to a good degree, especially in defining the boundaries of coun- 
ties and towns, being Iree hom names, ihey are perleetly die- 
tinct to the eye. 

It also gives all the most valuable particulars of (he late Geo- 
logical Survey, not only in relation to the Geology and Min- 
eralogy, but alpo to the Eotany and Zoology of tl.e State. 

To the Politician it is a valuable manual, furniehirg him wilh 
the new Conslitutioii, the organization ol the difle.rent depart- 
ments of the Slate Govert.mect, the hiatol-y of the land pur- 
chases, which have been the source of nmch coniroversy in the 
State, and the Statistics of wealth, manulactures and popu- 
lation in each County. 

To the Iriend ol' education, this book is valuable on account 
of its full and accurate siatistics of the hisiory, progress, and 
present condition of the Public Eihools, the IS'ornial EchooJ, 
the Universities, Colleges and Academies in tiie state, togeilier 
with tlie Common School System.* 

It is emphatically a book fob. the family, and as Euch we 
offer it to the people of the Stale of New York, 

)f Count)' Eupeiiniendanl cf 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL GEOGRAPHY. 



PHYSICAL FEATURES OF NEW YORK. 

DBtarf discovery, leraf" "' "'" " '' ¥ai™tio™'n iMS, «eij5.8M,oss, 

Boundaries. New York is bounded NorfJi by Lake Ontario, 
the river St, Lawrence and Canada; East by Vermont, Maasa- 
chusetts and Connecticut ; South by the Atlantic Ocean, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania; West by Pennsylvania, Lake Erie 
and the Niagara river. 

Its extreme length from North to SoTith is 310 milea; from 
East to West, including Long Island, 408 miles ; exciusive of 
that island 340 miles. It extenda from 40° 30' to 45" North 
Latitude, and from 5° 05' East to 3" 55' West Longitude from 
Washington, 

General Feaiwres. The Hudson and Mohawk rivers natu- 
rally divide the State into three sections, of unequal size. 

The first comprisesLong Island, and that portion of the State 
lying east of the Hudson river and Lake George. The second 
embraces all of the State lying north of the Mohawk and Os- 
wego rivers ; and the third and largest, the vast, fertile tract, 
south of those two rivers. These three sections may be called 
the Eastern, Northern and Southern. 

The ranges of mountains of these different sections are nu- 
merous, and some of them quite elevated. 

In the Eastern division, the Taghkanie range forms the east- 
ern boundary of the state, from Lake Champlain to Putnam 
county. At tKis point it turns southwest ward, and the Hudson 
forces a passage through it. 

On the west side of the Hudson it assumes the name of the 
Kittatmg mountains, and continues its course, into New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, under that name'. 

The Northern section, comprising that portion of the State 
lying north of the Mohawk and Oswego rivers, has six ranges 
of mountains running northeasteriy. 
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1. The Palmertown range, some portions of whinh have also 
received the names of Black, and Tongue mount aine. 

the tongue of land wblch separates Lak? Geozge from Lake Ctamplsdn. And 
HnslLy lermmales in bo)d and precipttomt cU£, at the shore of the latter laks, 
south of Ticwnderoga. 

2. The KayftderoHBeras, or Luzerne mountains. 

These are about an railea wide and eeventy long, running from Monigomeiy 
" )., TImiugh Saratoga and Warren oounltes, along the Western side of Lake 



e Mohawk forcea a passage tl" 
vreEKzn enreniity- 'I'laa range divides the waters flavviH!! info i 
IVom those dtnvii^ into the Moiiawk and 
Marcy, Mclntyre, McManin ond Dial mi 
sate, being S46T f^et above tide water. 

4. The Au Sable, or Peru range. 

TBiB range commences in Montgomery Co., and, running psranel with tlie 
others through FuHon, Hamillou ond Eaaei counliee, terminales in the Eoulh 

It is one hundred and sixty miles Long, and higher tlian rlie preceding mngea. 
White Face, its toitiesi peak, is 2000 ftet in height. 

5. The Chateaugay range. 

of the Itaa'Bljergs, hi Hetkhner Co., it matntahiB an allLlude of nearljr 3000 feet 
through the coimties of HsmiHnn, Franklin and Clinton ; and crossing Ibe Canada 
tine terminates upon tbe Canada plains. 

6. A range commenciDg ten or twelve miles from the oorth- 
em extremity of the Chafeangay range, and trending along the 
slope of the St. Lawrence. 

This has been Wile esplored, and ie of leas extent than Iho last. The St. Kegis, 

The Northern eeetion has also two smaller ridges ivorthy of 
notice. 

1 . The Highlands of Black river. 



2. The Haesencleaver mountain 

Haasencleaver ridge, eilending from Hertar 
the apace between the Highlands and the Mohe 
— about nine miles broad at Its base — amd has : 
nine hundred k9t, with a rohUig surface 
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The third, or Southern section may be suhdivided into two 
distinct portions— the Eastern and the Western. 
The Easterndivisionhaa three distinct ranges ofmountainB, 

1. The Highlands of Orange and Pulnam counties, running 
to the northeast. 

2. The Shawajigunk, running in a simifar direction, and dtkl- 
Ing the valley of the Rondout. 

3. The Catsltitl, or Kaatsberg, whose direction is northwest 
through the couatica of Ulster, Albany and Schoharie, to the 
valley of the Mohawk. Those portions ofthis range lying in the 
coiihties of Albany and Schoharie, are called the Helderberg 



The southwestern section, also called western New York, 
gradually rises, from the shore of Lake Ontario, ti!i-it obtains 
its liighesl elevation, in the southern tier of counties. 

The fttBi of the terraces, coQipoatug this DscenC, ntenda from the Geneaee river, 
near Boohester, lo the felfs of Niagara, al Lewialown, a dialanoe of eighly rnUes, 
and trom sil to ten mfJes in width. It ia called Itie Bidge Road, and is suppoEed 
once to have formed Uie shore of Lake Onlaiio, It U gboul three hundred feet 
Rbove lbs stubcs of Uie Lake. 

The second eitends from this ridge road lo tlie fella of tlie GencBeo, at Nuoda 
and PorlogevillB, where there is another abrupt declivity of nearly 300 feet. 

This surmounted, [he ascent la e'adual to the summit level, at a height of 
151)0 to aooo feet in the touthem portion of Chautauijue, Catlaraugus, Allegany 
and Steuben counties. 

These terraces, though aD quite fertile, are each characlorixed by a dijferetice 



NOTB. The following table prw 
principal summlLa of El d 
[onnt Marey, Adirondac Oro 



"'"-oil 



» McMarfln, " 
Dial Mountain or Nipple T 

Mount dEvrard, Adlronde 
Round Top, CalskiU mountahi 
High I'eak, ■• 
Pine Orcliard, " 



M™ri>efiai,ce7nearT 60 

Harbor HiU, Lfflig Islan 

Lakes. New York abo g b d 

rounded by the most lovely scenery. 

Lake Erie, lying on the western border of the state, is the 
most extensive. It is 868 miles in length, and from 30 to 50 in 
breadth. 

ItB eurfeqe is greatly elevoled, being .^65 feel above tide water, and 334 above 
exceed ISO. Only 80 mUes of its coast lie within the stalo, end theie afford but 
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momhB. it la BUhJeot to slomie of great vlolenoe. Araa of the lake 8030 sq, lilUes. 

Nora. The amoHnl of huainesa on I^Uto Erie is much greater than Ihal upon 
Buy olharof our inland seas. Iq 1845 the amount of ahipplni, reiistared, enrolied 
etui lioenaed, for the district of Buflblo alone, was about ^000 ranaj and thla 
waa but a email portion of that aniplored upon the Ishe. 

In IBM morB than 40,000 urns of sfilppbig were owned by the imerioan porla 
on tlutl&ke, aaida ftom Oib BngUah Bfilpplng, and (bat coming from other lakea. 

^JTm^'lakB trade of lW6°w»s'Mima^d at''|r:K,000,000, of which probably 
three-Ihurtha passed over Lake Brie. 



The commerce of Lake Ontario is eilensiiie ; and its porta open osnally earlier 
than those of lalie Erie. Of Uieae, Uia prhioipal, lyii^ in the a»te of Neiv York, 
Ere Oaweeo, Sacketls Harbor, and Port Genesee or Charlotte. It is less aubjeot lo 
Violent storms and heavy awella than lahe Erie. Ila area ia 5400 eq. miles. 

Lake Champlain, forming a portion of the eastern boundary, 
is a Ions' and narrow sheet of water, of great beauty and con- 
taining a number of fine iajands. Of these, Valtour and Schuy- 
ler, besides several smaller islets, belong to New York; the 
others to Vermont 

III eiticme lengtii Is 134 miles ; ita breadth varies from 40 rods to 14 miles ; 
end its depth from S4 lo 383 feeL In the winler it ia uauslly entirely cloned by 
ice fbr about two months. During the remahider of the year, large steamers 
and ekwps navigale ila waters, richly freighted with Uie produce of Ibe cnuntiea 

Lake George, or Horicon, named by the French, Lao Sacra- 
ment, on account of the purity of its waters, lies south of Lake 
Champlain. 

It is two or three miles in breadth and thlrty-siT in length. Its eurfoce is 243 
feel above tide water. It diaclrargcs itself into lake Champlain by a descent of 
150 feet. A steamboat plies upon its waters during (he aummer. 

The lake la anrrounded by hiDs, towering lo the height of laOO or 1500 feet. 
The numerous islands which stud its plactd surlhce ; the transparency of Us wa- 
ters, which reveals the pebWes beneath, at a depth of 40 feel ; and the lich and 
varied scenery winch surrounds it. aU combine to render it one of the most de- 
hghtful rcBoris in the slate, to Uie invalid or the man of busineaa. 

The northern portion of the State abounds with small lakes, 
seldom exceeding six or eight mites in length, and two or three 
in breadth. Their number is probably not less than 300. 

Some of these, among the Adirondaek group of raoimlalns, are greatly elevated. 
Avalanche lake, in EisacI county, is 300D feet, Colden lake, In tbe same countf, 
B750 ftet, and Eaokei l^e, hi Hamilton conniy. 1731 feet above tide water. 

The central portion has a chain of' Iake« of considerable size 
and importance. 
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They eitend througb the eountjea of Oneiii.i. Oswegn, Onondaga, Cayuga. 
Seneca, Vatea, OnUiio and Livingston ; nnd are liRrdly eutpaaeed in beauTiiiil and 
picturesque scenery. 

The principal lakes in this chain are Seneca, Cayuga, Oneida, 
Crooked and Canandaigua. 

SOaiaeOOfeetdeep, andfrom4D0 toTOO f^et above the surface of the Atlantic. 

The Other lakes, connected with this cheun, are Onondaga, 
Cross, Otisco, Cazenovia, Skeneateiea, Owasco, Honeoye, Can- 
adice and Conesus, 

The only other lakes of importance are Otsego and Canade- 
ra^ in Otseg'o cotinty, and Chautauque, in Chautaiique county. 

Rivers. The Hudson, 320 miles in length, is thelargest river 
lying wholly in the State, and one of the finest navigable streams 
in the United States. It rises among the Adirondack group of 
mountains, and flows almost directly South to the bay of New 
York. It is navigable for steamboats of the largest size, and 
sloops, to Troy, 160 miles from its mouth. 

In the number and magnificence of its sleamere, and in the eitont of busineta 
done upon its Katsra, ll la probably BurpasBCd oniy by the Obio and MiBaiaaippi 

leHoosickonthe 

Tlie Hoosick, rieing tn BerliBhire county, Maas., tuns northwest and weal, aiid 
fUmlehes many line mill seats. 

The Mohawk lakes irs rise in Oneida and Lewis counties. It pursues al first 
a southerly course ; then, cliangiis to east souUieaBt, it forms the vaUey of the 

The other tributariesof the Hudson are, on the east, Schroon 
branch, the outlet of Schroon lake ; Battenkill, Kinderhook and 
Croton rivers; on the west, WaJlkill, Rondout, Esopue, Kaat- 
erskill and Sacandaga, besides several smaller streams. 

The St. Lawrence forma the northwestern boundary of New 
York, for a hundred miles ; and is the outlet of the great Amer- 
icEm l^es. 

It conveys to the ocean a laiget body of water (ban any other river in the 
world, except the Amazon, It is navigablo (Br sloops as tir as OgdensbLirg, 60 
Iniliie from Lake Ontario. Below this point, the frequent rapids render naviga- 
tion dUGcBlt and dangerous. 

The Thousand Islands lie near its junction with Lake Ontario, a ponion of 
which, and some others belong 10 the United Slates, This group actually esceeds 

The Oswego is the next in importance in the State. Its 
whole length Is 130 miles. 

Under the name of Mud creek, it rises in Ontario county, and fiowing easterly 
receives, through tiie Canandaigua outJec, the waters of Canandaigua Jake, I'ro- 
eeeding eastivatdl^ under the name of the Clyde, it receives tbe waters of Seneca 
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Bui Cayuga labes lluougli their comioon outlet, and assuiit^s Ihe name of Scacca 
river. After a eUU fenher enlargemeut by Ibe waters of Onondaga lake, il takea 
the title of Oswego river ; and suddenly ourting lowaras the norfliwfiat, collects 
from lite Oneida river Its tribute of the waters of Oneida lalie, and disctiarges itself 
inlo Lake Ontario, It has about lOD feet &II aHer assuming the name of Oswego 
riser, and fUmishes, by Us conslanl supply of water, valuable mill privileges. 
Seven Uwusand square iniles of territory are drained by lis waters ; and, by means 
of the Oswego Canal and k>c)is, it is navigable for its whole eiieni. 

The Allegany river, one of the sourcea of the Ohio, takes its 
rise in Allegany county, and i« navigable for steamers of small 
drafl; from Olean, a distance of about 40 miles, to the state line. 

The Suaiiuehanna and Delatvare both talce their rise In this 
state, and, Ihough not navigable to any considerable extent, 
afford line seats for mills. 

The other principal rivets of the state are, the Niagara, which 
is the connecting link between Lakes Erie and Ontario, and 
forms the celebrated falls of the same name; 

The Genesee, distinguished for its immense water power, 
and for being the feeder of the Genesee Valley Canal ; 

The Black, the third river in size, lying wholl) m the state 
and also discharging its waters into Lake Ontario j it is 120 
miles in length, and navigable for 40 miles 

The Chenango and the Chemung, important tribut,irieE ol 
the Susquehanna ; 

The Oswegatchie, riEing in Herkimer counts the principal 
tributary of tlie St. Lawrence, 

Tlie other streams flowing into the St. Lawrencp are Indnn 
Graase, Racket, St, Regis and Salmon n\ers 

Chazy and Saranac are the chief streams flnwm^ into Lake 
Champlain. ___________ 

CLIMATE OP NEW YORK.* 

From the extent and diversity of its siirl&ce, it is impossible 
to give a general description of the climate of New York, which 
would apply with equal truth to each section of the state. We 
can only say that it is subject to great extremes of heat and 
cold; and that, although in the same latitude, which in Europe 
produeea the fig, the olive Emd the grape, its more severe cli- 
mate admits only ofthe culture of the Iwirdier plants and grains. 

The state, though subject to sudden and severe changes, 
may be considered healthy. The number ofdeaths to the popu- 
lation is not greater than in the other states ; nor do malignant 
diseases prevail to any considerable extent. 



"r^ Journa^oV fl^icuHuiB. 
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pravailing maladies ; in the west 
lent. Cholera Infantum le a coJ 
cities and large towns, during tht 

En^ond, "' " ■ ■■ 



to the a 









tion of be 



m the climBle of the state. 

In order to present more clearly the peculiar characteristics of 
the climate to the scholar, we shall divide the staf« into six dis- 
tricts, viz. Ist, Long Island; 3d, The valley of the Hudson; 3d, 
The valley of the MohawU; 4th, The district north, and north 
eaet of the Mohawk, extending from Lake Ontario to Lake 
Champlain ; 5th, The district south and south west of the valley 
of the Mohawk, extending from the valley of the Hudson to 
the smaller Lakes; and 6Ih, Thceoimfry west of the smaller 
Lakes. 

The following table, prepared with great care, eihiblts the mean, or avetage 
temperature; the mean annual maximum, oc highest degree of '■— ■■ ■' 



Uie Therm 






length and fbr- 



........... 


Average 


No. of 


No. of 
Obaer-mlloiia, 


Rnbns firat seen, - 
Hhadbushn bloom, - 

PlSn^Lm"'"' ' 

Apple hi hloonu ' - 
J.Ke in bloom!; - 

Wheat harroBl commenced, 

S3SSS - - - • - 


II 
m 


1 


aw 

16G 


Uean annual maiimum of heat, Si.0 (V 
Mean annual mbibnnm.belDV' zero, 1£0IXI' 
Mean ann. range of the thermon,eter,ll04= 00- 


s 


'M 



™.. , er (heclimats of the several dislricta, in 

ve have dirlded the slate, in their order. 

1st District. Long Island. 
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: Hampton, it is a fuH month, and at Jamaica and riatbuab, nearly three 
ks. later than the BTeiage of the elsle. 

2d District. The Galley of the Hudaaa. 
hiB valley is temarkable for the great annual range of tho theimometer ; the 
1 of anmmer and the cold of winter being eQUally intense. The average tarn- 
bture of Albany ia nEoily 2° higher than that of the elate. The eilreme coM 
whiter at Klnderhook, Lanaingbuigh. Cambria, Salem and eranville, eailaci 
mercury to Hnk 10° lower than In the southern towns of the vaUey. TIm 



degree of tempers 



stnaller Lakes. 




iste ocsur from 4 lo 13 daj 


ut 3= lower than thai 
■s earlier. VegetaUon 
1 other sections. 



tuK being 31° lower than that of the state; yet (he cold of winter is not eo in- 
tense, nor do the aulamnal frosts octur as early there, as hi tlie state generally. 
6th District. That portion of the State West of the small Lakes. 

The climate of this section, like Ihai of Long Island, is oharaolerlzed by unl- 
(brmity. The mean temperature does not differ materially ^om that of tbe 
whole BiaiE, hut tire arerage annual range of the thermometer is only 96°. while 
that of the stale is 104°. 

Vegetation in Die spring is somewhat in advance of the slate gcneially, cor- 
fesponding with that of Alliany. 

The prevalent local wind of this region is from the southwest. In the autumn 

on Lake Erie, probably owing lo its meeting wiUi other currents of wind, it fre- 
quently manii^B extraordinary fUry jn September and October, and oeeaslonally 
produces disastrous shipwrecks. 

The eiueme heat of summer is very uniform throughout tbe slate. Only 5 

which is 9i!o. 

The average time threughoiil the whole state, ftom the bloonUng of (he apple 
tree, m ihe first killing fttisl in autumn, ia 174 toys. On tlie west end of Long 
Isleijd it is 13} days more; and in 8t Lawrence county 33 days less. These 
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I. GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY. 

Gbologtt may be defined as that science which treats of the struc- 
ture of the earth, and the substances which compose it. 

An esamination of the banks of rivers, the sldeaof precipices, 3lc., 
ah owa that there are two kinds, or classes of rocks ; the one being de- 
posited in layers, or strata, of variable thickness, are called stTal^d 
rocka, and bear evidence of having been, at some tcmote period, de- 
posited as a sediment, fVom Water ; the other irregular in shape, con- 
taining numerous crystals, andmestof the metals in common use, and 
formingthe basis of Ihelolty mountain chains, are termed unslratijied 
rocki, and were undoubtedly brought into their present form by the 
action of fire, which Chen existed, and probably still esists, in the in- 
terior of Ihe earth. 

Granite is the principal constituent of the unstcatificd rocks, and 
probably formed the original crust of the earth. It still exists below 
all the other rocks Owing, however, to violent convulsions of na- 
ture, (such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, Stc.,) which have 
occurred since the layers above it were deposited, it has in many 
places been forced up through Assures in these layers, so as to ap- 
pear on the surfoce, or has raised them up, so as to form mountains or 
hills. If these were still covered with water, ot became again sub- 
merged by a subsequent convulsion, new la jers were again di 
frequently at considerable angles with the first deposit.' 
The figure represents such a^ 



e, represents the unBttatilledrock npon which the layers J, b, had 
been deposited in a botiaontal position^ but by a convulsion of na- 
ture, the whole masshadbeen upheaved, and the granite had forced 



. I, Google 



22 STATE OF NliWYORK. 

its way to the surface; being iiowever fitill submerged, new layers 
c, c, were deposited, at an angle of nearly 45o with the first. 

Hypersthene and primitive limestone also occur among the un- 
Btratined rocks. 

The Stratified Rocks ate divided into six orders or aystems, 
as they are ciilled; viz., — beginning at the lowest strata, or those nest 
succeeding the unstratified rocks, we have, 

I, The Phimaby, oh Primitive Stbtem, consisting of diainte- 

t rated ^anite, deposited by the waters ; and probably again tnadified 
y the action of the subterranean heaL 

The roclts.composingthis system, are known as Kneiss, mica schist, 
and hornblende. There is no eviience of the 
animal or vegetable life, during the period while this 
positing. Nearly all the metals, used in the arts, are found in these 
rocks, and in the granite on which they rest. 

II. Tms Traneitioii System. This syatem embraces a great 
variety of formations, and occupies a large portion of the crust of the 
earth. Its lower strata consist of limestones, sandstones, and shales 
or slaty rocks. Above these, is a layer of sandstone, known as the 
old red sandstone, which is succeeded by a limestone, forming the 
bed of the vast coal formations, which furnish so large an amount of 
fuel to the world. Over these is deposited a magnesian limestone, 
and another layer of red sandstone, distingojahed aa the new red 
sandstone. 

The period, when these depoaits were made, was characterized by 
extraordinary luxuriance of vegetable life. The coal deposits are all 
of vegetable origin, and were reduced to their present form, by the 
influence of heat, decay and pressure. In the rocks belonging to 
this system are also found, in immense quantities, the lower orders 
of animals, shell fish, snails, and a few fishes, and amphibious rep- 
tiles. None of them, however, belong to species now known to be in 



III. The Sbcokdabt System, composed of oolilio limestone, 
greenaand, and olialk. This system contains a large number of fos- 
sils, both animal and vegetable. Among the former are those gigan- 
tic amphibious animals, mostly belonging to the lizard and crocodile 
tribes, whose skeletons, found both on this continent and in Europe, 
have excited so much attention. There are also many shells, fishes, 
insects, and a few quadrupeds. Several hundreds of species of plants 
have been found in the secondary rocks. These fossils, vegetable 
and animal, with scarcely an exception, belong to extinct species. 

IV. The Tbbtiary System. This consists of deposits of clay, 
sand and gravel, in some instances hardened into rock, but generally 
containing evidence of the comparative recantneas of its deposition. 
It containa an immense number of fossils, both animal and vegetable ; 
of these about la per cent, have been identified as belonging to ex- 
isting species, and the remainder generally bear a marked resem- 
blance to plants and animals now in existence, which the fossils of 
the earlier periods do not. 

V. The DiLtrviAL Deposits, called also the erratic block group. 
In thi system ate included the boulders, aoattered so abundantly over 
many sections of the earth's surface, and many of the more extensive 
deposits of sand, gravel and clay, which are evidently the result of 
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the resi^tlesg action of an overwhelming deluge. These deposits con- 
tain nnrnerous animal and vegetable tbrms, tho greater part of which 
belong to e^tisltng speciea, although occasionally extinct races are 

VI. The Alluvial Deposits, including the deltas, or earthy de- 
posits at the mouths of I'ivers, the beds of lakes which have be- 
come drained, the valleys of rivers subject to periodical inunda- 
tions, the shores of oceans, seas, &.c. 

These also contain, in untold quantities, relics of animal and vege- 
table existence, but. with very few exceptions belonging to races now 
known. The gigantic mHstodon has been found in these deposits. 

We have been thus particular in noticing the fossils belonging to 
each system, because Ihey serve as way-msnts, by the aid of which, 
even the most unlettered may read the progiess of the earth's history, 
fromthe period, when it was first set in motion, avast mass of molten 
granite, devoid of vegetable or animal life, to the present time, when 
Its green fields, and its innumerable hosts of Uvios and moving be- 
ings, attest with myriad voices, the power and wisdom of the great 
Creator. 

The whole of these -formations do not exist in every part of the 
world ; but wherever geological explorations have been made, it has 
been found that the same order is observed; and, that, although 
some one, or more, of these systems are aljsent, Uiose which are 
present follow the arrangement we have described. 

In the state of New Yoik the secondary formation is wanting," as 
well as the upper members of the transition system,* and in most 
parts of the state the tertiary system.- 

It will he seen, by .the following table, that coal is not laid down 
among the formations of the state. All the formations of New York, 
except the alluvial and diluvial deposits, and the beds of tertiary, on 
the St Lawrence, are below the coal measures ; the Catskill group, 
which is the highest member of the transition system in New York, 
being the layer immediately beneath it. 

It IS true that there are layers of Anthracite, an inch or two in thick- 
ness, and extending over a few feet of surface, between the strata of 
rocks of an eatUer era, in various parts of the state ; but coal does not 
exist in the state, in sufficient quantities to be of any practical value. 
This deficiency, however, is abundantly made up by the vast coal 
fields of Pennsylvania and Ohio, which, by means of the extended 
systems of internal improvement, are rendered so easily accessible. 

The prevalence oflimestone in nearly all tho formations is worthy 
of notice, affording, as it does, the basis rook best adapted to yield the 
materials for fertilizing the soil. 

The table exhibits the geological formations of the state, accord- 
ing to the arrangement adopted by the state geologists in their late 

III., IV. and V. ofthia arrangement are comprised under the general 
head of the Transition system, heretofore described. 
* The eirtalenoe of a aoiBll bed of oolite in Saratogii- counly, and the uomewbal 
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There are in the state two ttacta of primary and vnatratified 
roehs. The first is nearly circular in form, and occupies the counties 
of Essex, Warren and Hamilton, and portions of Saratoga, Fulton, 
Herkimer, Oneida, Lewis, Jefferson, St, Lawrence, Franklin and 
Clinton. The Black river forma ita southwestern boundary, from 
Wilna, In Jefferson, (□ Hemsen, in Oneida count}. 

The second is in Uie southeastern part of the atate, of a aotnewhat 
triangular form, and comprises Putnam and Westchester, together 
with the larger part of New York, and part of Eockland, Orange and 
Dutchess counties. 

These two sections together occupy nearly one third of the slate. 
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They contain extensive and valuable mines of iron, lead and plumba- 
go, both in the northeastevn and southeastern portions of the state. 
Their surface is generally broken and elevated, towering up to the 
height of more than a mile above tide water, in the Adirondack 
group, and attaining a considerable, though ieas lotty altitude in the 
beetling cliffi which overlook the waters of the Hudson. 

The soil is less arable and fertile than in the lands of the limestone 
formation9,!ilitiscov8red,excep(in the older counties, with agigantic 
growth of oak, pine and hemlock timber. 

The gneiss of this sj^tem furnishes a fine building material, and 
under the name of granite, is abundantly quarried for that purpose, 
^he serpentine, pnmitive limestone, and steatite, are also largely 
quarried for the purposes of the arts. 

These rocks abound in minerals of great interest to the mineralo- 
gist. Garnet, heryl, chrysoberyl, pjcosene, sphene, tourmaline, 
apatite, colopbonite, acapoliCs, Labradorlte, epidote, &, 



fine limestone for building, but has few, or no fossils. The soil 
which overlays this system is generally good, and often highly 

Its range is quite extensive, although frequently of no groat width. 
It comprises nearly the whole of the counties of Washington, Rens- 
»elaer and Columbia, part of Dutchess, Ulster, Greene, Albany and 
Saratoga, and trending westward occuiiies a narrow tract in Schenec- 
tady, Montgomery, Herkimer and Oneida, and expands more widely 
in Oswego and Jetferson counties. 

We next come to the New York system, as it has been appropri- 
ately named, comprising, according to the table, four distinct groups. 
Wa commence with the lowest of these, the Champlain Group. 
The constituents of this group are various kinds of sandstone and 
limestone, slate, conglomerate, and a peculiar stone, compounded of 
lime and sandstone, and hence called calciferous (or limebearing) 
sandrock. 

Of these the Potsdam sandstone furnishes a beautiful and durable 
building material, and is also used in the manufacture of glass, and 
the preparation of sand paper. The Trenton and btrdseye* limestones 
ate used for the purposes of the arta. The Lorraine shales, and the 
Utica slate are employed for roofing, and to some extent for writing 
slates. Tb^ grey sandstone and conglomerate furnish stone suitable 
for grindstones. 

The rocks of this group, and particularly the limestones and slates, 
abound in fossils of the earlier periods ; encrinites, trilobites and nu- 
merous others, unlike any of the crustaceous animals now in exist- 

The soil, throughout the territory occupied by this group, is gener- 
ally good, and much of it is highly fertile, being constantly enriched 
by the decomposition of the limestone, slate anil sandstone, which is 
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efFected. by Ihe combined action of aiv and water. The group occu- 
pies a very considerable, but irregular territory. It appears occa- 
sionally in amatl beds, then dips beneath the surface, and agsin ap- 
peara, as the surface rock, over an extensive tract. In the ifoima of 
Potsdam sandstone, calciferous aandtoclt, birdseye and Trenton lime- 
stone, and Utica slate, it bounds the great primary r^ion of the 
northeast in every direction, varying in width from two to fifty miles. 
It also makea its appearance in narcov» beds on either side of the 
Hudson. 

The Ontario Groap, which oiimes next in order, consists of three 
distinct portions; the lowest a marly sandstone, generMly soft, and 
either red, green, brown, or variegated, — decomposinij rapidly, when 
exposed to the atmosphere, and denominated Medina sandstone ; 
next, a series of soft, green, slaty rocks, alao easily decomposed, and 
overlaid by clayey and flinty limestones, alternating with each other, 
and finally terminating in the limestone over which the Niagara 
pours its resistless cataract ; and lastly a B;roup of limestones, contain' 
ins gypsum or plaster of Paria, water lime and salt, known as the 
Onondaga salt group. 

This group, considered with reference to practical purposes, is tile 
most valuable of the transition system in the stale. It mcludes the 
salt springsinSalinaanditsvicinity, and at Montezuma, which yield 
so large an amount of revenue to the state ; the gypsum beds, w hich 
furnish such inexhaustible resources for the fertilization of the soil, 
as wellas for the various purposes of the arte, to which this valuable 
mineral is applied ; and the water lime, called, after its preparation, 
hydraulic cement, a material indispensable to the proper construc- 
tion of canals, aqueducts, cisterns, and other masonry exposed to the 
action of water, and one which has proved of the greatest service in 
the construction of the public works of the state. 

The fossils of this group are numerous and interesting. Sheila of 
bivalve molluscous animals, corallines and madrepores, together with 
unequivocal traces of vegetable existence, mark this era. 

Its minerals are not numerous. The clayey limestones contain 
iron ore; fiuor spar and selenite appear occasionally, and sulphur 
springs gush up from different sections. Its soil is of unsurpassed 
and perpetual fertility, being constantly enriched by the slowly 
decomposing lime and gypsum. It is the granary of the state, and 
before the wide prairiesofthe west waved with the (rolden grain, 
it supplied nearly the whole country with bread-stuffe. The oak, 
beech, maple, elm, butternat, hickory and black walnut, are the prin- 
cipal forest trees. The Ontario group commences at the southwest- 
ern extremity of Lake Ontario in Canada, and extends eastward with 
a medium breadth of twenty miles to its termination in Montgomery 

The Helderberg series comprises fourkinds of limestone and three 
of sandstone. Of these the Helderbera; limestone is extensively used 
as a flagging stone, under various local names ; it is also employed to 
some extent as a building material ; the Oriskany sandstone is also 
used as a building material; it occasionally contains lime. Of the 
remaining layers, one of the sandstones is dark, shaly andbrittle ; the 
other calcareous and abounding in fossils. Two of the limestones 
contain large quantities of fossils, and derive their names from that 



: I, Google 



GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY. 27 

fact ; ill one the enciinite, one of tlie most beautiful of tlifl ctustaoe- 
0U3 fossils, is predominant; in the othev, the pentamerug, whose 
shell hears some resemblance, in form, to that of the common oyster. 
The remaining limestone ia slat^ and easily decomposed. 

The Helderberg limeatona I3 cavernoua, and many of its caves 
have been explored for a considerable distance. They contain sta- 
lactites and stalagmites of great beauty. 

The princi pal minerala of this formation are bog iron ore, calcareous 
and Huor apar, jaaper, aulphate of stronCian. in great abundance, 
satin spar, alum, bitumen and small veina of anthracite. The soil, 
overlying these rocks, is generally either a fine clay, or smd lying 
upon clay. Marl occurs quite frequently. By suitable cultivation it 
jields good crops of wheat and other grains. The timber is usually 
■oak, chestnut, hickory, pine and hemlock. 

This group occupiea a narrow tract, commencing in the western 
partofOranga county, and passing northeasterly through Ulster lo 
the Hudson ; thence along the banks of that river, lo Albany county, 
where it turns westwardly, passes through the centre of the state im- 
mediately south of the Ontario group, forminjj thebed of most of the 
email lakes in western New York, and terminates on the shores of 
Lake Erie. 

The Erio Group is divisible into two portions, the lower, denomin- 
ated Ludlowvilla shales, ia composed of soft slaly rocka, alternating 
with thin beds of limestone, and is easily decomposed ; the upper, 
called the Chemung group, consists of thin, even beds of gray sand- 
stone, with intervening snalea, or beds of slate. 

Some of the fossils, found in this group, possess great beauty; and 
show the approach to that peritid of vegetable lu so riance, which 
marks the coal formation. Ferns, and other vegetable fossila fre- 
quently occur, and the avicula,delchyriaand other shell fish , strongly 
resembling some living species, are found imbedded in the rocks. 

The minerala of this group are few, ar>d of no great importance. 
Petroleum, or mineral oil, called, in some parts of the slate, Seneca oil, 
occurs in several localities, and the shale is often so strongly impres- 
naled with it as to burn quite freely. Carburetted hydrogen, or in- 
Qamnfable gas, also issues from the surface in a number of places, and 
in such quantities, as to be used, in one or two instances, for illumin- 
ating villages, light houses, &c. 

The soil where the Ludlowville shales form the surface rock, 
ihough apparently rough and broken, is rendered fertile by the con- 
atant decomposition of the rock. It is well adapted to the culture of 
wheat and other grains. As we ascend, to the more elevated surface 
of the Chemung sandstone, we find a marked change in the character 
of the soil; the white pine and hemlock take the place of the oak, 
maple and beech of the lower lands, and attain a gigantic growth. 
These lands produce the grasses luxuriantly, and, aa they become 
cleared, will afford pasturj^e to vast herds of cattle and sheep. 

The Erie group covers nearly the whole of Chautauque, Cattarau- 

f IS, Wyoming, Allegany, Steuben, Yates, Tompkins, Chemung and 
ioga counties, together with portions of Broome, Chenango, Cort- 
land, Ontario, Livinpton, Geneaee and Erie, as well as a narrow 
tract in Sullivan, Ulster, Greene, Schoharie and Otsego counties. 
This completes what, for convenience, has been termed the New 
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York Transition sjstem. The remaining group properly belongs to 
the Transition system of the English Geolc^sts, and is by them de- 
nominated tlie Old Bed sandstone, tliat roolc being its principal con- 
atiWent. Tlie State Geologists, from the fact of its being the pve- 
dominant roelt of tlie Catakill mountains, have given it the name of 
the CaCskill group. 

It consists of two distinct formations, viz., the Old Red sandsione 
overlying the Chemung sandstone, and the conglomerate strata, which 
are immediately i>eneath the cobI bearing limestone of Pennsylvania. 
Between the layers of the former are interposed soft shales combined 

The sandstone is generally of n deep red color, and imparts the 
same hue to the soil which covers it. It contains comparatively few 
fossils; the scales and bones of some lizard-like fish have been dis- 
covered in it. 

Tlie minerals of this grcup are few, and of but little impoi'tance. 
Bog iron ore ond calcareous spar are those most worthy of notice. 
The conglomerate affords fine grindstones, and has been used to some 
extent for millstones. 

The soil ia generally good ; the sandstone decomposing readily 
under atmospheric influence, mingles with the vegetable mould and 
renders it fertile. Hemlock, beech, maple, elm, basswood, butternut, 
fee. are the principal timber trees ; the oak is seldom found in this 
formation. 

The Red sandstone of the Catskill group is mostly confined to the 
Ticinily of the Kaatsbergs ; occupying the county of Delaware, and 
portions of Sullivan, Ulster, Greene, Otsego, Chenango and Broome; 
but the conglomerate extends weatward, and capa the highest hiUa of 
the southwestern counties. 

The Diluvial deposits skirt the shores of the St. Lawrence, Lake 
Champlain, and the Hudson, and compose the surface of the northern 
half of Long Island. They constat of a stiff blue clay beneath, a 
yellotvish brown clay above this, and sand on the surface. The ma- 
rine shells, found in theae days, belonging in some instances to ex- 
ti net species, show that these deposits were made at an earlier period 
than those thrown down by rivers or oceans, in modem times. To 
this system belong also the boulders, scattered so widely over the 

The Alluvial deposits, consisting of gravel, sand, loam, fee. thrown 
up by the waves, or deposited on tlie shores of lakes, and the banks 
ofrivers, and still in the process of aggregation, constitute the last of 
the geological formationa of the state. To these belong portions of 
the valleys of the liverB and lakes and the southern half of Long 
Island. The soil of both theae clasaea of deposits is Usually fertile. 

The claas of rocks known aatrap and porphyry, do not, in this state, 
constitute a separate formation. They occur either in columnar masses 
like the Palisades, on the west bank of the Hudson, near New York, 
or in narrow veins or dikes, traversing rocks of an entirely different 
constitution. They are evidently the result of the action of subterra- 
nean fire. Porphyry is only found occupying a tract o( a few miles 
in length, on Lake Champlain. 

In connexion with the Geology of the state, the " Ridge road" is 
deserving of notice. This road consists of a bunk of sand, gravel and 
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olher alluvial and liiluvial deposits, varying in height from 100 to ISO 
ffet, andentending along the whole southern coast ofLake Ontario, 
ata ilistance of aix or eight miles tram it, forming a nataral highway. 
It is aaid that a somewhat similar ridge exists along the norlhern 
shore of the Lake. 

That this ridge once.andat no very distant period, formed (he south- 
ern shore of the lake, is proved, by the existence of small sand hil- 
locks, evidently heaped up by the action of the waves; by the entire 
absence of Indian mounds and fortiRcationa, on the north side of the 
tii^e, and their frequent appearance, inmnediately south of it ; and 
above all, by the structure and composition of the rid^ itself. 

The deep channels, cut in the rocks, by many of the rivers of the 
state, are also a subject of eeolc^cal interest. The Hudson, St, Law- 
rence, Oswego, and some of the northern streams, either have hanks 
regulai'ly sloping to the water's edge, or, if they occasionally pass 
through narrow and precipitous defiles, have not won lor Ihemselves 
a passage, by the action of their waters upon the rocky barrier which 
opposed them, but have availed themselves of a route opened by 
some convulsion of nature. 

Such is not thecase with the Mohawk, the Chenango, the Genesee, 
and the Niagara. Descending from elevated (able Unds, Ihey have, 
by their ceaseless flow, hewn out a channel through the shales, slates 
and marly sand and limestones, in some instances 400 or 500 feet be- 
low the level of the surrounding country. The constant action of the 
waters upon these decomposing rocks has also caused the falls of 
Niagara to recede, as some geologists conjecture, a distance of five or 
six miles, and this recession is still in progress. 

MiMEHALOor. We have already adverted to the minerals, pecu- 
liar 10 the different formations, but a somewhat more particular de- 
scription of the mineral wealth of the state seems requisite, in a work 

Amon^ the useful metals, hon is most abundant in New York. It 
is found m five forms. 

1st. The Magnetic Oxide, most abundant in Essex, Clinton, 
Franklin, Warren, Orange and Patnam counties, but occurring aJao 
in considerable quantities in Lewis, St. lawrence and Jefferson. 
This variety is adapted to the production of malleable iron and steel, 
and for this purpose is superior to any in the United States, and 
equal to most of the foreign ores. The quantity is immense, a single 
vein (the Sandfoid vein in Mewcomh, Sssex county,) being estimated 
by Prof. Emmons to contain ore suHicient loyield at least three mil- 
lions of tons, of malleable iron j several other veins, in thesame neigh- 
borhood, contain nearly as muchmore, and Ihe mines of Orange coun- 
ty, though worked for nearly a century, are still very productive. 
Tiiia ore is confined to primary rocks. 

2d. Tie Specular Oxidef found in St, Lawrence, Jefferson and 
Franklin counties, imbedded in sandstone. This variety is well 
adapted to castings. Though less abundant than the preceding, it is 
found in large quantities. 

3d. The Argiliaeimit ore, called also bog irim ore, found in vari- 
ous parts of the state, evidently deposited by alluvial and diluvial 
sction, in the clay or gravel. It is principally used for castings. 
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4th. The Hematitic ore, ft'equently occutiing in crystals of fantas- 
tic aad baautiful forms. Thia ore occurs eiitensively in Richinond, 
Orange,. Ulster, Putnam, Dutchesa, Columbia, Warren and Wayne 
counties. It is also found in smaller quantities in Rockland and 
Westchester. It tisnally makes its appearance in the lower lime- 
stones of the transition system. When combined with the magnetic 
oxide, it improves its quality. 

5th. The Carburet of Iron, called also Black lead, Plumbago and 
graphite, occurs abundantly in Dutchess couniy, and in considerable 
quantities in Essex: and Clinton counties. 

Lead is found, in immense qusntitiee, atRossie and its vicinity, in 
St. Lawrence county, and lees abundantly in the Shawangunk moun- 
tains, in Sullivan and Ulster, and in Dutchess, Columbia, Lewis and 
Monroe counties. Itdoes not seem to be confined to any particular 
geological era, occurring in nearly all the formations. 

Zine and Copper occur in various parts of the slate, but not in 
aufBcient quantities to he of much practical value. 

Anenic has been discovered in Putnam county. 

Manganese, in the form of manganese wad, occurs in Columbia, 
Lewis and Dutchess counties, and is used to some extent for bleach- 
ing. Manganesian garnet is found in New York county. 

Barytea and Strontian are abundant in Schoharie and JetTevson, 
and probably exist in some of the other counties. 

Alvm, principally in the form of efflorescence, is found in several 
parts of the state. 

The existence and value of the deposits oi gupsvua, and water lime, 
has already been noticed, in speaking ot the Onondaga, salt group. 

Serpentine and its allied minevala, soapstone, talc, carbonnte, hy- 
drate and sulphate of laagnesia, (Epsom salts,) ti^ether with as- 
hestia and amianthua, occur abundantly in Putnam, Orange, West- 
chester, Jeffirson and St. Lawrence, and in considerable quantities in 
Monroe, Orleans, Genesee, Albany, Cayuga, Essex, Rensselaer and 



Niagara 
Those 



le minerals, which are only of interest to the mineralogist, are 
enumerated under the counties in which they occur. 
MiHERA.!. Speihgs. Thess are of various kinds. 

1. Chalybeate Springs. The moat celebrated of these, are those 
of Saratoffa county, which are fully described in another part nf the 
work. There are a few, but of no great strength or notoriety, in other 
parts of the state. 

2. Svlphiir Springs. These are widely disseminated. Those at 
Avon, in Livingston county, have attained the greatest celebrity. 
Those in the vicinity of Rochester, Monroe county, and Chittenango, 
Madison county, are perhaps next in importance. The State Geolo- 
gists report sulphur springs in twenty-eight count ies of the state. 

3. BrjiM Springs occur in every part of the Onondaga salt forma- 
tion, and are nUo found, though of less strength, in other parts of the 
state. They are supposed to be impregnated by deposits of rock salt, 
at some distance below the surface. Those in the towns of Salina and 
Montezuma are the most important and valuable. 

4. Acid Springs, or those in which the water is strongly impreg- 
nated with sulphuric acid, are found in Genesee, Erie and Orleans 
counties. 
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S. Petrifying Springs, no highly charged with carbonate of lime 
aa to deposit it upon whatever the water falls, and thus give it a coat- 
ing of limestone, are found in Madison and Saratoga counties, 

B. Oil Springs, the waters of which are covered with a thick pelli- 
cle of Petroleum, or mineral oil, are found in Cattaraugus and Allega- 
ny counlies. 

7. Springs eenlving JVilrogen Gas. Themostcelebrated of these 
are those of New Lebanon, in Columbia county, and of Hoosick, in 
Rensselaer county. There is also one, of some note, near Canoga, in 
Seneca county. 

8. Springs exolving Carbufetted Hydrogen, m- injlammable gaa. 
These abound in the neighborhood of Lake Erie, and the Niagara 
river. The village«f Fredonia, and the light house at Barcelona, in 
Chautauque county, are illuminated by them. Springs of the same 
character are also found in Dutchess, Oneida and Monroe counties. 

Mart, a valuable fertilizing agent, exists in vast beds in Madison, 
Mou roe, Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Onondaga, Ontario, Orange and 
Wayne counties, and tn considerable abundance in Rensselaer, Wash 
ington, Saratoga, Albany, Schoharie, Herkimer, Cortland, Oneida, 
St. Lawrence, Niagara and Erie counties. 

Peat is less widely distributed. It occurs, however, on Long Isl- 
and, and in Richmond, Rockland, Orange, Sullivan, Putnam, West- 
chester, Columbia, Clinton, Oneida and Cattaraugus counties. The 
attention of farmers should be directed lo this, on account of its value, 
both for fuel, and as a manure. 

The gneiss and gramite of the primary region, as we have already 
remarked, form elegant and durable buUiting materials. The Fota- 
dant aand-atone, from its power of resisting atmospheric influence, 
and the facility with which it may be cut in any desired shape, is 
highly valued for building. The Chemung gray sandalone and the 
red sandstone of Rockland county are also prized by builders. The 
Medina sandstone is more liable to decomposition, but is used lo 

The limestone formations furnish a great number of varieties of 
marble, suitable not only for architectui'al porpoaea, but for the arts. 
The most celebrated ornamental varieties are the black marble of 
Glen's falls, which equals any of the foreign varietiea ; the Chazy 
black marble, considered as fully equal to the best Irish ; the varie- 
gated marbles of St. Lawrence and Eockland counlies; the slate and 
dove colored of Otsego, Oneida and Onondaga ; the birdseye of the 
Champlain group ; and the white marble of Westchester, Dutchess, 
Columbia, Washington and St. Lawrence counties. The Singsing 
marble is largely employed, as a building stone, in New York city. 
The serpentine rocks, in several parts of the state, afford slabs, of suffi- 
cient size, lo be used for the manu^cture of furniture. TheUtica 
slate, and some of the slate formations in the northern part of the 
state, furnish alales of excellent quality, both for roofing and writing. 

The gray sandstones and conglomerate of the Champlain and Erie 
groups, furnish grindstones of superior quality, and from the Sha- 
wangunk grits, millstones have been manufactured, which compared 
well with the French buhrstone. 

It will be seen, by the brief sketch we have given of the Geology 
and Mineralogy of the state of New Yorli, that her mineral resources 



: I, Google 



32 STATU OP NEW YORK. 

are equal to her agricultural, commercial and manufacturing facili- 
ties. True, she does not possess coal, or so far as has yet been aacer- 
tained, the precious metals; but the former is sbundBiiCl; supplied 
by the neighboring states of Pennsylvania and Ohio ; and the latter, 
paradoxical as it may seem, haye never conduced to the wealth, or 
prosperity of any state, which has possessed them. 

Her mines of iron, lead and plumbago; her salt-aprings and beds of 
water lime and gypsum ; and her quarries o( granite, sandstone and 
marble are, to her citizens, atnore valuable Lnlierifance than the gold 
and silver mines of Mexico, and will confer upon them a greater and 
more lasting prosperity. 



II. BOTANY. 

It would be entering into a tar more elaborate view of the subject 
than the limits of this work permit, to trace out even an abstract of 
the vegetable wealth of New York. From its geographical po- 
siUoQ, diversity of soil, surface, and climate; its holding a middle 
place between the north and south, nearly all the great features of 
the United States flora are here produced. Immense forests still oc- 
cupy the uncultivated regions north and west, consisting mainly of 
pine, oak and beech, while the chestnut, hickory and maple, with 
a host of other less numerous, but not less valuable trees, are scat- 
tered over its territory. 

The mountain sides and woods are clothed with an undergrowth 
of shrubs; as the whortleberry, rhododendron and mountain laurel; 
under whose shade, and in the open Holds, flourish hundreds of more 
humble herbaceous plants, among which will be found many that are 
rare and curious, as well as of great beauty and utility. 

Anemone, Ranunculus, and Violets, often before Ihe snow has en- 
tirely disappeared, put forth their blossomis in every sheltered nook 
of wood and meadow. These, with the cowslip (Caliha palustris). 
the woodbine {Aquilegia),b\oodtoot(Sangmnaria),&nd many of 
that wide spread tribe, the Cruciferae, or crosalike plants, serve (o 
mark the opening spring. As the season advances, nature assumes 
much gayer colors. The beautiful hlue Lupine (Xupjnus perennia), 
DesmodJums, and the wild Sensitive plant (Cassia nielUans), whose 
leaves close together, when touched hy the hand, are frequent on 
sandy soils. 

Common in our swamps, and bo^y ground, is the Side Saddle 
flower, or Hunter's cup (SarTOcenid), bearing a single, nodding, 
dark red flower, a wonder by itself, but more so, when viewed in 
connection with the singular structure of its leaves. Thtse are 
not flat, as in other plants, but hollow, and somewhat pitcher shaped, 
nrranesd in a circle around the base of the stem, tlieir open mouths 
turned upwards to catch the falling rains. At the oriflce of each leaf 
is a broad lip, furnished with short stiff hairs pointing downwards, 
■and forming a trap, for numerous insects, that seek the water, always 
contained in them, A luckless fly once entered, it is impossible for 
him to return ; and he is forced to go onwards, until dropping, he 
perishes in the water beneath. Of what use, in tho economy of the 
plant, these dead insects are (the cup being often half filled with 
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them) is not, a».yet, well known ; but possibly they serve in some 
degree as nutriment. 

Another plant well worthy of notice for its elegance and exquiaito 
frairaoce, is the white Pond Lily (JVymyfltea odoTata). The roots, 
wliich Bie Tough and knotty, creep along the muddy bottoms of ponds 
and slow-flowing streams ; while the large round leaves, of a bright 
and glossy green, cover the water above, in many instances for acres, 
contrasting well with the pure white flowera. Like the primrose and 
wonderful four o'clock, which almost serve to mark the hour, 
Nymphiea expands its buds early in the morning, and whether the 
day be clear or clotidy, before noon, regularly closes, and sinks beneath 
the surface. The leafstalks are long and flenile, varying with the 
depth of water, and formiDg, as every wandering school boy knows, 

Spatter Dock, or Yellow Pond Lily {JVuphar adoena), is common 
in every ditch, but an allied genus (JVelumbiiim), or Sacred Bean, is 
rare ; Big Sodus Bay, Lake Ontario, is the only known locality in 
the sUte. 

In shallow water, along the Hudson, above the Highlands, and 
through the western counties, is the Valltintria or Tape Grass, te- 
raarkahle for the peculiar spiral form of its stems, which always per- 
mit the flower lo float upon the surface whatever may be the rise 

Besides those just mentioned, the mote frequent plants of low 
grounds and margins of streams are the Iris, Sweet Flag, or Calamus 
toot (_Acsnis ealamtis). Yellow Lily, (^lAlium Canadenee), Forget- 
me-not (Myosatis), whose bright blue flowers contioue from early 
spring till frost. Arrow leaf (Sa^tlaria), Cat-tail flag (Tvpha pa- 
luatris), with numerous varieties of Rush fJuneua), and Sedges 
(Carex), the last sometimes eaten by caMle, for want of more nutri- 
tious food. Virgin's bower (Clematis Virginuina), a handsome in- 
digenous vine creeping over bushes and fences is often cultivated for 
its quick growth and abundant blossoms. 

In the Lobelia tribe, we have the Cardinal Flower (L. Cardmaiis), 
noted tor the splendor of its scarlet blossoms ; Indian Tobacco IL. 
Inflala), the grand panacea of the Thompsonians ; the i. Syphi- 
litica, also used by them; Water Gladiole (£. Dorhnoreni), much 
less caramon than either of the preceding, and L. JViittnllii, con- 
fined to the sandy swamps of Long Island. 

In the deep receaaea of woods and swamps, the Arum and the 
Orehia tribes are met with. Of the former, Indian Turnip {^rum 
tripkyUwn),vre[l known for its acrid root, and Water Arum (Calla 
paliistris), are good examples. 

The Orchids, from the strange forms and brilliant colore of their 
contorted flowers, are well worth Ihe trouble it takes to cultivate 
them. Platanfhera graadifiora, or tall purple Orchis, is one of 
the most beautiful, although Aretliuaa, Pogattia, our three spe- 
cies of Lady's Slipper (Cgpripeiiiam), and the graceful White Lady's 
Tress, are not leas deserving a place in the garden. 

Plants of the great group Ciymposiia, to which the Asters and Golden- 
rods belong, forming one ninth of our entire flora, are characteristic 
of the autumnid vegetation. Some Asters are fine garden plants, 
but, like the whole class, chiefly interesting for their gorgeous appear- 
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grant volatile oil, i 
Xjeliillea), Boneset {Bapatoriuia perfoliatuni), Tanay [Tanacetma 
vtilgare), and some few others are medicinal; most of the orderi 
1ioweFer,are but weeda, aa every farmer who has had his lands ovet- 
run with Canada thistle and pigweed, can tesiify. The seeds of the 
Sunflower ^Helianthm annuua) yield, undei' pressure, an oil similar 
in quality and uses to that of linseed. Jerusalem Artichokes are 
the tuberous roots of the Heliantkus tuberoaua. They are too 
watery to be used as food. Neither of the two last are natives of the 
state, but they are occasionally found in waste places near habiCations. 

Ansel ica, Sweet Cicely (Oanwrrhina), Sanicle (Sanicuta), C'iauta 
{Ciclita maculata), types of Che order of umbelliferous planta are 
well Irnown ; Wild Can ot (Uaucws careta), poisonous in its wild 
Bfate, is, when cultivated, the esculent carrot of the garden. 

Poison Hemlock (CoJtiwn maculatum), by a draught of which 
Socrates is related to have died, wich some other introduced and 
native plants, aa the Milkweed (JscZepiiu), Plantain, Canada Thistle, 
Poke weed {Phytolacca decandra). Thorn Apple {Datura Stramo- 
nium), Oxeye Daisy (Chryaanthemuni), and Dandelion {Leonlo- 
don), belong to a class that might be named "wayside plants," from 
their commonly occupying a position beside thenrndsand fences. 

Plantain {Plantago major') has been called by the Indians " white 
man's footstep," because it is found wherever ho has placed hia 
dwelling; and with a faithfulness not equalled in the human race, 
is constantly in his path. The more it is trodden down the wider 
does it spread, and the more luxuriantly does it grow. 

The Eglantine or Sweet Brier {Rosa Rubiginosd), such a general 
favorite with the old and young, is a meniber of the large family 
Roaacea, of which our state can boast many representatives. Among 
these are the Rose, seven or eight species of Blackberry (Rvbaa), 
Strawberry (Fragaria), Fivelinger {PotentUld), (one species of 
which {P. tridentata) is a little Alpine plant found only on the 
Bummilsof the mountains), Thornbush {Cratiegua), Service berry or 
Shad bush {AmelancUer), Wild Plum and lofty Wild Cherry. The 
last is used in cabinet work, being aa dai'k and heavy as some infe- 
rior kinds of mahogany. 

Of LabiatfB or the mint tribe. Spearmint, or Julop weed {Mentha 
ViridU), Peppermint {M, Piperita), Penny Royal, Catnep, Balm, 
{Meliaea) and Mountain mint {Pyetiantkenvum trtcanian), are very 
generally known. 

A few of the Nightshade tribe {Solanaeeo), are natives of the 
state, such as Bittersweet (iSoIanum duff amara), deadly Nightshade 
( S. J^igrum). and Winter Cherry {Phyaalia), which are all of suspi- 
cious appearance, and reputed poisonoua. 

Buckwheat is one of the Polygonaeeca ,- and of the same order ate 
the coconion Sorrel {B/anex acetoaella'). Water Dock {R. criapua), 
and Smart weed {Polygonum). 

Shrubby plants are numerous; many species are highly ornamental ; 
others, from their virtues, are admitted into the Pharmacopsas ; others, 
^ain, are poiaonooa. Of (his latter class are some of the species of 
Sumach (Jtftiis); the most virulent of these, is the Swamp Sumacli 
(Rhua venenata), simple contact with which, or mere exposure to its 
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effluvium, being sulBeienlim maiij cases to cauae a most painful erup- 
tion on the akin. Mei'cotj, or Poison Oak, ia less active than the pre- 
ceding, butaufficienlljso, to cause all those who are eaailyafliMited by 
vegetSile poiaona to shun its neighborhood. The leaves of the com- 
moil Sumach {H glabra), are used in tJie manufacture of morocco. 

The largn flowering Rose bay ^Rhododendron laaxim-um) is a 
shrub from sis to twelve feet in height, with broad and thick leaves, 
growing in tufts from the extreinities of the branches; and larga 
showy flowers, in dense terminal clusters. It is said to be the most 
beautiful flowering shrub in the United States, and is sometimes 
collivated in lawns and door-yards. 

The wild upright Honeysuckle {jltaiea, or Shododendron imdifio- 
rMin), and the broad leaved Laurel {Kalmia latifolia) make the- woods 
gay by the profusion of their purple blossoms. The dwarf Laurel 
[Kalmia angaaHfolia'i, known also by the names sheep-poison and 
himb-kilt, is a pretty btUe bush, but has a bad reputation, the leaves 
beingsaidto poison sheep. The last twoare common in the southern 
counties, white in the west the glaucous Kalmia takes their place. 

The Elder (Samhucut Canadensis) and the Hazel (Corylua Amer- 
icanU)), prized for its nuts, which, though sweeter, do not equal in 
size, the filbert of Europe, are to be seen in every coppice. Whortle- 
berries aie the product of several species of Vaccinivm. Tiie ear- 
liest in (he market is the dwarf blue Whortleberry ( V. Pennaylva- 
nica), growing in sandy woods, and on hill sides and summits of the 
mountains. The Bilberry ( F. corymioswmj is frequent in swamps 
and wet shady woods. The agreeably acid Cranberry, an almost 
indispensable article of food, isuie fiutt of two species of Vaccinivm, 
{^V^. oxyeoceva and f. maeroearpon.). The former abounds in the 
northern and western parts of the state, and the latter, which is the 
common American cranberry seen in the market, is most frequent in 
the south. 

The banks of every stream and rivulet are fringedwith the Willow 
(Saluc), Alder (Alnus), and Spice wood (Laurus Benxom). This 
Us( is a shrub easily recognized, by its smooth brittle branches and 
glossy foliage. The bark has an agreeably spicy taste; and a de- 
coction of the young twigs is often used, as a medicinal drink, in the 
spring of the year. In the moist thickets, conspicuous from its red 
fruit, IS the Winter betry {Prinos), once used forthe cure of fever and 
ague; hut, for this purpose, it is much inferior to the Dogwood (_Cor- 
nus fiorida), which possesses many of the peculiar properties of Pe- 
ruvian Bark. 

Witch Hazel (HamamelU Virginica) is, in the eyes of the super- 
stitious, a moat notable shrub, because, in the moment of parting 
with its foliage, it puts forth a profusion of gaudy yellow blossoms, 
giving to November, the counterfeited appearance of spring. 

The most important vegetable productions of the state are iin- 
doubtedly the forest trees, of which we can boast numerous species. 
The cone bearers {Ceni/irae), which are nearly all evergreen trees, 
are well represented in out Flora. We have no less than nine species 
of Pines. Pitch Pine (Pm«» rigida) forms nearly all the woodland 
of Long Island, and covers a great extent of barren country, west of 
Albany ; it is serviceable for little else than fuel and making charcoal. 
White, or Weymouth pine (P. itrobus) ismet with in most parts of 
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_ _ . . covered with dense forests of this 

uoble tree, Dor can we wnnder that it ta rapidly disappearin); beneath 
the axe, whea 05,000 acres must bo annually cleared, to meat the 
demand for lumber, 650,000,000 feet of which are obtained from New 
York alone. Hemlock Spruce (P. Canadettsia) affiirds an inferior 
kind of timber, lasting well if protected from the weather;. but in 
exposed Mtuationa it warps, splits and soon decays. The bark is 
extensively employed in tanning, and although inferior to oak, it 
makes very good leather. Balm of Gilead, or Balsam Fir (P. Bal- 
samea),is\iot found lower than the Catskiil mountains ; but is abund- 
ant in tiie northern counties, especially among the Essex mountains. 
The turpentine, sold under the name of Canada Balsam, is ob- 
tained by opeiling the blisters which form beneath the bark. Black 
Spruce (P. nigra) is employed principally for the yards and lighter 
spara of vessels, for wiiich purpose it is admirably fitted by its light- 
ness and strength. Wtiita Spruce (P. alba) is a small tree found in 
Hwampa, and on the aides of the northern mountains,. rarely south of 
CatskiU. The Indiana split tlie small tough roots into fibres for 
sewir^ their bark canoes. Tamarack (P. Pendula) differs ftom all 
other pines, in its leaves, which fall at the approach of winter, 

Belongingto the same natural fiimil j ( Conifers') are the Red Cedar 
(J«ntperwaP"irg»»iana), noted for its great durability; Whitecedar 
(Cupretsia Tltuyojdea) constituting the cedar swamps of Long 
island; Arbor Vitffi {Thuya aceidentalii), conspicuous along the 
banks of the Hudson for its cone like growth ; although it is sometimes 
found in swampy places, and then is known by the name of White 
cedar. We have also the Yaw (Taius Canadensis), which is very 
different from the yew tree of Europe, though identical in Botanical 
character — with us it is a shrub of humble growth, trailing over 
rooks, and found in woods, beneath the shelter of taller eveijjreena. 

The Oaks are almost, if not quite, equal in value to the Pines, and 
much more numerous, as regards species. White Oali (Querctis alba) 
is always considered one of our most valuable timber trees. The 
wood is of great strength and durability, and is used when these 
qualities are required, as in ship building and heavj frame work for 
machinery. When sawed into plank, the wheelwright, the wagon- 
maker, and indeed, almost every mechanic, uses it more or less in his 
tabor. Black Oak (Q. tinctaria) furnishes Ctuercitron bark, an 
article of export, and used in dyeing; Scarlet Oak (Q. cocdnea), and 
Black Chestnut Oak (Q. moTilana), are much prized.bj the tanner. 
Other species are Willow Oak (Q. phellos), with narrow leaves; 
Chinquapin (Q. prinoa), a dwarf species bearing edible acorns ; 
Swamp White Oak {Q. bicolor); Mossy Cup Oak(§. oKvaformis) i 
Pin Oak (Q. palllatrvi) and Black Jack (Q, nigra) ; the last is indi- 
genous to Long Island only. 

The White Elm {JJbmts Americana) is a most graceful species, 
and when growing in moiat rich soil one of the largest of our forest 
trees. The Slippery Elm (,U. /ulna), a smaller tree, growing on 
higher ground, is well known for the mucilaginous properties of its 
inner bark. Thomaa' Elm {U. racemoaa), bo named from the per- 
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snn who first described it, is rather frequent on river lianks in the 
middle and western parts of the state. 

Of the Ash {Fraxinm), we have only three species, the White, 
Black and Grey. White Ash {F. Aiafricana) has elastic, tougli 
wood, nhi is used in the manufacture of carrii^es, agricultural im- 
plements. &c. FVom its splitting freeSy, it is much employed by the 
cooper foe hoopa. 

Sugar Maple {Acer aacehariatim) is a large and handsome tree, 
well.known aa rurniahing the maple sugir which is obtained, by 
boiling down the sap, procured fnim the trees, during the months of 
February and Marcn— Birdseye and Curled Maple are accidental 
varieties in the wood of this species. Bed Maple (A. nibrum). 
White or Silver leaved Maple (J. dasycarpum). Mountain Maple, 
or Moose wood {.3. Spicatttm and A. Pemta^lvanicum), are the 
only other species. 

The Walnut tribe are valuable, both for food and timber. Slack 
WalnQt(Jug-ian*n^a), and Butternut (J. cinCT-fa), occur in most 
parts of the state. Shell bark Hickory (C'arya alba) bears the com- 
mon white walnut, so pleasant tocmck by the winter fireside. The bark 
of tliia tree separates in long flat scales, with loose, detached ends, 
^ving the trunk a n^ed appearance; Moker-iiut (C, tumentosa), 
Fig-n<iHC.porcina) and Bitter-nut (C. omora)Bre the only remain- 
ing New York species. 

The Beech (jPagus) and Chestnut(Co3*a»ea) are both noble grow- 
ing trees. The wood of the Beech is-heavy and compact, but not 
durable. Chestnut, on the contrary, though light and open grained, 
bears exposure, for a great length of time, without decay. The Amer- 
ican Chestnut is considered a variety of the European, differing only 
in its smaller and sweeter nuts. 

The Canoe Birch is the Belula papyraeea. From the bark of this 
species, which readily peeis ofl' in long thin sheets, and slips of cedar, 
tna Indians manufacture their canoes. The wood of the Black Birch 
(Betvla lento), is considerably used in cabinet making. The Dwarf 
Birch (Betula nana) is an Alpine shrub, found only on the high 
mountains of Essex county. The Sycamore {Platanim), the Poplars, 
and the Willows, are of little value, except as shade, trees,' Not so 
the Locust {Bobiniaputtdo-acacia), a tree of rapid growth and grace- 
fill form. Its wood is exceedingly hard and nearly indestructible, 
and is mostlv used for trenails, and ^te posts, and in ship-building. 
It is net a native of the stale, but la cultivated for sala, and as an 
ornamental tree. 

The Tulip tree {Lirwdendrim aWiptftra) is the pride of our 
northern forests for its majestic growUi, symmetrical form, and hand- 
some foliage. It not unfrequently rises to the height of seventy feet 
rtithovit a branch, and is covered in May or JBne with innumerable 
tulip shaped flowers. The Magnolia (JMagnoHa glauco) is found 
only in the swampa of Long Island, and there but sparingly, its 
iowerseshaleaheavy,but not unpleasant, perfume. One other spe- 
cies, the Cucumber tree (,M. acvminala), is not uncommon in the 
western parts of the state, and is thus named from the appearance of 
the seed cone. 

Of vast importance, as furnishing directly or indirectly the food of 
man and animals, are the grasses; and no class of plants is so widely 
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distributed as this. They form the principal portion of the herbage 
of the earth, giving to the hills and plains their lovely green. 
Though our FloTH contains many native tpeciea, only a small nuiji- 
har are of value, our meadow gi-asses being, with few exceptions, 
of foreign origin. The principal of these itfe, Timothy {Fhleum pra- 
tense), malting tbe best ofhay i Sweet Vernal grass lAnthoxanthwa 
odoratum), which, when lialf withered, gives out a pleasant odor of 
vanilla; Meadow grass {Poa pi aten&is). Bias grasa {P..compresaa) 
and Rough grass {P. trimatU), most of which have spread over all 
our pasture grounds. Wheat (T^'iiiciwn), Rye fSecnie) and Oats 
(Avena), are extensively cultivate'] in all parts of the state. Zuania 
aqvatiea^m- wild rice, a favorite food of the Indians, and ajfording 
sustenance to myriads of wild fowl, is a native of ihe northern cuun- 

The Wild Oat and Chess (Bromtw), into which our farmers 
wrongly believe that wheat and rye degenerate, arecnmmon. PArag- 
mitea, the lai^est grass of the northern states, looking at a distance 
like broom Corn, grows by the river side, and Ijorders of swamps and 

Some grasses are peculiar to the sands ; their matted I'oots, form- 
ing a thick sod, prevent the loose soil from being carried away, by 
tlie water or wind. Many others, by their annual decay, aid in fertili- 
zing the soil, that would otherwise be arid and unproductive. 

Ferns and Fernlike plants occupy a wide fxtent of territory. 
Most common of all is the Brake (Pterit), under cover of which the 
sportsman is sure to find the rabbit, or the partridge. Maiden Han 
(Adiaaitaii), a delicate fern, with dark brown polished stems, is not 
uncommon. The Walking Fern (Asplenwm rllisaphyllam) is re- 
markable for striking root from the oxlremitles oi the fronds. The 
Climbing Fern {Li/godium) is the only species of the tribe, with a 
twinii^.stem, fouiidin so high a latitude. The tall Osmunda (O.ein- 
tianuimea) grows in large bunches, in damp woods and low grounds ; 
sometimes attaining the height of a man. 

Club Moss (l^eujMidium), a creeping evergreen, is in great request 
atChtistmas tLme, to form festoons and wreaths. 

The Scourinji; Rush (Egaisetitm) is used for polishing wood and 
metals. 

In the report of the recent Geological and Botanical survey, ordered 
bv the legislature, the whole number of species of flowering plants, 
in the state, is said (o be about 1450. Of these, ISOO are herbaceous, 
and ISO may be regarded as ornamental. Of woody plants there are 
250 species, including about 80 that attain to the stature of trees. 
Of plants that are reputed medicinal, we have (native and natural 
ized) 160 species. The naturalized plants exceed 160 species. 

We must here leave this short nottce of New York plants, though 
we have, by no means, exhausted the materials, nor even touched 
upon many, that are most frequently met with, in a morning walk. 
TTiose who would pursue the study must seek their information in 
two large volumes, written by Dr. Torrey, which form the Botanical 
part of the Natural History of New York. 



: I, Google 
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Cliiss I, Mammalia, 

By maniBlalia are meant, all those aiiimaU having warm blood, a 
double iieart, that is, one with two auricles and two ventricles, and 
bringing forth their young alive and suckling Ihem. Baine, with a 
few esceptions, four footed animals, they are frequently called quad- 
rupeds. Naturalists have divided these into a number of distinct 
orders, of which only ^ue are found in this state. 

These are lat, Mtriupiata, or pouched animals. One species, 
only, belonging \o this order, is found in the state, viv.. the opossum. 

ad, Camivora, or flesh ealers. Of these we have five species of 
bats ; the mole and shrew mole ; six species of shrews ; the black 
bear ; the raccoon ; wolverine ; skunk ; fisher ; wea'^el, or black cat, 
called also Pennant's martin ; the pine martin, or American sable ; 
the small and the brown weasel; the New York ermine, or ermine 
weaaei ; the mink, or minx otter ; the common otter ; the dog, about 
thirty varieties, Ave of which are native; the cornmon wolf, two va- 
rieties, the grey, and the black ; the panther ; the northern, or Cana- 
da lynx ; the wild cat, or bay lyns ; the seal ; the hooded seal ; and 
perhaps, the walrus. 

3d, Rodentia, or gnawers. Among these are the grey fox ; 
the red, striped, and flying squirrel; the woodchuck, or Maryland 
marmot; the doer mouse, or Labrador rat; the beaver; the mus- 
quash, or muskrat; the porcupine ; the Norway, or brown rat; two 
species of black rat; the common mouse; the jumping mouse ; six 
speciesof meadow mice; the grey rabbit ; and the northern, or prairie 

4th, Uugtdata: animals whose toes are covered with a horny 
case, or hoof. Of these, we have the hog ; the horse ; the ass ; the ox ; 
the goat, the sheep; tlie American or fallow deer; the aiiMaa ; the 
sta^, and the reindeer. 

Oth, Cetacea, or the whale tribe. The only species of this or- 
der, known to. exiat in the waters of the state, are, the light whale; 
the sperm whale; the beaked whale, or rorqual; the broad nosed 
whcde; the social whale, or black whale-Ash, called also the howling 
whale, and bottle head; the common porpoise; the grampus, or 
thrasher, also called the blackfieh whale ; and the sea porpoise. 

Fossil Mammalia. Of these, but three species, it is believed, have 
been found; viz, 1st the fossil elephant, of which but a single tooth 
has-been discovered. 

ad. The American elephant, of which several teeth have been 
founci in Monroe county. 

3d, The mastodon, frequently, but improperly, called mammoth. 
Remains of this animal, and indeed skeletons nearly entire have been 
discovered in some 15 or 90 localities in the state, in Orange, Ulster, 
Monroe, Suffolk, Livingston, Chautauqae,Albany,CattarauguB, Gen- 
esee, and Niagara counties, 

Class II. ^iiel — Birds. 

Six orders of birds are found in the state, viz. 1st, Accipitres, birds 
of prey, including eagles, hawks, vultures, and owls. 

2d, Passeree, birde of passage. These include moat of those 
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bjtda with which we are familiar, and whose departure for a more 
aouthern clime in autumn, renders winter more cheerlesa, as their 
return in spring, makes the approaching summeT more Joyous and 
delighlfai, 

3d, Oatlina, (he cock tribe, including not only our domesticated 
fowls, but the wild turkey, arouse, prairie hen, &c. 

4th, Oralla, waders, 'rhis includes all those long leaged birds 
which obtain their subsistence on the borders of streams; the plover, 
crane, heron, poke, &c. 

Sth, Lohipedee, lobefooted birds ; the coot, dipper, &<:. 

6th, JVatatores, swimmers. This includes loons, gulls, gannets, 
wild ducks and geese, &c. 

The fotlowin;; catalogue embraces al! the birds, of these diStiretit 
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Class III. RejiHUa. 
There are but three ordej-s of reptiles found in the state, viz, 
1st, CAelonia. The turtle tribe Among the animala belonging 
to this order are the green turtle, which, though a native of warm 
3, occasionally makes its appear! 



the snapping turtle; the salt water terrapin, or mud turtle; the 
smooth terrapin, which resembles the preceding in its appearance 
and habits; the painted tortoise; the spotted tortoise or speckled tur- 
tle ; the wood or fresh water terrapin; the red bellied terrapin; 
Muhlenhurg's tortoise; the geographic, and the pseudo-geographic 
tortoise, both distinguished by the geometric lines upon their shells; 
the mad tortoise, found only in the southern counties; the musk tor- 
toise, also called mud turtle, and mud terrapin ; the common bos, ot 
checkered, tortoise, also called box turtle ; and Blanding'e box (or- 
tiise. 

2d, Sauria. The lizard tribe. There are but two species of this 
tribe, known to exist in this state, viz. the blue failed skink or liz- 
ard, called also the striped lizard, found in the southern counties; 
and the brown swi it, frequenting the woods, in every part of the state. 

3d, Ophidia. The serpent tribe. Most of these are harmless, 
only two species being venomous. 

Of the harmless species, we have the common blacit snake, from 
three to six feet long ; the pilot black anake, or racer, found in the 
Highlands and Fishkill mountains; the chainsnake, also called racer ; 
the milk or chicken saake, also called house snake, checkered adder, 
&c. ; the striped snake ; the ring enake, black and red, small; the grass 
or green snake ; the brown water snake, or water adder — this snake has 
its tail tipped with horn, and ia frequently regarded with dread, but 
without cause ; the striped water, green water, or water garter 
snake; the yellow bellied snake ; the small brown snake: the nbbon 
snake; the red snake, very small, and found under atones and logs; 
the hog nosed snake, called also deaf adder, spreading adder, &c 

The two venoinous species are, the copper liead, called also red ad- 
der, dumb I'attlesnake, red viper, &c. ; and the northern rattlesnake. 
The popular belief that the latter add a new rattle every year is erro- 
neous. Instances have been known where there were forty-four of 
these fibuliE or rallies on the tail of a single snake, and that not of a 
very lai'ge size. They are found abundantly, in the rocky and unset- 
tled portions of the state. The deer and the hog destroy them rap- 
idly—the latter eating them. 
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Class IV. Amphibia. 

Animuls Living both on the land, and in the water. There are but 
four fainilies of amphibia, in the state. 

Isl, JtamdeB. The frog tribe. The following are all the speciea nf 
this family in the state; Thecomnion bull frog; thelarge northern bull 
frog, found in lakes George and Chatnplain, and their tributaries ; the 
spring frog, the kind most usuallj eaten ; the marsh or pickerel frog, 
used for bait, and called also, from its spots, tiger, and leopard fTM; ; 
the shad frog, which makes its appearance in the early spjing ; Ihe 
wood fr(«, a very nimble animal; the hermit Bpadefoct, a singular 
animtd, betvfeen a frog and a toad ; the common American toad, a 
harmless and useful animal ; Pickering's hylodes,,! very small toad ; 
the peeper or cricket frog, called in Savannah, the Savannah cricket; 
the northern, or conimon tree toad ; and the squirrel tree toad. 

3d, Sa/amandrida. The salamander tribe. These are usually, 
though incorrectly, called lizards. Among them are the yellow bel- 
lied salamander ; the violet colored, the red backed, the painted, the 
salmon colored, the blotched, the long tailed, the granulated, the 
striped back, the red, the scarlet, and the blue spotted salamander. 

33, Sirenida. The triton b'ibe. Of these we have the tiger tri- 
ton, with a tongue like a tlsh ; the common spotted ; the dusky, and 
the grey triton. 

4th, .^mphiumida. The ptoleus tribe. The banded proteus, ot 
great water lizard, a very singular animal, having the body of a liz- 
ard, and the gills of a fi^ ; and the Alleghany hell-bender, another 
curious amphibious animal, very voracious, and from 12 to 24 inches 
in length, are (he only species of this family in New York. 
Class V. Fishes. 

The fishes, belonging to the state, are very numerous. 

Fishes are divided into two sub-classes, bony and cABTii-Aeifi- 
ODB. The first sub-class has sis orders, viz. 

Ist, Peetinibranchi, having gills arranged regularly, like the 
teeth of a coml). This order embraces many of our common fish, 
both in fresh aiid salt water. Those best known are the perch, baas, 
bullhead, sheepshead, porgee, pilot fish, mullet, black fish or tau- 
taug, cunner, sucker, mackerel, &c. Stc. Tn all the fishes belonging 
to this order the rays of the fin are bony. The sarne arrangement of 
the Kills occurs in the three succeeding orders. 

3d, Abdomiiml, those having belly fins and ventrals. This order 
includes the shad, herring, smnon, trout, catfish, pipe Hsh, dace, 
shiner, carp, pike, pickerel, minnow, &c. 

This, and the four succeeding orders, have soft rayed fins. 

3d, Jugular, having shoulder lins, and ventrals attached to the 
bones of the shoulder. It includes the cod, haddock, hake, halibut, 
flatfish, flounder, turbot, sole, lumpfish, &c. 

4th, Apodal, without fins. This order includes the eel and 
conger, 

5th, Lap!iObrancki, those having tufted gilla. 
small, comprising two species "'' '^"'" -'" ' 

fith, FUctognathi, those having the gills concealed under the 
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puffer, and glube fiali arc exampfea of this 
oi^jous Fishes. These are divided into 



akin. The balloon 
Sub-class ir. Ca; 

Ist. Etetliheriipomi, those having free gills. This order is rep- 
■esented in the state only by the sturgeon. 

ad, Plagioatoma, those haTing the gills attached. This includes 
:he shark and ray tribes, 

M, Cffclostonii, those havrn" circular openings on each side of the 
neck lor lespiralion. ■"' ' * .... .. .... 









ncfudcs the lamprey, frequently called 



Fossil. KisHES. Twenty-five species of these have been enume 
tadby theMessra. Eedfield. Anumberof thernareextinctspecies 
The following catalogue contains the names of all the fishes as ye 
discovered in the waters of this State ; 

Sub-cla83 I. Bony Fishes. 
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Ulaaa VII. Crustacea. 

The class Crustacea emblsces those animaU havingacoveringora 
dense calcareous aubatanoe, adapted to their iorm, Which they usu- 
ally Shed eVei'y year, and which is replaced by an exudation from 
the surface of the animal's body. Ten ordefs of this claaa of animals 
are supposed to exist in the state, though the existence of two of the 
ten is not determined with certainty. 

Orde( 1st, Dec^peda-, those having ten feet, is the most numerous 
ftnd best knoWn. It embraces the various species of crab, lobster, 
fresh-water lobster', and most of the pfawns or shrimps. There are 
in all twenty-seven species of this order. 

Order 3d, Stomaphda, those having the feet converging Cowards 
" ' ' ' ■ ' ' ' ■' :ies. It embra- 



t-' 



Order 3d,'Ajrtj(Aijporfoi those having feet connected With both divi- 
siona of thebody, PorapriBingthe sand flea, beach flea, and t>esh-wa' 
tnf ^htimp. It has but four Species, 

Order 4th, Ltsmipoda, has but two apedieSi the whale louae and 

Order Sth, Isopoda, is ootisiderably numecous, containing four" 
teen species. Seven of these are parasitic animals Which obtain a 
subsistence by attachment to other animals. Among them arc tba 
salt and fresh-Water barnacle ; tWo apei'ies of aoW* bug ; the pi]l bug ; 
and a genus resembling the trilobite. 

Qcdef 6th, PacUo^da, contains flVe speciea, and embraces the 
borsefoot, or liina crab, so abundant on the sea coast ; and parasites 
peculiar to the shark, the rock baas, and the alewife. 

Orders 7th and Sth, Pbyllopoda and Lophyropa, are not certainly 
known to exist in the state. 

Orders 9th and ioth , Branchiopoda and Ostrapoda, have but one 
species each, and those not known, except to the zoologist. 

Class VIII. Molluaea. 



There are six orders, embracing a large number of genera andsvie" 
Cies, in the state. 

The lat order is Cephalopoda, those having the head surrounded 
by feet. The cuttle fish, or squid, and the syphon formed spirula, be- 
long to this order. 

The ad order is Pteropada, having flns on each side of the mouth, 
and without feet. To this order belongs the clio, the food of the 
Whale, 

The 3d order is GasleropodOt having the feet under the bodyi 
The mollusca, beloi^in^ to this order, are very numerous in the atate, 
and ace arrai^;ed into eight Sections or subdivisions, according to the 
Structure of their gilla or breathing apparatus. 

It comprises, in addition to many species known only to the natu^ 
ralist, the family of slugs or snails, the animals inhabiting the turbi- 
nated shells, and those which yield the famous Tynan purple dye. 

The 4th atSar,Mephala, those having no distinct head, is divided 
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into three sections, and comprises by far the greater number of shell 
fish with which we are familiar. 

In the ad aection, Lamellibranehia, those having leaf-like gills, of 
a semicircular form, we find the oyster, scallop, bloody clam, mussel, 
and tba fresh -water clam and oiusael. 

In the third section, Conchifera, those having single and distinct 
shells, we find the quahog, orcommon round clam, and the long clam. 

The S^th and 6th orders, Cirrhopoda, those having filamentous or 
thread-ilke feet, and Tunieata, those covered with a leathery or 
membranous tunic instead o! a shell, cont^n no species of general 
interest. 

The researches of the state geologists have brought to light numer- 
ous genera and species of fossil moUusca, imbedded in the lime and 
sand stones of the state. The most remarkable and common of these 
are the various species of Iriiobite, the encrinite, the pentanierua, &c. 
Class IX. iTisecta. 

No full account of the insects of this state has yet appeared. The 
naturalists of the adjacent states, of Massochusetts and Pennsylvania, 
have described most ofthoae, which are inhabitants of the state — and 
relying upon their descriptions, we shall mention some of those best 
known. 

The order Colenplera, beetles, is 
e than 161X) species have bi 



The order OriAoyiera, includes the cockroaches, crickets and grass- 
hoppers, of which there are many species. The katydid, so well 
known by the peculiar sound produced by its wing covers, belongs to 
(he latter family. 

The order Homoptera comprises [he locusts ; one species of these 
is remarkable for remaining seventeen years in the grub state. 

The order HaaipUra, bugs, cnrnprisesmany of those insects inju- 
rious to v^etation, particularly the May bug, the lady bug, the apple 
tree blight, &c. 

The order Lepidoptera, butterflies, are very numerous, probably 
numbering not less than lOUO species. Among those that fly dur- 
ing the day, those beat known are, the small yellow winged butterfly, 
and the large yellow and black butter-fly. The variety, and beauty of 
tlieii' colors, attract univei'sal attention. Some of the nocturnal spe- 
cies are very large. 

The order ^racftnirJiE, spiders, though now usually considered as 
aseparate class, may come in here with propriety. There are proba- 
bly between one and two hundred speciea of these in the state. Some 
of them are very large, and possessed of great beauty. The long legs, 
the clawed spider, the tick, mite, louse, &c,alao belong to this order. 

The worms at the state, and its animalcales, have not yet been 
made subjects of general investigation. 
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iwrcH coLORiAL juwaraiSTitATioN, 

DISCOVERY AMD SETTLEMENT. 

The bay of New York was first discovered in 1524, by Jean 
de Verrazano, a Florentine in tlie eurvice of France. It does 
not appear, however, that Francis I. the monarch under whom 
this discovery was made, ever took adviintage of it, or laid claim 
to the territory adjacent, in consequence of Verrazano's explor- 

On the ith of Sept. 1609, Henry Hudson, an Englishman, in 
the service of the States General of Holland, again discovered 
it, and ascended the river, which now bears his name, to a point 
a little below the present city rf Albany. His ship, or yacht, 
was oi' about eighty tons burthen, and was called the Half Moon. 

Landing in England oa his return, he despatched an account 
of his adventures to the Dutch Bast India Company, with the 
request, that they would furnish him with the raeaos of making 
another voyage. The English Government, however, deter- 
mining to secure his services, forbade his sailing again in the 
service of Holland. 

Shortly after, he received tlie command of a ^ip, with dii-ec- 
tions to explore the Northern coast of America, in the hope of 
finding a North West pass^e. Having discovered aoA entered 
the bay wliichnow bears his name, his crew mutinied, and put- 
ting iiim with some of hie men into a small boat, abandoned them 
to their fate. Whether they perished by the waves, by hunger, 
or by the inclemMJcy of the climate, is unknown. 

The country thus discovered by Hudson, was inliabited by 
numerous roving tribes of Indians, of whom the Maquaas or 
Mohawks were the most formidable and warlike. The Man- 
hattans, who inhabited the island oa which New York is situa- 
ted, were also a fierce and warlike nation. Between thirty and 
forty of these tribes occupied Long Idemd and the country wa- 
tered by the Hudson and Delaware rivers and their branches. 

In 16I0,aship was sent bysome merchants in Amsterdam, to 
trade with, the Indians of Hudson river, for furs, &c. Other 
voyages were made during the succeeding years. In 1613, one 
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or two Binall tradiog forts were erected on the river ; and four 
houeee were built on Manhattan Island, under the superintend- 
ence of Hendrick Coratiaensen, who visited with his trading 
boats every creek, inlet and bay in the vicinity, for the purpose 
of seuuriag for his employers, the fiira and produce of the 
country. 

On the29th of March, 1614, the States General ofthe United 
Netherlands passed an ordinance, granting to all original discov- 
erers of lands in North America, the exclusive privilege of 
makii^ four voyages to such lands as they had discovered, for 
the jjurposes of trade. Under this ordinance, five ships were 
despatched, by a company of merchants, the same year. The 
conjmand of these vesse r v as given to Adriaen Blok, Hendrick 
Coratiaensen and Cornelia Jacobsen Mey. They explored ex- 
tensively the coast near New York. 

Blok discovered and named Block Island, south of Rhode 
Island, and also the Eeist river, to which he gave the name of 
Heilegat, from the Hellegat river in East Flanders. 

Captain Mey proceeding southward, discovered and named 
Capes May and Henlopen, or Hindlopen.. On the return ol'theae 
ships, a Capt. Hendrickson was leli on the coast, to prosecute 
discoveries. 

The tract of country extending from the Connecticut to the 
Delaware river, received the name of New Netherlands ; and 
the exclusive right to trade there for three years from that date, 
Oct. 11, 1614, was granted to the discoverers by the StatM 
General. 

The discoverers, upon the passage of this grant, formed 
themselves into a company, called the United New Netherlands 
Company. This company erected, the same year, a fort and a 
trading house at an island, near the head of navigation on the 
Hudson, just below the present city of Albany, Mid garrisoned 
it with ten or twelve men. Another fort was erected at the 
southern point of Manhattan Island ; and men were despatched 
in every direction among the Indian tribes, to induce them to 
trade with the company. 

In 16IS, a flood in the Nm-th river, or Mauritius, as it was 
called, injured the compwiy's fort at Castle Island, near Albany, 
so much that it was deemed best to remove it to another posi- 
tion. Accordingly, a site was chosen on the Normanskill, or 
creek, a few miles below. Here they made a treaty with the 
Five Nations. The charter granted to the New Netherlands 
Company, by the States General, having expired this year, 
(1618,) they petitioned for its renewal, but in vain. Private 
traders, principally the former partners of that company, con- 
tinued, however, to visit thecoufttry for the purposes of traffic. 
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At tliia period the attention of the Puritans, who aflerwarda 
eettledat Plymouth, was attracted to this fertile &.nd beautiful 
country. Having in vain applied to England, for grants of ter- 
ritory ill the New World, they iatimated, ia the beginning of the 
year 1620, to the prominent individuals concerned ia the trade 
to the New Netherlands, their desire to emigrate thither. This 
intimation was readily and willingly received by these traders, 
and a petition presented by them to the States General, for 
their approval of the project. War existing, however, between 
the States General and Spain, that body thoug-ht best, not to 
approve this proposition. 

In June, 1621, was passed the charter of the Dutch West 
India Company, an armed Mercantile Association, which was 
designed tn extend the feme wid power of the Netherlands j and 
to render them formidable upon the seas to Spain, their old and 
sanguinary enemy. This charter, though not particularly 
favorable to freedom, was as liberal io its provisions, as that of 
any other commercial association of that period. 

The West India Company having been fully organized, 
sent out a ship called the New Netherlands, on the 20th of 
June, 1623, to their newly acquired possessions, under the 
direction ofCapt. Mey already noticed, and Adriaen Joriszen 
Tienpont. The former of these, proceeded immediately to the 
Delaware, then called the South, or Prince Hendrick's river, 
and there .established a fort, near the present town of Glouces- 
ter, which he named fort Nassau. The same year a fortified 
post, called Fort Orange, was erected within the limits of the 
present city of Albany, a few miles above that erected in 1618, 
on the Normansldll. 

DIEECTOR MINUIT's ADMIHI3TBAT10N. 

Inl624, Peter Minuit, of Wesel, in Westphalia, having been 
appointed director of New Netherlands, arrived in the country, 
bringing with him several families of Walloons, inhabitants of 
the irontier between Belgium and Prance. 

These settled on a bay of Long Island, near Manhattan Isl- 
and, caJled from them Wahlebocht, or the bay of the foreigners, 
a name since corrupted into Wallabout. Here Sarah deRa- 
pelje, the first child of European parentage, whose birth occur- 
red in the colony, was bornin June, 1625. 

The government of this newly established colony was vested 
in the director,, and a council of five, who possessed supreme 
executive, legislative and judicial authority in the colony. 
The only other important officer of the government was the 
Schout Fiscal, who filled both the offices ot Sheriff and Attor- 
ney General. Under the superintendence of these authoritiee, 
the trade of tJie colony prospered. 
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In 1626, Staten Island was purchased of the Indians ; and in 
the same year, the island of Manhattan was bought for the 
Bum of twenty-four dollars. The fort, upon this latter island, 
received the title of Fort Amsterdam, and the colony that of 
New Amsterdam. 

An affray occurred between some of Minuit's farm servants 
and an Indian^ in which the latter was killed. No attempts 
were made to punish the murderers; and this outrage after- 
wards led to serious consequences. The exports of the colony 
this year amounted to about §19,000, 

In the ensuing year, 1627, amicable correspondence was 
opened between the Dutch authorities at New Amsterdam, 
and the Pilgrim settlers at Plymouth. In this correspondence 
the English authority was set up by the Plymouth colonists 
Over the region watered by the Connecticut, and denied by the 
Dutch. 

Up to the year 1629, no colonies, properly so called, can be 
said to have been established in the New Netherlands. The 
settlements were simply trading establishments, in which the 
traffic in furs was the principal emploe'ment ; and the soil was 
hardly cultivated in sufficient quantities to supply the wants of 
the traders. 

la Sept. 1628, Admiral Heyn, who had charge of the West 
India Company's fleet, captured the Spanish Plate ships, con- 
taining gold, silver, &c. to the value of five millions of dollars. 
The dhectors of the company, elated by such unexpected good 
fortune, were disposed to yield to any measure apparently cal- 
culated to incre^e theii^ wealth; and at the meeting of the 
company's council (commonly known as the XIX,) on the 7th 
of June, 1626, a measure was adopted, the effects of which are 
yet felt in the state. 

This measure was, the passage of a grant to certain individ- 
uals, of extensive seignories, or tracts of land, with feudal 
rights, giving Ihem power over the lives and persons of their 
BUbjects. Certain restrictions and limitations were made in 
this grant, which was called " The Freedoms and Exceptions, 
granted by the Assembly of the XIX, of tlie Priviliged West 
India Company, to all such as shall plant any colonies in New 
Netherlands." 

Under this grant Samuel GodyaandSamuelBIoemmaert pur- 
chased, soon after, a tract of land, thirty-two miles long, and two 
miles wide, on the south-west side of Delaware Bay; and on 
the 18th of April, 1630, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, a pearl mer- 
chant of Amsterdam, secured a tract on the west side of the 
Northriver, embracing the site of the present city of Albany. 
By subsequent purchase, in this year and in 1637, Mr. Van 
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BensBelaer became proprietor of a tract of land, twentyfoUT 
milea long, and forty-eight broad, now composing the counties 
of Albany, Renaeelaer, and part of the county of Columbia. 

In 1630, Godyn and Bloemmaert also secured a tract, on the 
opposite ^reofthe Delaware Bay, making a territory of sixty- 
four milea in circumference. Another of the company's direct- 
ors, Michael Paauw, purchased Staten Island, Jersey City and 
Ahasimus, now called Harsimus, with the lands adjacent. 

This colony was called Pavonia: that on the Delaware, 
Zwanendal, or ttie valley of ewane, and Mr. Van Rensselaer's, 
Rensselaerwyck. 

Active exertions were forthwith made to colonize these vast 
estates. Colonies were sent to Rensselaerwyck and Zwanen- 
dal 1 and fortifications erected. Anxious, however, to partici- 
pate in the very profitable trade in furs and peltries, tlie Pa- 
troons, in the opinion of the other directors, soon transcended the 
limits prescribed, in the bill of Freedoms and Exceptions. 
Hence difflcuities arose between the two parties, which mate- 
rially embarrassed theprosperity of the infant colonies. Minuit 
the director, was recalled, partly probably from the machina- 
tions of Wouter Van Twiller, who, in the capacity of agent of 
the company, had visited the colony two years before, (1633.) 

On his way home in March, 1632, Director Minuit was forced, 
by stress ofwealier, to put mto the port of Plymouth, England. 
The vessel was immediately seized, on her arrival, on a charge 
of having traded and obtained her cargo in countries subject to 
Her Brittanic Majesty. Considerable diplomatic correspondence 
ensued between the State officers of England and the Nether- 
lands ; and finally, the object of fee English government, (the 
assertion of their title,) having been attained, the vessel was 
released. 

During this period the dispute between the Patroons and the 
colony continued. In the latter part oithe year, the Indians in 
the neighborhood of the DelawareBay, considering themselves 
injured, came suddenly upon the colony of Zwanendal, and 
butchered in cold blood all the coioniste, thirty-four persons in 
number. The next year, Captain de Vries, ie founder of the 
colony, returned from Holland, and, finding himself unsJile to 
punish the treachery of the Indians, made a peace with them. 



S jlDMimsTRATION. 

In April, 1633, Wouter Van Twiller, a relation of the PEi- 
troon Van Rensselaer, having been appointed director of the 
eettlement, arrived at New Amsterdam. About this time also 
Rev. Everardus Bogardus, the first minister, and Adam Roe- 
iandeen, the first schoolmaster, arrived in the colony. Van 
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Twiller seems to have been ill calculated to govern the colony, 
at BO stormy a period as tliia. Addicted to the use of intoxica- 
ting liquors, he only resorted to heavier potations, when the 
emergency called for sober and vigorous action. 

In the early part of his administration, the Dutch settlements, 
on the Connecticut, were established. In 1614, Adrien Blok, 
one of the most enterprising captains in the employ of the New 
Netherlands Company, had discovered this river, and named it 
the Fresh Water River. 

In 1632, Hans EnclHys,oneof the servants of the West India 
Company, had set up the arms of the States General at Kievita 
Hoeck, now Saybrook Point, thus formally taking poBseesion of 
the river. He had also purchased a tract of la«d, at tliat point, 
for the company, from the Indians. 

On the 8th of June, 1633, Jacob Van Curler, under the 
direction of Van Twiller, purchased territory along the Con- 
necticut river, embracing most of the site of the present city 
of Hartford, and several of the adjacent towns, of Tatloe- 
pan, chief of Sickenam (Little) River. Un tiiis territory he 
erected a fort or trsiding post, which he fortified wifli two 
pieces of cannon. 

On the 16th of September following, a vessel commanded by 
Capt. Wm. Holmee, aad eent by the Plymouth Colony, who 
had settled about Massachusetts Bay, ascended the Connecti- 
cut On passing the fort, Capt. Holmes was ordered to stop ; 
but being in stronger force than the Dutch, he persisted; and 
proceeded, (though not without repeated protests from the 
Dutch authorities at New Amsterdam,) to erect, a litde above, 
the frame of a house which he had brought round in his vessel. 
During this and the succeeding year, the contest between 
the Patroons and the Company continued to the raanilest disad- 
vantage of both parties. 

la leys, the English at Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay, 
sent several new colonies to iJieCoimecticut river, one of which, 
under the command of Governor Winthrop, landing at Say- 
brook Point, tore down the arms of the States General, and 
carved a Luffoon's face in its stead. They also refused to let 
the utch iau. , on the tract they had purchased in 1632 ; and 
erected on the very same tract, Saybrook fort. 

At the present site of Springfield, Mass., Mr. Fynchon estab- 
lished a trading house and a plantation : and the next year, 
1636, Hooker and his followers located themselves in Hartford. 



In 1637, the mal-administration of Director Van Twiller 
having come to the ears of the company, William Kieft was 
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appointed in hie place. Director Kieft arrived in New Arastei-- 
dam in March, 1638, and (bund the fort greatly dilapidated ; the 
company's property wretchedly managed, and every thing be- 
tokening the prevalence of disorder. Director Van Twiiler, 
however, had not suffered his own interests to be neglected ; 
hia litrme were well stocked, and his houses in good repair. 

The new director began, with astrong hand, to reform abuses, 
and to improve his colony; but he was a man of headstrong 
temper, who would not brook control or advice, and possessed, 
at the same time, a weak and ill balanced mind. Like his pre- 
decessor, he was addicted to intemperate h^its. 

In 1638, Peter Minuit, the first Director of the New Nether- 
lands, who had, after hia dismission from that station, gone 
to Sweden, arrived on the coast with a Swedish colony, and 
settled upon the banksof the Delaware, within the limits ol the 
territory claimed by the Dutch. 

Having erected a fort there, which he named Fort Christina, 
after the Swedish queen, Kieft protested against his course, as 
an invasion of hia territory : but from the weakness of his own 
colony, he was obliged to content himself with protesting. 

In the latter part of the year 1638, the restrictions which 
hitherto had been placed, by the company, upon the trade to the 
New Netherlands; were taken off, aid free traffic encouraged. 
This measure gave a new impulse to trade and emigration; 
new farms were talten up ; and a number of gentlemen ot 
wealth and distinction removed to the colony. 

PerBecution,too, drove many, from New England and Virginia, 
to settle among (he more tolerant Datch, who, though firm in 
their adiierence to their own creed, did not deem it necessary 
to persecute those who differed from them in religious tenets. 

In the mean time the aggressive disposition of the English 
settlers stilt continued. They founded a colony at New Haven, 
notwithstanding Director Kieft'a protests; they occupied the 
fertile valley of the Tunxis(Farmington) river; and even went 
so far as to plough and sow the company's lands around the Fort 
of Good Hope at Hartford, assaulting and severely wounding 
some of the men in charge of that post, whom they found at 
work in the fields. 

Tlie commander of the fort, Gysbert Op Dyck, promptly re- 
monstrated against this unwarrantable procedure, but the Eng- 
lish justified themselves on the ground, that as the lands were 
uncultivated, and the Dutch did nothing to improve them, "it 
was a sin to letsuoh fine lands he waste." 

Not satisfied with these aggressions, the Plymouth company 
proceeded to grant the whole of Long Island, to the Earl of Stir- 
ling ; and a settlement was soon afterwards effected, by Lyon 
Gardiner, at Gardiner's Island. 
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The Dutch, meantime, were active in estabhshing' settlements, 
at the western extremity of the island. Lands were granted to 
settlers in Brooldyn, then called Breuckelen; at Gowanus, and 
at Gravenzande, now called Grave send. 

lo May, 1640, a company of emigrants from Lynn, Mass., 
claiming authority under Ijie Earl of Stirling's patent, com- 
menced a settlement near Cow Neck, The Director having 
learned this fact, despatched the Schout, or Sheriff, with a band 
ofsoldiers, to investigate the matter; and, if they had actually 
commenced a settlement, to take them prisonera. This was ac- 
complished; andafler examination, they were dismissed, on con- 
dition, that they should leave the territory of their High Mighti- 
nesses, the S 1 tes Giene.'i 1. 

In the autumn of the same year they returned, ajid founded 
the town of Southampton, L. L Other settlers, from the same 
quarter, soon afterfounded Souliiold. These settlements were 
not disturbed by the Dutch. 

This year, a most sanguinary contest commenced, with the 
Indians, which continued to disturb the colony for five years; 
and had well nigh depopulated it The causes of this war were 
many. The Indians saw, with daily increasing envy and dis- 
like, the heritage of their fathers occupied by strangers. The 
settlers, often arrogant Euid selfish, deprived them of their real 
or imagined rights. 

In addition to this. Director Kieit, acting, as he alleged, under 
inatructiona received from Holland, proceeded to lay a lax on 
the Indian tribes for the support of the colony. This aroused 
their indignation; and unfortunately, about this lime, arohbery, 
committed by some of the servants of the colonists, was attrib- 
uted to the Indians. Kieit'a imprudent disposition led him lo 
send a body of soldiers, lo execute summary vengeance upon 
the supposed offenders. A number of them were inhumanly 
butchered, and their crops destroyed. 

This produced deep hostility of feeling, on the part of the 
Indians ; and the following season, with the cunning character- 
istic of their race, they took measures for revenge. Unexpect- 
edly, they attacked Slaten Island, and killed several planters. 
Kieft sought satisfaction, by exciting a war between the Indian 
tribes. 

Early in 1642, he determined to avenge a murder, which had 
been committed by one of the Indians. He accordingly called 
a council of twelve men, from among the citizens of New Am- 
sterdam, to aid him, in deciding upon the proper course to be 
pursued. 

This council advised patienceand forbearance; and then pro- 
ceeded to take up die abuses of bis government, and to ask for 
reforms. Kieft soon dismissed them, forbade their meeting 
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agaifl, and disregarding their advice, sent acompany of Boldiere 
to attack the ladiana, Tiiey were unsuccessful infiadiaglhem, 
and a hollow peace was concluded between the two parties, 
This however did not long continue. 

In 1643, one of the Hackensaek tribe, having been robbed by 
some of tlie Dntch, kilted two of them in revenge. Kieft de- 
manded the murderer, but the Indians refused to deliver him 
up. At this juncture the Mohawks, the most Ibrmidable tribe, 
in the territory bordering on the Hudson and the Lakes, de- 
scended the river for the purpose of levying tribute Jrom the 
wealter tribes, in the neighborhood of New Amsterdam, 

These, terror- stricken, fled to the Dutch for protection, and 
might have been won to sincere friendship, by kindness; but 
having been received kindly for a few days, ihey left the colony, 
and scattered themselves among the adjacent tribes. 

It was at this period that Kieft, forgetful of the dictates ol 
humanity, suffered himself to authorize a transaction which 
stains, most foully, his whole administration. At a drunken 
revel on the 28d of February, 1643, a petition was presented to 
him by some of the most blood thirsty of the inhabitants, re- 
questing hira to order the extermination of these Indians, thus 
deprived of a shelter and a home. Kieft.readily complied, and 
when the season of debauchery was past, refused to recall hie 

Two parties of soldiers were sent out at night to surprise 
and destroy the unsuspecting red men. One hundred and 
fen were killed, and thirty taken prisoners. Nor were these 
all warriors, who were thus butchered in their sleep. "Women 
and children were cut to pieces, by the swords of these ruthless 
exterminators ; and neither age, nor sex were spared. 

The consequences, as might have been expected, were, that 
the farms and buildings of the Dutch were burned by the exas- 
perated Indians ; numbers of the settlers were killed ; and in a 
few weeks Kieft was compelled to receive the inhabitants into 
the fort, as the only place which afforded protection, against the 
assaults of the savages. His course aroused the prejudices of 
the people against him; and. endeavoring to throw the blame of 
it upon others, he was threatened with a^assiaation. 

In the autumn of 1643, the savages united togetlier to drive 
the Dutch from New Amsterdam ; and almost daily, murders 
were committed by them. Kieft was again compelled to submit 
to the association of the representatives of the people, with him- 
self in the government. 

Having received a reinforcement, from the English settlers at 
Westchester, in 1644, under the command of Capt. Underbill, 
several expeditions were undertaken against their common 
enemy, in which some eight hundred were slain. These re- 
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suits led the Indian tribes of Long Island, and the siiore adja- 
cent, (east of New Amsterdam,) to sue for peace ; but it was 
not of long continuance. In 1645, however, a treaty waa con- 
cluded, through the powerful intervention of the Mohawks, with 
most of the Indian tribes. 

During this whole period, from 1640 to 1645, the English colo- 
nists were constantly pursuing a course of aggression, upon the 
territoriea claimed by the Dutch. Determined to harass the 
commander of the fort at Hartford, till he should be compelled 
to leave his post, they neglected no means of carrying into 
eflect their resolution. They also proceeded to establish settle- 
ments, west of the Connecticut, wherever they could obtain a 
foothold. 

On their southern frontier, too, the Swedes were depriving 
them of tlieir trade with the Indiana, and securing the fairest 
lands, watered by the Delaware and its tributaries, for their 
farms, notwithstanding these had been previoHsIy purchased of 
the native proprietors, by the Dutch. 

The " Colonie" of Rensselaerwyck, meanwhile, rcmovedfrom 
these troubles, and cultivating a friendly relation with the In- 
dian tribes, was peaceful and prosperous. The Patroon corn- 
plamed, indeed, that his rents were not punctually paid ; but the 
number of his bouweries, or farms under cultivatioa, and the 
amount of exports, showed conclusively, that its interests were, 
on the whole, well managed. 

Mindful of the religious improvement of his colonists, the Pa- 
troon sent over in 1642, the Eev. Johannes Megapolensis, as 
minister of the " Colonie," who labored among them efficiently 
and successfully for many years. 

Mr. Van Rensselaer never resided in his colony; but confided 
its management to a Commissary General, or Superintendent ; 
which office was filled by Arendt Van Curler or Corlaer, a 
most worthy and excellent man; and after him by Anthony de 
Hooges. 

The office of Schout Fiscal or Sheriff and Attorney General, 
was also one of great irriportance, and was filled by Jacob Albert- 
sen Planck, and afterwards by Adriaen Van der Donck, 

In 1643, a church was erected on what is now Church street, 
Bear Market street, or Broadway, Albany. 

In 1646, the venerable Patroon, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, died 

at Amsterdam. His son Johannes succeeded him as Patroon. 

In 1647, two whales ascended tlie Hudson, one of which 

grounded on an island at the month of the Mohawk, causing 

great consternation among the honest burghers. 

The Assembly of the XIX. finding their colony at New Am- 
sterdam decreasing in numbers and wealth, and verging towards 
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destruction, under the mismanagement ofDirectorKieft, resol^"- 
ed to recall him ; and in 1645 appointed in liis place General 
Peter Stuyvegant, formeriy Director of the Island of Curacoa. 



GOVBBNOB STDYVESAHT's ADMIN laTHATION. 

Peter Sfuyvesant, the successor of Kieft, inthe government of 
New Netherlands, had been Director of the Dutch settlement at 
Curacoa and the adjacent islands; and had acquired a high 
reputation for military prowess. Having been wounded in the 
siege ofSt Martins, in 1644, he returned to Holland for eurgical 
aid. In 1645, hia health having been pavtialiy restored, the 
West India Company appointed him Director of their colony ol 
New Netherlands. 

Changes, however, made at his suggestion, in the organization 
of the colony, and the difference of opinion wWch existed between 
the different chambers of the company, relative to the propriety 
ot these changes, prevented him from proceeding immediately 
to take charge of his post; and it was not till the 27th of May, 
1647, that he entered upon the duties of liis office. Meanwhile, 
the colony continued mider the misrule of Director Kiefl 

Though possessed of stem integrity and honesty of purpose, 
yet the strict military education which he had received, had im- 
pressed Governor Stuyveaant, with ideaa of the necessity of 
rigid discipline, which eoon involved him in contentions with the 
citizens. These, having tasted in their own country, some of the 
blessings of freedom, and witnessing, daily, the liberty enjoyed 
by their English neighbors, were desirous of making trial of a 
Uoerat form of government. 

His first controversy was with the guardi^is of Johannes Van 
Rensselaer, son of the first Patroon, Kihaen Van Rensselaer, 
who had deceased in 1646, leaving his son Johannes, then a 
minor, to the guardianship of Wouter Van Twiller, (the second 
Director,) and one Van Sleightenhorst. This controversy was 
kept up lor a long period, and finally terminated, by a reference 
to the States General. 

While it was pending, in 1649 and 1650, the Gemeente, or 
Commonalty of New Netherlands, instigated by Adriaen Van 
derDonck,* already mentioned as the first Attorney General of 
Rensselaer wyck, sent repeated remonstrances to the States 
General, concerning the administration of Stuyvesant, and 
earnestlv solicited his recall. 

The States General, unwilling to act hastily, in a matter of so 
much importance, repeatedly appointed committees to investi- 
gate the charges made against him ; and on the EJ^th of April, 

(ng,hut fjosseased of a restless end smbllioua aiilrll. He had, previously lo tliis 
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1652, passed an order for hie recall. Just at this juncture, a 
war with England commenced, and the States General, esteem- 
ing it highly important, that their intweste in the New World 
should be protected , by aa officer of coiirage eind ability, on the 
16th of May, rescinded their resolution of the 27th of April, and 
StUTvesant retained his station. 

In order to compensate, as tar as possible, for th"s slighting 
the wishes of the people, the States General, in 1653, granted 
to the city of New Amsterdam, a cliarter of incorporation, 
making the city officers elective, and giving them jurisdiction, 
except in capital cases. 

During this period the English, against whom Kieft had so 
often protested, encroached still farther upon the bounds of the 
Dutch. They established settlements npon the Housatonic 
river, and at Greenwich, upon the main land ; and crossing over 
to Long Island, organized colony after colony, upon its fertile 

In vain Stuyvesant remonstrated; in vain he attempted to 
remove their settlements by force, or compelled the inhabit- 
ants to swear allegiance to Holland. For every remonstrance 
they had a reply ; and against the employment of force they 
made threats, which the more flourishing state of their colonies, 
he well knew, would enable them to fulfil. They seemed as 
much offended at his resistance, as the Dutch were by their 
aggressions ; and frequently, in their controversies, laid claim 
to Uie whole territory under the king's patent, or on account of 
Cabot's discovery. 

Wearied ivitJi these protracted disputes, Governor Stuyve- 
saat repaired to Hartford, in September, 1650, where the com- 
missioners of the colonies were in session, to adjust their diffi- 
culties, by a personal interview. Unsuccessful in this, he left 
the settlement in tlie hands of four deputies, two to be chosen 
by each party ; and, secure in the justice of Ws cause, appointed 
as his commi^ioners, two Englislunen, Willet and Baxter. 

On the29thof Septemfwr, the commissioners reported arti- 
cles of agreement, relinquisliing to the English, half of Long 
Island, Mid all the lands on the Connecticut, except those actu- 
ally occupied by the Dutch, and prohibiting the Connecticut col- 
onists from settling within ten miles of the Hudson. 

Hard as were these conditions, Stuyvesant having once agreed 
to them, determined to maintainthem in goodfeith, and obtained 
their ratificalion, from the States General, in February, 1656. 
The English government never ratified them, nor did the English 
colonists pay much regard to them, in their subsequent treat- 
ment of the Dutch, for in 1655 they seized, (under Cromwell's 
orders,) the fortat Hartford, with all its effects; thus termina- 
ting, by force, the existence of that colony. 
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In 1653, a charge of conspiracy between Governor Stuyve- 
aanl and the Indians, to massacre the iahabitants of all the New 
England coloniee, was falsely preferred, by Connecticut and 
New Haven; and but for the firm resistance of Massachusetls, 
to ao iniquitous a transaction, they would have proceeded im- 
mediately to destroy Neiv Amsterdam. When this foul charge 
reached the ears of Governor Stuyvesant, it met with an in- 
dignant denial ; a denial, to the truth of which, his whole life 
gave the fullest evidence. 

In 1659, Massachusetts, pretending that the agreement made 
at Hartford, did not extend farther than twenty miles from ttie 
coast, claimed the land on the Hudson, above the parallel of 43°, 
and demanded the right of free navigation of that river. 

On the southern frontier, too.ithe Swedes were not idle. To 
prevent their encroachments, Stuyvesant, in 1654, erected and 
garrisoned fort Casimir, on the Delaware, at the site of the 
present town of New Castle. Riaingh, the Swedish governor, 
soon visited it ; and, having, under the guise of friendship, ob- 
tained admission, treacherously po^esBed himself of the fort. 

The West India company, indignant at this perfidious act, 
sent orders to Stuyvesant, to reduce the Swedish settlements on 
the Delaware. Accordingly, in September, 1655, he lelt New 
Amsterdam, at the head of a force of nearly 700 men; and on 
the 16th, Fort Casimir, and on the 26th of September, Fort 
Christina, the head quarters of the Swedish governor, capitula- 
ted, without bloodshed. The terms offered by ihe Dutch, to the 
conquered, were so favorable, thatinoBC of them remainedin the 
colony. 

During Governor Stuyvesant's absence, upon this expedition, 
a large body of Indiana, deeming it a fiivorable opportunity to 
plunder, came upon the defenceless plantations, murdered a 
number of the inhabitants, and robbed several farms. The re- 
turn of the Governor, however, put an end to their incursions. 

Fort Casimir, after its recapture, became the nucleua of a 
colony, founded by the city of Amsterdam, and called New Am- 
etel. The terms offered to emigrants were so favorable, that it 
soon became a place of importance; and in 1657, one Alriclts, 
was appointed Lieutenant Governor of that, and the other 
Dutch possessions, on the Delaware. 

In 1656, Governor Stuyvesant, who was a zealous and some- 
what bigoted supporter of the Reformed Dutch chm'ch, impris- 
oned some Lutherans, who had come into the colony, and per- 
sisted in the observance of their own forms of worship. In 
1658, he baniaked from the colony, a Lutheran preacher, who 
attempted to establish a church of his own persuasion. At 
Vlissingen, (now Flushing,) where the doctrines of the Qua- 
kers had made some progress, he attempted, but, of course, un- 
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Eucceserully, to eradicate them by fines, imprisonment, and ban- 
ishment. Their numbers increased with tinieir pereecotion. 

la 1659, Lord BaMmore protested against the settlements on 
the Delaware, as being- within the bounds of hie patent. To 
thia protest, Siuyvesant replied on the 6th of October, setting 
forth Uie claims of the Dutch to the South, or Delaware river, 
and its coasts. 

In 1663, a body of Indians attacked Fort Esopus, now Kings- 
ton, and killed sixty-five persons. Suspecting that several 
tr iljies were leagued together in these hostilities against the colo- 
nists, Stuyvesant assembled the magistrates of the adjacent 
towns, to confer on the measures necessary for the defence of 
the colony. Having recommended such measures as they 
thought advisable, the magfstrates turned their attention to the 
civil condition of the colony, and urged inforcible language, upon 
the governor, and the West India Company, the right of the 
people lo a share, in the administration of the government. 

In 1653, a convention of delegates from the different towns 
had met in New Amsterdam, and in similar terms had remon- 
strated with the Governor and Company, against the abridge- 
ment of their rights, as citizens of Holland, But Stuyve^t, 
true to his miUtary education, regarded such remonstrances, or 
petitions, with little favor. 

On the 30th of March, 1664, Charles 11., King of England, 
regardless of the rights of Holland, granted to his brother 
James, Duke of Albany and York, the whole of the New Neth- 
erlands. The Duke forthwith despatched Colonel NicoUs, with 
threeshipsofwar,anda sufficient force, to conquer his province. 
Governor Stuyvesant hearing of their approach, attempted 
to put the fort and town in a state of defence, but the sturdy 
burghers, tired of an arbitrary ai«I despotic government, refu- 
sed to second hie exertions. When, therefore, the fleet ap- 
peared before the city, and offered favorable terms, they insisted 
upon a capitulation. Governor Stuyvesant, angry at their want 
of spirit, tore, the letter of Colonel Nicolls in pieces before 
them ; nor could he be induced to sign the articles of capitula- 
tion, till the 6th ol September, (1664,) two days alter tliey were 
prepared. 

These terms were, perhaps, the mostfavorable ever offered 
to a captured city. The inhabitants were permitted to remain 
in the colony, if ttiey chose, upon ttJting the oath of allegiance 
to the English crown; to retain or dispose of their property; 
to elect theu- own local magistrates; and to enjoy their own 
forms of religious worship. The name of the colony and city 
was changed to New York. 

Governor Stuyvesant, soon after the capitulation, went to 
Holland, but returned to New York in a few years, and spent 
the remainder of his life there. 
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THE ENGLISH COLONIAL GOVERNMENT. 

CoLOKBL NccoLLS having thus acquired tlie peaceable posaes- 
eionoftheNewNetherlanda, was appointed by the Duke, Gov- 
ernor of the province, in the autumn of 1664. 

He appears 10 have be«i a man of prudence, moderaUDn, and justics ; and 
though vested wilh almost absoloie authoray, used il ui prolnoUng the good of 
Uw provhica. During hia adnitniatralion, an eflbrt wsa made, but unBucoesBtuUy, 
lo determine the boundary between New York and ConneclieuL 

In January, 1665, a law was passed, requiring the approval 
and signature of the Governor, to all deeds of lands purchased 
from the Indians, in order to render the tides valid. This was 
neceBsary, as the Indians frequently sold the same tract of land 
to different individuals. 

On the 12tii of June, 1666, Governor Nicolls granted a char- 
ter to the city of New York. 

In 1667, he gave place to Colonel Francis Lovelace, who held 
Hie I'eins of government till 1673, when it was recaptured by 
the Dutch. 

Though somewhat arhicrary, and disposed to buitlen Ihe people With heavy 
taxes, the urbanity of his manners, and hia detlro for the wellare of the totonj, 

of Ilie Dutch InhabitanlB of the colony, he granted them ^ermlEEion to send to 
HoHanfl for a minister. End guarantied hia support from tho public IreBBUry. 

On the 7th of August iNew Style) Captains Everlsen and 
Binckes, the commanders of a Dutch squadron, which had been 
cruising off the American coast, entered the harbor of New 
York. Governor Lovelace was absent in New England; and 
the fort and city were under the command of Captain Manning. 
The fort appears to have been much dilapidated, and scantily 
eupplied with ammunition. 

The Dutch squadron demanded its immediate surrender. 
Captain Manning asked for delay ; but the invaders replied that 
he should have but half an hour. At the end of that period they 
opened their lire upon (he fort, which Caplain Manning 
returned, as well as he was able, until his ammunition was 
eshauBted. The Dutch, meantime, had succeeded in effecting a 
landing upon the island, in tlie rear of the fort ; and perceiving 
that further resistance was useless, Captain Manning surren- 
dered, without formal terms of capitulation.* 
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ForUitmtely tbi the city, the Ihitcb comtuanders vwce men of literal fbelinga ; 
Bnd mln^flil of tbe coortewia ti^autient rlieir counicymen bad teceived fn 1664, 
Ihey granted evety privilege of ciUiem, to the iMiiabltanlB, 

The name of New York, they changed to New Orange, that 
of Albany to WiQiamstadt, and the Jbrt previously called 
Fort James, to William Hendrick. Captain Anthony Colve 
was appointed Governor. Connecticut protested against Ihia 
Invaision, but with as little success, as Governors Stuy vesant and 
Kieft had formerly done, to her usurpations. By the treaty of 
February 9th, 1674, New York was restored to the English. 
It was not, however, given up by the Dutchj till the following 
autumn. 

Some doubts existing, relative to the validity of the Duke of 
York's patent, both on account of the Dutch occupation, and 
the feet, that it was wrested from that nation in time of peace, 
he deemed it advisable to obtain a new patent, from his brother, 
in 1674. 

In the autumn of this year. Major Edmond Andross, after- 
wards ao well known as the tyrant of New England, arrived in 
New York, and assumed the office of governor. 

Hia BdminiBtraUon In Now York Beeiiis to have bean marked by ftw striWis 
events. He wan nelthei tbe love nor tlie hatred of Itle citi^ena ; and beii^ alH 
sent a part of the time, attending to tbe mote refractors' Kew England colonies, 
be did not manjt^ In las own state, the tjranny, wMcb subc^quentif tendered 

In 1S7S. NicolauB Tan Benseelaer, a younger eiHi of the first Patroon — caoie 

(avot be bad retained, and wtebed to setlle as mlDtetei in Albany. Nienenhyt. 
who was. at the time, pastor of tbe Reformed Dntch churcb, in that city, refused 
to tecogniie hiin, on tbe ground Uial be liad received Episcopal ordination. In 
the dilRcidty resulting from this letlisal, Androas took sides, Ihough onsucceai- 

Duriiig Governor Androse' frequent absences, Mr. Brook- 
hoist, the Lieutenant Governor, officiated. 

In August, 1683, Colonel Dongan succeeded Andross in the 
government of the colony ; and among his first acts, was one, 
granting permission to the people to elect an assembly, con- 
sisting of a council of ten persons, named by the proprietor or 
his deputy, and a house of representatives, eighteen in number, 
elected by the freeholders, to aid in the administration of gov- 
eriiment. 

In this year, the ten original counties were organized. 

In February, 1685, the Duke of York, on the death of hie 
brother Charles li., ascended the throne, under the title of 
James II. Among the first acts o( this bigoted and short sighted 
monarch, were his instructions to Dongan, to allow no printing 
press to be established ih the colony. 

Colonel Dongan. mindful of the neceseit; of keeping up friendlj relations with 
the poiverful contfederation of Ibe Iroquois, visited tbem in person, and by prea- 
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Ihe Frsncb si 
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iationa wlLb the SAvags Icibea ; Qi 
snd oonfonning to Iheit babUs, they eierled s poweiful in 



Cofand Songan. Uiougli h 
man not to perceive the injurioiu influence eiened by the piiesu upon these 
Indians, and accoidlDgJy Bttenipted to pravent (heir conUnuing among tlie tribes. 
But jDInes» infatuated by his i^al fur CariiolLciEm. forbade him to molest theu^t 

to the Catholic feilli. 

In vain. Dongan romonslraled ; he only irtilaled his mj-gl master, and in 1883 

Andross, who had preceded hiia, was designated as his suc- 
cessor, and New England waa added to his jurisdiction. 

Preferring to locate bimself, ^liere he could more easily inspect the coudact of 
hia New Engbna suhiecu, Governor Anfltosa mode Boston hie residence, coro- 
tnitUng the care of the colony of New York, to bis Lieutemint Governor. Colonel 

than his cbief, whose enormities so eiasperaieil Ihs people of Uessachusetts, thai, 
on the arrival of tbe news, at Boston, of the accession of William, Prince of 
Orange, to tike Ibrone, they inmiedialely Iraprisoned Andross, and sent him to 
Ellwand (Or trial. 

In New York, the intelligence ot the accession of the Prince 
of Orange did not, at first, produce a civil commotion. After 
a short time, however, a portion of the populace selected Jacob 
Leieler, a merchant of New York, of Dutch extraction, and the 
senior captain of the militia, as their leader, and proclaimed 
William and Mary. This movement, though popular with the 
masses, waa discountenanced by most of the prominent citizens, 
who were unwilling to acknowledge Leisler, as a leader. 
Colonel Nicholson, apprehending popular violence, eacaped on 
board a vessel in the harbor, and sailed for England. 

On the 3d of June, 1689,findinghimBelf surrounded by alarge 
number of adherente, Leieler assumed the reins of government, 
associating with himself in the cares of state, hie son-in-law, 
Jacob Milborne. 

In file spring of 1690, Milborne, at the head of a considerable 
force, went to Albany, to reduce that town [which had hitherto 
remained refractory], to allegiajice to the government of his fa- 
ther-in-law. At his first visit he was unsuccessful, but, at a sub- 
sequent period their fears of an. Indian invasion, led them to 
submit to his jurisdiction. His confiscation of the estates of 
some of those who opposed him, excited prejudices which ter- 
minated in the ruin of both Milborne and Leisler. 

During Milbome's absence at Albany, a letter from the Eng- 
lish ministry arrived, addressed to " Francis Nicholson, Esq. ; 
or, in hia absence, to such as, for the time being, take care for 
the preserving of the peace, and administering the laws, in his 
majesty's province of New York, in America." This letter em- 
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powered the person addressed, to take charge of the govern- 
ment, calhng in the aid of such of the inhabitantB, as he should 
think proper, vintil farther orders. 

Leisier, being by popular election acting governor, very prop- 
erly assumed, that this letter was addressed to himself; and 
consequently, by advice of the citizens, who constituted a com- 
mittee of s^ety, selected a council from each.of the counties, 
except Ulster and Albany, which had not yet submitted to his 
authority. 



imveray. 

This condition of things existed for nearly two years. To 
the horrors of civil commotion, were added the miseries of for- 
eign war, and hostile invasion. The French Court, being at 
war with England, had placed over its colonies in Canada, the 
aged but enterprising Count de Frontenac, the ablest and most 
formidable governor of their American possessions. 

This wily veteran at once determined to annoy his English 
neighbors, ajid accordingly despatched a force against Schenec- 
tady, in mid winter, which, after enduring extreme hardships, 
reached that place in the dead of night, and with the utmost 
barbarity, butchered its sleeping inhabitants, in cold blood. 

against Quebec, of wbich Sir WiUiam Phipps and FHa-Johii Winlbmp, aftcmarf 
governor of Conneclicut, were Ihe conimanriera ; but thiougli miBmanagement, 
and the BicknesB of the troops, the ejpediiion was unsucoeBsfqJ. 

Colonel Henry Slooghter, who had been appointed governor 
of New York, by King William, in 1689, arrived in 1691, His 
coming had been heralded, a few weeks before, by one Ingoldsby , 
a captain of Coot, who, without credentials of any kind, demanded 
that the fort should be surrendered to him. 

This demand) Leisier, with propriety, refused to obey; and 
when Colonel Sloughter, on his arrivtj, sent this same In- 
goldsby, to demand the surrender of the fort, Leisier asked a 
personal interview with him. His enemies, who had determined 
upon his ruin, seized upon this imprudent hesitation, as evidence 
of treason, and filling the ears of the weak-minded Sloughter 
with charges ag^sthim, they demanded his arrest. The next 
day he surrendered the fort, and was immediately alrested, and 
with his son-in-law, after a mock trial, condemned to death for 
high treason. 

Sloughter, however, hesitated to execute the sentence, and 
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wrote to tlio English ministry, for directions how to dispose of 
them. Their enemies thirsting for their blood were deter' 
mined not lobe thus foiled and persuabions having failed, they 
availed themselves of the known inCemperate habits of the gov- 
ernor, invited him to a binquet ind when he was completely 
intoxicated, induced him to sign the death warrant. Ere he 
was recovered from his debauch the unlortunate prisoners 
were executed. They met death with heroiL. fortitude, and 
Leisler eshibited a martyr a epint 

Tbeli eiraies were conflecaled, but Itieir s^hereulB were sonn afler psidoned, 



In June, 1691, Colonel Sloughter went to Albany, to hold a 
conference with the Indiana. On his return he died, very sud- 
denly, in Jvdy, 1691 ; and, until the English government could 
appoint a successor, Ingoldeby, the lieutenant governor, as- 
Bumed the government. The only event of importance, during 
his administration, was a conference with the Indians, with 
whom he concluded a treaty. 

In August, 1692, he was superpeded by Colonel Benjamin 
Fletcher, who soon exhibited the unamiable traits of his char- 
acter. In his intercouse with the Indians, he fortunately suf- 
fered himself to be advised by Major Peter Schuyler, a man, 
whose influence over them was unbounded, and who, in his in- 
terviews with them, gave them a favorable impression of the 
English. 

During moat of Flelchet's admlntslralion, he was engaged in contrDvetsies wilb 
the assembly, principollj' in regard to approptialions for his espeiiaes. He was 
empowered, by his commisaion, lo lake oommnnd of the DiiliUa of New Eng- 
land, as well as of New York; but proceedhig to Hartford for Ihla purpoee, be 
(Ound biosaclf Ulwarled, by the stubborn resialance of Ibe people of Connecllcnt. 

Richard, Earl of Bellomont, appointed in 1695, arrived as his 
successor in April, 1698. He was a man of great dignity, reso- 
lution and moral worth ; and was sent out by the king to take 
measures Ibr the suppression of piracy, which had at that period 
reached a fearful height. For this purpose the earl, before 
leaving England, at the recommendation of Mr. Livingston, 
commissioned Captain William Kidd, to sail in pursuit of the 
pirates, and endeavor to rid the seas of tb^n. 

* Historians have differed malerially fn Lhelr ealimale of Ihe cMraeier of 

(oiled for IU9 firmness sad bltoaiKj. It ia anpflcent from a careful eiamioalion 
of Ilia admlnlsmdDn, thai ha was a man of honealy and Integrity of pui^se, 
hut Btrorjgly prejudiced B^DStthe Roman CctholTc faith, and not nnssessed of 
those traltB of cnarsctar, which would qualify him for a auccaaafut eorernor, In 
the troubloua Ihnes in which he lived. 
Milbome wee a Plan of consldoroblo education, and uniloubtodly possossefl 

Sealer abllltlee, and perhaps lees integrity, than his rathei>ln-law. It Is ullegi^,j 
at LclKlct was very mucfi Influenced by him In hia moaaiu^cs. 
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boldly appeared jd BoaQ^» wbete he was arrested, and sent lo England for trial 

Lord Bellomont died in 1701, and JohnNanfan, who had been 
his lieutenant governor in New Tork, succeeded him in the 
government. 

The adminislralign of Lord Bellonionl is stained by Ihe enaclmenl of one law, 

passed, dhecttng Ihal every Catholic prieal who came mlo Uie colony, should be 
hanged. The design of this law was OIlegEd Id be, to prevent the Catholic ptJeaCs 
lioD] eiertiUB an hiduence upon the Indians, hosUle 10 the Eneliab. 

The earl, as well ea Nanfan, who was his Itinsman, had es- 
poused the cause of the friends of Leisler, Buid already two dis- 
tinct parties had been arrayeil against each other. 

In 1701, on the petition of the ft-raily of Leisler, to the queen, 
the attainder was reversed, and £1000 granted his heirs, as a 
compensation for their losses, 

Hicbotaa Bayard, one of the most acUie of those who had procured Ibe death 

hibited insubotdinstion lo the goveiament, nas arrested, in 1703, tried, convicted 
of high treason, and sentenced to degth. But l^is ptoseculois did not urge his im- 

ttom prison, and tJie attainder reversed- 

On the 3d of May, 1702, Lord Cornburj, grandson of the 
Earl of Clarendon, and first cousin to the queen, arrived as 
governor. 

Of all the Govemora of the colony under the Bngll^ crown. Lord Combury 
received the unenviable dlslhictton, of bei!« the worst.' Rapacious without a 
parallel, he hesitated not to apply the public money to his own private purposes ; 
and though notoriously vicious, yet be was so iauileranc, that be sought to estab- 
lish the Episcopacy at all hazards, impriaoniiig and prohibiting minlslera of other 
denominations, IVom eiercisuig their functions, without his special license. He 
was, moreover, as destitute of gtatitude, as of courtesy, iiijurit^ those most, t^m 
whom he had received the greatest benefits. His manners were as ignoble and 
undignified, as hie conduct was base, and when tbis hopeful scion of royalty wan- 

him] the people fell that he had taken CaUgula. for a model. 

So urgent were the complaints against him, tliat the queen, in 
December, 1708, felt herself compelled to revoke his commission. 
No sooner was hedeposedfrom office, than his creditors put him 
in jail, where he remained, till the death of his father, by eleva- 
ting him to tiie peerage, procured his liberation. He had at- 
tached himself to the Anti-Leislerian party. 

He was succeeded, in December, 1708, by John, Lord Love- 
lace, Baron of Hurley. The cheering hopes, to which the 
appointment of this excellent man gave rise, were doomed to 
siidden disappointment, as he died on the 5th of May, 1709. 

He was succeeded by the lieutenant governor, Ingoldsby, 
wliose administration, of eleven months, is only remarkable for 
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another uDsuccesaful attempt upon the French, possessions in 
Canada, under the direction of Colonel Nicholson. This oc- 
curred in 1709. 

ARet Uie fbiliiteof ible BHenipt, Colonel Scbujler visiced England with five or 
ing the colonies. 

In April, 1710, Lieutenant Goveraor Ingoldeby was removed 
from office, and Gerardue Beeltman, (he senior councillor, offi- 
ciated as governor, till the arrival of General Hunter, in June, 
1710. Three thousaJid Palatines, from Germany, flying from 
religious persecution in their own country, came over with 
Gfovernor Hunter. 

Blr Hoveden Wolker, and Uie troops under BrigBdler General Hil. Owing to 
mlamanaBenient, they did not enter the St lawienee Huffiniently early in the 
eeaeon, end having unskilful pilots, several of the ships nere wrecked in that 
river, and 800 soldiers lost. The whole eipedillon proved a feDuie. 

Ab was to he eipeoled, llie Bssemblj did not iiel hiclined in all tases to pay 
Implicit def^renc« to the governor's mandates ; vni. In the eaiiier years of his 
BdminiatraUon, Governor Hunter had several unpleasant collisions with that body. 
After a time, however, both parties eierclscd a Bphic of mutual ibrbearance, 
which made their intercour^ pleasant and advantageous to the colony- 

Meaauree were adopted, during' his administration, to adjust 
the boundaries between the colony and the etdjacent colonies of 
New Jersey and Connecticut; but no definite settlement was 

Few ol the colonial governors resigned their office more generally beloved, oi 
Theaddressoftheassembly to him, at his departure, in 1T19, in its tone of affitc- 
fertlle oaslq, amid the shifdng and arid sands of Sahara. 

Daring the period {a little more than a year) which elapsed 
between the departure of Governor Hunter, and the arrival of 
his successor, Colonel Schuyler, a,s senior member of the coun- 
cil, officiated in the place of the governor. Under hie adminis- 
tration, a treaty, offensive and defensive, was again concluded 
with, the Iroquois, 

GJovernor Burnet arrived in September, 3720, and continued 
in office till his death, in April, 1738. 

One of the first acts of his administration, was one prohib- 
iting the sale of goods, suitable for the Indian trade, to (he 
French from Cluebeo and Montreal, 

This, though a very Just and necesBaty measure, oicited great bitlameas of 
feehng on the pari of tJie merchants who were engaged in this traffic, and of 



Is of their adherents. Thay pi 
repeal ; hut were failed, by the able manner in which their Ifdee state 
Biposed, by Dr. CoMen, then a member of the council. 

During this sidtement, anoclier traneacijon aifecled Governor But 
Isrlty. He hiterf^red, at the request of one of the pardea concerned, in 
Bstlcal dUGculty, m the French church In New Tork city, and of ei 
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The Preneh in Canada, under the \igorouB government of 
the aged, but ambitious Count Frontenac, hadformed the design 
oferectingachain of mihfavy poete to the Ohio river, and along 
its banks; thus confining the English to the coast east of the 
Alleganies. In pursuance of this design, they proceeded, in 
1725, though not withoutthe moat atrenuous opposition, on the 
part of Governor Burnet and Colonel Schuyler, to erect a fort 
on Ni^ara river, .-which they called Fort Niagara, 

The next year, with equally violent opposition on the part of 
the French, Governor Burnet erected Fort Oswego, at the 
preaent site of the village of Oewpgo. 

^Fbe oew Assembly coovened in 1737, were of a different poKliCBl complezion 
&om Ibelr predeceEsors ; and between them and the governor, Utere were t^quenl 
and unpleafFuit contentions. These cnutenlions continued tin rlie period of Mb 
death. His fine talents, profouqd learning, and unaffected tipdnese of heart, 
caiu«d him to be esteemed even bf bis enemies, and bis Anils were entombed 

Colonel Montgomery succeeded Governor Burnet, in 1728, 
and remained in office till his death, which occurred in 1731. 
During his government, viz., in October, 1728, the good will of 
the Iroquois was secured, and they were engaged to aid in the 
defence of Fort Oswego. In December, 1729, the king, con- 
trary to the wishes and representations of the best citizens in 
the colony, repealed the law, prohibiting the sale of Indian goods 
to the French. The boundary between Connecticut and New 
York waa fully settled, and the line run, in May, 1731. 

Tn July of the same year, Colonel Montgomery having de- 
ceased. Rip Van Dam, the senior councillor, adminiatered the 
government, till August, 1732. During his administration, the 
French erected a fort at Crown Point, without any resistance 
on the part of the leeble and inefficient acting governor. 

On the first of August, 1733, Rip Van Dam was superseded 
by the arrival of Colonel Coaby, who remained in office tilt 
March, 1736, the period of hia death. 

Historians have been much divided In their views of Governor Coaljy, Some 
repreeenl lOm as an arbitrary, tyiannical and unjoat raler. Others regard him as 
a man of mild mntmers, but necetaarily driven to harsh measures, by the turbu- 
lent sphits will! whom he had to deaL 
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trial, Lis counsel, Maaars. Aiesonder and Smith, ijispute.i Ihc jurisdlclbii &f llid 
eovirt, and wero slricJien from Ihe roU of auotiieys in consequence. 

Andrew Hamfllon, <rf PhiTadelphBi y"^ employed to dafend Zenge.t, and the jury, 
wtthoiU leaving tbeli' seara, gave a verdicl oCaCQuibil, {lainilion wae presenied with 
the freedom Of Uia cily, in a gold hoi, as an ttdmowledgemsnt of his Bersices, in 
upholding Ihe liberties of the people, against a govemoi appointed by the crown. 

During Governor Cosby'e adminietration, a Latin grammar 
school was founded in New York, by the assembly. 

But a few days previous to his decease, Governor Cosby 
BUspended Rip Van Dam from the council, thereby preventing 
his acting as lieutenant governor, in the event of hie deatb. 
This act had well nigh ■produced aerioua troubles in the colony ; 
for Mr. Clarke, who was next in order of seniority, having as- 
sumed the government, Van Dam opposed him, and himself 
appointed various oflioers. 

The two parties soon came into collision, and a civil war 
seemed inevitable. Each party prepared for such a result, 
when, on the very eve of a conflict, a commission arrived Irom 
Bijgland, confirming Mr. Clarke, in the oflice of lieutenant gov- 
ernor, and president of the council. 

This, of cour5B, left the other parly no alternative but eubmlaaion. Cov- 
eraor Clarks eierted hbneelf, lo removs all just ground of complaint, from the 
people. He sought every occasion lo conciliate llioae who were hoadla lo hjm ; 
and during the Mven years he was in power, rendered himseif highly popular. 

In 1737, a company of Highlanders offered to settle on the 
shores of Lakes Champlain and George, if tbey could be coun- 
tenanced and aided by the assembly. As the colony would 
prove an eifectual barrier to the French, on the northern fron- 
tier, the proposition was cheerfully met, by many of the citizens ; 
but the assembly withheld the necessary aid, and the poor 
colonists were obliged to leave their lands, almost in a state of 

o famous in the annals of 
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each other, and were not corroborated by any of her associatea. Yet euoh was 
the alarm and iniktuaCion of the citisena. that on this woman's teslimony, 194 
Ifegroes and twenty Whites were imprisoned, Tbiiteen NegKKS were burned at the 
Blake, eighteen or Itcenty persons bailed, seventy transported to Ibieign countries, 
and fifty discbatged, 

ITie people, always suspleiouB of the Roman Catholics, arrested and eiecul?d 
several Irishmen, who professed thai faith, and who happened to arrive in [he 
colony about this Urae. Among otliets who were hangei was one Ury, a Calll- 
olic priest, who was condemned on two charges ; one, that he was concerned in 
the conqiiracy, and tiie t^ber, thai he was a CalboUc priest. The charge of con- 
tpiracy, be protested was untrue, nor was it proved against him. 

In September, 1743, George Clinton, son of the Earl of Lin- 
coln, arrived in the colony, with a commission as governor. 
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The ensuing year, war was declared, between England and 
France, and the colonists prepared to carry it on with vigor. 

In 1745, the colonies of New England and New York united 
inanattaeltuponthe French fortress, at Louisburg; and New 
York furoished ten pieces of cannon, and £8000 towards the 
expedition. It was surrendered in June, of that year. 

The colonies were seriously molealed, during the year 1746, 
by the Indians, in the pay of the French, who attacked and re- 
duced the English fort at Hoosick, and also made an incursipi) 
upon the setttement at Saratoga, murdering and plundering all 
who fell in their way. It was therefore determined to malte a 
vigorous attack upon the French fortresses at Crown Point and 
Niagara, and also to send an army to capture Quebec. For 
this purpose New York raised £40,000, and solicited aid from 
England, which was promised, but not furnished. The entofT 
prise proved unsuccessfiiL 

The peace of Ais la Chapelle was concluded in 1748, and the 
colony, in the prosperity whicli followed for a few years, began 
to recover from its losses by the wars. 

In 1746, the assembly appropriated £2350 towards foundmg 
a college. 

During Uie years 1148—9, Ihere wpre con«lant conlentiona Ijotiieen Ihe 
governor and aasemWy ; but In IISO both parliee tnanifealed a mote copcili 
Bttng spltil, anA during Uie temainder of Gotomor Clmton s -iriminiKtriliun ibey 

Governor Clinton resigned in 1753, and jn October of that 
year, Sir Danvers Osborne arrived, as his successor Deeply 
afflicted at the loss of an excellent and amiable wife, the cares 
of the government seemed, to this unfortunate gentleman, an 
intolerable burden; and on the 12th of October, 1753, live days 
after his arrival, he put a period to hie own existence. 

Mr. DeLancy, the chief justice, was appointed lieutenant gov- 
ernor, a short time previous to Governor Clinton's resignation, 
wid now assumed the reins of government. 

DeBiroufl of relBining Uie affecllona of die people, and disposed to side with 

wHile'ar toeHune lime be Held hia office at the wiU of the English gorefDment! 
Mr. De Lancy had a diflioutt t^sk to perform ; but Ihs akiU wtth which be eonciU- 
Bted both paitles, does honor to his ability, oa a elalesman. 

In 1754 a convention of delegates from the colonies of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode lEiand, Penn- 
svlvania. Maryland and New York, met at Albany, to devise 
aomepbin of common defence against the French, who had 
again commenced hostilities. 

At this convention Dr, Franklin, afterwanis so eminent in lie hislory of llie 
Sevolulion, proposed a pton tor poUlicsl union, which was rtdected by lae P™™" 
cial assembUes, oti the ground that It gave loo much power "> «" ctown, ana by 
tHe English sdvemment, beca«.a it (jave too much power to the people. 
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In September, 1765, Sir Charles Hardy, an admiral in tlie 
British navy, arrived in New York, as governor. Being unac- 
quainted with civil affaire, he gave the management of these to 
Mr. De Laiicy, In the spring oi^ thia year, the colonies had 
made extensive preparations for an attack on the enemy, but, 
owing to the ignorance of the commanders of the English forces, 
of the tactics of Indian WEirfare, the campaign was utterly un- 
successful. Braddock, who was sent against Fort Du ftuesne, 
(now Pittsburgh,) was killed, and his army routed, by a small 
body of Indians. Crown Point, and Niagara, both French 
posts, although assailed, were not captured. 

Nor was the campaign of 1756 more successful. The Eng- 
lish fort at Oswego was captured, 1600 men taken prisoners, 
and a large quantity of stores seized, by the French. 

The campaign of 1757 was still more unsuccesBful. Fort 
William Henry, on Lake George, with a garrison of 3000 men, 
■was compelled to surrender. These repeated misfortunes awa- 
kened the energies of the English. 

In 1738, William Pitt (Lord Chatham) was placed at the 
head of government, in England, and a new impulse was given 
to the energies of the nation. Success soon tbllowed. In July, 
Louisburg, which at the former peace had been restored to the 
French, was recaptured. Fort Frontenac, on Lake Ontario, 
(now Kingston, C. W.) was captured soon after, and the 
FrenchcompelledtoabandonFort Du&«esne. General Aber- 
crombie attacked Fort Ticonderoga, but unsuccesstuliy. 
■ Stimulated by this success, New York, in 1759, exerted her- 
self to the utmost, aiid raised ^625,000 in five months, and lev- 
ied a force of 2680 men. Ticonderoga was captured by General 
Amherst, early ia the season, and Crown Point surrendered a 
few days later. In July, General Prideaus invested Fort Niag- 
ara, and though he was killed in the attack. Sir William John- 
son, his successor in the command, succeeded in reducing it. 
On the 13th of September, the brave General Wolfe laid down 
his life, in the moment of victory, when the English banners 
floated over the towers of Qnebec. - 

The ensuing year the French, made an unsuccessful effort to 
recapture Quebec; andon the 8th of September of that year, all 
the French possessions in Canada were surrendered to the 
British Government, and the French power extinguished there. 
Two small islands at the mouth of the St. Lawrence, St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, alone were preserved to them, of their former 
vast possessions. 

During the progress of these events, in July, 1760, Governor 
DeLancy suddenly deceased. He was succeeded by Dr. Cad- 
wallader Golden, the president of the council, who in August, 
1761, was appointed Lieutenant Governor. In October of the 
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sameyear, General Robert MonkLon arrived, with a Governor's 
commission, but left on the 15th of the eneuing month, to com- 
mand an expedition against MEirtiniq,iie, and the government 
again devolved upon Dr. Golden. 

It was during his adminietration, tliat the difflculties between 
New Hampshire and New York commenced, relative to the 
territory, now known aa the state of Vermont. 

Nen Hampshire, bowever, calmed it under bor dlartec ; snd, contending Ibnt 
tie charter of Ihe Culia of York was nlmolete, proceeded to make eaenaive gisaU 
of land, In Uie Bettlera on tbe west Bide of the Connecticat Emigration pro- 
giesMd raiiidly, and in 1783, 138 lownsliiiia had been granted, by New Hamp- 
Bhlre. eoverfng a large portion of Ibe present slate of Vernioni. 

deeiaed ii^itstice to his coJoOf. He issued a pioclamatiOD, ciaiming jurisdiction 
as til east as tbe Copnecticut, and ordered Uis sfaeriirto make retuius to tum, of 
any persons, who bad Uken poseesafon, under tiie auliiority of New Harapehire. 

The Goiemoc of New Hampshire issued a counter pioclaniailon. and the mai- 
ler wae referred to the Crown, which decided in Ibvor of New York. The at- 
lempt lo enfutce ibis decision, and to induce Ihe iuhabitanis to take out new 

slant hostUiliea between lbs Vermont settlers, and lbs government of New York. 

In 1764 the news of the paEsage of lie Stamp Act, (which 
rendered all deeds, bonds, notes, &c,, invalid, unless written on 
stEunped paper, which Ehould pay a duty to the Crown,) excited 
universal indignation among Uiepeopte, An organization was 
soon formed in this, as well aa some of the adjacent states, 
called "TheSons'of Liberty," which offered the most daring re- 
sistance, to this aggression upon the rights of the people. 

Governor Golden attempted to enforce the act, but the at- 
tempt called down the hostility of the people upon him, and but 
for his age, he would undoubtedly have suffered in person. As 
it was, his efiigy was carried about the city, and hung- upon a 
gallows erected for the purpose, and his carriage and other 
property destroyed. 

WLen the stamps arrived, he was obliged lo surrender them to 
the city corporation, and await the action of the Governor, Sir 
Henry Moore,whoarrivedin July, 1765,aiidby the advice of his 
council, was deterredfrom attempting farther to enforce the act. 

On the 1st Tuesday in October, 1765, a Congress composed 
of delegates from Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, 
and South Carolina, met at New York, to take into considera- 
tion, the invasion of the riglits of the colonies, by the Stamp Act. 

New Rampshire, Virginia, NorUi Cai'olina and Georgia, did not Bend delegate?, 
bnt two of them eipressed iheit sympathy wiUi the Congress, anfl the others had 
no raeeilng of tiieir legislatures, in time to appoint delegates. This Congrea 
made a declaration of the rights and privileges of the colonies, and pstilioned fbr 

The Stamp Act was repealed on the 18th of March, 1766 ; but 
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the ofleneive declaration accompanied the repeal, that " Parlia- 
ment posaeseed the power, to bindthe colonies in all cases, what- 

In 1767, Charles Townsend, chancellor of the English ex- 
chequer, proposed anew bill, levying duties on glass, paper, 
paints and tea. This passed, and the inhabitants entered, as 
they had previously done, into non-importation agreements, by 
which they pledged themselves to use none of these articles, 
nor, Bofarasit couldbe avoided, other articles of Britisli manu- 
facture. In 1769, five-sixths of these duties, and in 1770, all of 
them, were repealed, except the duty on tea. The people of 
New York, ap well as of the other colonies, rigidly abstaining 
from the use of this beverage, no excitement was produced ; and 
from 1770 to 1774 a period of calmness ensued, although the 
English government and the colonists regarded each other with 
jealoasy. 
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In September, 1769, Sir Henry Moore deceased. Hiscourse, 
during the period in which he acted as Governor, had been pru- 
dent, mild, and dignified. He had, as far as possible, abstained 
from controversy with the assembly and people, interpreting his 
instructions from the government in England, as liberally as lay 
in his power. His death was much lamented. Governor Col- 
den again occupied his place, although very much advanced in 

Governor Dunmore assumed the govermnent in November, 
1770 ; but his administration continued only a few months, and 
was marlted by no important event. He was the first Governor 
supported by the Crown, a measure against which New York 
protested, as calculated to make the executive independent of 
the popiiiar branch of the government. During his short con- 
tinuance in office, a contest took place with the legislature, in 
regard to quartering (he King's troops, to which the assembly 
were wholly averse, but to which, under the threats of the Brit- 
ish government, they were obliged to submit. 

Liberty poles had, Dt this period, been frequently eteotod in New York city, 
and as oflea cut down and d^altoyed by xhe Britieb soldiery, who entenabied the 
blnereal hostility to the citizene. After repeated ellbrlB, lbs inbahitants erected 
one upon private grounda, bo fnoty encased in iron, that ihe soldiers could not 
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Lord Dunmore having been appointed Governor of Virginia, 
Governor Tryon succeeded him on the 8th of July, 1771. 

In 1772, the New Hampehiregrantebeoame a renewed source 
of aerious disquietude to the colony. Governor Tryon oflered a 
reward of fifty pounds for the apprehension of Ethan Alien, 
Seth Warner, Eind six others of the most obnoxious of the set- 
tlera ; and the New York Eissembly passed an act, declaring the 
opposition of these citizena to the government of New York, 
felony. Allen and his coadjutors, in return, hurled their defi- 
ance at the Giovernor, and those who were sent to arrest them. 

In the Spring of 1775, matters appeared to be approaching a 
crisis, in regard to this territory. A colUsion took place, be- 
tween the officers of New York, and the citizens of Westmin- 
ster county, Vermont, in which one man was killed, and several 
wounded. Bat for the occurrence of the battle of Lexington, 
at this juncture, probably a serious civil war would have en- 
sued, 

The British government resolved, in 1773, to accomplish by 
cunning, what they had lajled to attain by lorce. They remit- 
ted to the East India Company, the customary English duties 
on tea, and permitted them to ship it for America, with only a 
duty of three pence per poimd, to be paid, on landing it, at any 
American port. They supposed that as this would make the 
price oi tea lower than in England, the colonists would not ob- 
ject to it( but the colonists saw, in this measure, iheaame prin- 
ciple, against which they had been contending. 

Tie course aaoplaJ by the difieteni colonies, ia well laiown. In Nsw York, a 
meelingof "The Sons ofUberty" was called, on Ibe receipt of Uie InleUlgeace, 
and lesoiulioni passed, Uiai Uie tea ebouLd not be landed. Accordingly, when, in 
Aptii, 1TT4, t&e tea ship. [Ihe Haocy, commanded by Captain Lockyler,) arrived 
off Sandy Hoot, Ihe pilots, who had aUeady letsived tfieit inBirucUons, refuted 
to bring bef any nearer tlte city- The captain however came up. and was waited 

f^land, wfth his cargo ; and for the purpose of preventing tilE sallorB from de- 
serting, a strong guaid was etattoned neat hla ship at Sandy Hook. Fhiding it 
useless to resist, be submittod to their commanda- 

MoanwhJte inrormation was received that Captain Cbambeie. of the ship Lon- 
don, a waa kind in his ptofee^ns of pstriotiam, had brought out eighteen cheats 
of tea, as a piivate ventnre, Beuig gneetloned by the committee, be denied it ; 
but upon tbeit Eaairing hbn, that thelt evidence was so strong that ibey shnald 
search Uie sMp, be conlessed it, but at^inpled to opolDgise, His apologies did 

withdraw. Embarking on board laickyier's ship, he sailed for Engtaud, to hide 
hlfi shame sjid disgrace. 

About this period a committee of observation waa organized 
in New York, consisting of fifty persons, who were invested 
with discretionary powers, with regard to the administration o! 
g'overnment. 

On the 6th of September, 1774, a congress from the different 
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colonics, met at Philadelphia. They adopted several reeoiu- 
tione, and prepared addresses to the King and both houees of 
Parliament, and to the people of Great Britain and CaJiada. 

To these addresees and resolutions prepared by Congress, 
the assembly of New York refused to give their assent. On the 
contrary, they addressed an exceedingly loyal and humble let- 
ter to the King, in which they represented their grievances, but 
without seeming much afflicted by them. They were undoubt- 
edly influenced to this course, by Governor Tryon, a man of 
very popular manners, and artful insinuating address, who had 
the skill, lo mould the assembly to his will. 

This slep of New Yoik exerted a very imporlaiil influence upon the fUIute 
d€sL]ny of the colonies ; for llie Br JLie^ Ministry were upon the point of yielding 
lo Ibeir just demands, when flie news of Uie defeclion of New York leaolied 
them. SUmulaled by this, ibey continued tliat couise of aggression, wliich ulti- 
mately led TO Oio SBlabliahment of our llbetlies. 

Governor Tryon sailed for England in April, 1774, and re- 
turned in Jvine, 1775. 

In April, 1775, a provincial convention was convened at New 
York, and elected delegates to the 3d Congress, which assem- 
bled at Philadelphia in May, 1775. 

Tbe news of the battle of Lexington, (Mass,) on the 19th of 
April the same year, caused great excitement in the city of New 
York. At the desire of the committee of observation, a com- 
mittee of superintendence was elected by the citizeiK, consisting 
of 100 of the most respectable citizens; and the arms in the city 
arsenal, and others about to be shipped to Boston, were seized. 

Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and Skenesborough, (now White- 
hall,) were captured in May, by Colonels Eihan Allen and 
Benedict Arnold, and the entire command of Lake Champlain 
obtained. 

citizens ; but tais stienuous eiertions to proDiole Die royal cause, Eoon rendered 
look refUge on board tbe Asia, a sliip of wor lying in tiie lisrbor. 

On the 22d of May, 1175, apronincial Congress was convened 
at New York, and efficient measures were taken for the mili- 
tary organization, and defence of the country. Two regiments 
were authorized to be raised, bounties were offered tor the man- 
ufiicture of gunpowder and muskets in the province, fortifications 
were projected at Kingsbridge and the Highlands, and Philip 
Schuyler and Richard Montgomery were recommended to the 
Continental Congre^ for appointment, the iirst as a Major 
General, and the second as Brigadier General. 

Upon the adjonrnment of this Congress in Seplemter, for a month, they dele- 
gated tliefr powers to a commiiiee of ssfety, composed of three members from the 
city, and one, from each of the otSer counfles. 

GJenerals Schuyler and Montgomery, at the direction of Con- 
gress, undertook an expedition against Q,uebec, which, though 
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at flrsf , promising ft favorable result, finally terminated uirfortu- 
nately, in the death ol' Montgomery, and the repulse of the army. 

Many of thb iahabitanfa rf Tryon county espoused the side oi 
the mother country, under the direction of Sir John Johnson, 
son of Sir William, already mentioned, and made preparations 
to fight against the colony. General Schuyler was ordered by 
Congress to disarm them; and calling out the Albany militia, 
who rallied around his standard to the number of 3000, he pro- 
ceeded into that county, and dispersed about 600 loyalists. The 
loyalists on Long Island also entrenched themselveB, but were 
disarmed, and their leaders secured, by the Jersey militia. 
These events occurred in the winter of 1775. 

July 9th, 1776, the provinidal Congress met at White Plains, 
and took the title of" Tke RepresaUatives of the Stale of New 
York." On the first day of their meeting, they received the 
Declaration of Independence, and immediately passed a resolu- 
tioB, approving it Soon after, they enacted a law, that all per- 
Bons, residing in the state, and enjoying the protection of its 
laws, who shojild be found guilty of aiding its ei 
suffer death. 



THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

In July, 1776, General Howe, and Admiral Howe, hisbrother, 
the British commanders of the land and naval forces, arrived 
at Sta ten Island, The inhabitants, at once, took the oath of alle- 
giance to the British Crown, and, ti^ethcr with a considerable 
number of loyalists, from New Jersey and Long Island, were 
embodied as a part oi'lhe British forces. 

At this period, the troops under Washington were unaccus- 
tomed to discipline, not well clothed, nor prepared for efficient 
military duty ; and consequently not to be relied upon, in a direct 
battle with the highly disciplined, and well appointed troops of 
England. Prom this fact. General Washingtondeterminednot 
to risk a general action, until his forces, by constant military 
exercise, and occasional skirmishes with the enemy, should ac- 
quire greater confidence in their own prowess. 

It would have been fortunate, had he been ^ble to maintain 
this position ; but unhappily, in a conflict on Brooklyn Heights, 
on the 27th ofAugust of this year, in which, at first, onlyapoi> 
tion of the army were engaged, the entire troops finally became 
enlisted, and the Americana were routed with severe loss both 
in killed and'pris3nerp. As the result of this unfortunate battle, 
Washington was compelled to evacuate New York city, and 
retreat towards Philadelphia, with one division of his army, 
while the other made its way northward, along the banks of the 
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Hudson. Thia event took place on the 13th of September, 1776. 
Previous to Washiogton's evacuating the city of New York, 
the public stores were removed to Dobb'e ferry. 

On the 15th of September, the American General attempted 
to oppose the landing of the British forces, at Kip'a and Turtte 
bays, but unsuocesBlully. and with sliameful demonstrations of 
cowardice on the part of the American soldiery. On the 16th 
of September occurred the battle of Harlaem heights, in which, 
thouKh hut few troops were engaged, the action was close, and 
the Americans recovered their courage and spirit. Washington 
having retreated info Westchester Co., a partial action took place 
at White Plains, on the Sa th of October, in wuich the Americans 
suffered some loss. 

Forts Washington and Lee, the former on the upper part of 
New York Island, the latter nearly opposite on the Jersey 
shore, were garrisoned by the Americtuis; but by too small a 
force to resist successfully the British troops ; and on the 16th 
of November, after a closely contested action, in which the ene- 
my met with a severe loss, the American garrison was com- 
pelled to surrender. With the remnant of his army, dispirited 
and disheartened, Washington retreated towards Philadelphia; 
but soon after, by his bold attack upon the Hessian forces at 
Trenton, he infused new courage into his troops, retrieved his 
own reputation, and turned the tide of war. 

Amid oil tha dlacouiB^ements under which tho cause of libetty Inboted, the 
New York piovinoial Congreaa did not despair. On tho E3d of Beceuiber, 1T78, 
Utey put fbrUi bji addreea to tbe people, Uie production of the eifled, jiauiolic, 
and pure minded Jay, wbtch was adinlralil; adopted to encourage and animate 
UiB zeal of the friends of freedcan. 

In May, 1777, Colonel Meigs, by a well devised and happily 
executed enterprise, took possession of, and destroyed a large 
quantity of tlie enemy's stores at Sag Harbor, L. I., and cap- 
tured ninety men. This enterprise was accomplished with a 
force of only 234 men. Congress voted him a sword, for this 
gallant exploit. 

In January, 1777, the territory known as the New Hamp- 
shire grants, assumed the title of the State of Vermont, and 
soon after adopted a constitution. On the ISthofMarch, a con- 
stitution, for de state ofNew York, wasreporledbyacommittee 
of the provincial Congress, which, on the 20th of April, 1777, 
was adopted. 

A tetr of llB more important piovisiona should bs here noticed. They were, 

9d, The appointing power vas vesled fu the Governor, and a council, of four pet- 
Bons, cdosen tVom Uk tsnate. By this council. Bhariflb, coroners, justices of the 
peace, judges, both of the superior and inferior courts, mayors and recorders of 
the cities, and all Uie ofllcers of aale, wei-e appointed. This immense amount of 

otil. 3d, The finvernor was Invested with the power of prorDguing the Icgisla- 
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On the 23d of March, 1777, a detachment of 800 British 
troops landed at Peekskill, and set fire to the principal store- 
htiuHes there; but finding Ijiat a large force of Americans were 
approaching, they retreated. O i the 26th of April, Governor 
Tryon, with 2000 troops, tories and regulars, proceeded to 
Danbury, Ct., and burned eighteen houses, and a quantity of 
stores; but was attacked by the Americans, and compelled to 
retire with considerable lose. 

Under the new constitution, George Clinton was elected 
Governor ; but, being at that tune in the service of Congress, 
he did not meet the assembly, at its sesEion. John Jay was 
appointed Chief Jaatiee, G. R. Livingston, Chancellor, John 
Morin Scott, Secretary of State, and Comfort Sands, Audi- 
tor General. 

nale, vis. Sew Yoik. Eichniond, King's, Queen's, SiUIbik, WeeKhesKr, DiUchess, 
Orange, Ulslef, Albany, Tryon, CbatLoue, Cumberland, and GlgueeaMt. The last 
tv™, Ingelher witb pari of Albany and Oharlotia counties, were wiibin ibe 
limilB of lie present slats of Vermont. The lirst »i were maeOy under the do- 
tninion of tbe Britlsb, tbe Highlands deing the limit, and were goveraed by Gen- 
eral Tryon tin 1778, when he was succeefled hy General Robertson, The Bril- 
iah had garrisoned most of the border posts, from which they kept up a eangui- 
nary and relentless waiiUe, upon the settlers, during the whole struggle. 

Genera! Schuyler and Rev. Mr. Kirkland were, about this 
time deputed to hold a conference with the Iroquois, who, un^ 
der the instigation of Sir John, and Colonel Guy Johnson, and 
the Butlers, as well ae the famous Indian chief Brant, were 
making serious ravages, on the frontier settlements. As the 
result of this conference, the Oneidas remained faithful to the 
Americans, while the remainder of the trHies, under the influ- 
ence of the Johnsons, took up arms, on the side of the British. 

Determined to leave nothing undone, to effect the entire sub- 
jugation of the rebel colonies, the English Ministers sent out a 
weil appointed army, the flower ol' the English soldiery, to- 
gether with anumerousbody of German troops, imder the com- 
mand of General Burgoyne, an esperieneed officer, of known 
bravery, and of high reputation. 

General Burgoyne was directed to start from Quebec, and, 
scouring the country with his Indian allies, to effect a junction 
with HOjWe, at some point on the Hudson. As this would cut 
off' all commimacation between New England and the other 
colonies, it was thought, that the work of subduing that section, 
would be comparatively easy. 

For the purpose of effecting this object, General Burgoyne 
detached Colonel St. Leger, with 1600 regular troops, tories, 
and Indians, to harass and destroy the frontier settlements. 
St Leger arrived, without opposition, before Fort Schuyler, 
which he besieged. 

Meantime, he desjiatched Sir John JohnRoii, with a body of 
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tories and Indians, against General Herkimer, who waa ad- 
vancing to the aid of Colonel Gfansevoort, the commander of the. 
fort. They met at Oriskany. Herkimer's force was small and 
undisciplined. The battle was a severe one ; Herkimer was 
wounded at the first fire ; but the British were obliged to with- 
draw, defeated. Soon after, by a successfu! artifice, Arnold 
compelled St. Le^er to raise the siegeof Fort Schuyler, and re- 
treat into Canada, with tlje loss of his Indiein allies. 

Burgoyne had pursued his march, with the main body of his 
army, thus far, in triumph; but soon, hie fortune began to 
change. The Americans, under General Schuyler, had ob- 
structed his progress, from Lake Champlain to the Hudson, by 
felling trees, destroying the roads. Sec, so that he was necessa- 
rily a l(Hig time employed, in (he transportation of his artillery 
and stores. 



On the 19th of September, a fierce and bloody battle was 
fought between the American forces, under General Gates, 
(who had now succeeded General Schuyler,) and Burgoyne'a 
army, which resulted in severe loss on both sides, and the 
maintenance of theu ground by both ariaies. The loss of the 
British, however, was much the largest. In this contest. Gen- 
eral Arnold and Colonel Morgan distinguished themselves, by 
acts of the most daring personal bravery. 

Burgoyne now fortified his position, and sent to Sir Henry 
Clinton, for reinforcements and supplies. The American army 
also entrenched themselves strongly, on Bemis' Heights, Sa- 
ratoga Co. On the 7th of October, Burgoyne, finding his stores 
failing, and receiving no intelligence from Sir Henry Clinton, 
resolved to attack the American entrenchments, and attempt 
to force his passage through to the Hudson. The battle was 
a severe one, but he was defeated, with the loss of 200 billed and 
wounded, and about the same number ta.ken prisoners. 

On the 17th of the same month, alter repeated attempts to 
escape from his perilous position, finding himself surrounded on 
every aide by a victorious enemy, General Burgoyne surren- 
dered to General Gates, his entire army, consisting of 5792 men. 
together with 5000 stands of arms, 42 field pieces, and large 
quantities of ammunition. This splendid victory did much to- 
wards achieving our nation's independence. 

On the 17th of November following, Congi-ess adopted the ar- 
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tides of confederation, for the dificrent states. These were ap- 
proved, by tiie legislature of New York, February 6th, 1778. 

The repeated incureiona of the Indians upon the frontier set- 
tlements, particularly the cruei outrage at Wyoming, called 
loudly for retributive justice. But their crimes were still to as- 
sume a deeper dye. In November, 1778, Colonel Alden, the 
commander at Cherry Valley, received intelligence that an at- 
tack was intended, upon tliat place. With a fetal and unac- 
countable stupidity, he paid no attention to the report. On the 
loth, the Indians and tories, under the command of the blood- 
thirsty Walter Butler, and the Indian chieftain Brant, ap- 
proached the settlement, killed Colonel Alden, butchered about 
twenty of the inhabitants, mostly women and children, took 
nearly forty prisoners, and, after plundering and burning all their 
houses, departed. 

To punish these depredations. General SuIUvan, in August, 
1778, at the head of an efficient force, visited the country of the 
Senecas, destroyed eighteen of theu' villages, laid waste their 
whole territory, ami most signally defeated them. 

In April of the same year, Colonel Van Schaick attacked the 
Onondagas, who had been the most troublesome of the border 
tribes, destroyed their villages, took between thirty and forty 
prisoners, and killed twelve of the Indians. These severe 
blows, for a time, putthese tribes in check. 

On tie 28th of September, 1778, two detachments of the 
enemy's troops, sent by Sir Henry Clinton, surprised a part of 
Colonel Baylor's regiment of cavalry, stationed at Tappan, by 
night, and butchered sixty-seven out of one hundred and four 
men, unresisting ajid asking for quarter. 

In May, 1779, Sir Henry Clinton made an expedition in per- 
son, up the Hudson, compelled the garrison at Verplanck's 
Point to surrender, after a short but spirited resistance, and 
took possession of Stoaey Point, which was abandoned by the 
Americans. At his return, he garrisoned both fbrts. 

On the 16th of My, 1778, General Washington commis- 
sioned General Anthony Wayne to storm the British fort at 
Stoney Pouit, a strong forlrces, which was the resort of tory 
refugees, who salhed out oecasionaliy, and ravaged the neigh- 
boring settlements. The fort was carried at the point of the 
bayonet, and with trifling loss. Owing (o the weakness of the 
American force, however, it was soon found necessary to aban- 
don it, and it was afterwards re-occupied by the enemy. 

Soon after, Major Lee made a daring and successful expe- 
dition against Paulus Hook, {Powles Hook,) now Jersey City, 
and captured the British garrison, consisting of 150 men, di- 
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rectly under the guns of the British ships of war, lying in the 
Hudson river. 

GfeneralArnoldhadbeen, thusfar, distinguished in the Revo- 
lution, for his reckless daring, his chivalric bravery, and hie ap- 
parently ardent patriotism ; but amid all, the private character 
of the man was known to be vicious and corrupt. His reputa- 
tion was stained by dishonesty, rapacity, and meanness. In 
coneequence of a severe wound, received in the last battle with 
Burgoyne, he was disabled from active service, and in the sum- 
mer ol^ 1778, Greneral Washington assigned to him the com- 
mand of the city of Piiiladelphia. His estravagance, recklesa- 
ness, and dishonesty, drew down upon him the displeasure of 
the citizens, who were loud in their complaints against him ; 
and in March, 1779, he resigned hie command. 

In April, he married Miss Shippen, a lady who had been a 
distinguished belle, had received the attentions of the British 
officers, during- their occupancy of that city, and was at heart a 
loyalist. Through her correspondence with some of the Brit- 
ish oiHcers, an opportunity was offered to Arnold, to communi- 
cate with the enemy ; fuid he finally took the resolution to sell 
himself, and his country, for British gold, in order to rid himself 
of his pecuniary embarrassments. To make his treachery more 
valuable, in AugusL, 1780, he solicited, and obtained the com- 
mand of the strong and important poet of West Point, the key 
of the Hudson. 

In order to settle finally the terms of his treachery. Sir Henry 
Clinton despatched Major Andre, an Adjutant General in his 
army, (who bad been Mrs. Arnold's correspondent, and with 
whom, over afeigned signature, Arnoldhad also corresponded,) 
to have an interview with the treiitor, and agree upon the de- 
tails of his infamous treason. They met, made (heir arrange- 
menta, and parted ; Arnold to return to his post, and Andre to 
New York. 

Before reaching that city, however, the latter was arrested 
by tliree militia men, and having been convicted by a Court 
Martial, was hanged as a spy. Arnold succeeded in making 
hia escape, though not in surrendering the important post which 
he commanded, and his base treachery was rewarded hy the 
British Government, with the office of a Brigadier Greneral, 
and the sum of £10,000 sterling. But he was never trusted im- 
plicitly by the British, and so strong was the feeling of loathing, 
on the part of the British officers, of his meanness, that many 
of them refused to serve under him. 



H.*. I, Google 



STATE ADMINISTRATION. 83 

Uyun himself, Genera] WaEihiDgton comtnlseiDnod Mr. Chsmpe, a ^igeaiit Majur 
in Major Lee's teglmeut, to proceed to tbe British camp, profesEe^Ly sa a deser- 
if r, and to eodeavor in seize Uie person of Arnold, The atleoipt n-aa unsuc- 

In 1780, 81, Brant, the Mohawk chief, in conjunction with 
Sir John Johnson ; nd Waiter Butler, made several incursioaB 
upon the frontier settlements, in the Schoharie and Mohawk 
valleys. In August, a force under Colonel Marinue Willet pur- 
sued and routed these marauders, and killed Butler, whose sav- 
age cruelties had rendered him notorious. The remaining 
scenes of the lyar of the Revolution, mostly occurred in the 
southern Btatea, and therefore do not come within the scope of 
this historical dietch. 

In 17^, the English Grovemment resolved to relinquish the 
hopeless contest with their colonies. On the 30th of November 
of that year, provisional articles of peace were agreed upon; 
and on the 25th of November, 1783, the British troops evacu- 
ated New York, and Washing on, with hie army, entered in 
triumph. On the 4th of Depember, Washington took an affec- 
tionate farewell of his officers; and after resigning to Congress, 
then in session at Annapolis. Maryland, his commission, retired 
to Mount Vernon, to spend the remainder of his days in retire- 
ment and domestic felicity. 

Events Which transpired, soon afYer the Revolution, demon- 
strated, moat conclusively , that the compact, which had con- 
nected the different states of the Union together, during the 
war, would not suffice, to maintain that connection, in time of 
peace. In 1787, therefore, in accordMice with a resolution of 
Congress, delegates were elected from this state to meet those 
of the other states, in convention at Philadelphia, in May, to 
frame a new constitution. ThedelegateBchosenfromlhiastate, 
were Messrs. Yates, Lansing, and Alexander Hamilton. 

The constitution prepared by tills convention was not at fiist Batisfaolory to a 
majorily of the citizens of New Yorlt But the' powerM eipositlon and de- 
tfence of il, by Mr. Hamilton, John Jay and olhetE, in the essayH puhliahed under 
the tide of " The FedaraUet," tended to bring about a diango of feeling, in regard 

not, however, without the recommendation of aeveral omondmenls, which were 
not adopted- 

During this period, and until 1795, George Clinton, whose 
services in the Revolution had been so eminent and valuable, 
held the office of Governor. 

A general organization act was passed, in 1788, by the legis- 
lature, dividing the state into fourteen counties, which were 
subdivided into townships. The western and central poniona 
of the state, now free ftom the hostile inroads of savages, pros- 
pered, and rapidly increased in population and wealth. 
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I11I79O, llie difflcultiea, whithfor tiventy-six years, had exist- 
ed between New York and Vermont, and which bad been the 
cause of bloodshed and bitter hostihty, between the citizens of 
th<s two states, were amicably adjusted, 

But for tbe patrlDtism and prudence o( hef leaders, Vennonl would probably 
have been, 10 ihie day, an inleBta! porliDii of Uie Briiish eropire. In addition lo 
otiier and mors paUlolic laotiveB, il cannot be denied tbat Uie jealousy of tbe lu- 
creasing influence of Uie Bouthern etaiea in Coogress, tended lo ptediBpose New 
York &yorabLy, 10 a ssttlement. 

CammisBioners having been appointed, by both states, in 1789, 
met and reported in October, 1790, in favor of the payment, by 
Vermont to New York, of the sum of |30,000, for the extinction 
of (he liuid claims, held by the latter; and that New York, upon 
such payment, should relinquish ail claims, either to land, or 
jurisdiction, in Vermont, and acquiesce iu her admission to the 
Union, This report was approved by both states, and in 1791, 
Vermont was received into the confederacy. 

In 1791, Itae agiicuMura of Uie state received a new impolBe, ftojB lie organi- 
zation of a (ociety for the promotion of agriculture, ana and nianulkctureB. 

The same year, a committee was appointed by the ieglBlature, to inquire into 
ttae most eligible method, of removing obslnictions from the Hudson and Mobawk 



Hudson and Mohawk, and lo connect the Oneida and Ontario ialies with tbe lat- 
ter, and Lake Ohamplain with the former. Foe the purpose of aiding them in 
this enlerpriaa, the sOIb became a subscriber to tiieir stock, to the amount of 
898.000. This, though productive of no great ptactics! results, was the fltst step, 

genius and perseverance of De Wiu Clinton. 

During this period manufactures did not prosper; and our 
country was supplied with most of the products of art, from 
England and France. In 1785, Governor Clinton having de- 
clined being a candidate for re-election to the office of Gover- 
nor, John Jay, whose patriotic services in the Revolntion, as a 
statesman, have been already noticed, was chosen his succes^r. 

The legislature, in 1796, granted to the Oneida, Cayuga, 
Onondaga, andErotherWiwn Indians, $9852, to extinguish their 
title, to certain lands previously possessed by them. In 1798, 
Governor Jay was re-elected, and continued in ofBce till 1801. 
The legislature passed, in 1801, another general organization 
act, by which the state was divided info thirty counties. 

In 1801, a convention was called, by an act <rf the legislauue, to amend the 
conBCitutlon. Colonel Aaron Burr was elected President of (he convention. By 
the act. under which the convention assembled, (hey were limited, in their 
amendnients. to two poin(B : the lirst, as to the number of the members of each 
bouse of tbe iegitJature. and the second, the determination of the question, 
whether (he right of nomination u> office, should be vested eiclusively In the 

the latter interpretation of (be confitllution. 

The' same year, 1801, Governor Jay having refused to be 
again a candidate for office, Governor CUnton was again elec t 
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ed to the chief magistracy. In 1804, Governor Clinton being 
elected Vice President oJ' tlie United States, Morgan Lewis 
was cliosen as tiis successor. Daniel D. Tompkins succeeded 
Mr. Lewis as Governor, in 1807. The same year, Albany was 
made the capital of the State. 

In Aue^st, 1807, Robert Fulton made his first trip with the 
Clermont, the iii'st steamboat which ever plied successfully the 
waters of the World." In this enterprise he was aided by 
Robert R. Livingston, one of the most distinguished etateamen 
of the state or n&ti6n. 

The embargo laid tliia yeat by CongtefB, on all American shipping, ai Mr, 

British orden In council, and Naiioieon's Berlin and Milan decrees, bore liard 
upon Mew York, and eicilefl much opposition, for a i>eriDd, 

Governor Tompkins was re-elected iu 1810. 

The difficulties between Great Britain and our own country, 
to which we have already alluded, had for several years been 
tile subject of anxiety Eind bitter feeling; and every year they 
had assumed a more unpleasant character. In ad/Ution to the 
injuries already inflicted by Bngiand, on our commerce, as a 
neutral power, she claimed the right to search our merchant 
vessels; and if her officers found onbofird of them, men, whom 
they chose to regard as British subiects, they seized them and 
compelled them to sei ve m their navy. 

Our government remonstrated, but remonstrances proved 
unavaiUng; the outrage upon our national flag was repeated. 
Under these circumstances our statesmen conceived that they 
had no alternative, but to declare war upon that nation. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 19th of June, 1813, the President, being duly 
authorized by Congress, proclaimed war against Great Britain. 

Deeming it of the greatest importance to subjugate the Can- 
adas, and thus deprive the enemy of their strong holds, meas- 
ures were taken to concentrate a large force on the northern 
frontier of this state, and the eastern border of Michigan. 

General Dearborne was appointed to l^e command of the 
forces, and by his direction. General Harrison assumed the 
command ofthenorihwesterndivision, making Detroit his head- 
quarters. General Stephen Van Rensselaer, having his head- 
quarters at Lewistown, commanded the central division, and 
the commander-in-chief, the eastern, making Plattsburg his 
place of rendezvous. 

L. Sevens, of New York, and 
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ineeCing the foe, and surrendered to a Rtrce inienor 10 ineu' oivn. 

The first considerable action of the war was disgraceful to 
our boasted prowess. General Hull, deputed to carry aggres- 
sive war into Canada, and to take the British post at Maiden, 
eeemed panic-struck at the approach of the enemy. Forgetting 
his former renown, as a brave soldier, he returned to Detroit 
without striking a blow; and on the 16th of August, 1S12, 
surrendered his whole force, consisting of about 2000 troops, 
occupying a strongly fortified garrison, together with the whole 
territoryofMichigan,to General Brock, whose entire army con- 
sisted of only 700 British troops, and 600 Indians. 

General Van Rensselaer, with his command, was stationed 
at Lewiston, below the Falls. His troops, (principally militia,) 
oftenurgedhim to give them an opportunity of displaying th?ir 
prowess by facing the enemy. Determining not to remain inac- 
tive, he despatched his aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel Van 
Rensselaer, a brave and meritorious, but somewhat rash offi- 
cer, with about 235 men, to attack the British post of Queens- 
town, on the opposite shore of the Niagara river. 
. The attack was successful at the outset, and but for the 
shameful cowardice of the troops remaining upon the American 
shore, would undoubtedly have terminated in a brilliant victory . 

Such were Oie pretended constitutionsl scruples of the reinatning tmops as to 
Uie propriety of crossing over to the enemy's lettiloty, llial when ordered to re- 
infcrce Lieutenant Colonel Van Benseelaer, they preferred to see their hrethreli 
in arms cut to pieces, rather then move 10 tJieir relief ; and thus nearly the 
whole tbrce which had crossed the river, were either killed, oi talien priaonets. 

General Van Rensselaer, disgueled with his army, soon after 
resigned his commission, and was succeeded by General Alex- 
ander Smyth, of Virginia. 

This oificer appears to have been a mere braggart, for after issuing a pro- 
clamation, announcing the wonderful deeds he intended to perfbnn, ho ilnally 
ordered his troops into winter quatters, without accomplishing any thing. 

In January, 1813, occurred the battle of the River Raisin, in 
Michigan, one of the most sanguinary contests of the war. In 
this conflict, the British Gfeneral, Proctor, acquired lasting in- 
ferny from his inhumanity to the American troops, who had 
surrendered ; giving them up to the savages for torture and 
massacre, in violation of his solemn pledge to General Win- 
chester, flie American commander. 
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In February, 1813, Captain Forsyth, commander of the Amer- 
ican forces at Ogdensburg, crossed the St. Lawrence, In pur- 
suit of some prisoners whom the English had taken from his 
vicinity, and succeeded in capturing some military stores and 
about fifty prisoners. In revenge for this act, the British, on 
the 22d of February, 1813, crossed the St. Lawrence witii a 
considerable force, and took Ogdensburg. Forsyth, however, 
with his forces, made good their retreat. 

On the 27th of April, 1813, General Dearborne madeasuc- 
oessful attack upon York, now Toronto, (Canada West), aided 
by the sijuadron of Commodore Chauncey. After a short re- 
sistance, it was captured, together with a large quantity of mili- 
tary stores. The force detailed for this service, consisted of 
about 1700 troops, under the command of General Z, M. Pike. 

The enenir. in their retteal, laid a traia of eombuaiibles to tSeir magazine, 
with tile fieniiisJi deaga of UiuB deairoying Uie invadera. The BClieiae was, in 
part, successful ; and the brave and noble Itearted Pilie was killed, b; the eiplo- 
Bion, al ihB head of hla troops, in the moment of triumph. The ironpa iSlteted 
for a moment, but rallied instantly, and drove the toe ttom the (leld. The British 
lost in this action .in iillied, wounded, and prisonera, about 73(1. The Americans, 
about 3110, 

Early in May, 1813, the Americans evacuated the ibrt at 
York. They removed to Four mile creek, a short dtetance 
below Port Niagara, and, in connection with a force of 100 men, 
who were landed from two armed schooners despatched to co- 
operate with them, took possession of some military stores, at 
that place, belonging to iJie enemy, and then proceeded in safety 
to Fort Niagara. 

On the 27th of May, a descent was made, hy Commodore 
Chauncey, upon Fort George, which surrendered, after a short 
contest. The American loss in kilted and wounded, was 150 : 
the British, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 386, beside 507 
militia men, released on their parole. 

On the 23d of June, General Dearborne sent Lieutenant 
Colonel BoersUev with 570 men, to Beaver Dam, to disperse 
a body of the enemy. When within about two miles of that 
place, he was attacked by the foe, who, in ambuscade, had 
awaited his approach. After a short contest, he succeeded 
in driving them into an open field, and sent an express to Gen- 
eral Dearborne for reinforcementa ; but before they could arrive , 
he was surrounded by a superior force, and compelled to sur- 
render. 

Durit^ the period occupied by these enterprises, the enemy 
were not idle. About the last of May, Commodore Chauncey's 
fleet having left Sackell'e Harbor, for Fort George, Sir George 
Prevost made a descent upon the town, with 1000 troops, but 
was repulsed with considerable loss. On the 19th of June, the 
British landed and burned the village of Sodus, where some 
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military stores were deposited. On the following day, they 
made an unsucceaeful attempt to land at Oewego. On the Sd 
of July, they again attacked Sackett's Harbor, hut with no bet- 
ter success than before. On the 11th, they crossed over to 
Black Rock, and succeeded in capturing some stores. 

Meantime, both parties were seeking to secure the exclusive 
control of Lake Erie. Commodore Perry, hy extraordinary 
exertion, had built and equipped an American squadron of 
nine vessels, carrying fifty-four guns; and Commodore Bar- 
clay had prepared a British squadron of eis vessels, mounting 
sixty-three guns- 

The two squadrons met on the 10th of September, 1813, 
near the western extremity of the lake. Owing to a calm at the 
commencement of the action, the Lawrence, Commodore 
Perry's flag-ship, was exposed to almost the whole fire of the 
enemy, and soon disabled. 

At this juncture, when the foe were ready to triumph, Perry, 
with four of his men, leaped into a boat, flag in hand, and a 
gentle breeze springing up at the time, brought the Niagara, 
to whichhe had transferred his flag, into action. Through the 
exertions of Captain EUiot, her commander, the remainder of 
the vessels were brought up, and the Niagara led the way 
through the enemy's line, supported by the rest of the squadron, 
potlring successive broadsides into five of their vessels. In a 
short time, the entire fleet of the enemy surrendered. 

ComiBodofB Perty cominnnicated to General HfliTiaon the t&Ilowing iniellieence 
of bis sietory : '■ We have met the enemy, and iliey ate outa." 

This victory resulted in the evacuation of Detroit, by the Brit- 
ish army, wiich was pursued and overtaken by General Harri- 
Bon, on the river Thames, abouteighty miles from Detroit. At 
this point was fought, on the 5th of October, the battle of the 
Thames, one of the most brilliant of the campaign. At this bat- 
tle, Tecumseh was killed, and the Indian force dispersed. 

Preparations were now made by the AmericMi army for an 
attack on Montreal ; and for this purpose, the divisions, com- 
manded by Gieneraia Wilkinson and Hampton, were ordered to 
form a junction on the St. Lawrence. General Wilkinson 
moved down the river with his troops, early in November, and 
on the 19th of that month, a severe, but indecisive action was 
fought at Wflliamsburgh, Both parties claimed the victory. 
The American loss in killed and wounded was about 300 ; the 
British, about 200, Owing to some misunderstanding, the 
junction of the two divisions was not effected, and soon after, 
they went into winter quarters. 

In December, General McClure, commanding at Fort George, 
hearing of the approach of a large British force, dismantled 



: I, Google 



STATE ADMINISTRATION, 89 

and abandoned the fort, having previously burned the Canadian 
village of Newark, now called Kiagara. 

On the 19th of this month, the British crossed the river and 
carried^Fort Niagara by storm ; and to revenge the burning of 
Newark, they proceeded to burn Lewisfown, Youngstown, 
Manchester, now called Ni^ara Falls' Village, and the Tus- 
carora Indian village. On the 30th, they crossed again, and 
burned Black Rock and Buflalo. These villageg were only 
guarded by small bodies of militia, who could oppose no effectual 
resistance to the marauders. 

On the 3d of July, 1814, Generals Scott and Ripley with 
about 3000 troops, crosEed the Niagara river and took Fort 
Erie, without opposition. The next day. General Brown ad- 
vanced, with the main body of his forces to Chippeway, about 
two milesBouth of the Falls. Here, on the 5th, General Riall, 
at the head of the British army, sidvanced to give them battle. 
Tlie contest was severe, but resulted in favor of the Americans. 
The enemy lost nearly 500 men ; our own troops, 338. 

General Riall, after his defeat, withdrew to Q,ueenstown, 
and afterwards to Burlington Heights. Here he was reinforced 
by General Drmnmond, who took the command. The enemy 
appeared before the camp, just before simset, on the 25th of 
July. The American army immediately formed in the order 
of battle, at Lundy'e Lane, about halfa mile north west from 
the Falls ; and there, amid the eternal roar of Niagara, the 
two infuriated hosts continued in deadly conflict, till past mid- 
night. 
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rifle, wielded with unerring aim, mowed tbem down by platoons. 

General Drummond was himself wounded, and the army 
driven from the field. The British force engaged in this batfJe, 
was neeirly one third greater than the American. The loss of 
the enemy was 878 ; of the American troops, 858, 

Generals Brown and Scott having both been wounded in the 
battle, the command devolved on General Ripley, who thought 
it prudent to retire to Fort Erie. Here, on the 4th of August, 
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he was besieged by Genera! Drummoiid, at the head offive 
thousand men. Meanwhile, General Gaines Eirrived at the 
fort and took the command, aa senior officer. On the 15th, the 
British made an assault on the fort, but were repulsed with the 
loss of nearly 1000 men. On the 17tli of September, Gieneral 
Brown having recovered and taken the command, a sortie was 
made from the fort, and the advanced troops of the besiegers de- 
Soon Eifter, heating that General Izard was on his way with 
reinforcements, the enemy raised the siege and returned to Fort 
George. In November, Fort Erie was abandoned and dis- 
mantled by the Americans, who, crossing the river, went into 
winter quarters, in (he neighborhood of the Laltes. 

Meantime, events were occurring in the eastern part of the 
state, which materially hastened the termination of the war. 
General "Wilkinson went into winter quarters at French Mills, 
now Fort Covington. In the latter part of winter, he broke up 
his encampment and removed to Plattsburg. On tlie 30th of 
March, 1814, he penetrated into Canada, and attacked a body 
of the enemy at LaColle Mills, on the Sorel river, but was re- 
pulsed with some loss, and returned to Plattsborg, where he was 
soon after superseded in command by Gfeneral Izard. 

Early in September, Sir George Prevost advanced towards 
Plattsburgwith an army of 14,000 men, mostly European vet^ 
erems, who had served under Wellington. At the same time, 
Commodore Downie appeared on Lake Champlain with seven- 
.een sail, mounting ninety-five guns, and carrying 1020 men. 
jipose this Ibrce, General Macomb had only 1500 regular 
Toope, and about 250O militia ; and Commodore McDonough, a 
squadron of fourteen sail, mounting eighty-six gims, and carry- 
ig 820 men. 

The two armies engaged in battle on Sunday, the 11th of 
September. The action between the land forces and the squad- 
■ona coinmenced simultaneously. The British made the great- 
est exertions to cross the Saranac, but were repulsed at every 
attempt, with severe loss ; and their squadron having been cap- 
iured, and mostly destroyed, they retreated precipitately, leav- 
ing behind them large quantities of military stores. The entire 
loBsof the British, in this action, including killed, wounded, pris- 
oners, and deserters, was estunated at 2500. The remaining 
battles of the war were fought at the south. 

On the 24th of December, 1814, the treaty of Ghent was sign- 
ed by the commissioners of the two countries, and on the 17th 
of February, 1315, this treaty was confirmed by the President 
and Senate. 
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Of the events which have transpired, in this state since the 
war, there are so many living witnesaea, that we eliall give 
but a brief notice, 

Thecanal project, which, during the war, had been forgotten, 
or neglected, was soon revived. In 1816, some steps were 
talten for bringing it before the legislature ; and in 1817, the 
petition of more than 100,000 citizens of the state, asking that 
laws should he passed for its construction, was presented to tliat 
body, and action taken thereoa The same year, the Erie and 
Champlain canaU were both conmienced and vigorously pros- 
ecuted to their final completion, which occurred, the latter in 
1823, and the former in 1S25. 

In 1817, Governor Tompkins was chosen Vice President of 
the United States, and De Witt Clinton, the ardent and zealous 
friend of the system of internal improvements, was elected his 
successor. Governor Clinton was re-elected to the same office, 
in 1S20. In 1821, a convention was called by an act of the legis- 
lature, to revise die constitution. This convention met at Alba- 
ny on the thhd Tuesday of June, 1821. The result of their 
deliberations, was the constitution, under which the state has 
been governed up to the year 1846. This constitution viae 
ratified by the people, in December, 1821, by a majority of more 
than 33,000. 

In 1822, Mr. Clinton having declined the nomination, Joseph 
C. Yates, atthat time Judge ofthe Supreme Court, was chosen 
Gtovemor. Mr. Clinton was re-elected, however, to that otfice, 
in 1S24; and again in 1826. In 1825, thecompletionof the Erie 
Canal, and the union of the waters of Lake Erie and the Hud- 
son, was celebrated with great rejoicings. 
In 1826, the anti-masonic excitement commenced. 

The circumatannas which lad to il were thetB.* William Morgan, a Boyal 
Arch UaBou, and a prinler by trade, said to be a native of Virginia, had taken up 

cessrol in business, he. probably from pecuniary considerations, delermined ID 
publish a pamphlet, conloininB a fliaclosuie of Iha secrets of Masonry. His in- 
Isnlions were diacoverefl by some of his fellow Masons, who conununioated Iheni 
to others of their own and adjaceat lodges. 

On the lllh of Seplember, 1823, Mr. CheEsebtough, master of a lodge of Ma> 
tons at Canandaigua, OnUiiio county, procured a warrant from JeffVey Chipman, 
a justice of ilie peace in Canandaigua, to arrest Morgan on charge of sieaUng a 
shirt and cravat He with oiheta then proceeded to Batavia, arrested Uo^n. 
and brought him to Canandaigua, before Justice Chipman, who Ihrthwith dia- 
chatged him. as not guilty. 

He was then arrested, on a small debt due tn ons Aaron Ashley, which 
Clieesebrough alleged had been assigned to him. Tlie Justice rendered judgment 
against Morgan fbr two dollats, on wliich, upon the oath of Chsesebrough, he in- 

• The aooountof Morgan's abduction Is abrldsed from Judge Hammond's Po- 
lilicalHisloryofNewYnrk. 
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fjack to tlie Anwricsn Bide, anfl left in oo 
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thoee niemtiera of comniunlcy not connecled ivitb IheMaeone; and ihe ezcite- 

prompled lo deeds of vloleoce, here found vent at Ibe ballot boi ; and ftit a num- 
ber of years, the anti-masonB of Western New York, conelituted a formidable 
poUlical party. 

Ere thia excitement had readied, ita highest intensity, Gov- 
ernor Clinton died, very Buddenly, while conversing with eome 
friends, on the 11th of February, 1828, This painful event 
caused a deep sensatioii throughout the community. 

Governor Clinton, tliougli poaseasing some ftulls, bad been an able and zealous 
fiiend of his native slate. No man ever did more to promote her beat interests. 
Amid diBcouragementB wliioh would have appalled ordinary men, he steadily ad- 
vocated and accomplished measures which tune has proved emineotly coDduclve 
lo her welftte. 11 is sufficient proof of hie patriotic foresiglil, that amid the 
ridicule of hie associates, he dared lo etalie his repulation, ou Ibe success of the 
eyslem of internal hnprovemenlB. He has left an enduring record of his l^me in 
the beans of the people, whom his enlightened jneasores have endowed with 
plenty and prosperity. 

On the decease of Governor Clinton, General Nathaniel 
Pitcher, the Lieutenant Governor, officiated the remainder of 
the term. In November, 1828, Martin Van Buren was elected 
Governor, and Enos T. Throop, Lieutenant Governor. Mr. 
Van Buren being appointed Secretary of State, in March, 
1839, resigned his office, and Mr. Throop became acting Gov- 

During the eeseion of the legidature, in the winter of 1838-9, 
on the recommendation of Governor Van Buren, the Safety 
Fund Banking Law was passed. The main features of thra 
law were conceived and drawn up by Joshua Forman, Esq. 
and by him communicated to Governor Van Buren, who by the 
aid of Thomas Olcott, Esq, of Albany, matureJ and presented 
it to the legislature. 

In the autumn of 1830, Mr, Throop was elected Governor of 
the state. During hte admmistration, there were a great num- 
ber of applications t» the legislature, for aid to construct canals 
in different sections of the state, involving very large expendi- 
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tUfea, and of doubtful pecuniary profit. Some of these, Govern- 
or Throop opposed as premature and unwise ; and liia Opposi- 
tion to them, thougli probably judicious, materially affected his 
popularity and rendered his re-election improbable. 

In 1832, William L. Marcy was choaen Governor, and John 
Tracj-i lieutenant GoTernor. During the session of 1833, the 
bill authorizing the construction of the Chenango canal, a work 
attended with great expenditures, and which was strongly op- 
posed, passed the legielafure. Mr. Marcy and Mr. Tracy were 
re-elected to office in 1834, by a large majority. 

A law was passed, in 1835, direoting the enlargement and 
Improvement al the firie canal, and the construction of double 
JocltB. This law has involved the state in a debt of some mag- 
nitude, but when the proposed improvements are completed, 
they will unquestionably greatly increase its revenues. 

At this session of the legislature, also, the bill to provide the 
schooie of the state W.ith libraries, was passed; a bill which it is 
hoped, will be of incalculable service to its youth. Governor 
Marcy and Lieutenant Governor Tracy, were, for a third time, 
elected to their respective offices. 

In 1838, Ihe pecuniary depression of the country produced a 
change in the politjcs of the state, and WiUiam H. Seward of 
Orange county, was.chosen Governor, and Luther B radish of 
FranMin county. Lieutenant Governor. 
In 1840, the same gentlemen were re-elected. 
In 1842, William C. Bouok, of Schoharie county, was elected 
Governor. 

In 1844, Silas Wright of St, Lawrence county, who for a 
number of years had represented the State in the United States 
Senate, was elected Governor, and Addison Gardiner of Suffollt 
coimty, Lieutenant Governor. 

In June, 1846, a convention, elected by the people, to revise 
and amend the constitution of the atate, commenced its session 
at Albany, and in October following, reported the constitution 
which is found in this work, for the action of the people in the 
ensuing month of November. It was adopted by the people by 
a majority of more than 20,000 votes. 

In November, 1846, John Young of Livingston county, was 
elected Governor and Addison Gardiner of Suffolk county, 
Lieutenant Governor. 

6» 
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Tee system oi' Internal Improvement, in which New York 
has taken (he Ica^, forms an important portion of her history. 
It is interesting to trace tlte progress of the first of tlieee mighty 
enterprises, which, in its completion, excited the astonishment 
and admiration of the whole confederacy, and even of the states 
of Europe. 

In 1784, Christopher Colles proposed to the legislature to 
improve the navigation of the Mohawk. In 1785, he received 
gl25, to make investigations relative to this enterprise. He 
again came before the legislature in 1786, but became discour- 
aged from want of success. 

"The subject was referred to by Governor Clinton, in Ma 
speech to the legislature, at the opening of the session of 1791; 
and tui act passed concerning roads and inland navigation, di- 
recting the commissioners of the laud olBce, to cause the lands 
between the Mohawk and Wood creek, in Herkimer county, 
and betweeri the Hudson river and Wood creek, in Washington 
oountyi to be explored, and' the probable expense of canals, be- 
tween these points, estimated. 

The commissioners reported in 1792, and Governor Clinton 
communicated their report, by a message, in which he consid- 
ered the practicability of eSecting the object of tlie legislature, 
at a moderate expense, as ascertained. 

Mr. Adgate, Mr. Williams, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Barker, 
were the most efficient advocates of this measure in the legisla- 
ture. Mr. Elkanah Watson also wrote a number of essays on 
the subject, andjthisyear, the W t n dth N rthern Inland 
Lock Navigation Companies we h te d General Schuy- 
ler, Thomas Eddy, Jeremiah Va R 1 B entBleecker, 
Elkanah Watson, and Robert B w m ng their most 

efficient advocates. 

In 1796, the Western Compa j 1 1 d anal, two and 

three fourth miles long, at Littl F lis d her, one and 
one quarter miles long, at Gem Fl t , d 1797, a canal 
irom the Mohawk to Wood creek, one and three-fourlii miles 
long, in all, less than seven miles, with nine locks. 

In 1796, finding a reconstruction of their work necessary, they 
employed Mr. Weston, an English engineer; and when their 
caned would admit a passage from Schenectady to the Oneida 
lake, they had expended nearly §450,000. The tolls, how- 
ever, were so high, that few used their canal. The Niagara 
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tompany was incorporated in 1798, to make a navigable com- 
munication between Lakes Erie eind Ontario. It, however, 
never went into operation. 

The distinguished Governeur Morris seema first to have con- 
ceived the idea of a continuous canal between the Hudson and 
Lake Erie. He alluded to it, in a letter to a friend, in 1800, 
and communicated it to the late Simeon De Witts, the surveyor 
general, in 1803. His plan, however, was, to have the canal 
constructed with a uniform declivity of six inches to a mile, and 
■without locks, except on the slope of the Hudson. This plan 
after wards proved impracticable. 

la 1807-8, Jesse Hawley, Esq., wrotea series of essays, which 
were published in the Genesee Messenger, urging the impor- 
tance of such a canal, and its immediate construction. 

lo 1808, Joshua Forman presented to the legislature, his mem- 
orable resolution, in which, after reciting in the preamble the 
various reasons for such a step, he proposes the appointment of 
a joint committee, to take into consideration the propriety of 
exploring and causing to be surveyed, the most eligible and di- 
rect route for a canal, to connect the watersof the Hudson and 
Lake Erie, to the end that Congress may be enabled to appro- 
prfete the necessary sum for the construction of such a work. 

This resolution passed, but so little idea had the legislature 

of the sum requisite for such a survey, that they appropriated 

only S600 for the purpose. The committee appomted were, 

Thomas E Gold William W Gilbert, Obadiah German, and 

J L H bo th part of the house, and John Tay- 

1 J 1 N I 1 d J than Ward, on tile part of the 

J C edd E 1 at that time a land surveyor, 

m d th pi d vey, under the direction of the 

y 1 d 1809, reported in favor of such a 

t 

I 1810, t 1 J Piatt. Esq., Governeur Morris, 

DeWitt Clmton, Stephen Van Rensselaer, Simeon DeWitt, 
WiUiam North, Thomas Eddy, and Peter B. Porter, were ap- 
pointed commissioners, to explore the whole route for inland 
navigation, from the Hudson river to Lake Ontario and Lake 
Erie. 

De Witt Clinton, at Uiat time a member of the senate, wae iraluwd to lend a 
avoralile eat to tbis grsat project, iiy tbe representations of Mt. Pteit and Mr. 
Eddy, the latlec of whom appears Aral to Dave advised IWb plan ol action. 

The commiEsioners reported, in 1811, in favor of a canal, and 
estimated its cost at $5,000,000. They recommended that the 
construction of it should bo offered to the national government. 

The same year a bill was passed, giving power to the com- 
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missioners, (to whom were added Robert Fulton and R. R. 
Livingston), to consider all matters relative to the inland navi- 
gation ol' the state; to make application to the general govern- 
ment, and to any of the states or terriloriea, for aid or coopera- 
tion; to ascertain on what terms loans could be obtained, and 
at what price the rights of the Western Inland Lock Naviga- 
tion Company could be purchased. 

The general government having declined to offer aid in the 
enterprise, and the adjacent states and territories affording only 
their good wishes, the commissioners in 1812, proposed that the 
state should construct the canal without foreign assistance ; and 
a bill was passed, directing' them to procure loans and grants of 
land on the proposed route, but forbidding them to commence 
the canal. 

During the period from 1813 to 1815, the war with Great 
Britain diverted all thoughts from this enterprise, to the more 
urgent one of defending their own firesides from ruthless inva- 
sion ; hut, when peace returned, again this great undertaking 
engaged the hearts of community. The Holland Land Com- 
pany had granted to the commissioners mrre than 100,000 
acres of land ; and individuals some 7000 or 8000 more, towards 
tiie completion of the work. 

In 1815, those opposed to the canal were so far in the ma- 
jority, as to obtain the repeal of the Eiot authorizing the com- 
missioners to borrow ^,000,000. 

This was, for the time, a virtual abandonment of the canal 
policy ; but, with the peace, the hopes and energies of its friends 
revived, and, in 1816, D. D, Tompkins, then governor, recom- 
mended the consideration of the enterprise to the legislature, 
while a host of petitions, ably drawn up, andnumerously signed, 
■were brought before that body, praying them to proceed in tliis 
great enterprise. Among the most forcible of these, was the 
petition from New York, drawn up by DeWitt Clinton. 

Ihe conBUiuMiDD of Uie niiddJe section first, as it wbiUS be a eouree of profit, and 
would diveit tbe traOe from Ibe at, Lawrence. 

A bill was proposed to commence the canal immediately, but 
was modified in the senate, and finally passed, giving the com- 
missioners power to take the preliminary measures, such as 
causing a thorough siu'vey and estimate of the expense of the 
route to be made, employing engineers, making further efforts 
to obtain aid, either from the general, or state governments, 
and arranging for loans and grants of land. 

In 1817, a bill was passed, authorizing the immediate con- 
struction of these works ; although in view of their magnitude, 
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alternate emotions of hope and tear predominated in (lie ininde 
of the legislature. There were some who oppoaed the passage 
of the bill. Under the new act, Stephen Van Rsr.eielaer, De- 
Witt Clinton, Samuel Youag, Joseph Ellioott, and Myron 
Holley, were appointed commiEBionere. 

So much dlalruel In c^iu^ to Uie result of the enterprise was ftB, by Ihose 
liylng remote from tbe line of the canals, ttaat tbef jnsleled on the introduction of 
a dgose Is the bill, levying a tax of $3!>(l,0OD, upon the lands conc^ous to ibem. 
This, however, waa never coUected^ as ihe means provided by the comtnis- 
eionecs, proved siopl; sufiicieat, witbout resorting to direct taxation. 

The ground was first broken for the Erie canal, on the 4th 
of July, 1817, at Rome, with appropriate ceremonies. DeWitt 
Clinton, then governor of the state, was present, and took part 
in the services on this interesting occasion. 

In ISia, the governor congratulated the Icgtelalure on the progress of tlie en- 
terprise, ^td urged thenk to persevere in its prosecutlort Lawe were passed, 
daring the session of this year, authorizing the consliuciion of the Chittonango 
canal, and a navigable feeder (o Ihe Brio canal ; also, the esamination of BofiWo 
creeli, wiUi a view to the construction of on Miiflcial harbor on tlie western lei- 

An act was likewise passed, improving the financial scheme 
of the previous year, and authorizing the commiBsioners to ob- 
tain a Rjrther loan of one million of dollars. 

In 1819, meaaurea were taken for the comioencement of the 
Oswego canal. In October, of the same year, that portion of 
the Erie canal extending from Utica to Rome, was opened for 
navigation; and the Charaplain canal admitted the passage o( 
boats. From this period all open opposition to the enterprise 
ceased. 

In J830, the property, right and title of the Western Inland 
Lock Navigation Company was transferred to the state, for the 
sum of §150,328. Messr8.Young,HoUey,Seymoiir,aadBouck, 
were desigiKited an acting canal commissioners, and received a 
salary for their services; ^hile the remainder of the commis- 
sioners received no salary, and retained only advisory powers. 

An act was passed in 1822, directing the construction of a 
navigable canal, to connect the Erie canal with the Onondaga 
lake and Seneca river. This, in connection with the act of 1819, 
completed the plan of what was afterwards known as the Os- 
wego canal. 

In July, 1833, the Erie canal was navigable from Schenectady to Itochester, 
forded by the canal, had ^ea^ advanced fl^ per cent. 

In 1824, the Champlain caiial was reported as finished. Acts 
were passed, authorizing further loans Ibr the completion of the 
Eriecanal; for the constructionof a caaal to connect Lake Cham- 
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plain with the St. Lawrence, and for fixing the termini of the 
Erie canal, at Albany and Buffiilo. 

Just at the close of the session, by a raosl ungeneroua parly manosuvre, De 
Wiu Cltaton was removed from the office of canal commisBloner. This was a 
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cultural wealth of the slale. 

The canal was completed in October, 1826, and on the 4th of 
November, the first canal boat from Lake Erie, having reached 
New York, the occasion was celebrated with rejoicings, such, 
perhaps, as have eeldoia been equaled in this or any other stale 
of the union. 

The different Hades and proteaeions of the city, each with autlable liadgeB and 

barques, &e., asMmbled in the bay, 10 wilnem the ceremony of the weddhig of 
Lake Erie with the AUsnUc : and amid nunieroiia ceremonies, and eloquent ors- 

atruck. eoninien»rati™ of Uie interesting event, and forwarded to the eoldlers 
(md oflioera of the resolution, and to diatii^ished men. in our own, and other 

The whole coat of the Erie and Champlaia canals was 
89,130,000; the canal debt, at their completion, was ©7,738,000; 
and its iaterest §413,000. The income arising from tolls, the 
year after the completion of the canals, was estimated at $750,- 
000, exceeding, very coasiderably, the interest of the debt. In 
1835, the debt of the canal was extinguished, mainly from the 
tolls. 

The year 1826 was the commencement of the railroad policy 
in the state. In that year, Stephea Van Rensselaer and others 
received a charter for the construction of a railroad from Al- 
bany to Schenectady, with the right of enjoying the profits of 
the enterprise for fifty years. 

profits of the nork. . This Aature has been incoiporated in all rafboBd charters 
since granted. 

Iq 1827, the legislature made an appropriation in aid of the 
Delaware and Hudson canal, and determined on the most fea- 
sible route for connecting the Erie canal and Susquehanna 

An act was passed in 1833, chartering a company, to con- 
struct a railroad to connect the Hudson with Lake Erie, run- 
ning through the lower tier of counties; and in 183ti, a loan of 
the public credit to the amount of 13,000,000, was granted to 
the company. 
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In 1833, affi 
Chenango cai 

which, on its completion, opened amarket to alarge agricultural 
region. 

In 1835, it was foimd that the size of the Erie canal w^ inad- 
equate to the business transacted upon it; Eind that the locks 
were worn by use, and required enlarging', and to be made 
double, to facilitate transportation. The legislature, therefore, 
the same year, authorized the application of the surplus reve- 
nues, arising from the tolls, to be applied to the enlargement of 
the canal. 

In 1836, the legislature directed the construction of the Gene- 
see river and Black river canals, which were soon ailer com- 
menced. The financial distress in 1837-8, produced some delay 
and timidity in regard to internal improvements. But, in 1838, 
54,000,OCK) were appropiated to the enlargement of the Erie 
canal, and the credit of the state loaned to theCatskill and Can- 
ajotarie, the Auburn and Syracuse, and the Ithaca and Owego 
railroad companies, to the amount of 88,000,000, The loan to 
the New York and Brie railroad company was modified at the 

Since that period, several companies have constructed redl- 
roads, forming a continuous line between Albany,and Buffalo, 
and the whole distance (about 400 miles) ie run in less than 
twenty-four hours. 

The Black River Canal is as yet incomplete, and the Genesee 
Valley Canal is only finished as far as Dansville. The New 
York and Erie Railroad, afYer long delays, is now in progress 
of construction, and will be completed, probably, in two or three 
years. The Harlaem Railroad is also rapidly progressing 
toward Albany. It is in contemplation to unite this with the 
Housatonic Railroad. 

Railroads have also been projected from New York to Albany 
along the Hudson liver; from Ogdensburg to Platteburg; from 
some point on liie Harlaem Railroad to. New Haven, Conn.; 
and from Bufialo to Erie, Pennsylvania. 

In this connection, too, the Magnetic Telegraph should be 
mentioned. Telegraph lines have been constructed from Al- 
bany and Troy to Buffido, and by way of the Housatonic Rail- 
road, to New York city, and others are projected. The facili- 
ties afforded for business transactions, by this instantaneous 
mode of transmitting intelligence, appear almost incredible. It 
is indeed one of the most wonderful discoveries of the present age. 
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PURSUITS OF THE PEOPLE, 
In three of the lour great depailmerls of national indurtry, NeW 
York occupies the first rank. Her fertile lands, under the akillful 
and acientific cultivation thej have received, reniier her preeminent 
in the cultuva of the noil; her commerce ia grealer than that of any 
other Btateof the confederacji her sails whiten every stea, and bring 
the productions of avery clime to her marts i in manufacttireB, she 
divides the palm with her aister stBtea, Massachusetts and PennsyU 
Tania; in mining operatjona, though distinguiatied, she is inferior to 
Pennsylvania, and the neW slates of Missouri, Wisconsin and Iowa. 

I. AcsRiouLTtrjiE, New York, though Bsually reckoned as one of 
the giain growing states, might, from tne diversity of its aurlace, and 
the attention paid to the rearing of cattle, be j-ankedj with equal pro- 
priety, amona the grazing states. Its mountainous districts afford 



oie exceeded by no slate of the u 

Herkimer, Oneida, Orange, Delaware, Jefferson, Chenango, Chavl- 
tauqae, Onondi^, MadiSon, St. Lawrence, Otsego, Steuben, Dutch- 
ess, Erie, Tompkins, Washington, Ulster, Westchester, Oswego, 
Schoharie, Cayuga, Allegany, Cortland, Monroe, Wayne, Saratoga, 
Rensselaer and Putnam, are the most productive dairy counties. 

The most prolific grain counties are Monroe, Ontario, Livingston, 
Niagara, Dutchess, Columbia, Orleans, Genesee, Cayuga, Ononda^^a, 
Wayne, Oneida, Seneca, Yates, Montgomery, Jeflerson and Albany. 
In most of these counties, wheat is the principal grain i in a few, oats 
iind corn aie the chief crops. 

The state Agricultural Society, the county societies connected with 
it, and the numerous and ably conducted agricultural journals, have 
done much for the improvement of tliis department of national in- 
dustry, in the state. The most improved breeds of cattle, horses, 
sheep, and swine, hare been impOTted ; every new implement of 
husbandry, which possesses real ralue, and every improvement in 
farming, is readily adopted. 

Under the influence of this commendable zeal, much of that por- 
tion of the soil, which ia naturally sterile, has been reclaimed ; the 
wildernesa has become like a garden, and the desert been made to 
bod and blossom as the rose. 

2. Commerce. In commerce, New York not only stands fore- 
most among the American states, but she occupies a very high posi- 
■■ ■ . .1 -g qC jjjg world fjgw York city. 



her principal seaport, is second only to London i.. . . .. 

when her vast lake and internal commerce ia added to this, it will be 
seen that she has but few rivals in this department. 

New York has an extensive trade with all Ihe commercial stales of 
Europe ; with Arabia, India, China, Japan, and the dependencies of 
each ; with the various ports on the coast of Africa and South Amer- 
ica; with New Holland, and the islands of (he Pacliie and Indian 
oceans; with the Wert Indies, and the various ports of our own 
country. 

The internal commerce of the stale is principally confined to the 
transportation of emigrants an J their furniture; the conveyance of 
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the VBst amount iil' agi'i cultural produce of tliisslafe, and the weatern 
states and territories, to tide water, and tha vetuin of goods !br Ihia 
produce. This commerce has inci^jased, with a rapidity far beyond 
the expectalions of the most sanguine, and is yearly increasing, at a 
ratio of at least ten per cent. 

3. Manufactubeb. New York has not engaged so exteosively 
in the manufactura uf the fibrous ftbrics, (cotton, woollen and silk 
goods), as Maasachosetls, although the number of manufiictories is 
great, and annually increasing. Yet, in the preparation iif those arti- 
cles which first engage the attention of a new state, after its foreBta 
are, in a measure, cleared, and its people begin to provide for their 
own necessities, she stands foremost among the manufacturing states 
of the union. 

In the manufacture of flour, whether we regard the quantity or the 
quality, she has no equal in the world. The manufacture of lumber 
is also extensive, and for some years to come will undoubtedly in- 
crease. The tanning ^nd manufacturing of leather is la gely carr ed 
on, in some counties of the state. Salt is made in larg quant f ea 
than in any other portion of the union, and of superior qu 1 y 

The producljon'and manu&cture of iron is becoming an mpo tant 
interest, yet here she must yield the palm to Pennsyl an H 
foundries ate the largest in the United States. Distill d and m It 
liquors are still produced in very lat^e quantities, am un ng o 
more than five millions of dollars per annum; the am nt 1 
these, however, is rapidly decreasing. Brick and lime k Ins e y 
numerous. The otber more Important manufactures of (he state, are 
glass, soap, candles, paper, hats, caps and bonnets, machinery, hard- 
ware and cutlery, carriages, wagons and aleigbs, furniture, &c. 

4. Mines. I'he only mines of importance are those of iron and 
lead. The ores of iron are extensively diffused throughout the state. 
The m^netic oxide occurs in vast beds in the counties of Essex, 
Clinton, Warren, and Franklin, and in some portions of St. Law- 
rence. This is a valuable ore, and furnishes a vast proportion of the 
malleable iron used in the state. The specular oxide occurs princi- 
pally in St. Lawrence county, and is mainly used for castings. 

There are also, in Putnam and Orange counties, mines of magnetic 
oxide, and in several of the western counties, particularly those bor- 
dering on lalce Ontario, are large beds of argillaceous ore, which is 
well adapted to castings. 

The principal lead mines are those of Rossie, St. Lawrence county, 
and Wnttzboro', Sullivan county, but from the abundance and cheap- 
ness of (he western ore, they cannot successfully compete with it 
in market. Sulphurets of copper and zinc have also been discovered 
in considerable quantities, in St. Lawrence county, and other sec- 
tions, but have not been smelted to any extent. 

Marble, granite, sandstone, serpentine, gypsum, ochres, the 
limestone of which the hydraulic cement is made, and marl, are all 
found abundantly in the state, and applied to the purposes of the 
arts, of ^riculture, and of architecture. The geological survey ■at 
the state has been of great service, in developing its mineral and 
agricultural resources. 

The statistics of the agriculture, 

mines of the state, a ^-'-■■■■^ ■■~'^. 

close of this work. 
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GOVERNMENT OF NEW YORK. 

The Government of tlie state, like that of the United Slates, Is di- 
vided into three depaitments, via. the legislalLve, executive and ju- 
diciary. 

Tlie legiflEative department consists of a Senate of 33 members, and 
a House of Assembly of 128, the former elected for two years, the lat- 
ter for one. 

The executive consists of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
who are the chief executive officers, and are elected by the people 
for a term of two yeais; and the Secretary of State, ComptrulUr, 
Treasurer, Attorney General, State Engineer and Surveyor, holdir^ 
office for two years ; three Canal Commisaioners, and three Inspec- 
tors of State Prisons, holding ol5ce for three years. The latter are 
called administrative of^cera. 

The judiciary comprises the Supreme Court, composed of at least 
3'3 judges, (four in each of the eight districts,) a Court of Appeals, 
composed of eight judges, and a County Judge for each of the coun- 
ties of the state, who also, (except by special enactment to the con- 
trary,) performs the duties of surrogate. There are also justices of the 
peace, and judges in other courts, not of record. These judges are 
all elected by the people. 

Provision was made by the legislature of the state, during the ses- 
sion of 1846, for holding a convention, to revise the constitution of 
the state ; and delegates having been elected by the people, met at 
Albany, about the tirstof June, 1846, and in October ensuing, reported 
a revised constitution, v»hich was adopted by the people, at tho elec- 
tion in November of the same year. 
The following is the constitution thus adopted. 



Adopted JV'overaiier 3, 18J6. 
We the penple of the state of New York, grateful to Almighty God for 



lond, ot the judgment of tiia peers. 

SM. S. The trial by jurj, in all cases in which It has been heretofore used, 
shall remain Inviolate forever. But a jury trial may be waived by the parties in 
all dva cases, in tlie manner to be prescribed by law, 

1 exercise and enjoyment of religious protbeslon and worship. 



wlUiou 



I, the public Bttfety may 
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CONSTITUTION. 

See- 5- Ejice^ive bail siialJ noL be reguJj'cd, not cxGcsbivs aaea iaipot 
Bbalt ctuel and unusual punfsbuienls be inA[uted, nor flhaU witnesGes be un 
Bbly dflUInea, 

Sec. e. Nn peiEon lUaU be btJi lo answer for a capllal or olborwlse in 

under tile legulstion of (be legislalure,) Dniesa on presenlutent or indicuni 
grand jury, aud !n any trial, lu any eoun wbalever, Vie party accused sh& 
lowed to appeal and defend in person, and wiib council, as in civil actioi 
person sball be sublet to be twice put in Jeopardy for tbe same oS^i 
shaU be ba compelled. In any criminal case, to be a witneBS against blmsf 
be deprlTed of life, lilierty, or proper^, witiiout due pmceas of law ; m 
private property be tabeu fbr public use without joBt compenBatioti- 

Sec. T, Wben private property sbab be tahen for any public use, tiie o 
sation Kp be mafle tberefOr, when sucb tomjiensfttion is not raafle by ihi 
shall be aecertaiued liy a jury, or by not leas tbaa three commissioners, ap 
by a court of record, as shall bs prescribed by law. Private roads may be 

road, and Xbs amount of all damage to be susujned by the opening there 
bs first determined by a juiy of ftseholdere, Dud such amount, together v 
ejpenses of the proceediog, Bbon be paid by the person to be benefited. 



or of the press. In all crli 
Bi>d if it shall appear lo the jury thai the matter charged as libellou 



operty for local or private purj 
Sec. 10. No law shall ba passed, abridging (he tight of the people to aasemMe, 
id to petition the government, or any department thereof; nor shall any divorce 
granted, olberwise than by due judicial proceedings ; nor shall any lottery herB- 
ter be authorized, or any sale of loClery tickeis cdlowed, tvilhin tbis slate. 

iGsess Che otigiual and ultimate properly in am to all lands vriibbi lAe Jurislic- 
m of the state ; and all lands, the title to which diall fhll, from a defect of heirs, 
an revert, or escheat to (he people. 

Sse. IS. All feudal tenures, of every description, with all their incidents, are 
iclared to be abolished, savmg. however, aJl rents and services cenahi, which 

any time berelafore have been lawfully created or reserved. 

Sec 13. AU lands within tbis state are declared to.be allodial, so that, suliject 



shall bs valid. 

Sec. 15. All lines, quartet sales, or other like restraints upon alienation ti 
served in s,ay grant of land, hsreallsr 10 be made, shall be void. 

Sec. 16. No purchase or contract fer the sale of lands in this state, mad 
since the tburteenth day of October, one thousand and seven hondted and sevei 
ty-flvs; or which oiay hereafter ba made, of or with the Indians, shall be vaUi 
unless made under tbe authority, and wUh the consent of the legislature. 

Sec 17. Such parts of the common iBvr, ana of the actsof tbelegislature i 
the colony of Kew York, as together did form tbe law of the said cob>ny, on tb 
nineteenth day of April, oi ' " ...a—. ^— -_. . 
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tbe said Hcti. or parU thereof as are KspugnanE to this CDnBtituciori, sre hereby 
abrogated ; aud the teglelaluie, at Its Hist session alter tbe adopUon of Uiia Con- 
stitution, shall appoint three coitamissiODeis, whose duty ii shall be to rMuce hits 
a written and systematic code, the whole body of the law of tiaa state, or so 
much and such parts thereof as 10 the said couunjBsloners shall seem practicable 
and eTfpedient. And the said conunlBsJoners £hatl specify such alterations and 
amenbenls therein ae tJiey shall deem proper, and they shall at all times make 
report to the legjslatnre, when called upon to do so ; and the legislature shaQ pass 

pensadon of the said conunlasioners; and shall also prDiide fbr the publication 
of the said code« prior to its being presented le the legislature tbr adt^tion, 

i5M. 18. All grants of land within this srate, made by the Khig of Great Stit- 
aui, or persona actii^ under his aathority. after the fourteenth day of October, 
one thousand, seven hundred atid seventy-JiTe, shaU be null and void ; and nothing 
contained in this Cons^tatlon shall afl^ct any grants of fond wifJihi this slate, made 
by the authority of tbe said King or his predecessnts. or shall annul any charters to 
bodies politic and corporate, by him or Ihein made, before that day ; or shall affect 
any such grants or chatters since made by this state! <" by persons acting under Its 
authority, or shall unpair tbe obligation of any debts contracted by this elate, or 

tions, rights of action, or other proceedings h) counts of Justice. 



which be shall at tbe time be a resident, and not elsewhere, for all Dfliceis that 
heen for thirty days nen preceeding the elecUon, a lesldent of the dltttict from 



less he shall have b 


een tor three years a citizen of this state, and for one 


, preceding any elei 


ctlon sh^ have been seised and possessed of a free- 


le of the value of P 


ivo hundred ajid flfty dollars, over and above all debts 


mbrances charged 1 


Iheraon. and shall have heen actually rated and paid 


reon, shall be entitled to vote at such election. And no person of color 


ubjecl to direct tai 










saed, ejoludlng ftom the right of suffrage, all persons 


^ been, or maybe,. 




ad fbr depriving ev 


ery person who shall maJie, or become directly or in- 


iterested hi any be 


t or wager dependbig upon the result of any election. 


right to vote at such election. 


For the pntpose 


of voluig, no person shall he deemed to have gained 


residence, by reaso 


n of his presence or absence, while employed in the 


f the United a»tes 




ate, or of the Unit, 


'A Stales, or of the high seasi nor while a student of 




lor while kept at any abns house, or other asyhim, at 




onllned in any public prison. 


Laws shall be m 




1 be enfltled to the 





SB Otherwise chosen. 
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Sk. 1. The legislative power of Uiia siaie slisl] be vemad in a S. 

be cboaen for two years. Tiie Aaaembly shall Miosis! of one Imnilied i 
ty-eieht niembets, wiio shall be annuatly elected. 

Sec. 3. The stale shall be divided inio chirty-tivo diatricis, to be cal 
dislcicts, each of which shall tihaase one senator. The distrlcls shaU 
beted f^in one to thirty-two inclusive, 

Bistrici number one shall consist of the counties of SafloVc, Hicli 

District number two shall consist of the count; of Kings. 



issembly disttlpt shall be divided ui the forms- 
loard of supervisors, when they shall have com- 
e certllicates thereof, statii^ Ihn 





thereof to be filed in the office of 


Ihs SecretMT oC State, and of Ui 




ity and county 


District number (sven shan 


onsiat nt the 


ountios of Westch,,sler Patnam, 


and Sockland. 






District number eight diall 


consist of the 




imnbia. 






District number nine shan co 


sistofthecoui 


t es of Orange and SuHivan 


District number ten shall con 


dst of thn eoun 


ties of Ulster and tteene 


District number eleven shall 


COUBiBt of th 


counties of Albany and Bche 


nectady. 






Di«ricl number twelve shaU 


onsist of the c 


untv of Renssplaer 


District number thirteen shall consist of 














.Jimties of Warren Essei and 








District number fifteen shall 






Franklhi. 










ounties ot Hertamer Hamd 


ton, Fulton, and M ta m 






District num *■ 


ban let 


he counties of Schbare and 


Delaware. 


















District num ee 


ist th 


count! of Oneida. 



District numbe w w shall last 

and Tioga, 
District number Iwenly-four shall con6i 

District number twenty-five shall consist 
eea, and Yates, 

District number twenty-six shall consis 
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and NiagBia 

D 3l[ et nun ber Iwentj-nlne ahall consisl of the cnundes of Onlario and 
IdviDgaCon 

DIM M number tbirly Bholi consiBl of the counlies of Altoganj and Wyo- 
n ng 

UIbU I number Ibirty-one ahall conslsl of the county of Erie. 

Dia net n unbet lh!tty-two Bhali consisl of the counties of Choutauquo ami 

Sit 4 An enumeration of the inhabitants of ihe slate ehall be taken, un- 
der tba dn:ection of the legislal 

flfty-flve, and at the end of every ten years uerestier; ana IDO eai< 
be GO aUered by the loeislature, at tbe first aessfon after the return 
meralion, that each senate district staah contain, as nearly as ma; 
nuinlier of Inhabitants, eicluding aliens, and persons of color not taxed ; andsh 



day of Janua^ neit, and divide their reepectiTe counties into assembly distticti 
equal » the number of members of Assembly to wliicn such counties are noi 

or State, and the clerlis of their respective counties, a description of such sseni 
biy dislriots, spocifying the nmnber of each district, and the population thereo 
according to the last preceding state enumcre-tion, as near as can be ascettaJnei 
Each assembly disrjict shall contain, as nearly as may be, an equal number of ir 
habitants, excluding idiens, and persons of color not taxed, and shall consist i 

tlon of assembly districts. 

The laglslatute, at Ha first session, after the return of every enumeration, shaU 
reapportion the members of Aaseiqbly, among the several counties of this stale, 
in manner alhresald, and the boards of supervisors. In such counUes as may be 
entitled, under such re-apportionment, to more than one member shah assemble, 
at such time as the legislature making such re-apportionment shaU prescribe, and 
aivide such counUes into assembly dittticts, in the mamwr herein directed ; and 
the apportionment and districts, so to be made, shell remain unaltered, untH an- 
otlier enumeration shall be taken, under Ihe provisions of the preceding seclion. 

Every county, herefofbre established and separately organized, except the 
county of Hamilton, shall always be entitled to one member of Ibe Astemb^, and 
no new county shall be lieieaftet erected, unless its population shall entitle it to 
member. 

The county of H 

!iec. 6. The members of the legislalare shall receive, for t 

such pay shall not exceed, in (lie aggieeale, three hundred d< 
allowance, except in proceedings for impeachment The lim 



Ired and fijtty-eight. When 
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place of meeting, on the most usual route. The spealier of tUe Aseeiolily shalL, 
In virme of bia office, [ec«ive an addilional campeDsation, equal to one-third of 
hia per diem allowance aa a memlwr 

S«, 7. No member of the legislaiure r'hall receive any civil appointment 
within this eiste. or to the Senate of the United Stales, iiom the Govemor, the 
Governor uid Benate, oc f^m ttae Legislature, daring tbe term far whicti he shail 
liave heen elected ; ami gH such sppaintmeiiu, and aS voles given Ibr any sncti 
member, for any such office or appointment, ahail 1>e void. 

S». B. No person, tieing a inenrber of Congresa, or holding any judicial or 
iDililary office under the United States, shall hold a seat in the legislature. And 
if any person Bball. alter his election as a member of the legi^lure, be elected 
to Oougress.'or appointed to any olfice, civil or military, utider the government 
of the Uniiefl aiaiea, bis acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat. 

Soc 9. The elections of Senators and memliets of Assembly, pursuant to llie 
proTifiiotie of this Constitution, sliall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the first 
Monday of r^ovember, unless otherwlEe directed by the leglslature- 

of the eleclioju, returns, and qualifications of its own members ; shall choose its 



be lEF^ c^en, except when the public wellbre shall require secrecy. Neither 
house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days. 

Sec. IS. For any speechor debate, meilher houseofthetegislatute.tbemem- 
bets Shan not be questioned in any other place. 

See. 13. Any bill may originaie in either house of the legidature, and all bills 
passed by one house, may be amended by the other. 

New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as folkuva," and no law 



nays entered on the Journal. 

See. in. No private or local bill. wMch may be passed by the legislature, shall 
embrace more than one subjeti, and that shall be eipretaed m the title. 

Sk. n. The legislature may confer upon the boards of supervisors, of the 
several counties of the state, such further powers of local legislation arid admin- 
isiraiion. as they shall from time to lima preBcribs. 



SM. a. No person, eic 


epi a cilliei 


1 of the United Stales, shall bo eligible 1 


the office of Governor ; n< 


,r Shan any 


person be eligible to thai olfice, who sha 




of thirty yeE 




neit preceding his election 




within Ibis state. 


S«. 3. The Governor 


and Lieuter 


lant Governor shall be elected at the thni 


ana places of choosing ir 




the Assembly, The persons respective! 


having the highest numbei 


of voles ft 








shall have an equal, and the highest, nun 






;utenanl Governor. Ihe two houses of tl 


legislature, al its neilanni 




shall. ftiifhwitH. by John ballot, choose or 


oflhasaldpetH>ns,sohai 


■ing an equs 


lI and the highest number of voles for Go- 
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STATE OF NEW YORK, 



nesB with Ibe oiBcers of eovemineQl, civil and mllilaiy. He sba 
Buch loeasui-eB, as may be leeDlved upon )iy Ihe legislature, nod » 
Uiat IhE IBTCS are fkithtully eieculed. Hs shall, at etaled titnaa, r 



ment, upon such oondiaoiw, and witli such testiictlona and limitations, as he may 
think ptopet, mhject to such regulations as may be provided by law, reLadve lo the 
manner of applying for pardons. Upon conviction for treason, he shaU have 

reprieve. He shall annually communicate to the legislature, each oaae of re- 

crlme of which he waa convicted, ihe sentence, and its dale, and the date of the 
commutation, pardon, or reprieve. 

Sec. a. In case of the Impeachment of the Governor, or hia removal from of- 
fice, death, inaliility to diacliarge the powers and duties of the eaid oHice, reeigna- 
tion, or absence from the sla-e, the powere and duties of the office aheil devolve 
upon the Lieutenant Covatnor, fbr the residue of the term, or until the disability 
shall lease. But when the Goveraor shall, with the consent of the legislature, 
be out of the state, hi time of warj at Uie heed of the militacy force tbeteof, he 
shall continue eomniandeP-hi.chief of all [lie military three of the alate. 

Sac. 7, Tlie Lieutenant Governor shall possess the same qualificationa of eh- 
gibility fw office as the Governor. He shall he President of the Senate, but shall 
only have a casting vote lUerein, If, during a vacancy of the office of Governor, 
tile Lieutenant filovernor shall he im 
capable of patftmnlng the duUea ol 
President of the Senate shall act as Govemor, until the vacancy be flllel, or the 
disability sh^ cease, 

S». 8. Ttie Lieutenant Governor ah^ while actmg as such, receive a com- 
pensation, to be fiied by law, and which ShaU not be increased or diminished, 
during his amUnuance In office. 

5s(. fl. Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and Assembly, shall, be- 
fore ie becomes a law. be presented to tlie Govemor ; if he approve, ho ehali sign 

have originated; who shall enter the objection^ at large, upon their journal, and 
proceed to teconsidef it. If, after such reconsideration, iwo^hhiJs of tlie mem- 
bers present shall agree (o pass the bill, it shall be seal, together with tlie objec- 
tions, to the other house, by which it shall liliewlse be ra-considered ; and if ap- 

slanding the objections of the Governor. But hi an such cases, the votes of both 
houses shall be determuied by yeas and nays, and the names of the members, 
voting {brand against Uie bin. shall be entered on thejournal of each house respec- 
tively. If any~btll shall not be returned by the Govemor. within tsn days, (Bun- 

in like manner as if he bad signed it, unless the legislature shall, by their adjourn- 



al stated times, duri 



!ctatary of Slate, Comptroller, Treasurer, and AHomaytJeneral, 
this Article named, (eicept the Speaker of Uie Assembly,) 



: I, Google 



CONSTITUTION. 



Stc 2. A SiaW Engineer and 


Surv. 


eyor shall be chosen 


at a general e 


loollon. 






. no person shall be 




dOffiCB 


ntiD is not B pracIicBl eugloeer. 














s Eball be chosen al 


the general e 




wMcb Bhail lie held nea after the 


ado 


pUon of this ConaH 


Mtion, one of 




ehsll hokl bia office for one year, < 






1 for three yearj 


s. The 






meet at (be Gapiiol, < 




ndayof 


January, neit oJter such election, 


and 


deiermloe by lot. wl 


bich of said Commis- 


alonera shall hold bis office tor oi 




ar, which for two, and which fo 






annually, ihereaftet, one 




Bsioner. 


who EhsU bold blB office tor three 











Ifon, which eliaU be held neit after tlie adoption of this Constitution, one of whom 
shall bold his office for one year, one for two yearo, and one for three years. 
The Governor, Secrelary of State, and Comptroller, shal) meet al ttae CspiloL on 
the first Monday of January, neii succeeding such election, and determine by lot, 
wbfch of eaid Inspectors shall hoU his office tor one year, which tor two, and 
which for Oiree years ; and there shall be elected annually, thereafter, one Inspec- 
tor of State Prisons, who shall hold bis office tor three years ; said Inspectors sfaaD 
have the charge and superintendence of the Stale Prisons, and shall appohit all 
the officers therein. All vacancies m the office of such Inspector, shall he flUed 

Sm. 5. The Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the Assembly, Secretary of 
State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney General, and Slate Enghieer and Surveyor, 
shall he the Commissioners of the land Office. 

The Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of Slate, ComptroLer, Treasurer, and At- 
torney (Jeneral, shall be the Commissioners of the canal Ihnd. 

The Canal Board shall consist of the Conunissloners of the canal fund, the 
Slate Enghjeer and Surveyor, and the Canal Conimisaloners, 

oflicers in this Article mentioned, shall be such as now are or hereafter may be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 7, The Treasurer may be suspended from office by the Governor, during 
the recess of the Legislature, and until thirty flays after the commencement of 
Ihe next session of the Legislature, whenever it shall appear to bun that such 
Treaaurer has, in any particular, violated his duly. The Goverwtt shall appoint 
a competent person to discharge the duties of toe office, during such suspension 
of the Treasurer. 

Sa. 8. An offices for the weigbuig, guagUig, roeasuruiB, culling or inspecting 
any merdiandiie, produce, manuificlure or commodity, whatever, arc hereby 
abolished, and no such office shall hereafter bo created by law ; but nolbing hi 
Ibis section conl^ned, shall abr(«att any office crsated for the purpose of pro- 
lecUng the pubUc health or the interests of the Slate in its property, revenue, 
tolls, or purchases, or of supplyhig the people with correct standards of weights 
and measursi!, or shall prevent the creation of any office tor such purposes here- 



Sec. 1, The Assembly shall have the power of imp 
the majorilj of all the members elected. The court f 
ments, shall be composed of the President of the Senate 
part of them, and the Judges of the court of appeals, m 
On the trial of an hnpeachment against the Governor, 
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of the merabefs present. Juagraenl tn cases of impBBCbmem sball nol exlend 
fiirther ihan lo removal tVom offlce, or remoral from office nnd aiBqualifieBiion 
to hold and enjoy any office of donor, ttuat ot profit under this Slate ; Imt tl» 
parly Impeachea eball ba liable to indictment, and puniahmert acootafng to law. 

Sec. 3. There ehaU be a Court of Appeals, composed of elgbt judges, of wboiu 
tbur Shan be elected by the electors of the Stalfl for eight years, aafl four selected 
ftom the clasa of Juelicea of the Supreme Court having the shortest time to serve. 
Provision ahall he made by law, fbr designating one of the number elected, as 
ohlefjudge, and fbr selecting BuchJuaf '" ""- " "- 

tinie, and for so claasililng those electe 

Sec, 3, There shall bo a Supieme Court having general Jurisdiction in law 

Sec. 4. The Slate shaU be dividefl uilo eight iudioial diatricts, of which the 
ei^ of New York shall be one; the otherelo be-bounded by county hnes and to 
be compact and equal in population as nearly as may be. There ahall be four 
JuBticea of the Supreme Court in each dlscrict. and as many more in the dietricG 
composed ot the ci^ of New York, DB may fmm tuna to time be autlHirized by 



utof office ai 
piration of their terms under such daasil 
eight yesra. 

Sec 5. The Legislature EhBll have ( 
Juriedictfon and proceedings in law and ei 



a Judge ofthecourtof Bppea]a,to 
>be held in the eeveisl disnictx. 
>ue of tliB aaid jnadcea so deaign; 



Sso. 8. They ahaU n 
eiiber of them, for any eli 
or judge of the a 



The testimooy in equity cases shall be laken in like manner as in 

. Juallceaof the supreme court and judges of tlie court of appeals, 
moved by concurrent resolution of both Houaea of the Legislature, if 
I of all die members elected to the Assembly, and a majority of all the 
elected to the Senate, concur therein. An judicial officera, except those 
■ "b section, and eicept justices of the peace, and judges and Ju»- 
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tion, iinlees the csuse Iheieot be entered on tbe JouiuaLa. nor unLeffl the pan/ 
Eomplained ot; shall have been served wiih a i»py of Hie complaint ngaiust him, 
and shoii iiave iiad sji opportunity 'of being heard in Jiis delbnce. On the ques- 
tion of removal, the ayos and noes sMU be enrered on the Journals. 

S«. 13. Tiiejudgesofthecoult of appeals shall be elected by the electors of 
the stale, and the Justices or the supreme coun by tbe electors of the seieral judi- 
ciiU diBtticla. u such times as may be ptescribed by law. 

Sec. 13. In case the office of any judge of the court of siipeals, or juBtioe of 
Uie suiiceine court, ^laU become lacant before tlie eipiration ot the regular leim 
for which he was elected, the vacancy n^j be filled by appointment by the Gov- 
ernor, until it shall be supplied attbeneit general election of Judges, when it shall 
be eued by election Ibr the residue of tbe unexpired term. 

Sec H. There shall lie elected in each of the counties of this slate, elcept 
Ihe city and county of New York, one county judge, who shall hold hia office for 
Ibur years. He shall hold the county court, and perforni the duties of IlK oflica 
of surrogate. The county court shall have such jurisdiction in cases arising In 
justices courts, and in special cases, as the Legislature may prescribe ; but shall 
have no or^iBl civil Jurladfction, eicept in such fqjeciBl cases. 

The couiity judge, with 'wo justices of the peace to he designated according to 
law, may hold courts of sessions, with such criminal Jurisdiction as the Legisla- 
ture shall prescribe, and perform such other duties as may be required by law. 

be paid a pet diem allowance out of the county treasury. 

In counties having a population exceeding forty thousand, the Legislature may 
provide ibr the election of a separate officer (o perform the duties of Ihe office oC 
surrogate. 

The legislature may confer equity jurisdiction, in special cases, upon tlie county 
Jujge. 

Inferior local courts, of civil and crimhial jurisdiction, may be established by 
the Legi^ture m cities ; and such courts, except for ihe cities of New York and 
Bul^lo, Shan have an uniform organization and jurlsdlcUon in such cities. 

Sec. IS. llie Legislature may. on application of the board of supervisors, pro- 
charge the duties of county judge and of surrogate, in cases of their hiabillty, or of 

See. 10. TheLeglslaturemayreorganl^ the judicial disldcts at the flrst session 
after the tstum of every enumeraUon under this Constitution, in the manner pro- 
vided for hi the ftmrlh section of (his article and at no other time ; and they 

weaae or diminution shall not be more than one district at rniy one time. Bach 
district shall have four Justices of tbe Supreme Court ; but no dimin'utioa of tbe 
districts shall have the effect to remove a judge ftom office. 

Sec. 17. The electors of the several loWDS, shali, at their annual town meeir 
ing, and in such manner as tbe Legislattue may direct, elect justices of the peace, 
whose lenn of office shall be four years. In cats of an election to fill a vacancy 
occurring belOie the expiration of a full term, they shall hold for the residue of (he 
imeipired term. Their number and chisBlflcation may be regulated by law. Jus- 
tices of the peace, and Judges or Justices of Inferior conns not of record, and their 

their defence by such county, city or slate courts, as may he prescribed by kiw, 
fbr causes to be aaslgned in the order of removal. 
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fi)[ ilie Court of Appcala, lo tie ex officio cletk ofUia Supreme Court, and to kei 
his office at the leat of government, stiall be ciiDten by the electors of the Slatt 
be staaU hold bis office for tbree yeats, and bis compensEition ahali be fixed by la' 
and paid out of the pubbc Treasury. 

Sec, SO. No judicial olficar, eicept jiielices of the peace, aball receive lo b 
own use, any ffiee 0( perquisites of office. 

Sk. 31. Tbe Legislature may aulboriM tbe Judginents, decrees and decisioi 
ofany local inferior oounof record of original civil jurisdiction, astaljUsbed bi 
city, to be removed for review directly bito the Court of Appeals. 

Sec. sa. Tbe Legislature shall provide fortbeapeedy publication of all statu 
laws, and of such judicial decisions aa it may deem oipedienl. And all laws ai 

Sec. S3. Tribunals of conciliation may be established, wMl such powers ai 

render judgment to be obbgatory on the parlies, eicept ihoy voluntarily subn 
their matters in diiferenca airf agree to abide ths judgment, ot assent tlierelo, 
thepteeenceofauoh tribuiml, in such cases as shan be prescribed by law. 

S«. 34. The Legislature at Its ilrst session after (he adoption of this Cons 
tuUon, shall provide for the appohitment of three oomniissionera, whose duty 
shall be to revise, refoitn, Bimplily and abridge the rules and practice, pleadin) 
tbrms and proceedings of the courts of record of this slate, and lo report there 
to the Legislature, suyeci to their adopUon and ni '" " "' ' " 

Sec. 25. The Legislarare. -■ '- ■^— '— ' 



BB pending in the Court for the Correction of Errors, and for 
of error and appeals lo the Court of Appeals, from Uie judg- 
(he present Court of Chancery and Supreme Court, and of 



Sec. 1. After paybig the expenses of colleclion, superintendence and ordinary 
repairs, there shall he appropriated and set apart In each fiscal year, out of the 
revenues of the stole canals, conmienciog on the first day of June, one thousand 
Bight hundred and fbrty-sli, the sum ot one million and three hundred tliousand 
dollara, until the fliet day of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-flve, and 
from that ihne, the sum of one million and seven hundred thousand dollars hi each 
fiscal year, as a elnklng fund, to pay tbe Interest and redeem the principal of thai 
pate of the Male debt c^led tbe canal debt, as it existed ai the time fliet afbtesaid, 

Bballliewhc^paid; and the principal and income of the said einlting IVind shall 
be sacredly apjflled to thai purpose. 

Sec 3. Alter eompiyhig wUh the provisions of the Oral section of this article, 
there diall be appropriated and set apari out of the eurplua revenues of ibe state 
canals, in each fiscal year, commencliiE on the first day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fbrly-sii, ilie sum of three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
until the tune when a sufficient sum shall have been appropriated and set apart, 
under the sEiid first section, to pay the intetest and extinguish ilie entire principal 
of the cand debt ; and after that period, then the sum of one million and five hun- 
dred thousand dollats In each fiscal year, ss a inking fund, to pay the interest and 
redeem the plincipal' of that part of the slate debt called the Genera! Fund debt, 
including the debt for loans of the state credit to railroad companies which have 



loaned to incorporated companies which have hitherto paid the interest thereon, 
whenever and as fer as any part thereof may become a charge on the Treasury 
or General Fund, until the same shall be wholly paid ; and the principal and in- 
come of the said lost mentioned sinking flind shall be sacredly apphed lo the pur- 
pose aforesaid ; and If the payment of any port of the moneys to the said sinking 
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fiind shall at Bn? lime be deferied, by reason of Uie priority recogniied in the Bret 

tHen cuTcent lale, slBll be paid to tlie lasl mentioned sinking fund, as soon as it 
can be done consistently wit^ tlie Just riglits of tbe crsflilors holding said canal 
debt 

there shaH be paid out of the surplus revenues of Ide canals, to the Treasury of 
the State, on or before the thirtieth day of September, in each year, tbr the us« 
and benefll of the General FimiS, such sum, not ejiceeding two hundred tftouaand 
dollars, ti8 may be required to deiVay the necessary expenses of [he stare ; and the 
remainder of the rerenusa of the said canals shall, in each fiscal year, be applied, 
In such manner as the Legislature shall direct, to Ihe completion of the Erie Ca- 
nal enlargement, ana the Genesee Valley and Black BlVEr canals, until the mid 
canals shall be completed- 

tuLion» the revenues of the state, unappropriated by tliis article, sliall not be sulfl- 
cienl to deftay the neoesrary eipenses of the govenunene, without continuing ot 
laying a direct ta£, the Legislature may, at its discretion, supply tiie deficiency, in 
whole or in part, tVom lite surplus revenues of the canals, af^r complying with 
the provisions of the first two sections of this article, fBr paying the interest and 
eitiuguishii^ the principal of the Canal and General Fund debt ; hut the sum thus 
appropriated fh>m the surplus revenues of tfie canals shall not exceed annually 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, indudiiig the sum of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, provided for by this sectton for the expenses of the government, until 
the Genera! Fund debt shall be eiiioguiahed, or until the Erie Oanai Bdargement 
and Genesee Valley and Black River Canals sliall ^c completed, and after that 

dred and seventy-two thousand five hundred dollars, or so much thereof as shall 
be' necessary, may he annually appropriated to defray the cxpeiises of the govem- 



such claims shall be set apart and applied as part of the 
ly condition of any release or compromise heretofore roafia 



If the smkmg funds, oi 



e, on tlie credit of such (a 
lies, so increase tharevenuei 



rent, be repaid into the Treasury, fbr the use of the stale, out of the canal reve- 
nues, as soon as il can be done consistenlly with the just rigMs of the creditors 
hokling the aiid canal debt 

S«. e. The Legislature SbBU not sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any of the 
canals of the state; but they shall remain the pmpertyof the alale and under its 
joanagemant, forever. 

S«. v. The Leglalauue shaH never sell or dispose of the salt sprmgs, belong- 
ing (o this state. The lands contiguous thereto and which may bo necessary and 
convenient ibrthe ufs of the sail sprii^s, may be told by authority of law. and 
under the direction of tbe commissioners of the land office, for the purpose of in- 
vesting the moneys arising (herefrom in other lands alike convenient ; but b; 
such sale and purchase the aggregate quantity of these lands shall not be dimin- 
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funds, t}i any Df tbe funds under Els munsgenLent, t^xcept in puiiEuance of an 
'prtaLlou by law ; nor unteBS such payment be made witbjn two yesTB next 
Ihe paseage of sucb appropriation act ; and overy ancb law, making a new 
DtiDuing HI reviving on sppiopriation, diaU distinctly speclty 
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,e money arisi^ 
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contraotinB of sucb . 
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Sec. IS. Except tbe debts speciAed in tbe tentb and eleventb seclions of this 
attioJe, no deM shall be hereafter contracted by or on behalf of Uiis state, unless 

tinctly specified IhMein ; and sncji law shall impose and provide for tbe collection 
of a direct aimnal tax to pay, and aulllcient to pay the Interest on such debt ae il 
iblls due, and also to pay atid discbarge tbe principal of sucb debt witbiu eighteen 
yeaiE fiom the time of the contracting thereof. 

No such law sbali late eSbcI until it shaii, at a general election, bave been sub- 
mitted lo the people, and bave received a majority of ail ibe votes cast for and 

Bhsli be taken by ayes and noea, 10 be duly entered on the joutnais iheteot and 
shall be : " Shall this bill pass, and ought the same to receive tbe sanction of tha 

The Legislature may at any time, after the approval of such law by the people, 

may at any time, by law. forbid the contractile of any further debt o( liabibiy 

Uability which may have been contracted, in pursuance of such law, shall remain 
in fbrce and bG irrepealable, and be anniuUy coilected. uutH tbe proceeds thereof 
Shan have made lbs provision herein before speoifiefl to pay and discbaige tbe fn- 
lersst and principal of such debt and liability. 

be applied to the work or object specified m the act authorizing such dsbt or ha- 
bility, or for tbe repaynunt of such debt or llabDity, and for no other purpose 

No such law shall be submitted to be voted on, within three months after its 

Lies or revives a tax, shall distinctly 
I applied ; Slid It shall not be sufB- 

Sec- 14. On tbe final passage, in either bouse of ttie Legisiature. of every act 

continuesorrsvivesany appiopriaflonofpublic or trust-money or property, or re- 
leases, dlEchatges, or commutes any claim or demand of the' state, the question 

Ibieo-fifibs of all the members elected In either house, shall, in all such cases, b« 
necessary to constitute a quorum therein. 
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See- 1. GorporatlDna may I 
crealfid by epecial act.eicept tot muni 
judgment of Uie Legisbtute, Ibe o^ect; 

tlon, may be altered from time to lime, or repealed. 

Sec 2, Dues {torn cotporaUona BhaU be BGCuredbyBuch Individual bability of 
Ule corporators, and oUier means, as may be piescribed by law. 

See, 3. The term corporations, as used in this article, sh^l lie conelrued to in- 
clude all associations and joint-Uocta companies havb^ any of Ibe powers or 
ptiyilegflB of corpotationa not poaseaaed by individuals or parlnerahipa. And all 
eorpmationa shall have the right to aue, and shall be sul^ect to be eued, in all courts 
iB like eases as nsluial prisons. 

Sec. 4. Tlie Legtsbtiire, shall have no power to pass any act granting any 
fecial chaMer for banking purposes ; but corporations or asHociations may be 
fbrmed fbr such purposes under general laws. 

Sec S. The Legislature shall have no power to pass any law sanctioning in 
any manner, directly or indireclJy, the suspension of specie paymenls, by any pet- 
son, association or corporation issuing bank notes of any description. 

SSc. 6, The Legislature shall provide by law fOr the registty of all billi oi 

Uie tedemption of the rame in specie. 

Sec. 7. The stockholders in every cotporation and joint-stock association fbi 
banking putposea, issuing bank notes or any kind of naper credits to olrculale as 
money, after tlie 6iBt day of January, 
Ije individually responsible to the am 
stock in my such CMpoiation or assoo 
Uud. coDUacled after (he said first day 



Sec 9. ItsbanbelhedntyoftheLegiElatute ic 
of cities and incorporated viL^es, and to restrict tl 
ment, borrowing money, ccnuacting debts and loa 



See, 1. The capita of the Common School Fund ; the capital of the Literature 
Fund, and tie capital oftlieCrniledStaiesIiepoBli Fund, shall be respectively pre- 
served inviolate. The revenue of the said Ckimuion School Fund sball be applied 
to the support of common schools; the revenues of the said Literature Fund shall 
be apphed to the support of academies, and the smn of Iwenly-flve thousand dol- 



Sec 1. SberiK, clerks of counties, including the register and clerk of the city 
and county of New York, ooronere, and district attorneys, shall be chosen, by the 
elsotois of the reEpeetive counties, once In every three years, and as often as vacan- 
cies shall happen. Sheriffs shall hold no other office, and be tneUglble for the neit 
three years after tlie teiminaiioii of their offices. They may be required by law. 
to lenew their security, froni time to time ; and in default of giving such new 
security, their offices shall be deemed vacant. But the county shall never be made 
tesponslble for the acts of the sberiff. 

term tor which he shall have been elected ; giving to such officer a copy of the 
charges a^ainQt him, and an opportunity of being heard In his defence. 
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iy tblB ConBtlHition, ahall be elecled by the sleclora of the respective coanCieB, or 
appointed by tbe bcjatds of supetvlsats, or olhH county autbotltiea, as the LegiEta- 
lure shall direct. Ail city, tnwa and village office™, whose election or appoint- 
ment is not provided for by tbia ConsUtution, shall be elected by tbe electore, of 
sneh cities, towns and villages, or of some division theienf, or appoiuled by sach 
auiliorilieB thereof, as ihe Legislature shall designate for that purpose. All other 

alloSiCBis whose offieeamaj hereafter becreated by law. shaM he elected by Ae 
people, or appointed, aa the LegiBlatute m^ direct. 

Sec 3. When the duiation of any offlee, is not provided by this Constituiion, it 
may be declared by law, and If not so doobfed, such office shall bo held, fluring the 
pleasure of tha authority making Ihe appointment. 

bylaw. * 

Sec. 5. The LegtsJatuie shall provide for filling vaoanoiea in office, and in case 

virtue of such appointment longer than ihe commencement of the political year 
next succeeding the first annual election after the happening of the vacancy- 
Sac. 8. The political year and legislativs term, sh^ beghi on the first day of 
January ; and the Legialaoire shall every year assemble on the first Tuesday in 
January, unless a different day shall be appointed hy law. 

Sec. 7. Provision shall be ipade by law fbr tlie removal, tor misconduct or mal- 
versation in office, of all officers (except judicial) whose powers and duties are not 
local or legialalive, and who shall be elected at general elections, and also tbr sup- 
plying vacancies created by such removal. 
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See. 3. The 








1. and with the consent of 




appohit. 


all major 


generals, 


and til 




aary general Tlie adjutant 






deiS of staff depar 






alds-de-camp of the commander-in-chief 


diallbe 


appointed hy the 


Governor, and 




.ire with the 



shall bold his olfice for two years. Re shall give security Ibr the fHithful eiecu- 



See. S. The uimuiissioned oificers of the militia shall be commissioned by the 
Governor.: and no commissioned officer shall he lemoved from office, uniese by 
the Senate on the recommendation of the Governor, slating the grounds on which 

law. The present officers of the militia sbaU hold Iheu- cconmissions subfect to 
rsmoval, as befoie provided. 
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Sec 1. Memlwrg of the Legislature and aH oStaere, executive and j 

on \be duties of tlwir respective offices, take and subscribe the following 
afliimatian:— 

" I do solemnly sweat (or affirm, as Ibe case ma; be) tbat I will supi 
Constitution of tSe Uniled Slalss, and the Constitution of the Hlale of Ke« 
and thai I will felthltilly diechai^ the duties of the office of ac 

to the b^t of tny abiHty.^' 

And no other osUi, dsclaratlon, or lest shall lie rcquhed as a qnalifiCBtion 



amendments (ball be entered on Theh jouraals, with the yeas and nays L-iken thei 
on, and referred to the Legislolure lo be chosen at the neit general election 
Benators. and shall be publislied tor three months precious to the tune of makii 
such choice, and if in the Lcgialoture so nest chosen, afbresatd, such ptopos 
amendment or amendments, shall be agreed lo, by a majority of nil the membe 
elected to each house, then it shall be the dutj' of the Legislature to submit su< 
proposed amendment or smendmenls lo lbs people, in such manner and at sm 
time as the Legislature shall prescribe ; and if the peopte shall approve and rati 
such amendment or amendments, by a majority of the electors quahiied lo vole 1 
members of Ihe Legislature, voting thereon, such amendment or amendments sh 
lieoome part of the constitution. 

Sec. U, At the general election to be held in the year eighteen hundred snd si jl 
six, and hi each iwenllelh year thereaiter, and al90 at such lime as the Legislati 
may by lam provide, the question, " Shall there be a Convention 10 revis* the Cc 

fbr msmbers of the Legistature ; and in case a m^ority of Ihe electors so quallBi 
vothigal such election, shall decide hi avorofaConpenlion for auchpuipoae, ! 
Legislature at Us next session, shall provide by law for the election of delegates 



Src. 1. The first election ofScnators ana Members of Assembly, pursuant to 

first Monday of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven. 

The Senators and Members of ABsembly who may be In oflice on the firM day of 
January, one Ihousand eight hundred and forty-Mven, shall hold their offices untd 
andinohiding the Ihiity-flrst day of December following, and no longer. 

Sec. 3. The first election of Governor, and Lleulensnl-Governor under (his 
Constitution, shall be held on the Tuesday sncceefltng the first Monday of Novem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and torty-eight ; and the Govenmr and Lieutenant- 
OovemorinolScfl when this Constitution shall takeefiect, ^lall bold their respec^ 
fve officesiintil and hicludlng the tbirly-firsl day of December of that year. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of State, Coniptrollet. Treasurer, Altorney General, 
District Attorney, Surveyor General, Canal Commissioners, and Inspeolors of State 
Prisons, In office when this Constitution shall talie effect, shall hold their respecUve 
offices uniQ and including the thitty-flrsi day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and fbitr-seven, and no longer. 

Sec. 4. Thelitst election of judges and clerkof the Couitof Appeals.Justloes 
ofthe Supreme Court, and county judges, shall take place at inch time between 
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eight hundred 8od forty-eight. 

















le first Monday of Jnly, one thousand eight hundred and fo 

court and eourtofebancery, and an suitB and proceedings originally eommenced 
and then pending in any court of common pleas, (except in the city and county of 
New Yotk,) ^d heeome vested In the supreme court liereby established, Pto- 
oeedingB pending in coniJe of common pleas, and hi suits originally commenced in 
Jualices courts, shall be [ransferred W the county courts provided for ui this Conati- 
lutioa. in such manner and Ibnn, and under such regulation as stian be provided 
by law. The courts of ojar and terminer hereSy ealsbllahed, thai!, hi their re- 
spective comities, have jurisdiction, on and after the day last mentioned, of all 
ilidictments and proceedings then pending in the present courts of oyer and teriut- 

of general sessions of the peace, except hi tiie city of New York, and except in 
cases of which Ihe courts of seaaione hereby established, may lawfolly lake co^- 
zance ; and of such iodicljDenis and pioceedings as the courts of sessions hereby 
established, shall have junsdictlon, on andafler the day last mentioned. 

Sec. ». The chancellor and the present supreme court shall, respectively, have 
power to heat and determine any of such suits and proceedings ready on the first 
Mondayof Jnly, one thousand elghthundred and forty-tsven. for hearing or decis- 
ion, and shall, for Iheir services therein, be enttOed to theh present rales of com- 
pensation, until the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, or 

tete in chancery may continue to eietclse the functions of their office, in the court 

bis ofiice, under the piovisiona of this Constitution. 

And the Supreme Court hereby established, shall also have power to hear and 
determine such of said suits and proceedings as may be prescribed by law. 



court, Elected under this 

i. The offices of chancellor, justice of the existing supreme court, circuit 
junge, vice-chancellor, aasislant vice-chancellor. Judge of the enlatlng county courts 

chancery, and sunogale, (ejtcept as herein othenvfse provided.) are abolished fi-om 
and after the first Monday of July, one thousand eight hundred and tbny-seven. 
(1847.) 

Sec. 9. The Chancellor, the justices of the present supreme court, and the 
tircuit Judges, are hereby declared to be severally eligible to any olfice at the firsi 
election under this Constitution. 

Ste. 10. SheriH^ clerks of counties, (Includh^ the register and clerk of the 
city and county of New York,) and Justices of the peace, and coroners, hi office, 
when this ConsUtutkm shall take effect, shall hold their respective offices untU the 
GTfpIratlohofthetermfor which they were respectively elected. 

Sec. 11. Judicial ofiicere in office when this Constitucion Shalt take etibci, may 

law, until the firsidoy of July, one thousand eight hundred and fiirty-aeven, not 
Constitution. 
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pteseni powecsand jurisdictiona ; and tbe Judges of such amiU, and any clerks 
thereofin office aatliearsKlay of January, one thousand algm hundred and focly- 

Uie Legielatuie shall olhecwise du^ct 

January, one thousand e^ht hundred and £>rty-Beven, etcept as herein otherwise 

Done In convention, at the oapitol, in the city of Albany, the ninth day of Octo- 
ber, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fbrty-sii, and of the independence 
of tJia Dnlted Slates of America, Ihe Bevenly-first. 



GOVERNMENT 

OP COUNTIES, TOWNS, CITIES AND VILLAGES, 

Each town elects, annually, a supervisor, a tx)wn clerk, three or 
five assessors, a collector, two overseers of the poor, a town superin- 
tendent of common schools, not more than live constables, one sealer 
of weiehta and measures, as many overseers of highways as there ate 
road districts in the town, and as many pound masters as the electors 
may deem necessary. 

The supervisors of the different towns of the county, thus elected, 
constitute a board, which meets annually for business, and holds spe- 
cial meetings when necessary. They are authorised to receive, ex- 
amine, and adjust all accounts against the county, or the several 
towns, raise money to defray them, make orders concerning the cor- 
porate property of the county, elect the county superintendent of 
common schools, &c. 

The other officers of the counties are, the treasurer, county clerk, 
sheriff, coroner, district attorney, county superintendent of common 
schools, county sealer of weights and measures, road cornmissioners, 
inspectors, &c. By the provisions of the new constitution, most of 
these officers are chosen for three years. 

The cities are governed by a mayor, recorder, and common council, 
The latter is composed of one alderman, and one assistant alderman, 
for each ward of the city. These officers have judicial powers con- 
ferred on them, in offences not punishable with death. They also 
perform the duties of supervisors in their respective cities. 

There are nine cities in the state ; viz.. New York, Albany, Tmy, 
Hudson, Schenectady, Ulaca, Buffalo, Rochester, and Brooklyn. 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

Origik ANB Histohy of the Common Schooi. System. 
Though lesa zealous in the cause of pripular edacation than ths 
early settlerg of New England, yet, ere the forests had been felled, or 
the Indian wai-whoop ceased to be heard, in the neighborhood of the 
white settlements, the sturdy Hollanders began to provide foe the 
education of their children. 

In 1633, Adam Roelandsen, the Ural schoolmaster of New Amater- 
dam, an'ived in that city. In 1643, the Patroon, Van Rensselaer, 
sent over a schoolmaster for his " colonie." 

The first classical school, or academy, waa established in New 
York city, the teacher beii^ sent oat Irom Holland, by the Dutch 
West India Company. In all the Dutch settlements, provision was 
early made (or schools. 

In 1687j a Latin school was opened in the city of New York, under 
the sanction of the English government. In nOQ, the lirst legisla- 
tive action, relative to education, occurred. This act provided for 
the establishment of a grammar school, and appropriated £50 per 
annum, for seven years. Tor the support of a tcacner. 

Another act was passed, in 1733, to encourage a public school, in- 
the city and county of New York, for teaching Latin, Greek and 
Mathematics. 

Under this act a free school was establ^hed, and endowed witli 
£40 ayear, for five years; and ten scholars were to be sent from 
New York, two from Albany, and one from each of the other coun- 
ties, maUiog twenty in all. This school was the germ of Columhia 
college. 

In 1143, Bev, Mr. Dunlap, of Cherry Valley, Otsego county, estab- 
lished the first grammar school in the state, west of Albany. Be- 
tween 1746 and 1756, several a£ts were passed, authorizing the raising 
of moneys, by lottery, for founding a college in New York, and, in 
1754, King's college was chartered. 

Af^rtlie establishment of the state government, the interest of the 
people was again awakened to the necessity of popular education. 
On the 1st of May, 1784, an act was passed, changing the name of 
King's college to Columbia college, and establishing the board of re- 
gents of the university of New York. 

In 1789, lands were specially set apart, in the several new town- 
ships, for the promotion of literature, and the support of common 
schools. The proceeds of certain lands were also appropriated, in 
1790, by the regents, to the institutions under their care. Their in- 
come, arising from this source, in 1792, waa increased by the grant 
of £1500 per annum, for five years. 

In 1793, the regents, in their report, suggested the importance of 
establishing schools in various parts of the state, for instructing chil- 
dren in the lower branches of education. These suggestions were 
renewed for the two years following, and in 1795, a common school 
system was established. 

In 1795, JtSOjOOO annually, for five years, was appropriated from 
the public revenues, for encout^ing and maintaining schools, in the 
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varioua cities and towns, to be expended much ss the public moneys 
for schools are at the present day. 

In laoi, an act was passed, authoriiting the eslablishment of four 
lotteries, to laise (he sum of $35,000 each, one half to be paid to the 
regents of the university, and the other to the state treasury, to be 
applied for (he use of common schools. This was the founJation of 
the literature and common school fund. 

In 1805, the nett proceeds of 500,000 acres of the pubUc lands, 
and 3000 shares of bank stock, were appropriated as a fund for the 
use of common schools, to accumulate till the interest should amount 
to $50,000 per annum, ailer which, the interest was to be distributed, 
as the legislature should direct. 

In 1811, preparatory measures were taken to organize the school 
syBtem, and in 1813, an act was passed for that purpose. Gideon 
Hawley, Esq., was appointed superintendent of common schools, in 
1813. From 1819 to 1837, farther appropriations of lands, stocks, and 
money, for the increase of the school fund, ware made ; and}tlOO,000 
ordered to be annually distributed, while an equal sum should be 
raised by tax. 

In 1336, the sum of ^165,000 pec year, from the annual revenue of 
the United States deposit fund, was added to the amount previously 
distributed. Of this amount, JfSS.OOO was to be expended yearly, 
in the purchase of suitable hooka for district libraries. During this 
year, the common school system was reorganiaed, and, with the ex- 
ception of a few amendments, assumed its present form. 
Present Conditiob of Commom Schools. 
Funds, By a provision of the constitution, the proceeds of all 
lands belonging to the state, with the esception of such as may be 
reserved for public use, or ceded to the United States, together with 
the fund known as the common school fund, are declare<l to consti- 
tute " a perpetual fund, the interest of which shall be inviolably ap- 
propriated, and applied to the support of common schools, throughout 
the state," 

Of these state lands, as yet unsold, there remain about 390,000 
acres, lying mostly in the northern part of the state, and valued at 
about Jil 75,000. These constitute the unproductive portion of the 
school fund. 

The productioe capital of the fund amounts to upwards of two 
millions of dollars, and consists of bonds, morl^ages, bank and stale 
stoclts, and money in the treasury, and yields a sufficient revenue to 
admit of the annual appropriation, and distribution of $110,000 among 
the several school districts. 

An equal amount, via: $110,000, was, by an act passed in 1838, 
devoted to .the same purpose, from the United States deposit fund. 
An additional sum of $i5S,000, was also granted for the purchase of 
district libraries ; by an act passed in 1843, this may be expended, 
under certain restrictions, for maps, globes, and other school appara- 
tus. The whole sum appropriated, beside the above Sf55,00O, is 
$320,000, which is applied lo the payment of teachers' wages. 

The year succeedii^ any enumeration of the inhabitants, state or 
national, an apportionment of this sum is made out, among the sev- 
eral counties, towns, and wards, according to their population, and 
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the money paid over to the treasurer of each couiity, fov distribution. 
A certified copy of the apportionment is then forwarded to each of 
the county clerks, to be laid before the board of supervisora, who are 
required to raiiie, annually, by taxation, a sum equal to that thaa re- 
ceived. They may also raise any additional amount, not exceeding 
twice the amount of tlie apportionment, vuhich the electors of any 
town may vote to raise, for school purposes. The amounts thus 
raised are to be paid over to the town superintendents, for distribu- 
tion amone the districts. 

In additjoh to these slims, man^ of the towns annually receive in- 
comes from local funds, arising either from the sale of school lots, 
reserved in laying out new townships, in 1789, or from bequests, &c. 
In most of the large cities, large adilitional amounts are also raised, 
under special acta, providing for the organization and support of com- 
mon schools. 

The ^regate amount of funds applicable to school purposes, may 
be stated as follows. 

Apportioned from state funds .... $215,000 
Equal amount raised by taxation .... 275,000 
Sums raised by voluntary vote of towns - - - 20,000 

Sums raised under special acts in cities - - - 200,000 
Local funds 20,000 

5 790 ,000 

Amount raised on rate bills $450,000 

Total amount annually raised, from all sources, 

for common schools 11,340,000 

This is exclusive of the large amount invested in school houses, 
Cotniture, fuel, apparatus, text books, fcc. 

Bistricta and their ojffieers. The entire territory of the state has 
been divided into about 11,000 school districls, each averaging nearly 
four square miles. The voters of each district choose three trustees, 
of whom one .holds his office for one year, one for two, and one for 
three years, a district clerk, collector and librarian, who hold their 
office one year each. 

Touia Superintendents. The town superintendents of common 
schools' are annually elected, by the people of each of the towns, at 
their annual town meetings, and have the general supervision of the 
common schools in their respective (owns. 

County Siiperirilendentt. The county superintendent is the nest 
officer in the gradation of the system, and is appointed, once in two 
years, by the board of supervisors of each county. Esther they, or 
the state superintendent, may remove him from office, for neglect of 
duty, or misconduct. Each county is required, by law, to have one 
county aoperintenilent, and where the number of diatricla exceeds 
150, twotoaybe appointed. 

These officers are chained with the general EUpervision of the 
schools of the county, or of that section of the county, for which they 
are appointed. Their compensation may not exceed $500 a year; 
one half of which is paid by the county, and the other half by the 
state, out of the annual surplus of the common school fund. 

Within a few years past, the county superintendents, in addition 
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to their duties specified by law, have called periodical meetings of 
the town superintendents, teachers, oiiBcers and inhabitants o£ dis- 
tricts, for the parpose of mutaal consultation, and the improvement 
of the condition of the schools ; they hare organized and held teach- 
ers' institutes, in the spring and autumn, for the purpose of prepar- 
ing the teachers for the more efBcient discharge of their duties. 

in conjunction with the town superinlendenla, they select the 
pupils, whicli the county is entitled to send to the state normal 
school ; and deliver familiar lectures on topics connected with public 
school education, in each district, during their several visitations. 

They also meet ajinually, in convention, for the purpose of tnutusl 
consultation with each other, with the head of the department, and 
with the friends of education, from this, and other states. 

State SuperinlendenI, The secretary of state is, by virtue of his 
office, superintendent of common schools. He maintains a corres- 
pondence with all the subordinate officers, and has a general over- 
sight over the whole. To him are referred, for final decision, all 
quefltions arising, relative to the common school laws, on appeal from 
the decisions of the county superintendents. 

He is required to report, annually, to the legislature, the condition 
of the schools in the several counties, and to do all in his power to 
promote l;he interests, and extend the benefits, of popular education 
throughout the state. He appoints one of the clerks of the state de- 
partment, as his deputy, who aids him in the discharge of hjs duties, 
and who, in case of his absence, or the vacating of the office, becomes 
acting superintendent. 

For afall exposition of the duties of all the offlcera of the common 
school system, reference may he. had to the common school law, a 
copy of which may be found in each district. 

Slatistici of the Cmrmitm Sc/ioolt. From the last annual report of 
the state superintendent, made to (he legislature, in January, 1846, 
we gather the following statistics ; 

Whole number of children between the ages of live and eixtean. ju 
Whole number.'of m a 



;ea, under inBtmclion the wholi 


i or a part 


•r 


: of children between the ages 
15, 18 more than - - - 
, of children of aU ages, receivi 
inlhE in which echoob have be. 


of live Mfl 


-■ 



Amounl expended ibr diairlol libraries 



number of pupils in attendance at private and select schools in 1845, 5fi.05B 
State Normal School. 
By an act, passed by the legislature of 1844, $0,600 was appropri- 
ated for that year, and $10,000 annually, for five years (hereafter, and 
until otherwise directed by law, for the establishment and support 
of a state normal school, for the instruction and practice of teaciiers 
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1 gchoola, in the scieuce of education, and iu the art of 



teaching. 

This institution is located in the city of Albany, and placed under 
tha direction of the state superintendent of common schools, and thp 
r^enlB of the university. This board appoint an executive commit- 
tee, of five persons, of whom the state superintendent is one, ex offi- 
irio, to superintend the general interests of tbo school, to carry into 
effect the lavfs enacted Tor its regulation, and to report to the board 
annually. 

By the regulatiotis of the executiva committee, superintendent, 
and board of regents, each county of the state ia entitled to a number 
of pupils equal to double its representation in the house of assembly, 
making in all 256 pupils; to be selected by the county and town su- 
perintendents. No charge for instruction or for books is made; and 
each pupil receives a sum suiEcient, on a liberal estimate, to defray 
his or her traveling expenses, to and ftom the institution. 

The board of instruction conaista of a principal, a professor of 
mathematics, a teacher of vocal music, one of drawling, and six sub- 
ordinate teachers, in the various branches, deemed requisite to the 
complete preparation of teachers of common schools. 

Connected with the institution are two experimental ichools, com- 
posed of fifty children each, between the ages of five andaistean, and 
under tha general supervision of a teacher, specially appointed for 
this purpose. Into these, the more advanced pupils of the normal 
school pass, in succession, for a period of three or four weeks each, 
to test their practical abilities, as educators, before their final grad- 

No definite term of instruction is prescribed. Each papil is re- 
quired to complete a specified course of studies, to the full satisfac 
tion of the principal and board of instructors, by whom, and the ex- 
ecutive committee, diplomas, setting forth that fact, ai'e conferred, 
semi-annually, in the months of March and Seplemher. 

The institution is furnished with a large and well selected library, 
and all thescientifio apparatus requisite to a full and thorough course 
of instruction, in the various branches nf a sound, English education. 
The number of students, of both sexes, in I34rt, exceeded two 
hundred. 



schools are divided into three classes, viz: 1st, Public and Primary 
schools, under the care of the public school societ;y ; ad, Ward 
schools, under the management of the commissioners, inspectors and 
trustees of the respective wards; 3d, Corporate schools, conducted 
by ofBcers, elected under their respective charters. 

These are all subject to the general supervision of the county su- 
perintendent, and to the inspection and management of the board of 
education, which consists of two commissioners, two inspectors, and 
five tiusleea in each ward. These oiKcers are elected by the people ; 
the commissioners and inspectors hold their offices for two years, 
and the trustees for five years. They all participate in the public 
money, and in that raised by the general and special laws, for school 
purposes. 
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The Public School Society was incorporated by the legiaJalure, in 
1805, and up to the year 1843, had the entire control of all the com- 
mon schools in (he city. They have eighteen poblic, and fifty-four 
primary schools, beside two public and four primary schools for col- 
ored children. In these schools, in 1846, S3,500 children were in- 
Btructed, at a cost, for tuition, of a little more than «73,000. 

There are three normal schools, also, under the control of this 
society, intended for the instruction of the monitors, and junior 
teachers of the schools; these normal schools are held on Saturday 



schools^ a well selected library is attached. 

The ward schools occupy from twenty to twenty-five buildings, 
comprising upwards of fifty schools, and having more than 25,000 
children nnder instruction. There are, beside, thirteen corporate 
schools, mostly connected with benevolent institutions, and embra- 
cing upwards of 2000 scholars. 

The aggregate number of children taught in all the poblic schools, 
during some portion of the year, e:(ceed3 fifty thousand ; and it is 
supposed that about 30,000 more attend the various select schools in 
the city. 

The amount of public money annually expended for common 
schools, is as tallows: 

Apportioned by the state - . - - - f 35,000 00 

An equal amount raised l>y tax - - .- - 35,000 00 

One twentieth of one per cent, on the valuation of 

real and personal property - - - - 114,110 63 

Raised under special acts ----- 8,360 66 



Total $193,971 29 

a, Cilg ofSochesler. The common schools of this city are under 
the control of a hoard of education, consisting of two commissioners 
for each ward, annaally elected by the people of the several wanls, 
and a city superintendent, chosen by them. 

The schools are entirely supported by taxation, no charge being 
made for instruction or text hooks. There are in the city, sixteen 
school Iioases, all substantial buildinp, furnished with ample play 
grounds, and olher conveniences. In these edifiCPS there are be- 
twenn forty and fifty schools, under the care of sisteen male, and 
thirty female teachers, and comprising about 6O00 children, nearly 
all that are of suitable age, residing in the city. 

3. Cilff of Buffalo. The mayor and aldermen of the city are, ex 
effieio, commissioners of common schools; and are required annually to 
appoint o city superintendent. The schools are free, being, as in Ro- 
chester, entirely sustained by taxation. The number of dislricta is 
fifteen, and the schools are under the care of fifteenmale, and thirty- 
six female instructors, having, in attendance, about 1000 children, 

4, City of Hudson. The members of the common council are 
here, also, ex officio, commissioners of common schools. They ap- 
point three soperintendents, who, ti^ether, constitute a boalil of ed- 
ucation for the city. An amount, equal to four times the apportion- 
ment Ctom the state funds, is raised by tax, and the remaining ex- 
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penses ave defrayed by rate bills, againgt those who send to the 

5. City of Brooklyn. Here, too, the common council are, from 
their office, commissioners of common schools ; the general manage- 
ment of which is committed to a board of education, consisting of 
two members from each district appointed by the common council. 
They are divided into three classes, one of which annually goes out 
of ofBee. The schools are free, deriving their support from assesa- 
mentfl on the taxable property of the city. 

8. Ciiy of UtUa. The boarii of Commissioners for common 
schools in this city, consists of six members, two of whom are elect- 
ed annually. They hold their office for three years. The rate bills 
may not exceed $2.00 per term. The remaining suns necessary for 
the support of schools, beyond the state apportionment, ate raised by 

7. City of Schenectady. The Schenectady Lancasterian school 
society has the geneiaL control of public education, in this city and 
receives, and disburses the public money B.pplicable to this purpose. 

S. OUy of Albany. The public schools of this city ate under 
the supervision of a board of commissioners, nine in number, ap- 
pointed by the Mayor, Recorder, and such of the Regents as may re- 
side in the city. The members of this board, bold office for three 
years, one third going out of office each year. 

The schools are not entirely free, the sum raised by tax being only 
twice the amount received from the state ; but the indigent are ex- 
empted from the payment of rate bills; anda certain number of indi- 
gent pupils, v/ho have attended the district schools at least two years, 
ars supported at either o( the academies of the city, or at the state 
normal school. Instruction in vocai music is provided in all the 
schools. The number of school districts is ten, and children in- 
structed about 3000. 

The city of Troy, and the villages of Poiig-AteejMie and IVilliams- 
bwgh, have separate local systems, similar to those above described. 



Regents of the University. These institutions are, by law, placed 
under the supervision, and subject to the visitation of a board, organ- 
ized by the legisiatiire in 1784, under the title of "Regents of^the 
University of the state of New York." This board consists of twen- 
ty-one persons; of this board, the Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor are, ex officio, members, and the others are appointed by the le- 
gislature, and hold office, during its pleasure. 

Its officers are, a Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, Secretary, and 
Treasurer, elected by the board. It is their duty to examine, and re- 
port to the legislature, the modes of education, discipline, number 
of students, course of study, funds, debts, fee., of the institutions un- 
der their charge. 

They are also empowered to fill vacancies in the offices of presi- 
dent OT principal of these institutions; to confer degrees, under cer- 
tain circumstances, above that of Master of Arts; to apportion the 
annual income of the literature fund, among the several senate dis- 
tricts; and to incorporate academies, on compliance with such terms 
as they may prescribe. 
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T/ie Literatwre Ftmd, appropriated to the support of this class of 
institutious, amounta to $S0a,9UO 57, consietiag of state, bank, and 
iosDrance stocks, and money in the tieasury, besides 9625 acres of 
land, ralued at ^300. It yields an annual revenue of about $75,00(1. 

Of this amount, $40,000 is divided amon^ tbe academies of the 
state ; ijfOOOO to the university of the city o( New Yovk ; S^OOO to 
Geneva college, including its medical department; $3000 to Ham- 
ilton college; $1000 to the Albany medical college; $3300 to Gen- 
esee Wesleyan Seminary; $10,000 to the state normal school, and 
the balauce to the puiobass of books and apparatus for the various 
academies, in pursuance of the provisions of an act passed in 1834. 

Uhivernlies and Colleges. There are at present, in this state, 
fonc incorporated universities, viz ; the University of the city of New 
York, oi^anized in 1833; the Madison University, at Hamillon, 
Madison county ; the Rochester University, and the Butfalo Univer- 
sity ; the three latter incorporated in 1846. 

There are also four collegee; Columbia CoUese, in the city of 
New York ; Union College, at Schenectady ; Hamilton College, at 
Clinton, Oneida county, and Geneva college, at Geneva, in Ontario 
county. 

In addition to these, there are five medical schools, viz ; the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in New York city; the Medical 
Depaclment of the University of the city of New York; the Albany 
Medical College; the Medical Department of Geneva College, and 
the Medical Department of the Buffalo University, organized in 1846. 

Academies. There are 119 incorporated academies in the 
state, comprising upwards of 35,000 pupils of both sexes. The 
a^regate value of the land and buildings belonging to these institu- 
tions, exceeds $1,000,000; the value of the libraries belonging tci 
them, $60,000, and of their apparatus, $56,000. The aggregate 
amount paid for tuition, during the year 1845, was over Jf20O,000; 
the number of teachers employed, over 600; and the number of stu- 
dents gratuitously instructed, over 200. 

The branches of study taught, embrace, in addition to those ordi- 
narily pursued in common schools, the higher departments of mathe- 
matics and natural Philosophy, with their various applications to 
practical uses; (be languages, ancient and modern; the phj^sical sci- 
ences ; moral and intellectual philosophy ; histoid in its widest and 
most comprehensive range; natural theoli^; political economy; 
vocal, and occ^ionally, instrumental, music ; drawing, and other ac- 
complishments. 

There are several female academies and seminaries ; among which, 
the Albany Female Academy, and Female Seminary, the Troy, Rut- 
gers, in the city of New York, Poughkeepsie, Amsterdam, Schenec 
tady, Clinton, Utica, Auburn , Ontario at Canandaigua, Batavia, Le Roy, 
Seward, and Rochester Female Seminaries, are the most prominent. 

Theological Seminarief. Of these there are nine, viz: theHam- 
ilton Theological Institution, now forming a department of the Mad- 
ison University, in HaniiUon, Madison county, under the patronage 
of the Baptist denomination, but open, without distinction, to students 
of every religious denomination, designing to prepare themselves for 
the gospel ministry ; the Oneida Conference Seminary, founded by 
the Methodists, and lonated in the village of CazenQvia, Madison 
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county ; Hie Genesee Wealeyan Seminary, at Lima, Livingsfon 
county; Auburn Theological Sam i nary,. (Presbyterian;) the Hartwick 
Theological Seminary, (Lutheran ;) the Theological Seminary of the 
Associate Reformed Church of New York, at Newbui^h, Orange 
county ; the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, located in New York city ; the 
Union Theological Seminary, in the aame city ; and the Raman lllath- 
olic Ecclesiastical Seminary, at Kose Hill, in Westchester county. 
Collegiate Schools. There are seven of these institutions, located 
in different sections of the state. St. John's College, aRoman Cath- 
olic institution, pleasantly situated at Rose Hill, Westchester Co., 
about twelve miles from New York city, numbers 115 pupils ; St. 
Paul's College, St. Thomas' Hall, and St. Ann's Hall, at Flushing, 
Long Islantt, are under the patronage of the Protestant Episcopal de- 
nomination; the latter is specially designed for the education of 
youne ladies; the Poughkeepsie Collegiate School, is located in the 
flourishing village of Fouabkeepsie, and has a high reputation; the 
Black River Literary and Religious Institute, is a well ordered and 
flourishing seminary, situated at Watertown, Jefferson county, and 
averages about 300 pupils ; and the New Brighton Collegiate School, 
situated on the heights, overlooking the village of New Brighton, on 
Staten Island, six miles from New York. 
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GEOGKAPHY AND HISTOKY 



COUNTIES. 



LAND FURCHAaES EBFERBBD TO IN THIS WOEK. 

Ib Uie description of the ssveral counties, references are made to the Man 
Of Beuraelaenvycli, the Livingsloa MsDOt. Ibe Ka^eroBEeisa Patent, ttie Hi 
dBn)iur)!h Patent, Phelps' and Gorham'a Purchase, the Holland Land Coinpan: 
Putchaac the Pulteney eslota, tbs Military Uaot, Bhigham's PurchesB, Mon 

Ths first tftree of theae, ate funy descrlbedin the general historical sketch, a 

The SiB^Biiiirgli PaicHi was Branie 
wsalth, and oomprised the taceet port of iioiawarc miu ouuiv™ 1.01.111.1=0. 

PMpn' and Gnriam's Psrcluise hicluded ths Holland Land Company's purchasi 
the Pulteney eslste, and Vne Morris estate. 

'The htetoTf of this purchase is as fbUows ; 

The second charier of MaasachuseHs, gmnled by '"■"■ •" " — '" 'SBl 



The colony of New York, under the grants mad and 

Albany in 1684, claimed the whole eilent of terrilo] indet 

pntes, and protracted legal proceedings, hut on the i i, the 

controversy was settled, by a convention between :d at 

Hartford, Conn. 

By this convention, Massachusetts oedefl to Kew lum, an ciann lu lue gov^ 
emment, sovereignty, and Jurisdiction, of the lands in ctaitiouerey ; and New 
Yorli granted to Maatacbueetle, the right of pre-emption, (or lirst purchase,) from 
the Indians, luid when so puichaaed, the fee simple of the soil, of all thai pari of 
the slate, Ijing west of a metiilian drawn through Beoeca lake, except, a tract one 
mile wide, alotig the shores ol Lake Erie, and the Niagata rivet; a lenilory now 
compriehig thlrteeo satire counties, and the largw part of Wayne county, and 
oontalning neaHy 8O0,D0U inhabitants. 

On the fliBt of April, 1788, the stale of UassBChusetts conliaotBd to sell to 
rasvet n>Sps and Nathaniel GotlKUo, the light of pre-emption, to the whole of 
this vast IraM, fot the sum of one wiBlon dollars, to he paid hi three equal Instal- 

Onlhe 8th of Jaly, of the same yew. Mesas. I^elps and Gotham made a treaty 
with the Indians in the neighboihood of Canandaigua, by which the Indian title 
was eilitignlBheil to the tract lying east of the Genesee river, and a tract extend- 
ing twelve mileB west of that river, ftom York, in Genesee county, northward 10 
the late. This tract was confirmed to the contractots, by the MaeaachuBetts legls- 
laticre, in Kovemher, 1788. 
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In I'ebruary, 1790, Moasra. Phelps end Gortain, toving paid Sl>fil>,6fl6, on llic 

propoeed U Ihe stale of iiJassBCbuEeiis, to mrrendei lo the state tbe remaining 
porLLon, (o which the Indian dtle miB not estingiilBbed, and should Ha amounc 
Hlresdy t>iircha3od of tlie Indians, prove more than ojic-thltd of the wbole trad, 
to pay for the excess, at Ibe avetage price of the whole. ThU proposition waa 

On the 18th of Norembar, 17B0, Messrs. Phelpa and Gorham sold to Bohert 
Morris,anoftheli tract east ofthe Genesee river, except the portion alteaa? mil) 
to settlers, and two totvnehips reserved to theniselvee. The tract thus sold, con- 
tained 1,2M,000 acres, and Mr. Morris paid Bioul (800.000 for it 

Ths lands surrendered (o tJie stale of Massaclinsetle were eaU lo Baiouel Og- 
den, and by taim to Robert Morr^ wiio eiuhigulshed the Indian title for tbe sum 

" ' " ", originally poichased t^ Messrs. Fheips and Gorhain. 





Erie, 
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Niagara, Chaalauiiue, and Cattaraugus. Tbli 
d Land Company, and tbeir uacl as Ihe Ho 
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land office at Balavia, and sold 
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i-bich 


remained unsold, were, after a 
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far tae larger part, are now ow 


nedbytheinh 


labitf 








purchased of Phelps and Gorhai 


a. by Mr. Morr 


■iB,W 


■as sold by him, to 


SirWi 


lllam' 


Fulieney, and hence called the Fulteney estate 




comprised nearly 


oU of Steuben, Yates, ami Ontario counties. 


the east range 
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he ivJiole tract had been soU to < 
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purchase. Mr. Williamson wai 


s ^pointed hia 
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offices 






.public spirit. 




liberality, Ihe pee- 


pie of those ( 


^lunties are much Indebted. 









The tract lying between this < 
Mr. Morris, and sold by luin to actual seiuers- it emoracEO poruons oi i-ticjiiih, 
Qeneeoe, Wyoming, and Allegany countias, and contahied 500,000 acres. 

applied, were bounty lands, gtanled by New York, to her soldiers, who had served 
during the revolutionary war ; an appropriation of GOO acres weib made to every 
private soldier, and la.rger quantities to the officeis. 

The act, gtanling these lands, was pastsd hi 1786. and the grant was made, 
with the proviso, that the Indian title should first be eichtgulshed. The luuls 
thus giBiited, comprised Uie present counties of Onondaga, Cortland, Tompfeios, 
Cayuga, Seneca, and part ot Oswego, and Wayne. It contained 1,880 000 acres. 
As, Jfowevet, tl« Indian title was not hnmediately eilinguished, the legislature, 
the same year, appropriated twelve norlhein townships In the present counties 

tevolulionaty patents. This was called the Oii MUiiarn tract The Indian title 
10 the other tiaal, however, being eitinguidied hi 178B, ihe greater part of the 
bounty lands were located In Onondaga, and the adjacent counties. 

Singlum'B Pm-clmiie was a tract some twenty miles square, lying partly In 
Broome county, and partly in the state of Pennsylvania. It waa purchased by 
Messrs. Bingham. Wilson, and Coi, of Philadelphia, in 178S. ImniedlBlely north 
of this, was another purchase, made the succeeding year, by a company from 
Massachusetts, and contamfng 330,000 acres. There were sijcy proprietors hi 
this company. 

large tracts of land ate also hebl in the counties of Jefferson and St Law- 
rence, by the Mesus. Von Rensselaer, and GcFemeur Morris ; snd in dUferenc 
sections of the stale, by Gerrit Smith, Esq., of Peterboro, Chenango county, and 
the hehs of Ihe Messrs. Wadswotth, of Livingston county. 
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COUNTIES. 

1. ALBANY COUNTY, 

5. Pnpiilaljdn, 77,26f 

Valualion, 184.1, 5 




Guilderland, 18U3. 
Westerlo, 1815. 
Knox, 18SS.. 
New Scotland, 1833. 



2. Watevvliet, 1788. 

3. Rensselaer vi lie. 1780. 

4. Coeymiins, 1791. 

5. Bethlehem, 1703. 1 
Molmfains. g, HeUevberg Hills. 

JUsers, &c. C. Hudson. F. Mohawk- h. Norman" 
eymans creelc. d. Haivnakraus kill, e. Provost cr 

Falls, b. Cohoes falls. 



BouNBASiES. North by Schenectady and Saratoga counties ; 
East by the Hudson ; South by Greene ; and West by Scho- 
harie county. 
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SuHFiCE. The surface is much varied. Along the Hudson, 
extends an alluvial valley, from a fourth of a mile to a mile in 
width. From this vajley the land riaes abruptly, 140 feet, and 
thence a table land gradually ascends, to the base of the Hel- 
derberg hills. Along the Mohawk, the surface is rugged and 
broken. 

The Heiderberg hills extend through the western partofthe 
county, uniting, on the soutJi, with the Catskill range. 

They are from 400 10 500 feel in beighl, and wtj precipitous. Their eJera- 
Ijou is qMite unifbnu, dtsplayliig do isolQled peaha. 

RivBBs AND Streams. Thecountyiswellwatered. Besides 
the Hudson and Mohawk rivers, which partially bound it, the 
Norman's kill, Coeymans creek, Haivnakraus kill, Provost 
creek; Foxes' creek, Bo/.a kill, Vlamaos kill, and the Pa- 
troon's creek, are the principal streams. 

Mosl of these, as well as several Biaader Blreams, have valuable waterfalls, af- 
IVjrdlng great l^cil^ties for majiiii^eturliig. 

The Cohoes, or Great Falls of the Mohawk, at the village of 
Cohoes, lie partly in this, and partly in Saratoga county. 

The river here deacende, at a single isap, 70 fteet, and then pursues its way, 
over the rocl», in the chann^, which its walers hare cut itirough the wild rock. la 

Railroads. The Troy and Schenectady, and the Mohawk 
and Hudson railroads, cross the northeastern section of the 
county, and the Catskill and Canajoharie, the Boufheastern. 

Climate. The climate is quite variable, being subject to 
great extremes of heat and cold. Though unfavorable to those 
affected with pulmonary diseases, it is considered as generally 
healthy. 

Geology and Minerjilogy. Th g 1 g al f mat f th 
county is transition ; graywacke nllta thpm t 
characteristics of the banks of th Hud n ani M hawk 1 
the Helderbergs, are fond Erne ad d t both b d g 
in organic remains. 

la the elevated table lands, Ij b tw n th H Id h 
and the Hudson river, are thick bd Ibl adyllw 1 
of clayey consistence, and destitute of fossils. They are cov- 
ered with yellow sand. 

sulphuretted hydrogen, others carbonic add gaa. iron, and magnesia. 

re found at Coeymans Landmg, and petraleum lo Guilderlaitd. 

cliffl of the Helderbergs, sre several eilenslve cavetna contain- 

ystala, stalactiles and stalagmites of ereac lieauty ; calcare- 

D Veogtable Probuctions. a portion of the soil is 
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fertile and productive, and most of that, which waa naturally 
sterile, has, hy the elfill of the husbandman, been made to yield 
abundant returns. Considerable tracts, however, are not sus- 
ceptible of cultivation. 

The tiialier of the county ia princinaUy pine, Jiemlock. oak, hickory, elm, ches[- 
nm, and birch. 

PoHSDiTs. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitants. This may be reckoned a* one of the grain growing 
counties, although not one of the most productive. 

ObU. corn, rye, budtwheai. and barley, are ihe principal grains ; pomioes arc 
raised In considerable quanlltles. The wectem pare is Avotable to grazing, and 
buCter ia Ihere lately produced. The number of aheep in Ibe county is large, 

Manufactures also occupy the attention of a lai-gc number of 
the citizens of the county. In 1845, these considerably exceeded 
two iuid a half miliions of dollars, of wliicb about two millions 
were produced in the city of Albany. 

Tbe . principal nrticleB nianul^tured were, iron warr, flour, malt Uquors, 
coscliea and sleigtas, macliinery, oocion anfl woollen goods, brick, cordage, oil 
and oil cloths. 

Commerce. The navigation of the Hudson river, and tb.e 
Erie and Champlain canals, furnishes employment to large 
numbers, and this commerce ia increasing, in a rapid annual 



Tolls were receired, in 1845, in the county, Dpon 




twenty-seven millions of dollars. About Itilrly-Uve at 




aiid 830 sloops and Khooners, beside ecowa, &c., are 




trade, on the Hudson. The total amount of shipping 


belongin 



ut eo,ooo 10 

Staple Productions, Oaf^, corn, rye, baile>, buckwheat, 
butter and wool. 

Schools, THere are, ia the coimty of Albany, 160 district 
school houses. In 1845, schools were taught on an average, 
ten months. During that year, 14,600 children wei e instructed, 
at an expense of about ^5,000, for tuition The diatrict libra 
ries contained about 29,000 volumes. 

There were tJao, in the county, the same year. 111 unincorporated private 
SEboolG, with 3,S!>n pupils ; three academies, andtno female (CDilnaries, will) 637 
pupils; one state noiroal school, with SB4 pupils; and one medical college, with 

Reuqious Denominations. Methodists, Dutch Reformed, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Roman CatlioUcs, 
Friends, Unitarians, Lutherans, Congregationalists, Universal- 
ists, and Jews.* 

History. When Henry Hudson ascended the North river, 
in 1609, he despatched Hendrick OorstiaenBen, with a small 

of their numbers, beeioning with the molt numerous. 
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crew, inaboat, toaacertainthehigheet point to which that river 
was navigable. Corstiaeasen penetrated as far as Troy, or 
Lanaingburffh, but landed at the present site of the city of 
Albany. 

la 1611, or 13, he returned and erected a trading house, on 
Boyd's island, a short distance below the Albany ferry. In the 
ensuing spring,, this was so much injured by the ice and the 
freshet, that he was competed to abandon it. He then erected 
a fort, an a hill, about two miles south of Albany. 

In 1623 a fort was erected near the present Fort Orange 
Hotel, in the city of Albany, mounting eight large cannon.* It 
was uamed Fort Orange, in honor of the Prince of Orange, 
who, at that time, presided over the Netherlands. 

■niia fOrt was imenaea lo eubffitve Iha double puipose, of affording convenienl 
accommodatioiiH for llie traliCtc with the Indians, and also of eerving as a proCec- 

In 1630, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, a wealthy pearl merchant, 
of Amsterdam, porchaeed, through, his agents, a large tract of 
land, including most of this, as well as several of the adjacent, 
counties. 

Over this extensive tract, he possessed all the authority of a 
sovereign, and, anxious to improve it to the best advantage, he 
sent a colony here, in 1631, well provided with, whatever waa 
necessary, to commence a new settlement. To his estate he 
gave the name of Rensselaerwyck. 

It is believed that he never visited his colony. The admlnlBttation of justice, 

TaL Fortunate in the selection of these, hla colony pfOBpered uiuch more than 
that ai New Amsterdam, and ic was lo the good offices of Van Curler, or Corlaer. 
the first commissary, that the colonists at New Amsterdam were indebted, more 
than once, fbr theh preservation from desttuction, at the bands of the eavages. 
This eicellent nian cultivated tbe most ftiendly retalions with the Indiana, and so 
strong was their aiftetion for bini, that, ever after, they applied the name of Cor- 
ber to the governors of New Vork. as the highest title of respect. 

In 1642, iVIr, Van Rensselaer sent over the Rev. Johannes 
Megapolensis, as minister of Rensselaerwyck, supporting him 
at his own expense. The first church was erected the suc- 
ceeding year, and furnished with a bell and pulpit, by the Dutch 
West India Company. In 1646, the venerable patroon died, at 
Amsterdam. His son Johannes, then a minor, succeeded him. 

During the administration of Governor Stuyvesant, serious 
difficulties occurred between him and the agent of the patroon, 
which were finally referred to the states general of Holland, for 
decision. Alter New York came into the possession of the Eng- 

tflme pieces, tliey are called in [he original Dutch recoriln ; meaning, ao- 
*™ halls" Th^ we'' o'f''™r'' lM% cafiLT"^ '""'''"' "'"" ^"""'' '"^^"'^ "*" 
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Itsh, the name of Beaverwydt, which had been bestowed upon 
the aetf lement, was changed to Albany, that being one of the 
titles of the Dulie ol'York. The right of soil was confirmed to 
the pafroon, by a new patent, but the government was retained 
in the hands of the governor of the colony. 

In J.686, Governor Dongan granted a charter to the city of 
Albany, and Peter Schuyler, the friend of the Indians, waa 
elected the first mayor. 

In 16S9-90, the citizenaof this county refused to submit to the 
administration of Leialer and Milbovne, but were at length 
compelled, by the fears of an Indian invasion, to yield allegi- 
ance. No sooner, however, did Colonel Sloughter arrive, 
than he was welcomed by the people of this county, whose at- 
tachment to Leisler had never been ardent, or sincere, 

In sU the ttenUea wilh ;he Indian Iribcs. the cilizens of Albany bore a con- 
Bpicuous par, and so entirely had Uiey wnn tbe confidence of Ote ^vsgen, llisl 
ftom Uie Sate at ju seulement, the conntj' was newr invaded, by these sons of 
Ibe fbreat. I'he Schuyler ftiDil^, for several generations, exerted a powerful in- 
fluence over Ibe Indians. 

During the revolution, the Albany committee nobly sustained 
their countrymen, in their opposition to British sway, and af- 
forded aid, in troops and money, to the suffering inhabitants of 
Tryon county, to assist them in repelling the frequent attacks of 
the merciless horde of tories and Indians, who ravaged their 
settlements. 

Bnrgoyne liad boasled, at Die commencenient or his campaign, thai his snny 
Bliould revel ujion the tqtoila of Albany, but he only visited (he city as a captive. 
8lr Henry Clinton twice attempted to invade it. but met with sufiicient ohstacles 

It became the capited of the state in 1307. Since the intro- 
duction of steamboats, and the completion of the canals, the 
growth of the city and county have been rapid, and the lines of 
rtulroads, which connect it with Boston and Buffalo, are giving 
it a still greater impulse. 

The extensivB manor of Bensselaerwyck, occupying a territory twenty-fbui by 
forty-eight miles in enlenl, deacended, by entailment, to the eldest male descendant 
of Itiliaen Van Rensselaer. The last piopjietor was the late patroon, Stephen 
Van Rensselaer, a man. wlJose muiiiOcent patronage of every olflect wWeh eould 
benefit his fellow citizens, or aid in diflusmg bappiness among niCn, has embalmed 

At his death, the manor waa divided between his two sons, Stephen and William 

latter, that lying east of the river 

■nie lands had usually been granted on permanent leases, the rental being pay- 

Ibe lease, but seidom eiacted by the patroon. The eflbrt, on the part of the 
present proprietors, to entbrce the colleetion of the rents, wOB met by attenuous 
oppoBilion,onthepartof the tenants, who ftirmed themselves into armed organiia- 
itons, and in tlieir copflici wiili the ofiicera of the law, several Individuals were 

These organizations have, of lale, assumed a political character. Both the 
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ptoprLctora and tiie lenantB ]iave sought ledress IVom thn Icgialatuve, bul as yet 

greBt dilfieully in iegialoling JuslJy npon Ihe aubjeot 

Cities and Villages. Albany city ia situated on the west 
bank of the Hudson, 145 miles above New York It appears to 
great advantage, from the river, rising rapidly from the 
banlt, and exMtiting its public buildings in bold reliel^ The 
alluvial valley of the Hudson extends about a quarter of a mile 
ftom the river bank. From this vallej', a blufF rises abruptly, 
140 feet, and, in the distance of a mile, about eighty feet more. 
Upon this blutr, are situated most of the public buildings. 

In 1845, the city had 116 streets and l^ies. It is divided into 
ten wards, each of which elect annually, an alderman and as- 
sistant alderman, who together form the common council of the 
city. 

The public buildings are, many of them, elegant and costly. 
The Capitol, erected at an expense of $120,000, is a fine free- 
Bt«ne edifice. The State Hall, built of white marble, and fire- 
proof, is an elegant building, of the Ionic order, surmounted by 
a dome. It cost $350,000. The City Hall stands near it, and 
is also a fine Grecian structure, of white marble, surmounted 
by a gilded dome. The Albany Academy, an elegaat building 
of Nyack freestone, opposite the state hall, cost, including the 
grounds, more than 5100,000. 

ThtH building, aoi Ibe capitol bave livi^B parks, in ftonl, auriounded liy Bub- 

The Albany Female Academy is a chaste, marble building, 
erected at a cost of about 130,000. The Albany Exchange, of 
maeeive granite ; the Museum, of marble; the Medical College, 
of brick, and well adapted to the purposes, to which it is applied ; 
the State Normal School ; and the State Geological rooms, oc- 
cupying the old state hall, are the other principal buildings. 

Several of the churches, also, are deserving of notice for their 
architectural beauty. Among these, we may mention the Mid- 
dle Dutch church, on Beaver street; the Pearl street Baptist 
church, a finely proportioned structure, in the Ionic style, and 
surmounted by a splendid dome ; the Hudson street Methodist 
church, one of the most chaste and beautiful models for a 
church in the United States; the Presbyterian, and Roman 
Catholic churches, in Chapel street, &c., &q. 

Among the hotels the Delavan House, stands preeminent for 
simple grandeur and chasteiiese of architecture. It was comple- 
ted in 1845, and coat about 9200,000. The Eagle, Congress 
Hall,, Mansion, Townsend, American, Carlton, Stanwix Hall, 
and ^e Franklin House, are also well conducted hotels. 
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The State Library, founded by the munificence of the etate, 
has an excellent collection of works on history, geography, and 
general hterature. An extensive law library is tonnected with 
it The entire collection numbers over 15,000 volumes, and is 
aceessible to all, without charge. 

The Albany Library, founded in 1792, and now numbering 
about 9,000 volumes, occupies apartments in the Albany fe- 
male academy. The Albany Institute is a scientific institution, 
designed to encourage attention to history, and general science, 
in the city and state. It has a valuable library, of nearly 2000 
volumes, in the building of the Albany academy. 

The Young Men's Association occupies a fine suite of rooms 
in the exchemge. It has a well conducted reading room, a 
hbrary of 3200 volumes, and sustains a course of lectures each 
winter. The number of its members is over 1500. It was the 
first institution of the kind in the state. 

The Alms House has connected with it, a fine farm of 150 
acres, cultivated by the inmates. There are ia the city, two 
Orphan Asylums, supported by private charity, which provide 
for the support and education of about 150 children; andanum- 
ber of other benevolent societies. 

The Albany Academy, founded in 1813, has eight teachers, 
and about 200 pupils. The Albany Female Academy, founded 
in 1814, has twelve teachers, and about 275 pupils. The 
Albany Female Seminary has six teachers. There are nu- 
merous other schools, of considerable reputation. The public 
schools have nine school houses, costing between $i30,000 aaid 
840,000. 

The Albmly Medical College is a ftourishing medical school, 
having an able faculty, and one of the best anatomical museums 
in the United States. It has seven professors. 

The State Geological Rooms, in the oE state hall, contain 
the splendid collection of the state geologists, arranged, in the 
lower rooms, in the order of the successive strata, and in the 
upper, in theorder of the counties. Here, too, are specimens 
of (he mineral and vegetable treasures of the state, appropri- 
ately arrajiged, and a large collection of the quadrupeds, birds, 
fishes and replies of the state. They are open, free of expense, 
toaU. 

At the junction of the Erie canal with the Hudson, the citi- 
zens have constructed an extensive basin, to protect the boats 
from the wmds, and give them greater facilities for discharging 
their cargoes. 

The city is largely engaged in manufactures. Its iron found- 
ries are among the largest in the country. Moro_ stoves are 
manufactured here, than in any other city, or town, in the union. 
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Coaches, eleighs, hata, cQps, and bonnets, are aiso largely man- 
ufactured ; the three iatter articles, to the amount of nearly one 
million of dollars, annually. It has extensive manufactories of 
pianofortes. Leather is produced to the amount of more than 
$400,000 per annum. Population in 1845, 41,139. 

West Troy, in the town of Watervliet, is a thriving village, 
posseseina; excellent hydraulic privileges, which it derives from 
the surplus waters of the Erie canal. It is a convenient depot 
for merchandise, from its facilities for transportation, and is 
largely engEiged in manufactures, having twenty-flve or thirty 
manufacturing establishments. The United States arsenal, es- 
tablished here in 1813, ia the largest arsenal of ci 
the United States. 

eight buildings, ior woikEliops ^d Btorehauees. It coustaDtly empbyr 



The Erie and Champlain canals Ibrm a junction, a short dis- 
tance above the village, and a bridge and two ferries connect it 
with Troy. Population in 1845, about 6000, 

At Neskayuna in the same township, ia a community of 
Shaking 6luakere, established in 1776, by Ann Lee, the founder 
of the sect. This was the first Shaker establishment in the 
United States. 

Cohoea village, also in tliis town, possesses one of the finest 
water privileges in the slate, and its advantages ibr manufac- 
turing, arc hardly surpassed. It is estimated, that at the lowest 
stage of the vra.ter, there is sufficient lo run 1,000,000 spindles. 
Population in 1845, over 2000. 

Reneselaeroillf., in the town of the same name, is situated on 
Foxes creek. It has some manufactures, and about 1000 in- 
habitants,* 

Coeymans is a small maiiutacturing village, having a good 
landing, and some trade with New York. It has also some 
manufactures. Population 1000. 

whloii Iho inaUce of the Bavages eould inflicl. ' Caplain Deilz ilieri at Montrcel. 
from the etfecl of tbeir crueflles ; but tbe boys were «xchEinEC(1 al the cloae of 

pcoich made to Albany, by Ibe Indians during lbs Re'olulion, 
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The city »nd counly are of equal exlent.* 

Jlivers. B. East River. C. Hudson River, 
e. Hatlaem River, q, Spuyten Duy- 
vel Creek, n. Heligata. 

Bat/s. A. New York Bay. 

glands, d. Randall's p Baru b 
Blackweli's Go B d 

lovf's. j. Ell 

Forh. Castle C d C tl CI 

ton. Fort C 1 mb G 

island. F t W d B dl 

island. 

Satlle Fields K p d T tl By 
Harlaem H ght F t W h gt 

Universiliei. Columbia College. Uni- 
versity of New York. 

CitUs. New York City. 

BouNDARiES. North by WeetcheB- 
ter county ; East by Westchester 
county and Long' lelandj South by 
Long Island and the waters of New 
York bay; and West by New Jersey. 

1(3 lerrllory eslenda lo low waler mark on 
Uie Jecaey side of the HodEon, as wfll as to ttie 
aaiue point on the Lod^ l^aud side of the East 
river, and the Woslohosler aide of the Hatlaem. 

Surface. The lower part of the 
county, though originally rough and 
broken, has been graded and levelled, 
and now rises graduaily, from the 
shores of the Hudson and East riv- 
ers, towMds the centre of the city. 
The upper part is still hilly, and has 
extensive marshes, 

RivEKa. The Bast river, or strait, 
and the Hudson, or North river, wash 
its eastern and western shores, al- 
fording fine anchorage, and sufficient 
depth of water; to permit the largest 
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ship^ to come up to tiie wharves. The Harlaem river is a nar- 
row strait, connecting by means of'SpuytenDuyvcl creek, Eaet 
river with the Hudson, Several small streame water the up- 
per portions ofthecounty, but none of them are of sufficient size 
to be worthy of notice. The original name of tlie island was 
Manhattan, a word of doubtM etymology, but of late years, it 
has been known by the name of New York Island, 

Bays. The upper, or New York bay, proper, ia one of the 
finest harbors in the world, affordinj anchorage ground suffi- 
cient for the navies of the world. The lower bay, or harbor, 
is also spacious, but not so completely iand locked as the upper. 

It furnishes, however, convenient and secure anchorage 
ground. 

Kip's and Turtle bays, on the east, and Strilter'a bay, on the 
west side of the island, are small inlets, only worthy ofnotice, 
for their historic interest. 

Islands. Randall's, Barn, and Blackwell's iaiands, in the 
East river, and Governor's, Bedlow's, and Ellis', in the harbor, 
with some smaller islands, belong to Uie county. 

On Governor's islBDd are Fort ColumbiM, and CbsOb William; on Bedkiw'n, 
Fott Wood. TTiete are also other IDrtldcatlons, on Long TalandandSlatflu Island, 
intended, like these, tb! the defence of the haiboi. 

Climate. The climate of New York county is, from its situ- 
ation, more equable than that of the inland counties, generally. 
The sea breezes waft a refreshing coolness, over the heated 
streets in summer, and temper the intense cold of the wintry 
blasts. In healthfulness, it occupies a very high rank, among 
the great cities of the world. Its ratio of deaths, to the popula- 
tion, is less than that of any of the large cities of Europe. 

Geology and Minerals. The roqks (^ this county, with the 
exception of asmallsection.atthe extreme north, are primitive. 
Granite characterizes the river banks, and huge bouddera of it 
lie scattered over the surface. Dolomite, (a species of marble), 
bog iron ore, and oxide of manganese, are the principal mine- 
rals, applicable to use in the arts. 

Among those Inlerestlng lo the minemJoeisI. may be enumerated fine BpBCimens 
of tremolile. pyroiene, mica, tournBline, serpentine and amianthus. Some speci- 
mens of pyrites, epldote. lamellar feldspar, sljiblte, garnet, st^uroride, graphite, fee., 
have also been met with. Marble is abundant, and extensively quairied. in the 
oof rhern part of ibe isbnd. 

Soil and Vegetable PBODUcnoNS. The soil is generally fer- 
tile, but too costly to be devoted to agricultural purposes. Gar- 
dens, of considerable extent, are cultivated, in the upper part of 
the island. 

The islana was originally weH wooded, fcut most of the timber is now cat off. 

PunsniTs. Manvfacliiring 13 the pursuit ofa majority rfthe 
inhabitants of the county. The articles manufactured are nu- 
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ItiefOus, and amounted, in 1845, ae aearly as can be ascertained) 
to between eighteen and twenty millions of dollars, giving 
employment to more than sixty thousand peraoas. 

CortVMerce- In commerce, this county surpasses every othei' 
city or county on the continent, and is the second city in the 
world, in commercial impoi'tance. 

In 1845, the registered, licensed and enrolled shipping of the 
covinty, amounted to 550,359 tons. The shipping, entered the 
same year, amounted to over one milUon tons, and the clearan- 
ces, to about the same amount. 

This commeroe la eitended to eveiy part of the gbbe. Not only do Uie shipa 
or ana port vMt am vorlovla pons of our own counli;, aad Europa, bill their raitg 

Arabia, Petsiii and India, and Uwir Uada wught by ibe ewanh)' sons of Africa 
tUid New Hi^lHDd, and by [be natives of (he unnumliered lElea, that gem the wide 

American flag is Uie flral unfurled. 
Durecily, or Indiiectly, this conioieroe furnishes the means of eupporl, to mahy 

The great system of intevnal navigation, eo nobly begun and 
carried on by the state, has abo brought immcMe wealth into 
the city. 

Ths aotoubl of pcoducs bcoughE to the Hudson, from all the canals, in 1845, the 
greater pSJI of which came to New York, was over IDrlj-ilTe milUons of dollais, 
and tbe amount, wuicb was deaf ed from the Hudson liver, the same year, [most 
of which WBB from New York), was over Bfty-ftva miutons. matii^ a loial inler- 
naj cradfl, of about one hundred millions of dollars pet amium. 

J.fricMfture is not an object of great attention. Horticulture 
furnishes employment to a considerable number of persons, in 
the upper part of the island. 

Edccatmn. The common school system of the city of New 
York has been already described. (See page 124.) 

It only remaina to sBy, that more liberal and ample provision, for furnlshi:^ a 
thorough eduoaUon, even lo ihi 
Che poorest emigrant may obtain. 



There are two colleges in the city ; viz : I. Columbia College, 
founded in 1754, and amply endowed. It has a president and 
ten profeBsors, 104 students, and a Ubrary of 14,000 volumes. 
The grammar school, coimected with it, has between 200 and 
300 pupils. The college edifices are located at the foot of Park 
place. 

2. The Uaiversity of thecity of New York, located on Wftsh- 
ingtot) square. The imiversity edifice is of white marble, in the 
collegiate Gothic style, and is one of the finest buildings in the 
7* 
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city. Its cost was nearly S300,000. It has a president, and 
eleven profesBOre, 143 students, and a valuable library. Coa-r 
nected with it, is a large aad flourishing grammar school. 



Besides these, Ihers are seieral proftsEloDB! schools in the lit;. The College 
nf PliyBiciaiiB anfl Sutgeona, in Ctosby street, was founded in 1807, and has al- 

BBven ptoCesson, 979 aludenia, and an eilenaive and vBlnabla muEeuin and library. 
The College of Tbanoacy la a recent instiUitlon, designed for the education of 
apoihecariea. 

The Genera) Theological Seminary of the Froteslant Episcopal Charch hi Uio 
United StatM, occnples two elegant golhic bHllfllnga, of atone, in the upper part of 
(he city, has five piofeosora, seventy students, and a libiary of 7300 volumea, 11 
was founded In 1819. The Union Theological eeminaty of the Presbyietiao 
Church, situated in Univeiaity Place, was founded hi 1S36, lias six profesHirs, 113 
Mudentt, and a library of over 16,000 volumea. 

RBLiaiona Denominations. Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists, Methodist Episcopal, Dutch Reformed, Roman Catholics, 
Methodists not Episco]^, Jews, Congregationaliets, Lutherans, 
Universalista, Friends, Unitarians, New Jerusalem Church, 
Christians and Moravians. Number of churches 217, of cler- 
gymen 38S. 

History. The leading facts, connected with the settlement 
of New York, or New Amsterdam, as the city was called by the 
Dutch, have been already stated, in the general historical 
sketch. Fcom. the time of its discovery, in 1609, by Henry Hud- 
eon, up to tlte year 1625, no permanent settlement of emigrants 
seems to have been made. 

fbt carrying on the tiaffic in farp with the natives, and when tlieU oiaecla were 
nccomi^Bhed, bad refnrned to Holland. A tbw. perhaps, fond of this rovh^llfe, 
bad renvuned, and acquired that Iinowtfdge of the Indian character, which eiia- 

colonlUs, or procured, from its native proprietors, a tii& to the eoil, except for the 
erection of their tradhig houses. 

la 1614, the Governor of Virginia, Sir Thomas Dale, in order 
to keep the restless spirits of his colony employed, fitted out 
an expedition under Captain Argail, againet the French settle- 
ment at Acadia, (now Nova Scotia.) Returning from his 
cruise, Argatl entered the bay of New York, and compelled the 
few Dutch traders, whom he found there, lo swear fealty to the 
English crown. 

After the formation of the Dutch West India Company, they 
took immediate measures for establishing a permanent colony, 
at tins important post. 

Under their foaleilngcara, bouweries, or farms, weresoon taken up.and asuh- 
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Under tlie administration of Minuit, it prospered smd increas- 
ed in population and importance. The intemperance and quar- 
relsome tempers of the next two Governors, Van Twiller and 
Kieft, brought serious evils upon the infant settlement. The 
injustice of the latter to the Indians, having roused their enmi- 
ty, had well nigh exterminated it, in 1643 and 44. 

Wretehedn^s and want stared the colonists in the face, and 
but for the vigor and energy of Governor Stuyvesant's adminis- 
tration, they would perliape have abandoned the settieraent. 

In 1642, the Stadt Huys, or city Hall, was erected. It was 
built of stone, and was taken down in 1700. The same year, 
the first chureh, (Dutch Reformed,) was erected in the fort. 
In 1653, the city of New Amsterdam was incorporated, by the 
States General of the Netherlands, andita officers were elected 
by the people. 

In 1653, it was rumored that the New England colonists in- 
tended to attack New Amsterdam ; measures were consequent- 
ly taken to put the city in a state of defence ; and during that, 
and the succeeding year, a palisade of boards about twelve 
feet in hdght was erected, and an embankment of earth 
thrown up against it 

In 1655, Governor Stuyvesant, with the greater part of the 
inhabitants of the city, capable of bearing arms, engaged in the 
expedition against the Swedes, on the south, or Delaware river. 
While tiiey were absent on this expedition, the city was invaded 
by the Indians, several of tlie bouweries plundered, and a few 
killed. The Indians, however, did not venture within the city 
walls. In 1656, it was laidout into streets, and then contained 
130 houses, and 1000 inhabitants. 

In 1664, hearing of the approach of the English fleet, Governor 
Stuyvesant summoned the citizens of New Amsterdam, to aid 
him in repeUing the threatened invasion, but bis arbitrary sway 
had produced so much disaffection, that they were not averse to 
any change, which promised to increase their civil and religicips 
privileges. 

They consequently made but little preparation for the defence 
of the city, and when Coi. NicoUs demanded its surrender, offer- 
ing favorable terms of capitulation, they insisted upon a compli- 
ance with them. 

In vain Governor Stuyvesant remonetraied, threatened and 
refused to sign the treaty of capitulation ; the sturdy burghers 
were bent oneubmission to English rule, and he was. at length, 
compelled, thoug-h with the utmost reluctance, to affix his sig- 
nature to !he instrument. As has been already stated, (see 
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pag«6I,) the name of the city and county was changed, rmme- 
diately after the capitulation, to New York, in honor of the 
Duke of York. 

Under the miM and beneficw)t administration of Colonel 
Nicolls, aod his successor, Governor Lovelace, the city prosper- 
ed, and increased in pi^julaUoaand wealth. 

It was again captured by the Dutch, in July, 1673, and during 
the administration tA Governor Colve, martial law was main- 
tained. The name of the city was changed to NewOvange, and 
of the fort to William Hendrick, 

In Oct. 1674, it was again surrendered to tiie Engltii, and the 
ddnanw of New York resumed. The assessors' valuation of 
propertyinthecsty,in 1688, was £78.231. (about 8320,0(10.) In 
1690, a Congre33,of the commissioners of the several colonies, 
washeldatNewYovk.. Inl694,thereweresixtyeliips, twenty- 
five sloops, and. forty boats, belonging to the city. 

In 1696, Trinity church wm built. This building was burned 
in 1776- The firat Lutheran church was built in 1710, on the 
site lately occupied by Grace church. It was erected by some 
Palatines, who had. fled from persecution in Germany. 

In 1711, a slave market was established in Wall street, near 
Eaat river. The next year, an insurrection occurred among 
the negroes, and nineteen were executed. In 1725, the first 
newspaper was published in the state. It was called the New 
York Gazette. In ,1732, the first stage ccKomenced running, 
between New York and Boslcai once a month, occupying four- 
teen days in the journey. The same distance is now travereed, 
by steamboat and railroad, in nine hours. 
_ In 1740, the New York Society Library was founded. Du- 
ring the two succeeding years, the yellow tfever prevailed in the 
ci^, to an alarming extent. In 1741, the Negro plot, whichhas 
been described, in the general history of the slate, occurred. It 
occasioned ^eat alarm in the city, as, of the 12/K)0 mhabitants 
it then cwitained, caie-sisfh were daves. For the succeeding 
tliirty years, the growth of the city was rapid, both in wealth 
and population. The New York Hospital was founded, by sub- 
scription, in 1769. 

ta August, 1776, the city fell into the hands of the British. It 
had, at this tinie, a population of 30,000. In September of tim 
year, occurred a disastrous fire, which consmned one-eighth of 
thehouaes oiihe city. During their stay in the city, the British 
troops destre^ed all the churches, except the Episcopal, or used 
themfwhospitals.prisoner's barracks, or riding schools. They 
evacuated the city, and General Washington entered it, in Ni>- 
Tember, 1783. A large number of the tory inhabitants, left 
with the British army, wid their estates were confiscated. 
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In 1?88, the adoption of the new Constitution of tlie United 
SlateB, was celebrated by a grand procession, and in 1789, 
Washington was inaugurated, as the first President, in the open 
gallery of the old City Hal!, facing Broad street 

InDecember, 1790,thepopiilationofthecitywa8 about 30,000. 
Free schools were established in the city, in J797, though not 
incorporated, till 1305. In 1801, the total valuation of real estate 
in the city was a litHe short of $32,000,000. 

The erection of the present City Hall was determined on, 
during the nextyear, 1802, and the corner stone laid in Septem- 
ber, 1803. The population ofthe city in 1800, was 60,000, hav- 
ing doubled in ten years. In 1807, the first eucceesful attempt 
at steamboat navigation, was made on the Hudson, by Fultun 
and Livingston. 

In 1810, the population of the city was 96,000, being an in- 
crease of 36,000 in ten years. In 1815, the news of peace with 
Great Britain, was celebrated, with great rejoictngB, In 1822, 
the yellow fever made its appearaoce. Great consternation 
was felt by the inhabitants, and large numbera left llie city. 

In 1826, the completion of the Erie canal called forth an ex- 
tt'aordinary triumpliM procession. The population, in 1830, 
was 203,000. In 1832, the cholera raged fearfully in the city. 
More than 10,000 persona fell, as its victims. In December, 
1835, occurred the great fire, which destroyed property, to the 
amount of nearly §18,000,000. Severe as was this loss, the 
failures in consequence, were comparatively few. 

The same year, (1835,) tiie citizens voted to constract an 
aqueduct, Irom tlie Croton river to their city, for the purpose of 
supplying themselves vrith pure water. This magnificent en- 
terprise vraB so far ctnnpleted, in 1842, that water was introdu- 
cedinto the city, on the 14th of OcttAer, of that year, amid the 
rejoicings ofthe inhabitants. In July, 1845, another disastrous 
Are occurred, which destroyed property to the amount of about 
six millions cj dollars. 

The only important battle, on New York island, was that of 
Harlaem Heights, on the 16th of September, 1776. After the 
disastrous battle of Lcmg Island, on the 27th of August, it be- 
came evident that the American army must evacuate New 
Yorit. Accordingly,, Washington Ordered the troops to retreat, 
toward the north part of the island. 

On Sunday, the 15th of September, the British, after station- 
ing their shipsin the East and North rivers, so as to cannonade 
our lines, commenced landing in force, at Turtle bay ; the 
American troops in the^cinity fled, without making any attempt 
at resistance. Meantime, several brigades of General Put- 
nam's division were in the city; by his exertions, they suc- 
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ceeded in passing the tnemj', wilJi very trifling lose. The ili- 
tenae heat, however, proved fatal to a, number. 

Washington then ordered the troops to occupy the Jieightsof 
Harlaem, — a strong positioa. On the morning of the 16th, sev- 
eral parties of theeneray appeared, on the plains, iairontof the 
American camp. Lieutenant Colonel Kaowlton's rangers, who 
had been skirmishing with an advanced party, came in and re- 
ported, that a body of the enemy were under cover of a smalt 
eminence, at a little distance. 

Willing to raise the -spirits of our men, Washington detached 
Colonel Knowlton with his rangers, (selected, mainly, from the 
Connecticut regiments,) and Major Leitch, with three compa- 
nies ofchoice Virginian troops, toattack them in the rear, while 
a feigned attack should be made in front. 

The action was successful, and greatly inspirited our troops, 
but the two brave leeiders, Knowlton and Leiich, fell early in 
the conflict. Our loss -was four or five killed, and forty wound- 
ed; that of the British more than twen^ killed, and seventy- 
eight wounded. 

Dbbcription of the city. Streets, squares, &c. The city 
covers the whole island. The portion which is densely buiit, 
lies south of Twenty-third street, being about three miles in 
length, and varying in breadth, from half a mile, to two and a 
quarter miles. In this territory, there are over 350 streets, and 
on the island more than 480. 

There are a number of public squares, butnot so many as the 
dense population requires. The principal are; 1st, theBattery, 
a crescent shaped park, containing about eleven acres, with 
gravelled walks, and- grass plats, well shaded with trees. It 
atfords a fine view of the shipping. Castle Clinton, connected 
with it by a bridge, has been transformed mto a garden and am- 
phitheatre, capable of containing 10,000 persons. 

2d. The Bowling Greenia a email ellipse, enclosed by an iron 
fence, having a fine public fountain, which is made to fall over 
a rude pile of rocks. 

3d. The Park is a triangular area, ol' about eleven acres, laid 
out with walks, planted with trees, andsurroundedby a massive 
iron fence. It contains a number of public buildings. In the 
soutliei-n angle, is a magnificent fountain, playmg within a basin 
100 feet in diameter. 

4th. Wasliington Square, or the Parade Ground, contains not 
quite ten acres. It is neatly laid out and finely shaded. 

5th. Union Place is an elliptical area, of considerable extent, 
at the northern termination of Broadway, adorned with trees 
tuul a fine fountain. 
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TnmpltinB Square, and BellavUe, i; 
city, are places of considerable resori 
new almshouse. 

Hudson Square, or St, John's Parle, belonging to Trinity 
church, is a beautiful park of four acres, highly ornamented, and 
has a fountain. In the upper part of the city, several syuares 
are reserved, but not yet regulated. 

PuBuc BoiLDiMGS. Many of these are among tho finest 
models of architecture in the country. 

The City Hall, already referred to, located in tlie Park, is a 
magnificent structure, attd ehows to great advantage. It is 216 
feet long, and 105 wide. 

ItaarcWiecEuteiaGteoiau, the succeBsive sioriea being Ionic, COrinUilan, and 
CoiupOBile. TliB front and ends ate of wliile niaibie, ami tlie tear of brovra fteo 

whets a watdimiin 13 Btaiioned. to give the alatm of flte. II contains elegant 
rooma Ibr tlie Governor, tbe Common Council, atid llie Supetiot Court, besides 

The Merchant's Exchange, in Wall street, is one ofthc most 
imposing and costly atractures, on the American continenL It 
IB built of blue ^aincy granite, and is absolutely incombustible. 
Its length is 200 feet, width 144, and height seventy-seven feet, 
to the top of the cornice, and 124, to the top of the dome. 

Onthe Wall street front is arecefaefi porUoo of oiglileen massive columns, each 
of a single block of gtanite, Ibirty-eigtat feet bigb, four l^et four inches iti diameter, 
and vfeighing about fotty-three Ions. The eiciange or rotunda in Ibe centre, Ib 
capable of bohling 3,000 persons, bel)^. Including the recesses, 100 l^st In diame- 
ter, and eighty-seven feet high to Ibe top of the dome. The dome teats on eight 
Corinthian columns, ofpollshedllalianmarble, each foily-ane tSet h^h. and four 
ket eight inches in diameter. The cod of the bulldii^ is estimated ac 91.300,000. 

The Custom House, extending from Wall to Pine streets, is 
a magnificent Doric building, of white marble, after the model 
of the Parthenon, at Athens. 

Brick, granite and marble, are its only raatetiala. It lias a portico on each 
front, of.eight Doric columns, live feet eight inches in diameter, and tbirty-Iwo l^t 
high. The great business halU is b citculat room, sutmounted by a dome, thai is 

building, including the ground, was Sl,17S,(iO0. Tbe number of offloets employea 

The Hall of Justice, on Centre street, is a massive structure, 
of Hallowell granite, in the Egyptian style of architecture, of 
which it is an admirable specimen. 

Its gloomy and heavy aspect, however, have aoqub:ed fOr it the title of " the 
Egyptian tomha," Beside rooms for the Police, and other courts of the city, it 
includes the Hoitse of Dcieniton, or prison, containing 1*8 cells. 

CmiscHES, Trinity church; completed in 1846, is one of the 
moat costly and magnificent churches in America. It is con- 
structed of brown sandstone, in the perpendicular Gothic style. 
Its spire is 283 feet in height, and is of stone throughout. 
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The length of the building ia 193 feet, and its bfeadth eighty- 
Grace church, on Broadway, two and a half miles north of 
Trinity, is a Gothic etructure, of rare beauty, erected in 1845. 

SL John's church, on Varick street, ia One of tho finest pro- 
portioned churches in the city. It coat $300,000, and hae a 
steeple 220 feet in height. 

8t Thomas' church, in Broadway, the church of the Ascen- 
sion, and the church of the Tranafiguration, in the upper part 
of the city, are also fine edifices. The EKitch Reformed church 
on Washington square, and that in Lafayette place, are good 
epecimens of church architecture, the tormer in the Gothic, and 
the latter in the Grecian style. 

The Scotch Presbyterian chwch, in Grand street, is a hand' 
some edifice of the Ionic order, with a portico of six maeaive 
coiumna. It cost S114,000. 

The Rutger"? atreet church, and the Duano street church, 
are both well proportioned, and iclpoBing buildinge. The Beek- 
manstreet church has a lofty and elegant steeple. The Roman 
Catholic church, in Barclay street, is a aubstantial granite 
structure. 

The Roman Cathctiic Cathedral, in Prince street, is a very 
large edifice of sandstone. The French Protestant church, in 
Franklin street, is built of white marble. It is of the Ionic order. 
The first Baptist church, in Broome street, ia a fine Gothic 
edifice, with a very imposing interior. 

The.Chapel of the New York University, (uaually occupied on 
the Sabbath, as a place of worship, ) is one of the most perfect 
specimens of Gothic architecture, eVer erect«d in this country. 

Hotels. The Astor House is an immense granite building, 
with three fronts, one on Broadway, of 201 feet, another on 
Barclay street, of 154 feet, and the third on Veaey atreet, of 
]46i feet, and cost about $800,000. It contains 303 rooms. 
The United States Hotel is afine marble building, seven stories 
high, containing 225 rooms, and cost §350,000. 

The Franklin House, Howard's Hotel, Jndson's, Rathbone'a, 
the City, Croton, Carlton, Ihe Pearl street House, and many 
othera, are extensive and elegant buildings, fiirnishing ample 
accommodation, for the thousands who visit the city, for busi- 
neas, or pleasure. 

RAILH0AD3, &c. Threc lines af Railroads connect directly 
with New York city ; viz, the Harlaem railroad, now progreas- 
ing rapidly towards Albany ;' the Long Island Railroad, extend- 
ing from Brooklyn to Greenport, and the New Jersey, extend- 
ing to Philadelphia, and forming a part of the great chain 
connecting with Wilmington, North Carolina. Thte road ^a 
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several branches ; one to Morristown, and another to Patterson, 
New Jersey. 

Beaidea these, ihere are three others, connecting-, by steani- 
boats, with the city, and at no great distance from it. Theee 
are the New York and Erie railroad, commencing at Picrmont ; 
the Camden and Amboy, commencing at Amboy, New Jersey, 
and the Housatonic, at Bridgeport. Conn. 

Lines of steamboats, also, ply between this city and Albany, 
Troy, Newbiirgh, Poughkeepsie, Hudson, Catskill, and other 
places on the Hudson rivev : NorwaJk, New Haven, Hartford, 
Norwich, Stonington and Providence, Newark, New Bruns- 
wick, EUzabethtown, ifcc. as well as to the several small villa- 
ges oaLong Island, and Staten Island. 

Steamers aiss leave for England, every month, and lines of 
packets, for London, Liverpool, Havre, New Orleans, Mobile, 
and Havana, every week, 

WiTEB Wofiss. The Croton Water Works deserve to be 
considered as one of the most magnifioent enterprises of modern 
times. The water is brought from the Croton river, a stream 
in Westchester county. 

A dam aSO feet long, seveotj' feel wide ailioiiom, ana seven at lop, and foriy 
tbet bigb. Ms been construcled, cteaCiug a pond five miles Vrng. Ftom tble dam, 
Ibe sqneduct ptoeseda, UirouBh hills and over valleys, lo Ibe Hartaem river, wbioh 
It oruBses on a masstve stone bridge, 14S0 feel long, erected Rl a cost Df$900,000 ; 

street to lOIUi street; here crossloga square, it fbllowa the ftib Avenue, loSSlb 

The aqueduct is a hollow cylinder of brick, laid In bydmidio cement. The re- 
ceiving reserv9ir Is ihkty-ei^ mites ftam the Croton dam. It corera iMity-fivs 
acree, and will contain 130 milUons of gallons. From tMa reaervojr the water is 
condnciefl in iron pipes, along the 5Ui Avenue, to 0\s diauibutlng reservoir, on 



lo be secure from tbe frosl. The supply of water is ample, bolb for the use of [he 
JnhahHants. and for tires. TheteareliOO fire hydmnis, and 600 free hydranla. 
NooUyinllie wotMisbefersuppUed, with pure and wholesome water. thanNew 

Public IssTrroTiONs op the city. The American Institute 
was incorporated in IS29, for the encouragement of agriculture, 
majiufactures, commerce and the arts. 

nbasaeutte of roomsin the second Blory of the New City Hall, where it bas a 
library, models for machinery, 6cc. It holds an annual fair, every autumn, which 
is visited by not less Iban 30,000 pereons. 

The Mechanics' Institute has for its object, the instruction of 
mechanics and others, in science, and the arts. 

The Institute has esiabli^ed annual courses of popular leclures, and has a 
libraiy, reading room, museum, and collection of chemical and pbilosopblcal appar- 
atus, A niale and a female Echool have been established, under the superiniend- 
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The American Art Union is an incorporated aasociatioQ, for 
the promoLion ofthe fincarts. Its rooms ore at 333 Broadway. 
Tlie Chamber of Commerce was established for the regulation 
of trade, &c. in 1768. 

Scientific Societies. The most important of these we the 
Lyceum of Natural History, founded in 1318, for the advance- 
ment of knowledge in Zoology, Botany, Mineraiogy, Geology, 
and Conchology ; 

II has a iargB library, and enenaive and valuable colleclions, in every depart- 
rooma No. 65B, Broadwiy. 

The New York Historical Society, occupying rooms in the 
University building; its library is a very valuable one, of over 
12,000 volumesj besides a collection of coins and medals. 

The Ethnological Society, founded in 1843, for inveetigafions 
in history, languages, geography, &c.; 

The New York Medical Society comprising the great body of 
the educated physicians of the city ; its object is improvement 
in medical science. 

The National Academy of Design, established for the benefit 
of living artists. They annually exhibit a large collection of 
paintings. 

LiBftARiEg. The New York Society Library was established 
in 1754. It has a fine building on Broadvray, and a library of 
40,000 volumes. 

The Mercantile Library Association has a fine suite of rooms 
in Clinton HaU, a Ubrary of more than 21,000 volumes, and an 
elegant reading room. 

The Apprentices Library at 32 Crosby street, contains 13,000 
well selected volumes. 

The New York Law Institute Library was established in 
1828, and has a valuable library of about 3500 volumes of select 
law books. 

Benevolgnt Institutions. Hospitals. There are two hos- 
pitals in the city. The New York Hospital, founded by sub- 
scription, in 1769, is a noble institution. It has extensive build- 
ings and grounds, and good accommodations for 250 patients- 
It has ten visiting, and as many consulting physicians- 

The City Hospital, at Bellevue, is supported by the Mimicipal 
government of the city. It has accommodations for between 
200 and 300 inmates, and is under the management of a physi- 
cian, and several assistants. 

The City Dispensary aflbrds aid to about 20,000 indigent pa- 
tients annually. The Northern and Eastern Dispensaries ad- 
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minister relief to from 5000 to 10,000 eacli. The New York 
Eye Infirmary treats over lOOO indigent patients, for diseases of 
the eye. The Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum, locatedat Bloom- 
ingdaEe, has about 200 patients. It is connected with tlie New 
Yorli Hospital. 

The City Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell's Island, has from 
300 to 400 indigent patients. There ie also a Lunatic Asylum 
on Murray's Hill, Fortieth street. The Institution ibr the Blind, 
on the ninth Avenue, has about sixty pupils. 

The Deaf and Dumb Asylum, on FiiUeth street, hasaprinci- 
pal, eight professors, and not fer from 150 pupils. Its buildings 
ore large and commodious. 

There are also six Orphan Asylums in the city, and several 
institutions for aged and indigent females. 

Societies are ^so founded, for iJie protection and benefit of 
emigrants, who throng, in such vast numbers, to the city. 

From its central position, and intimate connexion with other 
sections of thecountry. New York city has been made the head 
quarters, of numerous benevolent institutions, whose measures 
are intended to benefit the wholecountry. The most prominent 
of these are the American Bible Society, the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, the Methodist Book concern, the Amer- 
ican Tract Society, the Home and Domestic Mission Societies, 
the Seaman's Friend Society, the Society for ameliorating the 
condition of the Jews, the American Temperance Union, the 
Moral Reform Society, the American, and lie Americaji and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Societies, the American, and the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Mission Societies, &c. &c. 

Places of Amdsembnt. These are numerous. Beside two 
museums, each containing extensive collections of curiosities, 
there are several public gardens, where there are frequent ex- 
hibitions, picture galleries, four large, and two or three lesser 
theatres, &c. &c. 

Government and Poutical divisions op the city. For the 
purposes of government and police, the city la divided into 
eighteen wards, each of which elects, annually, an alderman 
and assistant alderman, who, together, form the Common 
Council, and with the Mayor, administer the government of flic 

The police of the city, whose duty it is to preserve order, ar- 
rest criminals, prevent riots, felonies, and other misdemeanors, 
give alarm of fires, &e., are 800 in number, and are distributed 
through the wards, according to their population, 
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Business op Pahtioular Streets. Wall street lias become 
the great rendezvous of baakcrs and brokers. Pearl street, of 
wholesale dry goods dealers. Sonth street, of wholesale flour 
and produce dealers. Chatham street, of dealers in clothing, 
Broadway is a fashionable promenade; and the Bowery, Grand, 
and Canal streets, contain most of the retail stores. 

Stores, Sk. There are in the city, 1981 wholesale, and 
about 4000 retail, dry goods stores, employing a capital of more 
than sixty millions of dollars. There are twenty-seven banks, 
with an aggregate capital of 125,563,600, besides four saving 
banks. 

■ There are sisty -seven fire and marine insurance companies, 
of which twenty-two are on the mutual principle. The remain- 
der have acapitalof about fourteen toillione of dollars. There 
are twelve life insurance companies, four of them on the mutual 
principle, the remainder have a capital of 9619,000,000. There 
were, in 1846, 106 hotels and cofiee houses. 

Bucb is an io^ietfecl view of the ((real commercial inettopobB of oui couniiy. 
Het growlb, Ihua fer, has outsttipped the eipeclaHona, and prBdicSone of Ibe 
most sanguine ; and Judging of the toOne by llie past, we ace compelled to l>etievB, 
thai ers the close of Uie preBont conluiy. »lie will 6e. In populalion and commer- 

Her cosourceB are unequalled, and ber eapadtj' fOi accommodaUng and sup- 
porting an immense population, unsurpasHed; and whenlhe cities of Uie old worW 
have sunk to decay, New York, tlilflllii^ the proiaiae of her youth, will flourish, 



LONG ISLAND. 

Square mDes, 1148. Fopubtiou, ]45,11!>, 

Long Island forms so distinct a portion of ttie state, that it 
merits a distinct description. It extendsfrom 40° 34' to 41° IV 
north latitude, and from 2° 58' to 5° 3' east longitude. It is 
140 miles long, with an average breadth of 12 or 15 miles. 

Surface. A chain of low hills divides it centrally, north of 
which, the country is rough and broken, but south of it, is al- 
most a perfect plain, apparently produced by the washing up 
of the sand from the ocean. This surface is somewhat sterile, 
but produces heavy pine timber. 

EiVERS, Bays, &c. There are few streams worthy of note, 
on the island, although as a whole, it is well watered. The Pe- 
coiiic, Connecticut) and NissiquogTie, are the only ones of im- 
portance. 

Its bays are numerous. On the southern coast, the Great 
South bay extends from Hempstesul to Brookhaven, a distance 
of more than 70 miles. It is from two to five miles wide, and is 
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separated from the ocean, by a beach of sand, varying in width 
from a few rods to half a mile, broken only by a few narrow in- 
lets, which are constantly changing in depth, with the action of 
the waves. 

At the eastern extremity oftheisland, the Great Peconicbay 
has divided it into two peninsulas, of unequal length. Gardiner's 
bay, between Shelter and Gardiner's island, furnishes a line 
and commodious harbor. 

Smithtown bay, on the northern shore, is an open roadstead, 
of fto great depth of water, and unprotected from the winds, 
by projecting headlands. Huntington bay is smaller, but af- 
fords a fine harbor. Hempstead harbor, New York harbor, 
and Jamaica bay, are the onlyother bays worthy of notice. 

Lakes. There are numerous small lakes, or ponds, scattered 
over th^surfece of the island, some of them at short distances 
from the shore. They are very uniform in their height and 
temperature, being- seldom frozen in winter, and maintaining- a 
most delicious coolness in summer. Ronkonkama, Great Pond, 
Fort Pond, and Success or Sacut Pond, are the principal. 

IsLANns. ' A number of islands adjacent to Long Island, are 
included in its territories, Of these. Shelter, Gardiner's, Plum, 
Robbin's and Fisher's islands, toward the eastern extremity, 
and Riker's, Coney, Barren, &c., at the southwestern, are the 
principal. A part of these are inhabited. 

Railroad. The Long Island railroad traverses the whole 
length of the island, and furnishes to its inhabitants easy and 
speedy access to New York city. 

History. Previous to its discovery and settlement by the 
whites. Long Island seems to have been densely populated by 
Indians. 
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The division of the Island, between the Dutch and English, 
was long a bone of contention. At length, by the treaty of 
Hartford, made in i650, it was settled that the English should 
hold ailoflhe island east of Oyster bay, and that the remainder 
should belong to the Dutch. After this date, the eastern part 
of the island was under the government of Connecticut, till 1664, 
when the Duke of York claimed it as a part of his patent. 
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III. KINGS COUNTY. 

Organiied, I'flBS. Valuation in 184!:, 830,750,472. 




1. Brookljn, 1733. 3. NewUb'echt, 1738. 5. Fkthnda, 1739. 
S. Graveaend, 1788, 4. Flalbosh, 1788. S. Buflhwick, 1788. 
Sivera, &.c. B. Boat River, E, Atlanlic Ocean, r, Jamaica Bay. 

i. Wallabout Bay. 
Bai/g, &c. A. New York Bay. a. Narrows, d. Coney laland. 
Forla. Hamilton. Lafayette. 
BaUle Field). Battle of Long Island. 
Citiei and Villages. Brooklyn, Flalbush, Williamabui^h. 

BooNDARiES. North by East river, and New York harbor; 
East by Queens county ; South by the Atlantic ; West by New 
York bay, and the Narrows. 

SoHFACB. On the northeast, for three or four miles back 
from the East river, it is hilly, Brooklyn Heights forms the 
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termination of the ridge, which runs tliroughllie island. On the 
Boutheaat, a sandy plain extends to the ocean. 

RcvERs, &c. There are no streams of importance. The 
chief bays, or indentations of the coaet, are Gravesend bay, 
Gowanus cove, and the Waliabout bay. Plumb inlet, and 
Rockaway inlet, on the south, communicate with several ponde 
in the interior. 

Gbologv ano Minesalogv. a considerable portion of the 
formation of the county is ailuviai. The northern portion is 
granite. Large boulders are found scattered over this, and the 
adjoiDing counties. They are mostly granitic. 

Soil and Vegetable Pboductionb. The soil of this county 
isposBessedofgreaternaturalfertility,than that of the other por- 
tions of the Island, and it is highly cultivated. It is well adapt- 
ed to horticalture, and fruits and flowers arrive at great perfec- 
tion. The grape is extensively cultivated, throughout the 
county. Little timber is found. 

Pursuits. Manufactureu are the pursuit of a majority ot the 
inhabitants. The principal articles are distilled liquors, {to the 
amount of $1,680,000,) cordage, iron ware^ oils, flour, oilcloths, 
leather, glass, ale, &c. 

Agriculture, and particularly horticulture, receive considera- 
ble attention. Corn, oats, butter, potatoes, fruit, and market 
vegetables, are produced in large quantitieK. 

Its commerce is large, but being included \inder the reports 
for New York city, it is difficult to ascertairi its amount with 
accuracy. 

ScHOOLa. , There are twenty-four public schoolhouses in 
the county, in which school were taught, the whole twelve 
months, in the year 1845. During that year, 8891 children 
received instruction, at an expense of S17,095, for teachers 
wages. The libraries contained about 13,000 volumes. 

The school oieanHBlion of the city of Brooklyn bag keen already deseribed, (see 
page tSG.) 

There are alio ninety-nine releol achoolB, contahiiiig 3516 pupils ; one acade- 
my, and two female Geminatles, with ISO pupils. 

Reuoious Denomination b. Methodists, Dutch Reformed, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, Baptists, Con- 
gregationalists, Universalists, Unitarians, and Friends. Num- 
ber of churches, 75, of clergymen, 85. 

History. The first settlement, in this county, was made by 
a small party of Walloons, or Waaloons, from the borders of 
France, in 1625, on the shores of Waliabout bay, (called from 
them Waalebocht or the bay of the Walloons.) 
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Here, on the l"Ui of June, IflSS, Satali, eMesl dangliler of George Jaiisen de 
Eapalje, was born. She was the ftrstctiJlil of while patents horn wilMu Uie limits 
of the stale of New York.* 

Within theeucceedingthjrtyyeara, settlements Kad been made 
in Brooklyn, Flatbush, Flatlands, Gravesend, New Utrecht, 
and Buahwick-t 

Gravesend was settled by Engliah emigrants, who fled from persecution in New 
England. Of Ihese, Uia moat diatinsuisbed was the lady Mondy, and her mn, 
Bti Henry Moody. 

These towns were each organized under a separate govern- 
ment, administered by an officer, or officers, appointed by the 
Director Greneral. 

None of them eiuoyed any thing like a representative goveminent, and In the 
days of Governor Sluyvesant, any attempt on ibeir pan, to claim a share in ica 

ten into the hands of the EngUsh, they, were allowed to pailioipate in the hnper- 
ffeM tepreBentatlve goveninient of Uiat period. 

During the early part of the Revolution, Kings county waa 
the scene of many iaterestine incidents. Here occurred, on the 
27tli August, 1776, the battle of Long Island, which threw eucii 
gloom upon the rising hopes of our countrymen, in the outset 
of the revolutionary struggle. 

The British ministry, determined, if possible, to close the war 
by a single blow, had concentrated a large force in the neigh- 
borhood of New York, wellequipped.andfurnishedwithall the 
monitions of war. 

Congress hadassembled a force of near 97 ,000 menuponLong 
Island, but they were undisciplined militia. More than one- 
fourth of them were invalids, and the remainder but scantily 
supplied with guns and ammunition. 

On the 22d of August, the British fleet approached the Nar- 
rows, and landed the troops at Gravesend and New Utrecht, 
without resistance. 

Dividing here, into three eections, under the guidance of in- 
habitants of these and other towns, who loved the gold of the 
British, more than their own country, they proceeded, by three 
distinct routes, to invest the American camp, which lay princi- 
pally on Brooklyn heights. 

• There b a traditian extant, that dnrlntr (he infancy of this darahRapalje,Hin- 
titi the l>titch Governor, behiB on a hTuitlng Bxenrdon, with some Braoolatei, 
near the Wallabout boy, entered the cidun of Rapalje, to find soraethlns to taOaty 
hIB hunger. Fhiding no ono at home, and no loDd, eioept en Indian dnmpUae, 
they devoured tJi&C, when the vlla of Kapalje, with her infant In her aims, en- 
tered, and berated (hem soundly for iheirinimalon, and particularly, ftirdevonr- 
li^tha foodshehadreserved forher infant. The Governor, to aroeaBe her an. 
ieT,pTondsedheiaml1chcow,ontheBCrlval of tlioBhlpa from Holland, as a com- 
pensation ibr her dmnplinfr. On their arrival, in addition to the cow, he gave her 
iwmw morgen, (oaarb forty acree.) of land, for pasturage for her coiv. 

t T^aaa towns waia named by the Dutch, Braukelen, ACdwout, AmeiBfoort, 
Gravenzande* Nleuw Utrechi, and Boawyclt. 
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One division of tlie British army took tlie road leading along 
near the Narrows, another, that passing through the village of 
Flatbush, and the third passed by the way of Fladande. 

Descending, on the morning of the 27th, to tlie village of Bed- 
ford, Genera! Clinton, who commaoded one wing of the British 
army, carried an important point, and an attack was made on 
the three sides of the camp at once. Suitabie precautions seem 
not to have been taken, by the American officers, to avoid snr- 
prise, and although, when thus surrounded, they fought brave- 
ly, defeat was inevitable. 

Attempting to retreat, tUey were driven upon the enemy's 
forces on every side, and those who fought were slain, while 
those who attempted to fly were made prisoners. 

The loss of the Americans was variously estimated at from 
IICX) to 3300, in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The British 
loss ivas less than 400, On the night of the 29th, General 
Washington silently drew offhis troops fo New York, and from 
this time till the close of the war, Kings county was in the 
hands of the British. 

The prison ships, in which the American prisoners of war were confined, 
during Uie revohiUon, were stationed in Wallaliout lay. In IhBse ships, nearly 
11,000 American eitiienaperiBluA from diaeaaa and starvation, through the in- 
humanity of Ihe BriUsh otftcers who had charge oftJiem. 

They were crowded into iheee ships tn Buch numbers that to olitain fresh air 
wBf impossible ; robbed of Iheu' clothing, fed upon the most loathsome and putrid 
provisions, and ecajilily supplied even with these, allowed no drinli but Iha most 
fctid bilge water, and when sick, unattended by either phytJcian or nurse. 

posribls fOc the human mind to conceive, our noble countrymen preferred dealli, 
with an its horrors, to a traitor's life, wiiS plenty ; and very few of them could be 

should be amply provided with food, and suitable cloihhig. Their heroism, and 
the bruiat inbumanttyoftlieirjailors, should go down to the latest posterity. 

Cities, Villages, &c. Brooklyn city, the seat of justice for 
Kings coimty, is situated at the west end of Long Island, direct- 
ly opposite the lower portion of New York city. Its location is 
a commanding and delightful one, and its growth, within a few 
years past, has been rapid, beyond precedent in the state. 

It Is the residence of very many of the business men of Hew York city, who 

The city has a number of literary and scientific institutions of 
a high order. The principal of these are the Brooklyn Insti- 
tute, formed by the union of the Brooklyn Apprentices' Library 
Association, the Brooklyn Lyceum, and the City Library ; this 
institution has a large library, and is in a highly flourishing 
condition ; the Lyceum of Natural History, which is engaged, 
with commendable zeal, in the investigation of the physical 
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sciences ; the Hamilton Literary Association, and the Franklin 
Literary Aeeociation, both composed of young men desirous of 
improvement. There are also several academies and female 
Heminaries of distinction. 

The United States Government have a navy yard at Walla- 
bout bay, covering forty acres of groimd, and well provided 
■with all the necessaries, for the construction of the largest ships 
of the line. They are constructing a dry dock here, at an ira- 
jnense expense. Connected with the yard, is aNaval Lyceum, 
composed of ofRcers of the United States navy, and possessing 
a large librarj' and museum. 

The Greenwood Cemetery, situated in the south part of the 
city, contains more than 300 acres of land. Its situation is de- 
lightful, and comprises every variety of surface, which is calcu- 
lated to make it attractive, as a place of repose for the dead. 

The harbor of the city is extensive, and its depth sufficient to 
allow the largest vessels to come to its wharves. The Atlantic 
dock, nowinprogressof construction, is a stupendous work, and 
one of the most remarkable monuments of private enterprise 
and wealth, in the country. Population, 62,000. 

Williamsbwgh, taken from Bushwick, and organized as a, 
distinct town in 1840, is favorably situated ior business, and 
from its proximity to New York, has had a rapid growth. It is 
the residence of many of the business men of the metropolis, 
and is fast increasing in population and wealth. It is connected 
with New York by tltree steam ferries. Population about 
12,000. 

Flalbuah, in the town of the same name, is a pleasant 
though small village. Erasmus Hall, located herOj and incor- 
porated in 17S7, is one of the oldest arid most ably conducted 
academies in the state. The battle of Long Island was fought 
mostly within the limits of this town. 
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ilw, 396. Population, 31,S4B. 




ipstead, 1788. 


5. Norlh Hempstead, 1188. 


aica, nS8. 


(J. Oyster Bar, 1788. 


Sff. D. Long 


; Island Sound. E. Atlantic Ocean. E 



Buys. i. Oyster Bay. r. Jamaica Bay. k. Flushing Bay. 1. Cdw 

fiay. 
Villages. NoKTH Hempstead, Flushing, Jamaica, Newtown. 

Boundaries. North by Long- Island sound and the East 
river; Eagtby Suffolk county; Soutli by the Atlantic Ocean, 
and West by Kings county. 

Surface. The northern portion of this county is rolling, but 
with no bigh hills. Harbor Hill, the highest elevation in the 
county, is 319 feet above the ocean. The great Hempstead 
];lain extends through the central portion of the county. 
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Rivers, &,c. The cotmty is well wiitered, but none al' the 
streams are of considerable size. 

Bivs AND Hahbors. Thcae are numerous, both on the 
northern and southern coasts. The principal on the north, are 
Ftaehing, HempBtead, Little Neck, Cow, Oyster, and Cold 
Spring, bays. On the south, are Jamaica, Rockaway, and part 
of the Great South bay. 

Thsse bays abound wlUi a great variety of fieh, oyateta, to., an* at certain 
eeaaotis, laige numbers of wild fowl congregate here, ibe taking of which affords. 

Islands. Riker's island, on the northern coast, Hog island, 
Cow island, and several others in Jamaica bay, on the south- 
ern, are the principal. 

Ponds. Succeas, or Sacut pond, in Flushing, is the only one 
worthy of special notice. 

ThiB pond is ssry deep, and its walets of remarkable purity and coldncae, 

Samuel L. tiilchell. 

Climate. Like that of the Island generally, it is mild, equa- 
ble and healthy. The seasons are early, and the frosts occur 
late in autumn ; consequently, fruits attain great perfection. 

Geolooy and Minehals. The geological character of the 
county ailuvid and diluvial, the boulders are mostly granitic. In 
the southern portion of the county, there are no rocks, nor even 
stones, of more than a few ounces weight. There are few min- 
erals of importance. 

Soil and Vegetable Productioms. Thesoilof thenorWiern 
portion is very fertile, and perhaps under as high cultivation as 
thatofany other part of the state. The southern part is sandy 
and naturally sterile, but by judicious management, it has 
been made to produce tolerable crops. 

The timber is principally oak, hickory, chestnut, and locust in 
great abundance. The latter was originally introduced from 
Virginia. In the northern part, the apple, pear, peach, cherry, 
&c., thrive well. Wheat, corn, and grass, are also fevorite 

PnnatiiTS. Agriculture and horticulture are prominent pur- 
suits of the inhabitants of this county. Large quantities of 
corn and oats are raised. Butter, pork, and wool are produced 
in abundance. Simibs, fruit trees, and rare esolic plants Eire 
sent from the numerous gardens and nurseries in the county, to 
all parts of the Union. 

Fishing, and fowling, are alsotheemploymentsof many ofthe 
inhabitants. Manufactures are not extensive. The most con- 
siderable are flour, woollen clo ths, distilled Uquors, and leather. 
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The commerce of the cotintj' je confined to the coasting trade, 
and carried oa through the porta of Flushing, Glen'e Cove, Oys- 
ter Bay, and Cold Spring. Steamers ply between New York, 
and Flushing, Gien's cove, aad Rockaway. 

Staple pBODncnoMS. Corn, oats, butter, wool, fruit trees, 
and flowers. 

Schools. The county has seventy public schoolhouses, in 
which schools were taught, in 1846. an average period of ten 
months. In them 4960 children received instruction, at an ex- 
pense of §15,346. The school libraries contained 13,803 vol- 



BCbool, of B high order. 

Religious Denomination a. Methodists, EpiscopEilians, Bap- 
tists, Friends, Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians, and Roman 
Catholica. Total number of churches, 59, ol clergymen, 43. 

HiaroBY. The first settlement made in this county, was at 
Hempstead, by a company of emigrants from Stamford, Cona., 
in 1644. Ttiis company acknowledged the Dutch jurisdiction, 
and obtained a patent from Governor Kieil. The place was 
first called Hemeteede. 

In the spring of 1645, a company of Englishmen who had 
previously resided in Vlissingen, in Holland, emigrated to this 
country, and locating themselves in Queens county, founded 
the town of Flushing, called by them Vlissingen. They, too, 
obtained a patent, from Governor Kieft, for their lands. Be- 
tween this period and 1656, settlements were commenced at 
Oyster bay, Newtown, and Jamaica. 

A considerable number of Friends having settled in Vlissin- 
gen, Giovernor Stuyvesanl, animated by the spirit of intolerance 
BO prevalent at that day, issued an order requiring the people 
of the town to cease giving them any countenance, or enter- 
taining them. 

To thif' order, the people of that town sent adignified remon- 
strance. Gov. Stuyvesant, however, persisted in his intolerant 
measures, inflicting heavy fines, protracted imprisonment, and 
severe corporeal punishment, on those who pvolessed the Qua- 
ker faith, as well as upon all who assisted or sheltered them. 
Some thirteen or fourteen prominent individuals were thus 
made to feel the weight of bis displeasure. 

One of the snfierers, having manifested more firmness than 
the rest, in the avowal of his sentiments, was sent by the Gov- 
ernor, a prisoner in chains, to Amsterdam. He was liberated 
from confinement, and sent back by the West India Company, 
and made the bearer of a letter from the company to the perec- 
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cuting Governor, which, for the noble sentiments, in regard to 
religiouB liberty, which it avows, deserves to be written in letters 
of gold. 

But the intolerant spirit of the Dutch governor did not stop 
here. The Lutherans also fell under the ban of bis displeasure, 
and he banished them from the colony. 

Tbis b^oti7 aid much Wwatd rendertng Uie people dleaatisfied Willi the Bwiiy 
oftheditecwr, ardbutfbrtliemcuraionof the English, in 1664, they wo ■«, in 
^ ptobabiliy, have thrown off their allegiance, hy a civtl revolution. In the ei- 
change of pasters, however, there was little else than an eichange of lyranM, 
EeUgioua hitoleiance slill prevailed, under a new form. 

In 1703, Lord Cornbury, having taken refuge in Jamaica, 
from yeliow fever, (at that time epidemic, in New York city), 
occupied the residence of Rev. Mr. Hubbard, the Presbyterian 
minister of the place, which was courteously tendered him, by 
its occupant, as the best dwelling in the village. 

With characteristic ingratitude, he dispossessed this clergy- 
maa of his pulpit, in which he placed an Episcopal minister, 
whom, on his return to New York city, he ordered to occupy 
Mr. Hubbard's pEtrsonage. Twenty-six years elapsed, before 
the Presbyterians were able to recover possession of their 
church edifice. 

In 1707, Lord Combury imprisoned two Presbyterian clergy- 
men, in this county, for preaching without his license, and finally 
liberated them, on the payment of a fine of $500. 

During the Revolution, a majority of the inhabitants of this 
county took the oath of allegiance to Great Britain. British 
troops were stationed in different portions of the county, and 
the people were obliged to furnish them with large quantities of 
wood and provisions. 

There were nuuiy, however, whose hearts beat wilh true loyalty to the cause 
of Iheir country, and who rejoiced, when she sncoeed^ In throwing off the yoke 
of tbrelgn oppression. 

It was rather, perhaps, the misfortune than the &u1t of the people of Iliis 

enemy, they yielded (o a force they could not oppose. 

yet this was made a subject of reproach to them, and In 1784. alaiof 
£100,000 was leviea upon the southern district, to be appropriated, teacora- 

alile to lake an active part in the war ; and Queens county, in addition to her se- 
vere kisses from the British, was obliged lo atone Itor he( own misfortunes. 

Villages. North Hempstead, the seat of justice for the 
county, is situated near the southern boundary of the town of 
the same name. It is aa inconsiderable village, and was se- 
lected for the county seat, from its being the geographical cen- 
tre of the county. 

Flushing village, in the town of Flushing, situated at the head 
of the bay of the same name, is one of the most beautiful villa- 
ges in the state. It is afavorite summer residence of merchants 
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and others, from tlie city of New York, and has manj noble 
villaa and country seats. Population 2500. 

Its Bchooisareiiighly celebrated. St. Ann's Hall, afemale sem- 
inary of a high order, St. Thomas' Hall, ajid St. Paul's college, 
about three miles from the village, a collegiate school for boye, 
are among the most dietingui3ied. These schools are under 
the direction of.ihe Episcopalians. The Friends have also a 
flourishing semineiry , and there are several well conducted select 
schools. 

The nurseries and botanic gardens here, have long held the 
first rank in our country. The Linnean Botanic garden was 
established, by Mr. Prince, in 1750, and still maintains a high 
reputation, while the new nursery of the Messrs. Prince, the 
Bloodgood nursery, the Commercial garden and nursery, and 
the Floral and Pomolog-ical n.ursery, contend with it for the palm. 

In Ibis town is eUII slandlng the Bowne nuinsian. where Uie celebrsWd Geocgs 
Foi, the aposlle of the TiienSs, gienl miicll of his lime. Meat It stands the an- 
cieot snd veneraWe oak, under the canopy of which he ptoclaimed his views, 
with an elo^ence which won many liearts. 

Jamaica village, in the tomi of that name, is situated on the 
line of the Long Island railroad, twelve miles east from the city 
of Brooklyn. It is a beautiful village, with many fecilitics for 
intercourse with the adjacent towns. The railroad company 
have here a large manufactory, for the construction and repair 
of their cars. It also contains Union Hall academy, an old and 
flourishing institution, a female seminary of some reputation, 
and several select schools. The Union race course is within 
the limits of this town. Population about 2000. 

Hempstead village is delightfully situated, on the southern 
margm of the great Hempstead plain, in the town of the same 
name. For beauty and saluhri^, it has few equals The 
Hempstead seminary has a fine and costly edifice, and is in a 
flourishing condition. The village is a lavorite summei resort 
Population about 1800. 

There are several other villages in the town Eockaway 
beach, or Far Rockaioay, is a headland pro]e(,tmg Jrom the 
southern shore of the town, on which the restless surges of Jhe 
ocean beat, with ceaseless vehemence. 

Near Bockaway is a pleasant and thriving little village. 
Wear the Methodist church, stands a marble monument erected 
to the memory of 139 unfortunate emigrants, whose bodies were 
washed ashore from the wrecks of the ships Bristol and Mexico, 
in the winter of 1836-7. In these two melancholy shipwrecks 
915 persons were lost, 

Newtown, Astoria, Oyster Bay, Glen Cove, and Norwich, arc 
villages of some importance. Lloyd's neclt belongs to the town 
of Oyster Bay. 
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1. BrookhavQH, 1788. 0. Smithtown, 1788. 

9. Eaat Hampton, 17SS. 7. Soiitliampton, 178S. 

3. Huntington, 17S8. 8, Southold, 1788, 

4. Mip, 1788. 9, Riverhead, 1792. 

5. Shelter Island, 1788. 

Rivera, a, Connecticut creek, b. Niesiquogue River t '^ iinpiw anN 

creek, d. Conesqua Biver. v. Peconic. 
Says, ifc. E. Atlantic Ocean. D. Long Island Sound t Greit 

South Bay. e. Great Peconic. g. Gardiner's, j. Smithtown m 

Huntington's, n. Shinecock. o. Great West. 
Ponds, h. Ronkonkama, 
Mands, ffc. q. Fisher's, r. Gardiner's, a. Robbins'. t. Plumb. 

u. Shelter, p. Montauk point. 
Villages. Rivekhead. Sag Harbor. Greenport. 

BouNDAHiES. Nortli by Long Island Sound ; East and South 
by the Atlantic Ocean ; and West by Q,ueens coyiity. 

SuRpiCB, Toward the northern shore, the Burface is hilly 
and broken. The southern portion is level and sandy. There 
arenohills of considerable altitude in thecounty. "The Great 
Peconic bay, extending: nearly into the centre of iJie county, di- 
vides it into two peninsulas. 

Rivers. The county is not well watered. The Peconic, Con- 
necticut, NisBiquogue.'Sampawan'a andConesquariveraare tlie 
principal. 
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Bats, &c. Tlie Atlantic Ocean wiinliee its southern and 
eaetern shorea, and Long Island eound its northern. Its most 
considerable bays are Huntington, Smilhtown, Gardiner's, 
Great Peconic, tthinecock, Great West, and Great South bays. 

Ponds. Ronkoakama pond lies at the junction of the towns 
oflelip, Sraithtown and Brookhaven. 

Ibulrds. Shelter, (rardiner's, Fisher'sjRobbina', Plumb, ajid 
the GuU islands on the coast belong to this county. 

Climate. Similar to that of the Island generally. The pre- 
vailing winds Eire from the southwest. The atmosphere is at 
all times moist, and the cold of winter is aiicompanied by a de- 
gree of chilliness, which renders it unpleasant. The longevity 
of its inhabitants is greater, however, than that of any other 
portion of the state. 

Gbolooy aisd MiHEBALS. The geological formation of this 
county does not differ from that of the other counties of the 
island. 
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Ii is Um opinion of many eminent geologiBls, 




iland onto formed a pan of the coaal of Connei 
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il, and Ihal it was rent from 
tlie main, either by liie foice of Ihe waves, ot by some tonvulsion of nalare. 

Eemttcite. h:an pyrites, Hgnite, clay. EUiUble D>c making porcelain ware, mag- 
netic iron sand, and garnel, ate llie principal minerals. 

Soil and Vegetable PnooucriONS. Portions of the soil of 
this county are barren wastes of sand, producing little except 
pitch pine timber. Other portions on the southern shore are 
composed of sand dunes, or small hillocks of sand, affording no 
sustenance to any veget^le, except an occasional tuft of coarse 
grass. There are large tracts, however, of highly fertile land, 
which, manured with ashes, seaweed, and the fertilizing moss- 
bonlter, or whitefish, yield ample crops, lo repay the husbacd- 
Toan for hia toil. 

Tlie limber of tlie count)' is chief!)' pilcli pine, oali, hiclioty, chestnut and 
looiiEt. The bay l>erty, or wax niyrtJe, abounfla in Riverhead. 

PuRsci rs. AericTiltare is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitants. The preparation of lumber and wood, for market, 
occupies considerable attention, though less now than formerly. 
Corn aod oats are raised to some extent, and in some parts" of 
the county, there are extensive dairies. 

The fisheries also afford employment to many of the inhabit- 
ants. The whale fishery is extensively prosecuted from Sag 
Harbor and Greenport. A considerable number of vessels are 
employed in the codfisheriea, and numerous smacks, &c., in the 
coast fisheries. The entire amount of shipping, enrolled in thia 
district, in 1845, was 28,348 tons. 
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Tha manufactures o{ this county are not extenalve. Flour, 
woollen and cotton goods, and leather, are the most important. 

Staple Pbodoctiohs. Oil, fiah, corn and oats. 

Schools. ■ There are in the county 142 district school-houses. 
Theschoolsweremaintained, in 1846, nine months; 9117 chil- 
dren received instructioa, at a cost of Si7,953. The district 
libraries contained 19,728 volumes. 

There mare, In aadtUon, fbrtp-sii aeleol schools, wilh 634 pupils, eevea 
acBdemieB and one female Mminaiy, attendefl by 119 eohoMrs. 

Reuqious DENOMiKATions. Mcthodists, Presbyterians, Con- 
gregationaliata. Baptists, Episcopalians, UniversaJiats and Ro- 
man Catholics. There are seventy-nine churches, and eighty- 
two clergymen. 

History. This coun^ waa peopled mostly by emigrants from 
New England, and the inhabitants have retained, in agreat de- 
gree, to this day, their primitive simplicity of manners and habits. 

Southold waa the first town settied in thecounty, and the first 
to adopt a municipal organization, on the island. Its settlers 
removed here from New Haven, arid remained under the juris- 
diction of that colony, until it was included in the charter of 
Connecticut, inI662, after which, it became a dependency of that 
colony, till 1676, when Sir Edmund Andross insisting on his 
right to jurisdiction over it, the people submitted, somewhat un- 
willingly. 

Soutliampton and East Hampton were also included under the 
government of New Haven and Connecticut, until this period. 

Smithtown was purchased by Richard Smythe,of Narragan- 
eett, Rhode Island, who obtained a patent from Governor An- 
dross, in 1677, and removed here and founded a settlement. 
Gardiner's Island was settled by Lyon Gardiner, in 1635;* 
Shelterlslandinl653, by James Farrett and others; and Brook- 
haven in 1655, by emigrants, mostly from Boston, 

In I673,"CoIve, the Dutch governor of New Netherlands, at- 
tempted to reduce these towns to subjection to the Dutch au- 
thority at New Orange [New York]. This effort called forth a 
sharp remonstrance from John Winthrop, the Chen governor of 
Connecticut, and a spirited correspondence ensued, which re- 
sulted in a partial compromise, on the part of the E>utch gov- 

In 1674, however, the English sway was resumed, and in 
1676 the county came under the governm.ent of the colony of 
New York. In 1699, the pirate Kidd secreted a portion of his 

' Me. Oardlnei nas a man of fine education, and exerted a powei'ltil ioflu. 
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ill-gotten treasures on Gardiner's Island, in this county. These 
were seized by order of the Earl of Bellomont, the same year. 
During tlie revolution, the people of Sufiblk coimty were de- 
cidedly patriotic in their seiitimenta, and though under the dom- 
ination of the British, they maintained their alfection for their 
country, and consequently suffered severely from her enemies. 

It deserves lo be recorded, to Ibe honoc of East Hajnploo, that evety man la 
Uie lown, capable of beating arms, signed b eolemn pledge, on the OHiJuly, 177S, 



Oft the 21et of May, 1777, the British having collected a con- 
eiderable quantity of provisions and military stores at Sag Har- 
bor, General Parsons formed the design of destroying them, 
and committed the enterprise to Lieutenant Colonel Meigs. 

That officer proceeded directly to Guilford, but on account of 
the roughness of the weather, could not embark till tJie 23d, 
when he left Guilford, at one o'clock, P. M., with 170 men, in 
thirteen whale boats. They arrived at Southold about six 
o'clock, P. M., transported their boats over land to the hay, and 
arrived, at twelve o'clock at night, within tour miles of Sag 
Harbor, Securing their boats under a guard, they marched di- 
rectly for the village) and attacking the outpiists with fixed bayo- 
nets, they proceeded immediately to the shipping. 

An armed schooner, with twelve guns and seventy-nine men, 
lying here, fired upon them for thrse-fourtha of ein hour, but 
without effect Twelve brigs and sloops, (one of which was 
the vessel above referred to), 120 tons of hay, corn and oata, 
ten hogsheads of rum, and a large quantity of merchandise, 
were completely destroyed; six of the enemy were killed, and 
ninety taken prisoners. Not one of Colonel Meigs' force was 
either killed or wounded. 

At two o'clock in the ailernoon, he returned to Guilford, hav- 
ing been absent only twenty-flve hours. Congress voted a 
Bword to Colonel Meigs, and Washington addressed him a let- 
ter of thanks, through General Parsons. 

In retaliation for the capture of Major General Sitliman, by 
the British, in May, 1779, a party of twenty-five vohmteers set 
off from Bridgeport, Conn., on the 4th of November of the same 
year, to capture Hon. Thomas Jones, then judge of the supreme 
court, who was noted for his attachment to Great Britain. 
They succeeded in their object, and captured three other pris- 
oners. These were exchanged, in May, 1780, for Major Gen- 
eral Silliman, and other prisoners. 

On the 31st November, 17S0, Major Benjamin TaUmadge at- 
tempted an enterprise against Fort St. George, a British stock- 
ade post near Mastic, on the southern shore of the island, in the 
town of Brookhaven. Embarking at Fairfield, Conn., with 
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eighty men, he crossed the sound to Old Man's liavbor, where 
he remaiaed concealed through liie day, and at night marched 
for the fort, which he reached about two o'clock in the morning, 
and carried immediately, at the point of the bayonet, taking 
fifty-four prisoners, and destroying several vessels laden with 
stores. On his return he stopped at Corum, and burned three 
hundred tons of hay, which had been collected by the British. 
He arrivwi at Fairfield, on the evening of the 23d, with his pris- 
oners and booty, ivithoot the loss of a single man. 

In October, 1781, Major Tallmadge attacked Fort Slongo, 
a British post at Tredwell's bank, in Smithtown, and destroyed 
it, taking a number of prisoners. 

During the late war with Great Britain, the enemy repeatedly 
seized vessels in Long Island sound,- and on the coast, and 
either wantonly destroyed them, or demanded an exorbitant 
price for their ransom. In one of their incursions 'for tliis pur- 
pose, at Riverhead, in May, 1814, they were repulsed by the 
militia, with severe loss. 

Villages. Riverhead, the seat of justice for the county, is a 
small village on Peconic river. 

Sag Harbor, the largest whaling port in the state, Eind the 
most populous village in the county, is situated on the boundary 
line between Southampton and East Hampton, the larger por- 
tion of it being in the former town. Its site is sandy and sterile, 
but its harbor is excellent. It was first settled in 1730. 

In 1845 there were sixty-one ships and barks belonging to this 
port, engEiged in the wliahng business, employing a capital of 
more than $2,000,000, and a number of smaller vessels .in the 
home fisheries and coasting tra^e. It suffered severely, from 
B disastrous fire in 1845, but was soon rebuilt, in a better man- 
ner than before. Population 3631. 

Greenport, the terminus of tlie Long Island railroad, has 
sprung up since 1827, and has had a more rapid growth, than 
any other village in the county. It had twelve ships, engaged 
inthe whaling business, in 1845. Population about 1300. 

Huntington, in the town of the same name, is a small but an- 
cient village, vrith an incorporated academy. It has a fine 
harbor. 

Oyster Ponds, or Orient, and Southold, are growing settle- 
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Square Miles, 153, Population, VifiT. 

Organized, 1S8S, Vali 




1. CasUeton, HSS. 3. SouUifield, 1188. 

a. Norllifield, 1788. 4. Westlield, 1733. 

Says. A. New York Bay. a. The Narrows, b Arthur Kull Sound. 

c. Staten Mand Sound, q. Newark Bay. w. Raritan. x. Lower 



Forts. Tompkins, Eichmond, 

Villages. Kichmond. New Brighton. Tompkini 



Faefory- 

BooNDAEUES. North by Newark bay and Arthur KuU sound ; 
East by New York bay and the Narrows; South by the Lower 
bay and Raritan bay ; and Westby Staten Island sound. It em- 
braces Shooter's island, and the islands of meeidow on the west 
side of Staten island, 

SoRPACB. Richmond county is quite elevated and much bro- 
ken. There are a few mfles of mareh, however, on the west- 
ern coast, extending back from Newark bay. The northern 
shore of the island is very bold, affording some delightful pros- 
pects and beautiful sites for building, some of which are occu- 
pied. The aoutheaatern extremity is more level 

Bats, &c. New York bay on the north connects with New- 
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ark bay by means of tlie Arthur Kul! Bound. Staten igland 
sound, seldom exceeding half a mile in width, bounds it for fif- 
teen miles on the west. New York bay on the east is contracted 
at Signal hill into the Narrows which divide it into the upper 
and lower bays. That portion of the upper bay lying nortbeaet 
of the island is known as the quarantine ground, where vessels 
from warm climates are obliged to lie at anchor, under quaran- 
tine regulations, till permission is given by the healih officer for 
them to proceed to the city. 

Climate. The climate is lees subject to extremes than in 
meiny sections of the state. The eea-breezes moiierate alike the 
heat of summer and the oo!d of winter. Its inhabitants are 
healthy. 

Geology and Minebalogy. Slaten Island is based upon prim- 
itive rock, which rises near its centre into a ridge, running lon- 
gitudinally through it, with a breadth of from one lo two miles. 
Boulders of green-stone, sand-stone, gneks, granite, i&c., appear 
in some sections sparingly, but on the northeast part of the 
island in considerable abundance. 

aisalile, containfng reina of Oln, mniBOtfiuB, and alabaatcr, covers the gronile 
of the Tlilge. This upproacbes In man; places nltliin one and a. balf feet of the 
aur&oe. Brown banaStic iron ore, of a mipeiior quality, Is abundan^ as well as 
a granular oiide of b\>n. Chalcedony, jasper, lignite, crjslalized pyriteE, asbestos, 
amianlbus, dalamfle, Bruclle, GurhoHle, talc and serpentine, are the other prin - 

Tbere 

Soil and Vegetable Pbodocfions. The soil of the county 
with proper culture produces fair crops, particularly of oats, 
corn and grass. Land, however, commands a high price per 
acre, even when tttken in farms. 

Oak. blckory, w^nut, and chestnut trees e,re abundant on the ridge, but they 
are emalL and chiefly of after erowtb. 

PoRsniTs. The attention of the people is divided between ag- 
riculture, manufactures and commerce. Manufactures are al- 
most entirely confined to the dyeing and printing of cloths. 

Fisheries are a source of sustenance and profit to many of its 
inhabitants. Large quantities of fine oysters and clams, shad, 
herring and mossbonkers, or white-fish, are annually taken 
from its waters. 

Many of its citizens are engaged in business in the city of New 
York. 

Schools. The public school-houses are fourteen. The 
schoo.ls were taught in 1846 on an average ten months, and 
were attended by 1915 scholars. The wages ol teachers 
amounted to 85425; the libraries contEtined 4462 volumes. 
There are twenty-six private schools with716 pupils. 
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Religious dbwomi nations. Methodiats, Epieoopalians, Bap- 
tists, Dutiih Keformed and Roman Catholics. There are 
twenty-one chiJrchea and twenty-four clergymen. 

History. Staten laland was purchased from the Indians, in 
1630, by Wouter Van Twiiler, aa agent for Michael Paauw, 
one ofthedirectors of the Dutch Weatlndia Company, together 
with a large tract of land in Bergen county, New Jersey. Paauw 
named his " Colonie" Pavonia,* probably from Che abundance 
of wild turkeys, regarded by the first settlers aa a species of 
peacock. 

Por some reason, Paauw seems soon to have relinquiahedhis 
claim to the island, and it reverted to the company. In January, 
1639, David Pieterezen De Vriea, the pioneer in the settlements 
on the Delaware, commenced a colony oa the ialand. Through 
the short sighted policy of Governor Kieft, in regard to the In- 
dians, their revengeful disposition was roused, and in the ab- 
sence of De Vries, his colony was cut off. 

In 1641, Cornelia Melyn, an unprincipled adventurer, claimed 
the island wnder an alleged grant from the West India Compa- 
ny, and commenced a colony upon it, but the settlers were soon 
dispersed by the IndiEuia. In 1651, the Indians sold it again to 
Angustin Herman, aad in 1657, to the Baron Van Capellan, 
who founded a colony, which was brolten up by the Indians. 

In 1655, during Governor Stuyvesant's invasion of the Swe- 
dish settlements on the Delaware, the Indians made a descent 
upon Staten Island, and massacred sixty-seven persona, which 
must have embraced nearly the whole white population. 

In 1658, Melyn obtained the exclusive title to the island, and 
claiming to be independent of New Amsterdam, gave Governor 
Stuyveaantand the colonista much trouble. In 1659 he convey- 
ed his rights to the company. 

In 1664, the county, together with the rest of the colony, fell 
into the hands of the English, and soon became the home of 
numerous emigrants. In 1667, the first court of juatice waa 
eatabUshed here. In 1670, it was once more pureimaed of ihe 
Indians by Governor Lovelace. In 16B3, it contained 300 fami- 
lies. It was then organized as a county. Soon after ihis time 
it received an accession of inhabitants from the Huguenots, who 
fled from their native land on account ol persecution. 

On the fourth of July, 1776, Sir William Howe seized the 
island, and issued from thence his proclamations to the inhabit- 
ants of Long Island; and on the 22d of August, landedhia troops 
without opposition, on the Long Island shore, opposite South- 
field. The island was held by the Britiah, during the whole 
revolutionary struggle. 

'~ ~~ ~ - Piivonia aigiiifiee Ihe lend ofpeacock^. 
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On the 2lBt of August, 1777, Gen. Sullivan, with a force of 
about 1000 men, undertook an expedition against the English 
forces on Staten Island He captured about 150 prisoners, but, 
from the terror of the boatmen who conveyed hie troops to the 
island, he was pressed by the British and thirteen of his raeo 
killed, and the rear guard of one division numbering 136 men, 
taken prisoners, before they could effect a passage to the main 

In November, 1777, another surprise was attempted by Gen- 
ered Dickinson, and in the winter of 1779-80, a third by General 
Stirling; both were nnsuccessM. 

Preparatory to the war of 1812, Forts Tompkins, Richmond 
and Hudson, were erected at the Narrows, which completely 
command the eatranoe to the upper bay. On Signed hi!!, liack 
of the forts, is a telegraph, communicating with New York city. 

From the time that the English obtained possession of this 
island, up to the year 1833, a controversy had existed between 
NewYork and New Jersey, relative to the jurisdiction over it. 
Tliis controversy was at length happily terminated in that year, 
by coramissioners, who decided in favor of New York, but yield- 
ed to New Jersey the jurisdiction over a portion of theadjacent 
waters. 

Villages, &c. Richmond, the county seat, is a small viHage 
in the town of Weslfield, near the centre of the county, Cas- 
tleton, upon the Kills and New York bay, is the most hilly town 
in the county. The great beauty of the prospects, thesalubrity 
of climate, and purity of water which its great elevation secures 
and the convenience of acce^ to NewYork city, has within the 
last few years much increased the value of its lands. It has 
three considerable villages, all finely situated; Tompkinsville, 
New Brighton and Factoryville. 

Tbmpkinsviile contains three hospitals connected with the 
Quarantine depEtrtment, smd the country seat of the late Vice 
President, D. D. Tompkins. JVeie Bnghlon has a young ladies' 
seminary and a boarding school for boys. It is distinguished 
for its beautiful country seats. At Factoryville is an extensive 
dyeing and printing establishment 

In Abrf/yieid is located the " Sailors' Sni:^ Harbour," founded 
by Robert R. Randall, in 1801, who left for this purpose twenty- 
two acres of land, m the fifteenth ward of New York city. The 
principal edifice, with its wings, is 325 feet in length, and is 
usually the home of about 100 infirm and aged seamen. Con- 
nected with it is a ferm of 160 acres. An elegant n; 
the memory of the founder fronts the edifice. 
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.7. White Plains, nSS. 

!. Yookers, 1788. 

). iforktown, ilBS. 

20. NewCBBtle, 1791. 

ai. Lewiebotough, nSf 

22. Ossinsing, 1S45, 

ion of the Mattes' 

S. Croton. 



1. Bedford, ns3. 12. Poundridge, 1788. 

a. Cortland, nSS. 13, Rye, 1788. 

3. East Cbeatec, 1783. 14. Sciirsdale, 1788. 

4. Greensburgh, 1788. l-l. Somers, 1788. 

5. Harriaoo, 1788, 

6. Msmaroneck, 1783. 

7. Mount Pleasant, 1783. 
S. NewRochelle, 1788. 
9. North Caslle, 1788. 

10. North Salem, 1758. 

11, Pelham, 1788. 
Mountains. T. Southern 
Sivers, Src C. Hudson. B. East. S. Croton. a. Harlaem. 

e. Bronx, d. Sawmill creek. 
Boys, S(e. D. Long Island Sound, h. TappanRay. i. Haverstraw- 

k. Peekakill. 
Ponds, f. Croton, 
Porta. Fort Schujlcr. 

Battle-fields. Vetplank's Neck. Sionoy Point. White Plains 
Villages. White Plains, Beefoud, Sini^aing. Peeksltill. Tar- 

rytown. Dobb's Ferry. 

BocNDABiEs. North by 3?utnam county ; Baetby the stateof 
Connecticut and Lon^ Island Sound ; South by East river and 
Harlaemriver; West by the Hudson riror. 

Surface. The surface of Westchester county ia hilly, being 
broken by numerous ridges, generally of no great elevation. 
The general course of these ridges is li-om south-west to north- 
east. The Matteawan mountains enter the north-western 
comer of the county, and from thence cross the Hudson. 

A high ridge, forming the watershed of the county, passes 
from Mount Plesisant on the Hudson, eastward through New 
Castle, Bedlbvd, Poundridge and Salem, into Connecticut. 
The south-eastern portion of this county, upon the Sound, be- 
comes more level, 

RiTEHs, &c. The East river, and Long Island Sound wash 
the south-eastern shore of tlie county, and the Hudson the 
western. The other principal streams are the Croton river, 
which ftirniahes a supply of water to New York city, Bronx 
and Sawmill rivers, and Mamaroneck creek. 

Bays. Tappan, Haverstraw and Peekskill bays are only ex- 
pansions of the Hudson, upon the western boundary of the 
county. 

Ponds. Croton Pond is a beautiful little lake, five miles in 
length, formed by the Croton dam, which was erected for the 
purpose of forming a reservoir, for the water conducted to Nev/ 
York by the Croton aqueduct. 
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Railroad. The Harlaem railroad extends througli the 
county to its northern boundary. 
Climate. Its chmate is mild and healthy. 
Geology and Minerals. This county is wholly primitive in 
its formation, Gneies and primitive limestone are the prevail- 
ing rocks. 

The laUer rurnistieB in vast GbuDdance, an elcellent bunding material, which, 
uuder (he naDWofSingang marble, iEexlenelvel; used in NewYotk dly, Brook- 
lyn, Albany sna Tioy. It is liable, howevei. to become sfflined by the action of 
the Bflaair.owlnginpartte its containing minute grains of iron pyriles- 

MagneKe iron ore, iron and.eopper pyrites, green naJacbite, aulphuret of sine, 
galena, and other lead ores, native silver In email quantities, eerpentine, garnet, 
beryl, apatlts. ttemoUte, white pyroiene. chlorite, blecli tourmaline, SlDimanlte, 
monaitte, Brucite, epidolE aiid ephene. are the principal among Uie numerous min- 
erals found within Its borders. Peat is found abundantly, and of good quality, in 
Bedford, 

Soil and Vegetable Productions. Ae the county is based 
upon primitive rock, its soil is naturally at^rile, but by skillful 
huabaadry it has been rendered productive. It is not adapted 
to wheat: eummercrops succeed well, and by the useof plaster 
it yields good retiu'us in grass. Much of the Isind is devoted to 
the raisina; of market vegetables. 

The timber of the county Is principally oak, .chestnut, hickory, maple, be. 

PcRaorrs, Agriculture, and particularly Horticulture, is the 
pursuit of a majority of the inhabitants. But little wheat is 
raised; corn is extensively cultivated, and carried in large 
quantities to New York city, in the ear. 

Rye, oats, potatoes and turnips are also largely produced, as 
well as the garden vegetables adapted to the New York market 
The rearing of calvee, lambs, pigs and fruits for the same 
market, is also a source of great profit to the agnoultunots 
Butter and milk are aJso produced in considerable quantties 

Mamifactures. The facilities for manufacturing in this 
county are very generally improved, but there is not as much 
variety in the manufactures as in some other counties ol the 
state. Iron, woollen goods, flour, leather and paper are the 
principal articles. 

Commerce. A considerable coasting trade is carried on be- 
tween the ports on the Hudson and on the Sound, and New 
York city. Much of the produce of the county is also trans- 
ported to New York by the Harlaem railroad, and by steamers 
on the Hudson. 

Mines. Under this head we may enumerate the extensive 
marble qoarries at Singeing, Kingsbridge, and a copper mine 
in Mount Pleasant, Ibrmerly extensively wrought, but now 
abandoned; 

Staple Productions. Corn, oats, rye, pork, calves, lambs, 
fowls, garden vegetables, butter and milk. 
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Schools. Thero are in the county 149 district achool-hoiiBea. 
In 1846, schools were taught an average period of nine months, 
and 8512 cliildven received instruction, at an expense of nearly 
5f23,000. The number of volumes in the district Ittiraries was 
26.485. 

The same year Ihere were Bighly-nine private aciioois, wilb 1354acbolar8; five 
BcadejuiGe, and two t^uiale setntneiies, witb 19S pupfla, and 81. John's CelLege, a 
conegiBte school, wilh thirteen inElmctorB andllS siudenis, 

Rbllgiods Dbsominations. Methodists, Episcopalians, Pres- 
byteriaos, Friends, Baptists, Dutch Reformed, Roman Catho- 
lics, Congregationalists, and Universaliste. Total nunjDer of 
churches. 111; of clergymen, 101. 

HisTOflv. The first aelttement in this county was probably 
made in 1643 or 1643, by Mr. Throgmorton, and thirty-five asso- 
ciates, in the town of Westchester. . Mr. Throgmorton emigra- 
ted hither from New England, and commenced his settlement 
with the approbation of the Dutch, who named it Eaatdorp. 
The promontory on which Fort Schuyler now stands, received 
its name of Throg's point from this gentleman. In 1648, the 
territory now included in the town of Yonkers, was granted to 
Jonge Heer Van der Donk.* 

The boundary line between New York and Connecticut was 
the cause of almost incessant bickering during the Dutch and 
the earlier part of the EngUsh colonial administration. This 
settlement of Eastdorp, as well as others in this county, were 
claimed by Comiecticut. 

lo 1681, a settlement was made in Bedfowl, at a place called 
the Hop Grovind, under a Connecticut license, and in 1097, a 
patent was issued for the town by the Connecticut Colonial As- 
sembly. In 1700, however, the settlementwasattaehedtoNew 
York by order of Kiog William. A patent w^ granted to 
Frederick Philips, for the tract known as Philips^ patent, which 
was south of the Croton river, and was about twenty miles 
square. 

In 1639, Governor Leisler purchased the manor of Pelham, 
including the present town of that name and New Rochelle, 
from the heirs of Thomas Pell, to whom it liad been granted in 
1666, for the Huguenots, who fled hither from France, onacwjunt 
of persecution. 

Governor Leisler was warmly supported in his administration 
by the citizens of tliis county, sind particularly by those of East 
Chester. 

In 1697, the two tracts of land, known as the Cortland manor, 
lying in iliis county, and consisting of more than 86,000 acres, 
were granted to Stephanus Van Cortland. This patent, as 

■ Ptobahly AdtLjen Van iei Donk, fte -vurds Jonge Heer being merely tlia 
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aaual at that time, gave to the maiior the right of representation 
in the assembly. 

Paesing over the period from 1700 to 1775, during which few 
incidents of interest are recorded by historians, we find thia 
county deeply concerned in the events of the revolution. After 
the disastrous battle of Long Island, and the evacuation of New 
Tork city by the American army, in September, 1776, General 
Washington had entrenched himself in a strong position at 
Kingsbridge. 

Finding it impossible to dislodge him from this post, General 
Howe, the commander of the British ibrces determined to cut 
off his communicatioQwith the eastern provinces, and then, if he 
declined an engagement, to shut him up on the island of New 
York, or its immediate vicinity, whence it would be impossible 
for him to retire without serious loss. 

Accordingly leaving a sufficient ibrce in New York city, the 
British General emteirked wilJi a large body of troops, for 
Throg's point Landing there, and having remained a few days, 
to receive further reinforcemeofe, and remove obstructions from 
the roads over which he intended to pass, he marched to New 
Rochelle, where he left a corps of German troops, to secure the 
lower road leading to ConnecticuL He, himself, proceeded 
slowly and cautiously towards Wliite Plains, the post of the 
Highlands, which commanded the other road leading to the 

Meantime General Washington's army occupied a position 
parallel to and west of the river Bronx, extending from Kings- 
bridge nearly to White Plains. During the progress of the 
BriUah army, he sent out frequent parties to skirmish with the 
enemy, and time accustomed his troops to meet a Ibe, who had 
hitherto inspired them with dread. 

Upon their approach, however, the American commander 
called in al! his troops, and took a strong position near White 
Plains, on the west side of the Bronx. His right wing, being 
more exposed than the remainder of the army, was protected 
by a battery, erected on a hill, about a mile distant from the 

On the morning of the 2Sth of October, the English army ad- 
vanced in two columns, and having driven in the outposts, at- 
tacked tlie American camp. Perceivisfg the importance of the 
battery which protected the right wing of the AmericaJis, the 
British commander resolved to capture it. After a desperate 
conflict and severe loss on both sides, it was carried by the 
enemy. 

Night put an end to the conflict. Washington improved the 
interval in strengthening his entrenchments, and the nest morn- 
ing awaited an attack. The British, general delayed for further 
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veinforcements, and when these arrived, a storm prevented an 
engagement. 

Meantime, on the night of the 1st of November, Washington 
abandoned his encampment, and removed to a stronger position, 
near North Castle, some seven or eight miles north of White 
Plains, Finding it impossible to dislodge him from this, the 
British general withdrew from the pursuit, and determined to 
reduce the poets, still held by the Americans, in the neighbor- 
hood of New York city. 

The principal of these were Fort Washington, on New York 
island, and Fort Lee, on the New Jersey side of the Hudson. 
Despite Washington's efforts to prevent it, he succeeded in 
capturing both these forts, though not without severe loss, and 
the American general was compelled to retreat, with a con- 
stantly diminishing army, into New Jersey. 

In March, 1777, the Americans having collected a quantity of 
militaTy-BtoreBatPeekskill, General Howe sent a powerful ar- 
mament up the river, to destroy them. The American troops, 
finding it impossible to defend them, set fire to the stores and 
abandoned the place, leaving the British a barren victory. 

In August, 1777, while General Putnam's head quarters 
were at Peekskill, two noted British spies, Strang and Palmer, 
were detected in the camp of the Americans, and hanged at 
Oak bill, in the town of Cordand, near Peekskill village. Sir 
Henry Clinton interfered in behalf of the latter, hy sending a 
flag of truce, demanding his release. General Putnam's Feply 
was characteristic; it was as follows ; 

Head QuMtera, 7th August. 1777. 

Sir,— Nathan Palmer, a lieutenant in your king's service, was 
taken in my camp aa a spy, he was tried as a spy, he was con- 
demned eib a spy, and you may rest assured, sir, he shall be 
hanged as a spy. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISRAEL PUTNAM. 

His Excellency Governor Tryon. 
P. S. Afternoon. He is hanged. I. P. 

With a view of making a diversion in lavor of'G!eneral Bur- 
goyne, then closely besieged by General Gates, Sir Henry 
Clinton in October, 1777, ascended the Hudson with a force of 
between 3CMXI and 4000 troops, and landed at Vei^plank's point, 
a short distance below Peekskill. 

From thence he proceeded secretiy across the river and gain- 
ed the real; of forts Clinton smdMontgomery, in Orange county. 
By Ilia adroit meinceuvres he succeeded in deceiving GSeneral 
Putnam, and prevented his affording aid to those forts, which 
might have prevented their surrender. 

After the capture of the forts, the British again crossed the 
Hudson, burned Continental vilUige, where military stores to a 
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considerable amount had been deposited, and proceeded up tlio 
river to commit similar ravages upon the towns of the adjacent 
counties. They were, however, soon compelled to return to 
New York. 

During the whole war of the revolution, this oovinty was neu- 
tral groand between the two contending armies— file British 
lines being generally in the neighborhood of Kingsbridge, and 
those of the American army in the neighborhood of White 
Plains. 

The territory between these two armies was infested by a 
gang of maraodeis attached to each army. That belonging to 
the British army was principally composedof tones of the most 
infamous character, who were denominated " Cowboys." The 
American gang were equally unprincipled, and had received 
the title of" Skinners." The inhabilanta of Uie county were 
plvmdered by each in turn, and dispirited by their sufferings and 
losses, looked on all whom they met, as foes. 

It was in this county that in September, 1780, Andre was 
)n his return from the interview in which Arnold had 



The place ot his capUire waa in ihe.toivn of Greenaburgh, aboui afbuiUiofa 
mUenprtU of the village ofTarrytown, The namea of his taplcra were Isaac Van 
WBrt,JohnPaulfliiiganaravid WmianiB. They were railllia men, and bad been 
on an espefliUon to rescue some properly taken the previous night by the Cowboys. 

Tliey were concealed for Ibia object, when Andie, disguised as s citizen, passed 
on the fOad near them, on horaebaclt. 'Iheysraj^wdhlm. and,loaliig iiapresenca 
of mbid, be exclaimed, " Gentlemen, I hope you belong la our party." One of 
Ibem enquired, "what party r' Andre repUed, " the lower parly," Tbeyanswered 
"we do," and Andre at once declared himselfaBritfsh officer, on nrgent business, 
and begged to be suffered to proceed without delay. 

Paulding then informed hini Uiaitbey were Americans, and Andre immediately 
produced the pass with which Arnold had futniBhel bim. and profeased that hla 
fbrmer EtE[efflent|wai a t^lsebDod, invented 10 enable him la escape flromstre^ 
by the British patrolee. 

Their auBplciona, were, however, aroused, and they insisted upon searclung hhn, 
Bnd fOnnd papers In his stochingB. proving lits real character and bis pu^otea. Ha 

They delivered bim to their commanding officer, Colonel Jamieson, then sta- 
tioned at North Castle, who Irapnidenlly suffered him to apprise AmoU nf his 

wasaccordii^ly^iecutedatTappan, October Sd, 1780. 

Each of his captors were lemarded by Congretawilb aiSroi wonb S1350, an 
annuity of 1300 for life, and an elegant silvEI medal with the inscription on one 
side "Fidelity," and on the other "Amor vhicit PatriE,"— The love of country 

ViLuiRES. White Plains, one of the county seats, is a pleeisant 
village OQ the Bronx river. It haa an academy and a female 
Heminary, hoth in a prosperous condition. 

Beofohb, the other half shire village, in the town oi'the same 
name, is a small place, only important as being the county seat. 
It has a female seminary, 
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Singsing, in the town of Ossinsmg, is delightfully situated oil 
the bank of the Hudson. From the village, the prospect ol Hud- 
son river, forming' Tappan bay, in connection with the distant 
mountainB, euid the lofty wall ol' the palisades, is hardly sur- 
passed by any other in the Union. 

The Mount Pleasant academy and female seminary are both 
excellent institutions, well located, and occupying elegant 
edifices. 

The Croton aqueduct bridge, a noble structure, here crosses 
the Singsing creeit by a single arch of eighty-eight feet span, 
and is 100 feet in height. 

There are several extensive qijarries of marble, worked by 
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The female prison, qlBD of matWe, of the Ionic order, EtandB on elevated ground, 
HndbBa nearly 100 cells, besides apartinenn for tlie matron. JUI Uieee buildiiigB 
were erected Iiy (he convf cte. 

The name given to the town, Ossineing, is of Indian origin, 
and signifies "the place of stone." Population about 2600. 

PeeAsfri/i, in the town ol Cortland, is pleasantly situated on 
Peekskill bay, a beautiful expansion of the Hudson. It is famous 
for having been the head quarters ofboth Washington and Put- 
nam. The small one story house occupied by the latter, is still 
standing. The Peekskill academy, located on Oak hill, near 
the village, is situated but a short distance from the spot where 
the tory spies, Strang and Palmer, already mentioned, were 
executed. The village has some manufactures. Population, 
3,000. 

Tarrytown, in the town of Greenaburgh, is finely situated on 
the Hudson, and contains the Irving Institute, and the Green- 
bank female seminary, both schools of high reputation. The 
villag'e has some trade with New York city. Population about 
1000. 

The capture of Andre aeerlhis village, has been already noticed. Neariltooia 
the ^r fenned " Sleepy Hallow," whDEe legend, Waahii^refl Irving has rendered 

Mr. It? jng resLdeE about two mUea below the vDlage, in an ancient Dutch man- 
^on, known as the Van Tassel houae, which the fbrmer proprietor forfeited hy his 

New Rochelle is pleasantly situated on Long Island Sound, 
and is a favorite resort for the lashionable from New York, 
during the summer months. Its first settlers were Huguenots, 
who named it from their native residence, Rochelle, in France, 
Many of their descendants still reside here. It iias one male 
and two female boarding schools. Steamboats ply between the 
village and New York, daily. 

Dobb's Ferry is only worthy of notice from its historic interest. 
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1. Hurley, 1783. 0. Platlekill, 1800. 

2. Kingaton, 1788. 10. Shandalien, 1S04. 

3. Marbletown, 1788. 11. Wawarsing, 1806. 

4. Marlhorougb, 1788. 12, Eaopua, ISll. 

5. NewPalU, nS8. 13. Saugerties, 1811. 
8. Rocheater, 1788. 14. Olive, 1823. 

7. ShawanguQk, 17S8. IS. Rosendale, 184S. 

8, Woodstock, nS8. 16. Lloyd, 1845. 
M<malaiiM. P. Shawangunk 

termination of Eaatsbergs. 
Rivers, Src. C. Hudsoti river. 

f. Rondout. g. Wallltill river. 
Fallt. Honk'Bftlla. 
Lakes, k. Shin's lake. 
Battle Fields. Kingston. Wawarsing. 
Vitlagei. Kingston. Roniiout. Saugertiea, or Uieter, New Paltz. 

Wawarsinff. 



". Shawaiigunk. a. Esopus creek 
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Boundaries. North by Delaware and Greene counties ; Kast 
by the Hudson river ; South by Orange county ; and West by 
Sullivan county. 

Surface. Mountajnons The Shawangunk mountains enter 
the county from Orange, and traverse it in a north-easterly 
direction, for nearly tljirty miles, approaching the Hudson at 
Kingston. 

The Blue mountains, a continuation of the Allegany chain, 
enter the county from Sullivan county, and spread over ilewest- 
em section, mingling in the northern part with the Catskill 
range. They are said to nse, in some pkices, to the height of 
2000 feet Between these and the Shawangunk mountains, is 
a broad valley through which flows the Rondout creek, 

RivE&s. Beside the Hudson which washes its eastern border, 
the principal streams of the county are the Wallkill and Sha- 
wangunk rivers, and Esopus and Rondout creeks, with their 
tributaries. The Nevisink river also lakes its rise in thto county. 

Falls. The Rondout, at Honk's feUs, descends by a suc- 
cession of cascades, 200 feet, sixty feet of which is by a single 



Lakes. In the northern and western section of the county 
are several small lakes or ponds. One of the most important 
of these is Shin's lake, the source of one of the tributaries of 
EaopuH creek. 

Canals. The Delaware and Hudson Canal extends through 
the county. 

Climate. The mountainous districts are somewhat cold and 
subject to early frosts. The climate in the valleys is mild and 
delightful. The county is considered salubrious. 

Geology aho Mihehals. Nearly the whole county belongs 
to the transition formation, being based upon slate, which ia 
overiaid with limestone. The primary rocks, particularly gran- 
ite, occasionally appear on the surface, but only in beds of small 

The minerala are blue limestone, conialuing foraila, much used se a building 
nislerial; hydraulic lime of fine qualilj'. and in great abundance; excellent laar- 
bte ; inail, elate, sulphur, alum, plumbago, (usually called black lend,) zinc ore, 
Mveral of Ihe mineral pigmenlB, miUatones, raid to be little iriftrkir to Uje French, 
peat, &c. There are also several sulphur springs of some celebrity, A number 
oT skeletons of the mastodon have been discovered tn this county. 

Son, AND Vegetable Productions. The soil varies with (he 
surface, being barren upon the mountains, fertile on the lower 
hills, and composed of a deep vegetable mould, of eshaustless fer- 
tility, in the extensive valleys. The application oi'marl, which 
is abundant in the county,wouldrender those portions naturally 
sterile, h^hly productive. It is well adapted to grazing. The 
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timber of the county is oalt, liickory, black walnut, pine and 
hemlock. 

PoBsnira, A majority of the inhabitants are engaged in dg-- 
liculture. More attention ia devoted lo the rearing of cattle 
and to the dairy, than to the grain culture, although corn, oats, 
and buckwheat are raised in considerable quantities. 

Manufactures are also a popular pursuit. The manufacturea 
of the county amounted, in 1845, to nearly two and a half mil- 
lioQB of dollars. Leather, lumber, floiir, iron, cotton and 
woollen goods, hydraulic cement, oil, paper, furniture, white 
lead, and distilled and malt liquors, are the principal articles 
manufactured. 

Commerce. The Delaware and Hudson canal brings to tide 
water immense quantities of coal and lumber, most of which is 
shipped for New York, and other ports. This business gives 
employment to about 600 canal boats, and eighty sloops and 
Hchoonera. Several steamboats are also owned in the county, 
and ply between the ports on the Hudson and New York city. 

Mines. The quarries of marble and limestone furnish em- 
ployment to considerable numbers. 

Staple PBonocreioNa. Butter, corn, oats, buckwheat, wool, 
and lumber. 

Schools. There were in the county, in 1846, 191 district 
achoolhouses, in which Bchools were taught an average period 
of nine months each. 11,547 children received instruction at a 
cost for tuitionof about J|I20,000. The district libraries contain- 
ed 26,780 volumes. 

pupils; two scadeniieB and two tbmale seininariea wiltl 135 pupiie. 

REuaions Denom(nations. Dutch Reformed, Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Friends, Episcopalians, and Roman 
Catholics. There are seventy churches, and sixty-one clergy- 
men, of all denominations. 

History. A trading house, or fort, was probably erected in 
this county as early as 1615 or 16, in the neighborhood of Kings- 
ton. At how early a period settlements were made in other 
sections of the county ia uncertain. The frequent referencea to 
the settlements at Eeopus, as the vicinity of the fort was called 
in the Dutch records, show that it had early become a location 
of some importance. 

Bitualed aboul midway between the city of New Amsletdam and the colony 
relations with each oliier, and with the IndianB, It was more eiposed to Indian 

In 1657, Vander Donk, the ex-attorney general, who resided 
at EsopuB, slew a aquaw for stealing peaches from his garden, 
and her tribe revenged the murder by itilling several of the 
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white settlers. From this ^id other causes imicii ill feeling: 
arose between the natives and the settlers, and in June, 1663, 
the Indians made a descent upon the settlement, and liilled and 
carried captive sixty-five persons. 

Circumstances rendered it probable that a conspiracy had 
been formed by the Indians to extirpate the Dutch colonists. 
Governor Stuyvesant summoned the magistrates of Che differ- 
ent towns, to consult with him relative lo measures of defence. 
Their views not coinciding with his own, he repaired to Esopus, 
and took the field in person against the savages, who, on the 
approach of Martin Creigier, one of his captains, had fled to the 
mountains. 

Sending out parties of wary and experienced soldiers, Gov. 
Stuyvesant not only kept them in check, but destroyed most of 
their mountain fastnesses, and so far subdued them that they 
asked for a truce, and, on the 15th of May following, a treaty 
of peace was concluded with them. 

Wawarsing and some of the adjacent towns were settled by 
the Huguenots, in the latter part of the seventeenth century, or 
the beginning of the eighteenth. 

The convention, wliich formed the first constitution of tlie 
state, met at Kingston, in a chamber of the house of Mr, James 
W. Baldwin. 

In October, 1777, during Sir Henry Clinton's expedition up 
the Hudson, for the relief of General Burgoyne, he despatched 
General Vaughan to Kingston. He landed and burned the 
village, at that time the third in the state for wealth, popula- 
tion, and elegance. Only one house escaped the flames. Sev- 
eral toriee were executed at Kingston during the Revolution. 

In 1778, two men, Anderson and Osterhout, were taken cap- 
tives by the Indians, and carried toward Einghamton. On 
tJieir way they succeeded in killing their captors, and, after 
almost incredi)le hardships, returned to their houses in the 
town of Wawarsing, 

In May, 1779, a party of Indians descended upon a small set- 
tlement of the Huguenots, on (he Fwitine kill in Wawarsing, 
and killed eleven of the inhabitants and burned several dwell- 
ings. They were pursued by Colonel Cortlandt with his regi- 
ment, but without effect. Soon after, anotlier family were 
killed in the same vicinity. 

In August, 1781, a lai^e force of Indians and lories, some 400 
or 500 in number, made an attack upon the village of Wawar- 
sing, and burned and plundered it. The inhabitants had had 
timely warning and were in the fort. The Indians in this expe- 
dition took but one scalp, while several of their own number 
were killed, and but for the tardiness of Colonel Cantine, they 
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might have been eignallj' routed. Other similar occurrences 
took place in some of the other towns of the county, 

ViLLsQES. Kingston, the county seat, is pleasantly situated 
on a plain, three miles west of the landing on the Hudsoa. The 
Keopus creek flows through the village. It was anciently called 
EsOpus, and, as has been already noticed, was early settled by 
the Dutch. 

It was burnt by the British in 1777,, but soon re-built. It has 
considerable trade with New York, and some manufactures. 
Its business is not concentrated upon one street, but scattered 
over the whole village plat. It has a flourishiug academy, and 
a female seminary. Population 2500. 

Sondout, also in the township of Kingston, is situated on the 
Rondout creek. It is the place of deposit and shipment of the 
coal and lumber, brought to the Hudson, by the Delaware and 
Hudson canal. Nearly 200,000 tons of coal, and several mil- 
lions of leet of lumber, as well as large quantities of hydraulic 
cement, and quick lime, are annually exported from this port. 
A steam ferryboat plies between this place and Rhihebeck, in 
Dutchess county, and also one to Eddyville, in this comity. 
The United States Government have erected a light house 
here. Population about 1800. 

Eddyville, tu the same town, is a small but thriving manu- 
facturing village. 

Ulslerville, in the town of Saugerties, is a village of recent 
growth, being founded in 1826, and incorporated in 1831. Its 
immense water power, derived from the falls on Esopus creek, 
has rendered it one of the most flourishing manufacturing vil- 
lages in the state. 

There is > a extensive rolling and slitting mill here, employ- 
ing 350 workmen. Axes, paper, white lead, starch, and bricks 
are also manufactured in large quantities. A beautiful bridge, 
with one arch of360 feet span, crosses the Esopus creek in this 
village. A steamboat, and several sloops, ply between the 
village and New York. Population, 3500. 

New Paltz, is a smalt but thriving agricultural hamlet. It 
has a flourishing academy. New Paltz landing, now included 
in the town of Lloyd, is a pleasant village, nine miles from the 
village of New Paitz. 

IVawarsing and Nayonoch, in the town of Wawarsing, are 
places of some historic interest. 



: I, Google 



IX. DUTCHESS COUNTY. 




H.*. I, Google 



DUTCHESS COUNTY, 



1. Amenia, 17S8. 10. Stanford, 178S, 

2. Beekman, 1788. II. Dover, 1807. 

3. Clinton, 1788. 19 Redhook, 1812, 

4. Fishkrll, 1788. 13. Milan, I81S. 

5. Northeaat, 1788. 14. Hyde Park, IS^l. 

6. Pawling, 1788. 15. LaGrange, 1321. 

7. Poughkeepaie, 1778. lb Pleasant Valley, 1321. 

8. Rhinebeck, 1788, 17 Pine Plains, 18J3. 

9. Washington, 1788. S3 Unionvale, 1837. 

Mountaina. F.F.Highlands. T Maiteawdn, or IishkilL Moun- 
tains, U. TaghWanio range, e. Old Beacon f Mew Beacon, or 
Grand Sachem. 

Riners, Creeks, *c. C, Hudson mer a Ten Miie creek, b. 

Fishkill. c, Wappinger's. 
Lakes, Sfc. g. Stissing's Pond, h Whale) s 
Villages. PoDGHCEEPSiK, Fishkili, Matte^w^n, Fishkill Landing, 

Pleasant Valley, Hyde Park, Rbmebeek 

Boundaries, Norft by Columbia county ; E^t by the state 
of Connecticut; South by Putnam county ; and weetby Hudson 
river. 

Surface. The surface is diveraified, but generEilly moun- 
tainous, or hilly. Two great valleys intersect the county ; the 
eastern bounded by the Taghkanic and the Matteawan, or Fish- 
kill mountains ; the western, lying between the latter and the 
high banks of the Hudson river. Beside these, there are nu- 
merous rolling ridges of less elevation, run ning through the 
valleys parallel to the mountain ranges. 

The mountains rise in some places to the height of about 
1700 feet. The river range presents some of the highest peaks 
of the Highlands. The Old Beacon, near the Fishkill landing, 
is 1471 feet, and the New Beacon,* or Grand Sachem, half a 
mile farther south, 1685 feet, above tide water. The prospect 
from the top oft latter is very extensive and beautiful. 

Rivers, &c. The principal streams are, Ten Mile, Fishkill, 
Wappinger's, and Crom Elbow creeks, with their tributaries ; 
several of the smaller -ttr- ams also poasesa valuable mill sites. 
The Fishkill is about twenty miles in length, Wappinger's creek 
is about thirty-five miles long, 

Cumate. The climate is agreeable and heaUhful, though, 
from lie elevations of some portions of the county, it is colder 
than some of the adjacent counties. 

Geology ano Mihebaloqt. The eastern part of tlie county 
is primitive. Granite and gneiss are the prevailing constituents, 

• ThGse niQuniains racoived their namea froai ibt signal fitea lil upon aielr lops 
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West of these, the country belongs to the Taconic eyatem ; 
elate and limeetone being the principal underlying rocks, and 
frcQuently cropping out upon, the surface. 

The county abnunda in mineiaLs. Ii*jn ote, of rare puttty and in eMraoIdi- 
nacy abundance, exists on Uie weelem ilopas of Uie mountains : both Uie bema- 
litlc and magnetjc ores occur in die county. Lead and line are also found in 

of tlie couniy. Gamet, green actloolita, talc, antiiopliyllite. granular epidoie. and 
Gilibsite are tlie Dlfaei principaJ niinenili. 

In Dover is a cavern wbich, from its abnort perftol Gothic atcb, lias received 
the name of "016 Smne Cliuroh." 

Soil and Veqetable Psoductiohs. The soil in general, is 
very fertile, though portions of tlie mountainous districts are 
somewhat sterile. 

Gypsum is loo mucli reliefl upon as a ferliliiing agent, while the equally valu- 

iB however tailing place in liiis respect. The timber is principally oaliand chest- 
nul with some hickory. The county ia well adapted to t&e rearing of cattle and 

PuHEOiTS. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitants of this county. In the production of corn and oata, it 
stands first in the state, and maintains a respectable rank in the 
production of other grains. In ilie growth of wool and the pro- 
duction of butter, it occupies a high rank; in ijhe number of 
its swine too it exceeds any other county in the state. Flax and 
potatoes are also raised in great abundance. 

Manufactures. Dutchess county is extensively engaged in 
manufactures. The most important articles are cotton and 
woollen goods, including prints, iron ware, fiour, malt liquors, 
cordage, leather, oil, paper, &c. The entire value of manufac- 
tured products in 1845, exceeded two and half millions of dol- 
lars. 

Ciimmerce. The whale flshery is prosecuted from Pough- 
keepsie, and employs several large ships. Some eight or ten 
steamboats, and a considerabie number of sloops, schooners and 
barges, are employed in the coasting trade. 

Mines, ifc. In Beekman, Dover, Fishkill, and Pawling, are 
extensive iron mines; in Fishkill a large mine of Plumbago; in 
Dover extensive Quarries o!' white and black marble; aod in 
Poughkeepsie numerous and extensive lime-ldlns. 

Staples. Corn, oats, butter, wool, beef, and pork. 

Schools. In the county are 211) district school-houses, in 
which, in 1846, schools were maintained an average period of 
nine months. liJ,854 children received instruction at an ex- 
pense for tuition of about 9f27,963. The district hbraries con- 
tained about 28,000 volumes. 

There were also inlhe county, eighty-three private schools, with I1B5 scholars; 
tbur aeadcmieB, and (wo female EeminariiS, ividi 388 pupils, snl one collegiate 
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Keligioob Denomlnationb. Methodists, Friends, 
Presbyterians, Dutch Reformed, EpiBCopEdians, Congregatioo- 
alists, Roman Catliolics, Universalists, and Unitarians. Tiiere 
are 103 churclies, and ninety-four clergymen of all denominationa 
in the county. 

History. The precise period when Dutoheen county was 
first aetlled, does not seem to be satisikctoriiy ascertained. The 
first settlement was made at Fishldll, by the Dutch. In 1683, 
the number of its inhahitanEB was sufficient to authorize its or- 
ganization, as a separate county. It was howevep very small, 
Eind, for nearly 20 years, was considered in the light of a depen- 
dency upon Ulster county. 

In 1689| its inhabitants, Uke those of Ulster, took part against 
Leisler, but afterward submitted to his administration. 

A large tract, extending irom the Hudson lo "the Oblong," 
and some eight or. ten milefi in width, comprising part of the 
towns of Hyde Park, Pleasant Valley, Washington, and Ame- 
nia, was granted to nine proprietors at a very early date, prob- 
ably about the commencement of the eighteenth century. It 
was called the " Great Nine Partnera." 

In 1711, one Ricliard Sackett lived on this tract, aud with hie 
family remained the only settlers upon it till 1724, when some 
German families, from the East Camp, on Livingston's Manor, 
in Columbia county, removed here. 

In 1702, the first house was built in Poughkeepsie by Myndert 
Van Kleek, a Dutchman, and one of the early emigrants to the 
county. 

In 1731, the boundary difficulties which had long existed be- 
tween New York and Connecticut, were terminated by a com- 
promise; Connecticut relinquishing to New York a tract called 
"the Oblong," lyingmostly inthis county, and containing about 
60,000 acres, in consideration for which, she received a tract oa 
[he eouthweatem corner of her territory, extending into West- 
chester county. 

Two patents were issacd for "the Oblong," one in London 
the day after the settlement, to Sir Joseph Eylea and others, 
the other in New York, some few months later, to Hawley 
& Go. These two patents were the subject of much litigation, 
and the source of no small amount of party animosity. 

In 1741, several families from Connecticut emigrated to the 
northern part of the county. About the same time a considera- 
ble number of Friends from Long Island settled in the eastern 
section. 

In the troublous times which preceded the Revolution, Dutch- 
ess county took the side of liberty, and furnished from among 
her citizens, s'jme of the most brilliant and useful actors in tiiat 
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fearful conflict. Sueh were Montgomery, the hero of Quebec, 
the Sohencka, and othera of imperishable renown. 

During ttie revolutionary war, a part of the American armjf 
were etationed for a coneiderable time at Fishkill, under the 
Command of General Putnam, and afterwards of General Par- 
Bona, Their- harvacke were about half a mile south of the 
village.* 

ViLLAQEi. PoDGHKEBPaiB, t!ie couuty seat, in the town of the 
same name, is finely situated on the elevated bank of the 
Hudson, about equally distant from New York and Albany. 
During the Revolutwn, and after ita close, ihelegielatureol'tho 
etate frequently held its aeaaiona here. The ^Invention of the 
state, which adopted the Federal Constitution, also met here in 
X788. The building occupied by that body has aince been used 
as a brewery. 

Poughkeepaie is regularly laid out, and has many elcgEint pub- 
lic and private buildings. It has considerable commerce with 
New York and other home porta. 

It is also largely engaged in manufactures. Of tliese, ma- 
chinery, malt liquors, flour, carpets, cutlery, fire arms, silk, 
piud, iron and brass ware, sash and blinds, and bricks in large 
quantities and of superior quality, and the principal. 

The Poughkeepaie collegiate school ia a fine institution, un- 
Burpassed in the beauty of its situation, and the elegance of its 
edifice. This building is 77 by 137 feet, modeled after the Par- 
Iheaoii at Athena, and surrounded by a massive colonnade. 
Its coat, exclusive of the ezlensive and beautiful grounds, was 
§40,000. TheDutchess county academy, also located in tlie 
village, is an excellent chartered institution. Beside these there 
are four female seminaries. Population about 9000. 

ftsiiMU Landing, in the town of Fisbkill, ia situated on the 
Hudson, directly opposite Newburgh. It has much delightful 
BCenery, and is a place of considerable trade. Population about 
1000. 

FishkiU Village, in the same town, is a picturesque and beau- 
tiful hamlet- The Fiahkill academy, located here, is a flourish- 
ing chartered institution. Population 800. 

Malteawan, in the same township, is an important manufactur- 
ing Village. Large quantities of moleskins, beaverteens, andfus- 
tians are produced here. It has also an extensive iron and 
brass foimdry, several machine ahops, flouring miiia, euid other 
manufactoriea. The Highland Gymnasium, a celebrated board- 
ing Bcbool for boys, ia located here. Population about 2000. 

jwn of PishklU, Euoch Crosby Ihc pedlav 
'a novel, "The Spj,") was .MnflneS, and 
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GiejiAam and Franklindate, in the same 
ing manufactarins Tillages. 

Pleasant Valley, on Wappinger's creek, in the town of the 
same name, is a manufacturing village of some importance. It 
is principally engaged in the manufacture of cotton goods. 
Population 700. 

Hyde Pixr/cis a beautiful Tilla£;e, situated on the Hudson, and 
has some commerce and manufactures. Population 700. 

Jihinebeck, in the Iowa of the same name, is a large and thri- 
ving village, withseveral manufactories. The Rhinebeck acad- 
emy is a highly flourishing institution. Population 1300. 



X. ORANGE COUNTY. 




1. Cocnwall, 1788, 
3. Goshen, 1788. 
3. Minisink, IISS. 
i. Montgomery, 178 



5. Newburgh, 1788. 
0. New Windsor, I7S 
7. Wallkill, 1788. 
9. Warwick, 17SS. 
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13. Mount Hope, 1S25. 

14. Hamptonburgh, 1330. 
11, Monroe, 1109. 15. Ctiest«r, 1845. 

13, Cviiwford, 1S33. 

Mountaim, Sfc. T, Mafteawan, P. Shawangvink, d, Bare, e. 

Crow's Nest, L Butter Hill. 
Sivers. Sre. C. Htidaon. H, Delaware. R, Nevisiiik. V, Sliaw- 

angunk. g. WoUkiU- a- Murderer's Creek, 
ioAes,, ^e. i. Long Pond, h. Drowned Lands, 
J*lij-(s, Weat Point. Clinton. Montgomery. 
Battle Helils. MinisiRk.- Montgomerj and Clinton. 
Colleges. Woat Point Military Academy. 
Villages. Newbukgh. Gobhen. West Point, Montgomery, 

BouNDABcES. North by Svjllivan EUid Ulster coimlies ; East by 
Hudson river and Rockland county ; South by Rockland county 
and the state of New Jersey; and west by gwllivan county and 
the Delaware river. 

SuHFAOE. Mountains, hills and plains divet^ify the surface of 
this county. The Matteawan mountains, or Highlands, cross 
its southeastern border diagonally; the Shawangunk range 
stretches along its western bountoy ; and, parallel to them, 
run a chain of low hills called Comfort hills. Between these 
and the Highlands extends a leVel valley, with occasional 
marshes. 

Upon the banks of the Hudson, in tMs county, are some of 
the behest points of the Highlands. Bare mountain is 1350 
feet, the Crow's Nest 1418 feet, and Butter Hill 15S9 feet above 
tide water. The eastern face of the latter is an almost perpen- 
dicwLir precipice. 

Rivers. Beside the Hudson, which forms a portion of its 
eastern boundary, the principal streams are the Wallkill (or 
Waalkill), the Shawangunk and Nevisink rivers, and Murder- 
er's creek. The WalUdll, for about twenty miles of its course, 
flows through a marsh, known as the "Drowned lands." The 
Delaware river just touches a portion of the western boundary. 
FoNna. In tlie aouti part of the county are several ponds of 
considerable size. Long pond, on the New Jersey line, is the 
largest, and is some nine miles in length. 

Railroads and CAtJALs. The New York and Brie railroad 
passes through the county, affording- a. daily communication 
with New York city, while the Dela(vare and Hudson canal 
crosses its western border. 

Climate. The climate of the county is mild and agreeable. 
In the vicinity of the Drowned lands, fevers prevail in autumn; 
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but tile county geneTBlly is remarkably liealthy< The spring 
opens about two weeks earlier ttian in thecountieswcEt of it. 

Geology and Minerals. The BO^rtheastevn portion of the 
county, including the Highlands, is of primitive formation, and 
contains granite, aienite, hornblende, and primitive limestone. 
The remainder belongs to the transition system, being chiefly 
composed of slate, limestone and graywacke, of which the first 
and last are mostly found on the hills, and the second underlying 
the valleys. The Shawangunk mountains are composed mostly 
of graywacke, in which the millstone grit prevails. 

It abounds in minerals of rarity and value. In the towns of 
Monroe and Canterbury, are vast beds of magnetic iron ore. 
Hematitic iron ore is also abundant and of excellent quahty. 

of extmordlDsr; b«Bulr ; liufl Labradoiile, a new nilaeral ; llmeDlte, a rare snd 
inteteeUng mineral, ftHind more abundantly here iten in any older known local- 
ity ; liroon, apaiite, fibrous epiflote, lourmsBne, serpentine, Clinlonite, BoUonile, 

llornblende,and many oUiere of IBEH io "" ' ' ' 



n 1845. TlK looaUly had evidently once 
the aninist in atlenpting To cioss it; had sank in the mud, and 
rlcaie hiineelf. His length Is staled at thirty-lhree feet ; lengOi 
Ifingth of Eliull three feet ten Inches ; we^ht of head and luska 



Son, AND Vegetable Productions. The soil is chiefly clay 
and gravelly loam, and is for the most part fertile, but bettw 
adapted to grazing tlian i^ the culture of grain, except the ailu- 
vial lands in the southern part. The vast marah of the Drowned 
lands, when drained, f«rnishes a soil of great depth and fertility, 
and is annually covered with the most luxuriant vegetation. 

The timber of tlie county la principally oak, cheBinul, hicknry. maple, black- 
wsldut, elm, ftc. The county produces applee and other frott In peitBclion, anS 
H great variety of Uie natural gtastsa. Owing to the rapid and precipitous 
course of the WallkiH, befbre entering the Drowned lands, and tta slugglsli pro- 
gress through [hem, many plants, belonging to a mote southern dimale, are found 

Pursuits. AgriatUitre mainly engages the attention of the 
inhabitants. Orange county stands in the first ranlt among the 
dairy counties of the state. More than 4,100,000 pounds of but- 
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ter were made iri 1845, and about seven and a half millinis of 
quarts of milk sent to New York city, tlie same year. Large 
quantities of wool and pork are produced. Coneiderabie atten- 
tion is also paid to the raising of corn, oats, rye and buckwheat. 

Horticulture, and especially market gardening;, is reaeiving 
increased attention. 

Manufactures also furnish employment to a considerable nmn- 
ber of the citizens of the county. The principal articles are cot- 
ton and woollen goods, flour, distilled and malt liigoors, leather, 
iron, oil cloth and paper. In 1845, these amounted to nearly 
82,000,000 in value. 

Nevrfiurgh has considerable coinitterce with Now York. 
Much of the produce of the county is also transported to that 
city by means of the Delaware and Hudson canal and the Erie 
raih-oad. 

Mines, The iron mines in tlie towns of Monroe and Corn- 
wall, are scarcely surpaased in value by any others in the state. 
Iron mines were worked in the county as early as 1751. 

Staple Probuctions. Butter,milk, pork, wool, corn and oats. 

Schools. There are in the coimty 180 district school-houses. 
The average length of the schools, in 1846, was nine months. 
11,847 children, received instruction, at a cost, for tuition, of 
^6,672. There were in the district libraries 27,629 volumes. 

In addilign to UieM, Ihere vete tn Iba cmmly sevenly-two private achooia, wllh 
133!> scbolara. sight academies, and one female eemlnary, wiib 528 pupils, end one 
miliOty academy, wllh about 850 cadets. 

R.EL10I0U3 DEMOMWATLONa, Presbyteriaiis, Mcthodists, Dutch 
Reformed, Baptists, Friends, Bpiscopaliane, Roman Catholics 
and Congregationalists. There are ninety churches and ninety- 
five clergymen of all denominations, 

HisTORy. It seems to be uncertain at what date the first set- 
tlements were made in this county ; but from the early date of 
the settlement at Esopus, (Kingston), in the adjacent county of 
Ulster, and the advantages afforded by the soil and surface of 
Orange, both to the ao^ricultoralist and the trapper, it may be 
reasonably concluded, that the Dutch emigrants located them- 
eelves in the county, at a very early period. 

In 1659, the mineral wealth of theeounty had been 60 far ex- 
pbred that mines of copper were extensively wrought, probably 
either in Deerpark or Minisink. The ore was exported to Hol- 
land, and with it a large quantify of iron pyrites, which tlie in- 
habitants of the county mistook for gold. 

In 1689 a bloody battle was fought, in the town of Minisink, 
between the whites and Indians. 

The comity was organized in 1683, and then included Rock- 
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Imid. A delegate from llie county sat in the colonial liouse of 
assembly, organized far the first time that year. 

In 1689 the citizens embraced the cause of Leieler, and eeot 
deputies to a convention called by liim. Under the colonial 
government the delegates from Orange county were remarka- 
ble for their firm adherence to the principles of liberty. At the 
commencement of the revolution, a majority of the people em- 
bariied with zeal in the cause of their country. 

Early in the revolution, Forta Clinton and Monlgomery were 
erected, by the Americans, in the southeast part of this county. 
They were separated from each other by a small stream, tke 
boundary line between two towns ; Fort Clinton being in Mon- 
roe, and Fott Montjifoniery in Comwail. 

Tbey wei e intended to prevent the British from ascending 
.the river, and in addition to other obstructions in the river, an 
iron chain was extended from Fort -Montgomery to a point on 
the opposite side, in the county of Putnam. These fbrtiflcatioiis 
were under the command of Gen Israel Putnam 

In October, 1777, Sir Henry CImton be d tern ned to af- 
ford Buecor to General Burgoyne as end d the e th a 
force of more than 3000 troops atta ked a d a ned by torm 
both these forts, after a brave and p oloiiged es stan e on the 
part of the garrison (which con sted of only GOO n e ) and, 
breaking the chain, proceeded up the TheB t h lost in 

this attack about 250 men, and tl e ga a ea Ij ti e same 

number. 

The ensuing year the fort and batteries at West point, (a 
much more eligible position) were erected," and a larger chain 
etretehed across the Hudson, from that fortress to Constitution 
Island, under the direction of Captain Machin. 

The construction of the Ibrt and batteries was eutruatcd, it is 
said, to French engineers, belonging to the army of Count Ro- 
chambeau. The work was superintended by Kosciusko, a Polish 
nobleman, of thorough military education, whose love of liberty 
had led him to espouse the cause of our country. 

After the erection of this fortress, and the estension of the 
new chain across the river, the British never attempted to pass 
it. The possession of so important a post, was to them, how- 
ever, anobject of great solicitude; and, in 1780, they had well 
nigh accomplished it. The command of it had been sissigned to 

the flrsl ground broken foi Ihe roitiflcslion in JanuarJ, 177^ by GeoeniL Par- 
Bons, when the snow lay ou Ihe earih iwo feel deen. Il was mainly by Ihc 
iKrenuous exerlions and great peraenal popularity of Gov. George CUnten, That 
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General Arnola, in the autumn of 1779, and it was here that hk 
infamous treason wa« consummaf ed. Suitable raeasureB were 
talfen, alter the discovery of his treachery, to eecwe it. 

In July, 1779, a party of Indians and toriea, under Braat, made 
an attack on the village of Minisink, harning ten houses and 
several other buildings, and killing and capturing a number of 
the inliabitaiits. Those who were able to escape tied to Goshen j 
where the militia of that and the adjacent towns soon collected, 
to pursue the enemy, and recapture the prisoners and spoils. 

Aware of the subtle character of his foe. Colonel Tusten, 
their commander, opposed the pursuit, until a larger force should 
be collected ; but his prudent foresight Vaa regarded as cow- 
ardice, and it was decided to proceed immediately. The wary 
Brant had expected pursuit ; and, when he ascprtained that the 
militia were approaching, he stationed a part of hie troops in am- 
buscade in such a position, as to enable him to surround them. 
Thus hemmed in by a superior force, this unfortunate band 
ibugbtbravely.but invain; death met them on every side ; and 
of about 180 men, jn tlie fbll v^or of life, who started upon that 
expedition, but thirty escaped from the tomahawks of the enemy. 
Most of these were from the principal families of the county. 
Goshen, in particular, suffered severely ; forty-four of her best 
citizens being slain. A monument was erected to their memory 
on the amuveraary of the battle, July 22, 1822. 

Tlie American army, never well supplied, either with food or 
clothing, during the revolution, were, at its close, in a state of 
great destitution. They were paid in a depreciated and ahnoet 
worthless currency, and the apathy of congress, in delaying to 
make suitable provisions to reward their toils and sacrifices, 
disposed Ihem to revolt. 

To prevent so dangerous an event, and at the same time to 
secure^ justice for his suffering troops, Washington remained 
with them in winter quarters at Newburgh, during the winter 
of 1782-3. The house which he occupied, as his head quarters, 
is yet standing, and is now tie residence of the Hasbrouck 
family. 

The officers of the army, early in the winter, addressed a 
memorial to congreea, stating their necessities, and aslang for 
just compensation. Early in March, 1783, a communication 
was received from their committee, informing tliem that their 
requests had not been granted. 

On the 10th of March, an anonymous notice was circulated, 
calling a meeting of the officers on the following day, " to see 
what measures should be adopted to obteun that redress ot 
grievances which they seem to have solicited in vain." 
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Tlie same day an anonymous paper, written with extraordi- 
Dary ability, and admirably calcuUted to escite the passions and 
rouse the indig-nation of the officers, against the continental 
coiigrese, was put in circulation. 

The writer, — professing to be himself a sharer in their euffer- 
ings, depicted, in strong terms, their deplorable condition, and 
the shameful Qegligence of congress; and exhorted thent "to 
suspect the man who would advise to more moderation and 
longer forbearance," to threaten the congress in the event of 
peace, with civil war — and, if war continued, with an abandon- 
ment of their country to its fate. 

This eloquent, but dangerous p-jper (written, as was subse- 
quently ascertained, by Major John Armstrong, afterward secre- 
tary of war, at the instigation of Gieneral Gates,) had well nigh 
produced the most serioiw consequences. It required aU Wash- 
ington's prudence and firmness to checlt the rising spirit of rebel- 
lion incited by it. 

' To prevent the ill effects of a meeting, assembling under the 
influence of so much excitement, he issued a general order, dis- 
approving of the meeting on the 11th, EUid calling one on the 
I5th of March. 

The anonymous writer seized on this incident, to address an- 
otlier letter to the officers,* insinuating that the commander-in- 
chief sympathized in their views, and was only restrained, by 
motives of delicacy, from openly expressing tliat sympathy. 

This opinion Washington labored privately to remove, by 
conversation with the officers, and, at the meeting on the 15tli, 
General Gates being in the chair, he openly canvassed the prop- 
ositions contained in the anonymous address, showed their 
folly and wickedness, and so far changed the current of popular 
opinion, that the officers voted unanimously, that " they viewed 
with abhorrence, emd would reject with disdain, the infamous 
propositions" contained in that address. Thus narrowly did the 
country escape the horrible calamity of anarchy and civil war. 

ViLi,AeBS. Newborgh, the larger of the two shire villages of 
the county, was first settled by German emigrants, in 1701, euid 
named by them from Newburgh, in Germany. The bank of the 
Hudson, on which it is situated, is quite steep, rising 300 feet in 
a short distance. When seen from the river, the village pre- 
sents a fine appearance. 

It has meuiy neat public and private buildings, and considera- 
ble trade ; although a portion of that, whicii formerly centred 
here, now reaches New York by the New York and Erie rail- 
road, and the Delaware and Hudson canal. Two or three 
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steamboats, and several sioopa and achoonere, ply reeiularly be- 
tween the village and New York. It hae a floui-ishing academy, 
B hi^li school, and two female seminaries. 

In the village and town, are eighteen or twenty manufacto- 
ries. The steam cotton mill, at the village, is swd, in extent 
and perfection, to equal any single cotton mill in the United 
States. PopuLacioa about 6000, 

Goshen, the other half-ehire village, is justly celebrated for 
the product of its dairies. The New York and Erie railroad 
passes through it The Farmer's Hall academy is a flourishing 
chartered institution, and has a female seminary connected with 
it. Population about 1000. 

Middtetown, in the town of Wallkill, is a new and flourishing 
village, on the line of the railroad. It has a large iron foundry. 
Population about 1400. . 

West Point, in the town of Cornwall, is worthy of notice, not 
only lor its important fortress, to which we have already ad- 
verted, but as the seat of the United States Military Academy, 
established here, in March, 1802. The object of tliis institution, 
is to prepare young men for officers in the arvny. 

The course of instruction is very thorough, the discipline 
rigid, and the examinations severe. The months of July and 
August, in each year, are devoted solely to military exercises ; 
for which purpose, the cadets leave their barracks, and encamp 
in tents on the plain, under the regular police and discipline of 
an army, in time of war. 

The lovuree of study comprises, the Latin and French lan- 
guages, an extended course of mathematics, civil engineering, 
and the art of fortification. The term of study is lour years ; 
and so rigorous are the examinations and discipline, that only 
about one tliird of those who enter, complete the course of 
study, aod graduate. The number of instructors is thirty-four ; 
ofcEidets, about 250. They are entirely supported by the United 
States government. 

Three monuments have been erected here ; one to the mem- 
ory of the Polish hero Kosciusko, whose garden is still shown 
on the premises ; another to Colonel Wood, an early graduate 
of the institution, who fell at the sortie of Fort Erie, in 1814 ; 
and a third, to the deceased ofiicers and cadets of the academy. 
Population of the village, about 900. 

Canterbury, inthetownof Cornwall, and Monig'omen/, in the 
town of the same name, are thriving villages, and are engaged, 
to some extent,. in manufactures. 

WaMen, in Montgomery, is a manufacturing village. Ches- 
ter, in the town oC the same name, is a noted mart for the sale 
of live stock. Here, too, is an academy of some reputation. 
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6. Minden, 1703. 

7. Glen, isaa. 

8. Root, 1823. 

9. Mohawk, 1837. 
10. St. JohiisviEe, 1837. 
;e. e. Anthony's Nose. 



1. Canajnharie, 1733. 

2. Charleston, 1788. 

3. Palatine, 1788. 

4. Amsterdam, 1793. 

5. Florida, 1793. 
JUountaini. J J, Au Sable 

Hill. j. Otaquaga Hills. 
Biver3 and Creeks. F. Mohawk River. AA, Schohi 

Cayaduta, c. Bowman's or Canajoharie. d. Otsc] 

Canada. 1. Garoga. 
Sattle I^ld. Stone Arabia, 
Villages. Fonda. Amsterdam. Canajohari 



Fort Plain 



Boundaries. North by Fiiltoa ; East by Saratoga and Sche- 
nectady; South by Schenectady, Schoharie-and Otsego; and 
West by Herkimer, counties. 

SuBFACE. Hilly and somewhat mountainous. The valley of 
the Mohawk forme the central portion of (iie county, while on 
the nortii and south, the hills attain a considerable elevation. 
The Au Sable range enters the county from the north, and 
forms, on the banks of the Mohawk, the peak known as Antho- 
ny's Nose. Crossing the river, this range terminates in the 
town of Root. 

Flint hill occupies the aouthcaatern part, bordering on Sche- 
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ncctady comity. Ii the southwest a 
The valleys of the Mohawk, and some 
out in fertile alluvial plains or flats. 

RtvBRs. The county ib well watered. The Mohawk river, 
East Canada, Schoharie, Bowman's, Otsquaga, Garoga and 
Caya uta creeks, are the principal streamr. 

Canals and Railboads. The Erie canal runs along the 
south side of the Mohawk, and the Utica aad Schenectady rail- 
roEid upon the north. 

The CLIMATE resembles that of the valley of the Mohawk 
generally. It is mild ani healthful. 

Geology amd Minerals. The surface rocks of f is county 
all belong to the transition formation. In the southern part, 
the Lorraine shalea, emd Hudson river group, (the Taconic sys- 
tem of Prof. Emmons,) are predomioant. Along the Mohawk, 
the Utica slate prevails, and is accompanied by a narrow tract 
of the renton limestone. North of this, the Onondaga salt 
rocks are seen on the surface. 

Pearl apar, calo spar, aulphale of baiylea, calcareous lufa, brown spar, quarlB 
crystel?, agare, chalcedony, gamel, flulphQiera of line and lead, and oiride of tiTa- 
niuni, are Ihe pripcipal minerals. As jet, none of OieBe linve been obtained in 
Buffldenl quanlilies to lie of any practical value. In the town of Hoot, is a largo 
eavcm, called MiioheU's cave, contaming fburieen apaiiments. some of them 500 
Itel beiivr the Buribce, and proAisely adorned with stalactites and slalagDilIeB. 

Soil abd VEeETABLe Productions. The soil it generally 
productive, consisting of a gravelly or clayey loam, frequently 
mingled with disintegrated lime or slate. Grass and grains of 
all descriptions flourish, The forests are composed chiefly of 
oak, beech, ash, maple, and hemlock. 

PuEBCiTS. Agriculture is Ihe leading pursuit of the inhabi- 
tants. Considerable grain is raised, and much attention paid 
to the products of the d iry. 

Theraa««/aci!wesof the county are limited, consisting msiinly 
of flour, distilled liquors, leather, aad woollen goods. 

The armmerce of the county is confined to the transportation 
of its produce upon the Erie canal, and the Utica and Schenec- 
tady railroad. 

Staple Productions. Oats, corn, barley, potatoes, butter, 
cheese and wool. 

Schools. In 1846, there were in the county 118 public schools, 
with 8604 scholars. The annual term of instruction in these 
schools averaged nine months, and the amount expended for 
tuition was $15,369. The district libraries . contained 18,043 
volumes. 

There were also in the county, eleven select schools, with 135 pupils; Uifee 
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Rbugioub Denominations, Dutch Reformed, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Univerealists, Episcopalians, Unitari- 
ans, and Friends. There are inthe county forty-three churches, 
and forty-six clergymen otail denominations. 

History. The English Episcopalians commenced missions 
among the Mohawks in this county as early as 1703. The first 
Bettlements were made in 1713, or about that time, by German 
emigrants, a portion of the same band who settled Schoharie 
county, and by other persons from Albany and Schenectady 
eountiee. 

It had been the homo of the Mohawks, whose three castles 
were all, it is believed, within the limits of this county. In Jaji- 
uary, 1693, the French, whose hatred to the Iroquois was invet- 
erate, made a descent upon these castles, and captured them all. 

The Indiana at Schenectady sent to Albany for assistance to 
pursue the enemy. Colonel Peter Schuyler, the friend of the 
Indians, with a Iwdy of militia, started for the pursuit, overtook 
the French, and had a severe skirmish wilJi them. The French 
lost fifty-nine in killed and wounded. It is related that the In- 
dians ate the bodies of the Frenchmen whom they killed. 

Fort Hunter, a somewhat important military pcet in early 
times, was erected in 1710, at the junction of the Mohawk and 
Schoharie rivers, in the town of Florida, by Capt. John Scott 
A chapel was erected near the fort which was endowed by 
Q,ueen Anne, and hence called Clueen Anne's chapel. A stone 
parsonage was also erected near it, to which was attached a 
glebe of 300 acres, the gift of the Indians. 

The fop having become dilapidated at the time of the Revo- 
lution, the chapel was fortified, and called Fort Hunter. It 
was taken down about the year 1820, to make room for the Erie 

The first settlement in the town of Amsterdam was made in 
1716, by the widow and children of Philip Groat of Rotterdam, 
who was drowned in the Mohawk, near Schenectady, on his 
way thither. 

In 1732, colonies had lieen extended along the Mohawk asfar 
as the German Flats, in the county of Herkimer ; but few of the 
settlers, however, had located far from the river. 

The subsequent growth and prosperity of the present county 
of Montgomery, are due, in a great measure, to the enterprise 
of Sir William Johnson.* 

lenlMe. 'wia uqcle, Admital Warren, had acquired i Litle lo a Iracl of some 
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During the Revolution, this county, (llien called Tryon coun- 
ty, and embracing ali that part of the state, lyingeaet of a meri- 
dian, drawn through the centre of Schoharie county ) suffered 
severely from (he repeated incureione of tl e to e <md I d ana, 
led by Sir John Johnson, the bloodthirsty "H alt Batl and 
the Mohawk chietlain Br^iL 

Scarcely a settlement, on either side of th M hawl aped 
partial or entire destruction; and iew Ian 1 who 1 1 es- 
poused the cause of their country, but w e all d 1 mourn 
over friends aiid relatives, inhumanly but 1 e d bj h e sav- 
age warriors. Neither age nor sex were spared ; neither 
beauty, wealth, accomplishments, nor amiability of diaracter, 
served to shield the unfortunate settlers from. the tomahawk 
and the scalping knife. 

The towns of Fort Plain, Canajoharie, Palatine, Glen, and 
Root suffered most severely; many of those whoescapeddeafJi, 
being carried into a long and distressing captivity. 

At Stone Arabia, a severe and bloody conflict took place in 
October, 1780, between Sir John Johnson, and the garrison of 
Fort Paris, (a stockade fort in Stone Arabia.) Greneral Robert 
Van Rensselaer, of Claverack, (Columbia county,) was in the 
rear of the enemy, with a force of nearly 1000 men, and ordered 
Colonel Brown, tlie commander of the fort, to attack them in 
front, while he pressed upon their rear. 

sginlfDrths Iroqiiola, or Six Nutlous. BUJriiigiicqiilred Llielr language, andadopl. 
ed to a conelderable extent their dreiaaud taablts, he noaa obtained great inriu- 

in uuch s wij b9 to secure Iheir aCtaotUDeat to the BrIUeti Government, and st 
the same time Eo Hdlence his own personal bttereau. 

Dorhii (he French wars, he waascliie asan o1Hci«r,snd In 1757, 1h9 Iroons under 
his commond, M Lake Oeorgo, having tepnised and defeated the French Ibrce un- 
der Baron Diealuu, he waa iuiLehted bv the King, and received a donation a( 
£smO sterling. 

In 1769, General Prideauji being killed at the siege of Fort Niagara, Sir WllUani, 

fortress. In 1760, he led a body of 1000 Indians against Montreal, and was acUve 
In Bit emUient station at (he surrender of Canada- 
Be was twice muned. By his first wife, (a German woman.} he had one ton 

daoghEers were married to Gnl<met G ~ ' 

onfll^ and to Colonel DBoiel Claua. J._ _ 

Ihe celebrated Moilsff li cbleftahi, by whom he had several ch 



a Molly Brant, sister of 



.iBi and is to this day called Fort Johnson. Abo 

, before his doalh, he erecteda building, which he named Johnson He 

Be also erected bouses for bis siHis-hi-law, Colonel Gay Johnson and Colon 
Claus, In the town of Amsterdam. 
Hr WUUam Johnson died very suddenly, In Jniy, 1774,001 withoul suspicion 



1^3 sons-in hiw, and Indeed his whole fam 



iiu 
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Sir John's force did not amount to more than 500 men, while 
that of Colonel Brown was about 200, and had General Van 
R ensselaer fiilfilled hie part of the duty, the whole British force 
might have been captured ; but through hia negligence and cow- 
ardice, if not treachery, the brave troops of Colonel Brown 
were suffered to contend, single handed, with the enemy, till 
they were nearly all slaughtered, while General Van Rensse- 
laer's troops were within hearing of the action, but were not 
suffered by him, to afford aid to their suffering brethren, or to 
pursue the enemy, on their retreat, when, as was afterwards 
acknowledged by them, they would have eurrendered, had they 
had the opportunity, 

A relationship by marriage, which existed between General 
Van Rensselaer and Sir John Johnson, is supposed to ha be n 
the cause of this disgraceful conduct on the part of th me 

Montgomery county received its present name, (in h n f 
the brave hero of Quebec,) in 1784, soon after which a a ge 
portion of its territory was formed into other countie a h s 
process of curtailment has continued, tillfrom being th a g 
it has become one of the smallest counties in the state 

ViujiGEs. Fonda, the county seat is a small bu p an 
village, in tie town of Mohawk, It has some man ti 
Population 400. 

Amsterdam was incorporated in 1830 It is situa d !ib 
town of the same name, on the north bank of the Mohawk and 
connected wifh the little village of Port J^tkson on the Erie 
canal, by a fine and substantial bridge It hit a flourishing 
academy, and female seminary, and several manufacturmg es 
tabhshnients. Population 1700, 

Canajokarie is a thriving village in Ihe town of the same 
name, located on the soutli bank ot the Mohawk It Wds mcor 
porated in 1829, eind has a well conducted acidemj Here is 
an extensive quarry, Irom whence is obtained an excellent qud- 
ity of limestone, much used in the construction of locks on the 
Erie Canal. The village is the proposed terminus of the Cats- 
kill and Cauajoharie railroad, which is partly finished. Popu- 
lation 1300. 

Fort Plain, in the town of Minden, was incorporated in 1834, 
and is a place of considerable business. Here too, areextensive 
limestone quarries. Population 1400. 

C(Mig-A)iO]i>aga,inthe town of Mohawlt, is principally worthy 
of notice for its stone church, now converted into an academy. 
This venerable building fti^ erected in 1763, by voluntary con- 
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BijuBre mikiB. SOT. 
Organized, 1773. 
Popublion, 40,S54. 
Valtialion, 1845, t5,991,S. 



4- FortAnn, 1783. 

5. Granville, 1788. 

6. Hampton, nSS. 
1. Hebron, 1788. 

8. Kingsbury, 1758, 
0. Salem, 1788. 

10. Wbilehall, 1788. 

11. Hartford, 1788. 

12. Greenwich, 1803. 

13. Putnam, IS06, 

14. White Creek, 1815. 

15. Jackson, ISI9, 

16. Fort Edward, 1818. 

17. Dresden, 1822. 
JKountaina. U. Taghkani 

Y. Peterborough i 
French, or Luzernei 



nge. 




Bivera, i(c. C. Hudson river, a. 

Wood creek, b. Pa wlet river. 

c. Poultney, or Fair Haven riv- 
er, d. Batten kill. f. B\aok 

creek, g. White creek, k. 

Hoosick river. 1. Mosea kill, 
FaUs. Baker's falls. Great falls. 
Lakes. W. Lake Champ lain. 

X. Lake George, j. Big Pond. 
Forls. Fort Edward. Fort Ann. 
Battle Fields. Kingsbury. Fort 

Ann. Whitehall. 
Villages. Salem, Sahdv Hiti., 

Fort Edward, Whitehall.Union 

village, White Creek. 

BoDSDAEiEH. North by Essex county and llie state of Ver- 
mont; Eaetby Vermont; South by Rensselaer countyjWest 
by Saratoga and Warren counties, and Lake George. 

Sdrface. Three dietincl ranges of mountains are found in 
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this county ; viz. the Tag'Iikanic, extending alon^ its eastern 
boundary, with anavei'age width of about five miles; the Peter- 
borough, with a variable height, running from north to south, 
through the centre of the county, broken through by the Hoo- 
aick, Pawlet, and Poultney rivers, and the Batten kill, and 
maintaining: a bre^kdth of from six to eight miles ; spurs of this 
ridge extend toward the river m Greenwich and Easton; and' 
lastly, the Palmertown range, here taking the name of French, 
or Luzerne mountains, and occupying Uie narrow peninsula 
which separates Lake George from Lake Champlain. 

These ranges, interspersed with occasional valleys, render 
the lace of the county diversified and picturesque. 

Rivers, &e. The county is abundantly watered. Beside 
the Hudson, the principal streams are, the Hoosick, Pawlet, 
and Poultney, or Fair Haven rivers, Batten kill. Wood creek, 
Moses kill, White and Owl creeks. 

Falls. Baker's ialls, on the Hudson, have an almost per- 
pendicular descent of fifty feet, a.t the village of Sandy Hill. 
Great falls, on the Batten kill, have a total descent of sixty 
feet, in the towns of Easton and Greenwich. 

Lakes. LaieB George and Champlain form portions of the 
boundary of this county. Long Lake, in Argyle, is three or four 
miles in length. 

Canals. The ChamplaincanalcrossestheHudson at Green- 
wich, and connects with Lake Champlain at Whitehall, fur- 
nishing 32 miles of navigation in this county. 

CuMATB. Cold, but healthful. The spring opens some two 
weeks later than in Orange, Dutchess, and the lower counties 
on the Hudson, 

Geolooy and Minebals. The northern part of the county is 
primitive, and the underlying rock chiefly granite. On the 
shores of the lakes there is an admixture, and apparent confu- 
sion of all the formations, probably the result of some convul- 
sion of nature. In the southern part of the county, the rocks 
are principally transition, intermixed with occasional patches of 
primitive. Limestone, graywacke, and slate, alternate upon 
the surface in this section. 

MagnsUc an* bemalilic iron ore, mnil, lime, matbla water lime, graphite, lam- 
ellar pyroiene, massive fEldspar, and epidole, atK the princlpnl mlneralB of the 

Son. AND Vegetable PRonucTmNs. The soil is generally 
good, and produces fine crops of wheat, but is better adapted to 
grazing than the culture of grain. The principal timber is oak, 
hickory, chestnut, maple, butternut, pine, and hemlock. 

Pdrsdits. The people are, for the most part, engaged in ag' 
ricultural pursuits. Oats, corn, flax, and potatoes are largely 
10 
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raised, and considerable quantitiea of wheat, rye, and barley. 
Butter, cheese, wool, andpork are produced in great abundance. 
In the quantity of wool grown, it was, in 1845, the second 
county in the state. 

MiiTmfactures are increasing in importance. Flovir, lumber, 
cotton and woollen goods, leather, and iron, are the principal 
articles manufactured. 

Commerce.- The Champlain and Hudson canal aflbrds a con- 
venient mode of transportation to the produce of the county, 
which m well improved. The tolls received on produce pass- 
ing through this county in 1845, were about §70,000. 

Staple Productions, The staples of the county are pota- 
toes, oats, com, flax, butter, cheese, wool, and pork. 

Schools. The county contained, in 1846, 246 district school- 
houses, in which were taught 13,414 children, at an expense of 
516,y50 for tuition. The schools were maintained, on an aver- 
age, eight months each. Number of volumes in the dktrict 
libraries, 27,656. 

Il had also IweBly-two select achoQla, with 327 scholars, and five academies, 
Willi 3tS pupils. 

Eeliuioos Denominations. Presbyterians, Methodists, Bap- 
tists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and 
Universaliste. Churches, eighty-eight. Clergymen, seventy- 
two. 

History. The first settlement in the county was made at 
Argyle, in 1742, by eighty-three families of highSanders, who 
emigrated from Scotland, under thedirection of Oapt.Laughlin 
Campbell, who had obtained a grant of 30,000 acres from Gov- 
ernor Clarke. These emigrants were intended to serve as 
defenders of the frontier, from incursions of the French and 
Indians, 

As they were scantily provided with food and clothing, appli- 
cation was made to the colcmia! legislature for aid, till they 
should be able to sustain themselves. This the house of assem- 
bly refused to grant, on the groimd, it is said, that they had 
discovered that the Goivernor and Surveyor General insisted 
upon their fees and a share of the lands. 

Captain C?impbell sought redress, but in vain, and with the 
remnant of his fortune, purchased a small farm in the province. 
His unlortunate followers were rescued from starvation, by en- 
hating in an expedition against Carthagena. 

In 1755, Fort Edward was erected, by Generals Lyman and 
Johnson, and in 17S6, Fort Ann. 

Salem was settled the same year, by two companies of emi- 
grants, one from Scotland and Ireland, the other from New 
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England. In 1764, Alexander Turner and others, who had re- 
ceived a grant in 1761, settled in the town of Salem. Not far 
from the same period, eetllements were made in Kingebury. 

In 1758, an obstinate and bloody battle occurred, between a 
body of 500 American troops, under the command of Major 
(afterwards General,) PutnEim and Major Rogers, and a party 
of French and Indiana, under the command of a French officer, 
by the name of Molaire. The battle ground was two niilea 
north of the village of Kingsbury. 

The French commander had stationed a part of his troops in 
ambUBcade for the Americans, and hoped to surprise them ; but 
Putnam, with the coolness which edwaye characterized him, 
maintained his position, and a fearful conflict ensued. Putnam 
■was taken captive by the Indians, but the bravery of the Ameri- 
can troops prevailed, and they finally 'outed the enemy, who 
left ninety dead behind them. The Indians bore otf Putnam as 
aprisoner, to Canada, inflicting on him the most cruel tortures ; 
and but for the interposition of the French commanderr would 
have burned him at the stake. 

In May, 1775, Whitehall, then called Skenesborough, from 
its first settler, Major Skene, was seized by a detachment of 
volunteers from Connecticut, In 1777, the American force sta- 
tioned there, not being sufficient to protect it against Burgoyne, 
the fort, stores, and a large number of batteaux loaded with 
provisions, were burned by the Americans, to prevent their fall- 
ing into his hands. 

In July, 1777, a severe skirmish took place at Fort Ann, be- 
tween the 8th British regiment and a body of 4C)0 or 500 invalid 
American troops, under the command of Colonel Long. Tlie 
British suffered severely, and would have been taken or de- 
atroyed but for the want of ammunition on the part of the 
Americans. 

Onthe27tbofJuly, 1777, Miss Jane McCrea was murdered 
by the Indians near Fort Edward.' 

*TiiBfo!lo«ingver^nofthi3t!agiMlair^tH comiriled from Neilson'B "Buf. 

SDjne'a Cauipaien," wid ]r profbeaedly derived fnjm tbe moBl autheatic aiLiroeg, 
I will bs seen tEnf it di^ra msteilaUT from the accannu heretolbra pnbllahed. 
Ul!a UcCrsB naa Uie dauibterofa Man Jerse; ulBrgynuui, and lud come, Hime 
jeam belbrB, to reside wiatlui broOieT on Che weacbank of lbs Hndann, Ore or 
six miles bcdcnr rort EdwBtd. Derld JDnea,tier BCiiti»|Teeldedabini\flTBToileB 
■boTeiOnthesaiiiegldeofiheTtTeT. He Lad smbrHoedtha rural cause, end mia 
In the iiDiy of Boisajne. Onth^SSOiof Jul;, 11T7, MIbb HcCreti euae &tm her 
bFDther'B (a (be house orpeiec Freel, -wbollTM cIdh nuder (he wsUs of Fort Ed- 
ward, on a visit, fiharemsbwd therB oreridght, and the next momtaiK went to 
tbehonee ofUrs. HcNidl, afterwards Mrs. I^mpbell, acaualnof GenBrdrraser, 

elchir rods (nim (he IWt. while at (he honBB of Mrs. HcNsU, the conuniiuder 
orthe fort sent out itpsny of fiftjr men, to reconnrdCre (he poritloD of the eaem;. 
When about a mfie fiom fte fort, this part)- fell into an embunoade of Indians, about 
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Villages. Sanoy Hill, in the town of Kingsbury, is a half 
shire village of this county. It was incorporated in 1810. The 
village ie well laid out, the streeta enclosing a triangular area 
in the centre of the village, which wae once the scene of Indian 
barbarities. The Hudson furniehea an immense water power 
which is but partially improved. Population 1200. 

Salem, the other half shire village, waa incorporated in 1803. 
It is situated in the midst of a fertile agricultural region, and is 
celebrated ae a mart for wool. The Washington Academy is 
an old institution, and has sent out a considerable number of 
eminent scholars. Population 800. 

Whilehall, in the town of the same name, ie eligibly situated 
at the foot of Lalte Champlain, of which it is one of the princi- 
pal ports. It is connected with the Hudson river by means of 
the Champlain canal, as well as by several Unea of stages run- 
ning to Troy, Albany, and Saratoga; and with Montreal by 
steamers which ply daily upon the lake. Thus favorably situ- 
ated foe commerce, its growth has been rapid and healthful. 
Population about 35 

Vnion Village, situated in the towns of Greenwich andEaa- 
ton, is a thriving and pleasant manufacturing village, with a 
flourishing academy, and a number of large manufactories. 
Population 1400. 

Nitt-tk White Oeefeie a pleasant village, in the town of White 
Creek, in the midst of an agricultural region. It is a great mart 
for wooL Population 750. 

Cambridge, in the town of the same name, is the seat of 
Washington Academy, a flourishing and highly popular insti- 
tution. 

Fort EdieardAod For(.dim are small villages, worthy of no- 
tice principally on account of their historic interest. 

[Uled eiglil. 
.uio, .uvi'iiipi DiJfof [hsln- 

'ISO, and hurried nllh them 

._ . , , Both of the ladles were pluoed upon horses, 

^rt^eh ther had aaAably elolen f^tim the Tifiinltr. 

ia Qiey uoenaedB hiU sbouC amllBlVoni (he fort, Miss UcCrea Was shot h7 one 
of lbs iDdbng, ind fell ftom hei horss. Tbe asvate who ahoi her, scalped hgr, 
und hailnE secured the moH yalnahle utloles of her clolhlng, rolled her body 
down the dscltrl^ of the hllL Onthe enHurTiffdaTheTbody,aiid thatof b rouog. 
American tiffleerffha had B3sobbea1tilledbf the IndiaaB. were tbiind and boried 
near a small creek sbont fbres mll« Irom Pbrt Ednanl, by the AmcriCBng IToai 
tlie fort Utb. HDNeElwuiiDt killed, butphiadeiedof most of her doUibie, md 
1, .., ^ ,u. Tju.i T 5HgB ifcorea's snilor, hadnever Bent ibr her, 
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Hudson, 1785. 




11. 


Taghkanic, 1S03, 




Canaan, 1783. 




la 


Auslerlitz, 1818. 




Claverack, 1188. 




13. 


. Ghent, 1618. 




Clermont, 1738. 
Garmantown, 1788. 




14. 
15. 


New Lebanon, IS18. 




Hillsdale, 1788. 




16. 


Copnlte, 1B24. 
Gallatin, 1&30. 




Kindarkook, 1788. 








Livings ton, 17SS. 






Stockport, 1S33. 




Chatham, 1195. 




10. 


Greenport, 1839. 


10, 


Ancram, 1803. 








M, 


mn£ai»a. U. Taghkanic range. 




lti> 


Krs and Creeks. C. 


Hudson 




r. b. Claverack croek 


t 


)alte. d. Ancram. g. 


, Roeliff Jam 


ien'3. h. Vallitje, i. 



. Kinder 

Falls. Kinderhook falls. 

Lakes and Ponds, k. Copake lake. I. Charlotte, m. Fish. 

j. Whiting's pond. 
Villages. Hudson. Kinderhook. New Lebanon. Valatie, or 

Vallitje. Columbiaville. 

BouNDAHiEa. North, by Rensselaer county; East by the state 
of Massachusetts and Dutchess county; South by Dutchees 
county; and West by the Hudson river. 

SisRFACB. The surface of Columbia county is greatly varied, 
but may be regarded as composed of two long and broken val- 
leys, on the eaat of which the Taghkanic range forms a natural 
boundary between the county and the state of Massachusetts ; 
the high banks of the Hudson form the western boundary, and 
the Peterborough mountains constitute the dividing ridge 
through the centre of the county. 

The weEtern valley rises on e north and sou h, causing ita 
waters to flow towards the centre ; while the eastern, being 
highest in the centre, sends its streams north and south. The 
western valley being much the broadest, gives the county the 
form of a basin, retaining all the waters that rise in it, and dis- 
charging them into the Hudson, through the Kinderhook and 
Roeliff Jansfin's ere Its. 

Rivers. The Hudson is the ' rincipal river; the other 
streams of the county are Kinderhook, Claverack, Copake, 
Roeliff Jansen's and Vallitje creeks. 

Lakes. Fish, Whiting's pond, Copake and Charlotte, are 
the only laltes worthy of notice. 

Railroads. The Hudson and Berkshire, and the Great 
Western rtulroad pass t roujh the county; and the route of 
the Harlaem railroad is laid out through it. 

Climate. The climate varies with the surface. In the val- 
leys it is miM and pleasant, with early seasons; on the moun- 
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tains, it ia colder and more backward. The county is regarded 
ae very healthy. 

Geology .\bd Minerals. The Taghkanic mountains, in the 
eastern part ot the county, are primitive, and composed mainly 
ol' granite, and graniilar limestone. The remainder of tiie 
county is tranaition, and its principal roolis are graywacke and 
hlue limestone, below which, for the moat part, lies a bed of 
slate. 



on ore of super! 


ior qualily, lead ore, sulphuret of • 




too, b^n =par, pea,, marl and , 


«al springs. boU 






ed, and considered as poBsessing v 


Tbe sulphur h 


piings in the »wn of ISWckpoil are . 



Soii. AMD Vegetable Productions. Portions of the county 
are highly fertile, while othera are less productive. The marl 
and lime which abound in the county, furnish ample means for 
enriching it, to the highest degree of productiveneas. 'I'he 
timber of the county ia principally pitch pine, hickory, oak, ma- 
ple, elm and chestnut. 

PrHsDiTg. Agriculture is the leading pursuit. Much atten- 
tion ia given to the culture of grain and the rearing of cattle. 
The growth of wool is very large. 

Manufactures are also an.important pursuit in the county. 
The principal articles are cotton and woollen fabrics, including 
prints, flour, iron an ■ brasa ware. 

Commerce. An active trade is carried on from Hudson and 
the other river towns of the county, with New York and other 
home ports, employing a number of ateamers, sloopa and 
barges. The produce of the inland towns finds iis way to a 
market \iy the railroads. 

Mines. There are some ir 

Staple Phoductions. Oi 
cheese and wool. 

Schools. In 18^, there were in the county, 184 district 
school-houses, in which schools were taught, an average period 
of nine months. 11,275 scholarsreceived instruction, at an ex- 
pense for tuition, of about §22,038. The district hliraries num- 
bered 22,540 volumes. 

TItere were, IhB Banie year. Jn (he oounty, twenty-aii eeleot sohooia, with 435 
pupUs, and four aeadeiai ea wlOi 338 studeals. 

Lebanon sprhig. 

TwoquartaofoTirercoDWlB gra. 

Martaleofiime, 1 



H.*. I, Google 



313 STATE OF NEW YOKK. 

Eeugious Denomination a. Methodists, Dutuh. Reformed, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Fiiends, Episcopalians, Jews, Luther- 
auB, Slwkera, Univerealiats, Congregationaliste, Unitarians, 
and Roman Catholics. The whole number of churches is sev- 
enty-four ; of clergymen, sixty. 

HisToay. This county was originally a portion of two man- 
ors. The manor of Rensselaerwyck included all except the 
seven southernmost towns, which constitutedthe manor of Liv- 
ingston, granted in 16S4, 1686, and 1686, and confirmed to the 
proprietor in 1714. 

In 1710, a company of seventy German families, part of thoso 
sent over by Q,ueen Anne, settled in the present town of Ger- 
niantown, which they called East Camp. In 1725, an arrange- 
ment having been made between George I. and the proprietor 
otthe Livingston manor, a tract of 6000 acres was secured to 
them, of which forty acres were to be reserved for the use of a 
church and school, and the remainder divided equally among 
the inhabitants. 

The other sis towns, Clermont, Livingston, Taghitanic, Gal- 
latin, Copake, and Ancram, still constitute the Livingston 
manor. The leases are generally long, and the ents payable 
in produce. The northern towns, mostly belong to the manor 
of Rensselaerwyck. 

Difficulties have frequently occurred between the proprietors 
ofthese manors and their tenants. In 1766, the military forces 
were called out to quell the disturbances in the town of Clav- 
erack, in the Rensselaer manor, and a conflict ensued in which 
several lives were lost. Similar oecurreaces have taken place 
within a year or two past. 

The county was mostly settled by Swedish and Dutch emi- 
grants, with the exception of Germantown, already mentioned, 
and Hudson, which was founded in 1783, by enterprising citizens 
of Rhode Island and Naiitucket, 

The manorial system has perhaps prevented, in some degree, 
the full development of the capabilities of the county ; yet it has, 
with alight exceptions, uniformly enjoyed a high degree of pros- 

ViLLAaeg. Hudson city, the capital of he county, is pleas- 
antly situated on the banlw of the Hudsqn, here about fifty 
feet above the level of the river. It was forrnerly largely en- 
gaged in commerce, but the interests of this, as well as aU our 
other commercial ports, were greatly injured by the action of 
the French and English, relative to neutral vessels, and the 
coarse necessarily adopted by our government in return, prior 
to the latewar with Great Britain. 

After recovering from tlie severe losses occasioned by these 
eventB, the citizens of Iindson engaged, in the whale fishery, 
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but with iiKiifferent succcse. The coaeting trade is prosecuted 
to some extent 

There are some manufactorioB here, principally of sperm oil 
and candles, malt liquora, iron, and carriages. The Hudson 
Academy is an old chartered institution, and the Hudson Female 
Seminary, is a new and flourishing school. The Hudson Liana- 
tic Asylum ia a private institution, but well conducted, and en- 
joying a large amount of patronage. 

The city is supplied with excellent water, by means of an 
aquedoct. The Hudson and Berkshire railroad Eidds materially 
to the business facilities of the city. Population, 5,657. 

Valatie is an important manufacturing village, in Ihe town of 
Kinderhook.aituatedat the junction of the Valatie (acorruption 
of Vallitje) and-Kinderhook creeks; here are four large cotton 
mills, two iron foundries, and several other manufactories. 
Population, 1600. 

Kinderhook village, iathe town of the same name, is delight- 
fully situated on a plain, five miles east of the Hudson, It has 
several manufactories, and a flonrishmg incorporated academy. 
It is the birthplace of es-President Van Buren, and his beauti- 
ful country seat, Lindenwald, is about two miles south of the 
village, Population, 1500. 

ColumbutviUe, in the town of Stockport, is a manufacturing 
village of some importance. Its manufectures consist mainly 
of cotton sheetings. The Hudson River Seminary, a manual 
labor institution, is located here. There are in the town of 
Stockport, several other manufacturing villages. The principal 
are Glencadia, SpringviUe, Hudson Print Works, tmd Chitten- 
den's Falls. 

New Lf-bansm Shaker Village,ia thetown of New Lebanon, 
called by the inhabitants the "Village of the Millennial Church," 
is situated on the west side of the Taghkanic mountains. This 
is one of the largest settlements of this singular people. They 
have here a very large church, arched over throughout its en- 
tire extent ; ten dweUing houses for their families, or commu- 
nities, which consist of from 60 to 150 persons each, and nu- 
merous workshops and manufactories. Their grounds are 
highly cultivated, and their society prosperous and wealthy. 
This settlement was founded a few years sifter that at Neskayu- 
na. noticed under Albany county. Population about 600. 

Two and a half miles from this village, are the New Lebanon 
springs, which are a fashionable resort for invalids and pleasure 
seekers, during the summer; the scenery here is very delightful. 

10* 
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, 033. Population, 31,373. 




,. Plattaburgh, I7S5. 

I Champlsm, 178S. 

I. Peru, 1792. 

t. Chazy, 18W. 

>. Mooers, 1804. 

I. Beekmanlowti, 1320. 
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Muuntains. JJ. Au Sable rangu. GQ. Chatejugaj. I. Lyon. 

m. Rand HilL 
Bivera. a. Great Cliaiy. b. Little Chazy. c. EngHs'.i. d. Std- 

man. e. Little Au Sable, i. An Sabla. j. Saranac. 
Falls. Sheffield. 

Lakes. W. Lake ChampIaJH. g. Chateaugay. h. Chazy. 
Battle Fields. Plattsburgh. Lake Cliamplain. 
Villages. Pi-ATrsBciiGM. Chazy. Bedford. Clinton. Peru. 

BouNDAHiEs. North by Canada East ; East by Lake Cham- 
plain; South by Esses conntj ; and West by Franklin county, 
. Surf i..b. A plain, about eight miles in width, extends along 
the eastern border of this county, inclining gently to Lake 
Champlain. West of this, the surface becomes hiiiy and 
broken, giving rise to the Au Sable range of mountaina ; still 
farther west, the Chateaugay, which have their origin in Can- 
ada, rear their lofty and wooded ridges. Their course is from 
north-east to south-west. 

Rivers, The principal rivers in the county are the Au Sa- 
ble, Saranac, Great Chazy, Little Chazy, English, Salmon, 
and Little Au Sable. 

Falls. The Au Sable has a nnmber of falls within a few 
miles of its mouth. At Birmingham, the water plunges over a 
precipice eighty feet in height, and then flows through a ravine 
of two milea in length, and an average width of fifty feet, with 
perpendicular walls of granite Irom seventy-flve to 150 feet 
high. The Saranac has also a number of Ms, three of them 
exceeding in perpendicular descent, forty feet each. 

Lakes. Lake Champlain washes the eastern border of the 
county. The other principal lakes are Chateaugay and Chazy, 

CLtMATB. In common with the northern counties generally, 
it has a rigorous climate. The winters are long, and snow faUs 
to a great depth. 

Geology and Mineraloov. The county is wholly ol' primi- 
tive formation, except a narrow strip of limestone, along the 
shore of the lake. Hyperathene, granite and gneiss, are the 
prevailing rocks. 

occur \a lai^ quaulillea. Slack marble ie found near PlstUliureh, of aicellent 
quality. PWt is very plenliful. In BeeltmantDmi, Is a luJphur spring, and also 

Soil and Veqetaelb Prodoctions. In the level section upon 
the lake, the soil is principally a clayey loam, and is very pro- 
ductive. As the country rises, it becomes lees fertile. 

The summer crops are beat adapted to the soil. 

The fbreala are ooverod with a dense growUi of limbor, of oak, pins, maple, 
hemlock, tec, Lacge qusniltiea of sugar ace produced from Uie maple. 
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Pursuits. The inliabitants are for tlie moat part engaged in 
asricitltural pursuits. Some grain is raised, but the rearing of 
cattle and sheep ia a more favorite and profitable businesa. 
The preparation of lumber for market alao furnishes employ- 
ment to many of the citizens. 

Manufactures are increasing in importance, butare, at pres- 
ent, chiefly limited to the manufacture of pig and bar iron, naila, 
glass, flour, lumber, emd woollen goods. 

Cmameree. The aliipping of tlie Champlain district amount- 
ed, in 1845, to 3192 tons, the greater part of which ia owned in 
this county. Several steamers ply on the lake, as well as 
sloops, schooners, &c. 

Mines. There are extensive iron mities in the county. The 
marble quarries, near Plattsburgh, are in high repute. 

Staples. Butter, cheese, beef, pork, corn and potatoes, 

ScBOOLS. 133 district schools were maintained in the county 
an average period of sis months, in 1846. 88958 was expend- 
ed lor the instruction ot 8056 children. The school libraries 
numbered 14,460 volumes. 

ihree incorporated academics wilh ISl students. 

Reugio.us DBNOMiNiTioNg. Mcthodists, Presbyteviana, Con- 
gregationahsts. Baptists, Homan Catholics, Friends, and Epis- 
copalians. There are thirty-lhree churches and forty-flve cler- 
gymen of all denominations. 

HisTOHY. At the close of the French war, this county was 
visited by numerous speculators, in quest of pine and oaJt tim- 
ber ; but no permanent settlements were established till 1765, 
or 1766, when a grant having been made to two officers of the 
British Navy, Messrs. Stewart and Freswell, of 2000 acres of 
land, in two tracts, one situated in Plattsburgh. and the other 
in Peru, a few lamiiies removed here, but were soon driven off 
by the revolutionary war. The descendants of one of them, 
however, (Mr, Hay,) stiH occupy his property. 

Grants were also made previous to the tevolutioti, to two 
gentlemen named Beekman and Deane, with each of whom 
several partners were associated. A settlement was made in 
Deane's patent, in 1768, (though not by purchase fromhim,) by 
Mr. James Framboise. Being driven out by the enemy in 
1776, he served in the American army through the war, and, in 
1784, returned to his farm, which is still held by his family. 

A German nobleman. Count Vredenburg, who had married 
a lady of the Q,Heen's household, in England, obtained a grant 
of 30,000 acres of land, which he located on Cumberland bay, in 
the present town of Plattsburgh, He resided here, in ereat 



: I, Google 



CLINTON COUNTY. 217 

splendor, for several years, previous to tjie revolution, at liie 
commencement of which, he sent his fiimily to Montreal, but re- 
mained himself, for some time, on his estate, and at length ys- 
teriously disappeared. It was supposed, that he was robbed and 
murdered. Hia house, and a saw mill which he had erected, 
some three miles from hie residence, were burned, at the time 
of his disappearance. 

In My, 1783, Lieutenant (afterwarde Major Genera!) Ben- 
jamin Mooera, with two other officere, and eight men, aecended 
the Hudson in a boat, from Fishkill landing, aad. taking the 
route by way of Lake George, and Lake Champlain, reached 
Point au Roche, nine miles above Platteburgh, on the 10th of 
August, and commenced a settlement. 

In 1784, Judg« Zephaniah Piatt, and several others, who had 
formed a company, for the purchase of military warrants, loca- 
ted their lands on Cumberland bay, and laid out the town o( 
Plattsbm-gh, reserving ten lots, of 100 acres each, as gifts to 
the first ten settlere, who should remove thither, with their 
families, and another hundred acre lot for the first male child, 
born in the settlement. 

These gifts were soon claimed, and the settlement prospered 
steadily from this period. During the late war with Great 
Britain, one of its severest battles occurred wi .i in the Umits oi 
this oountj'~we allude to the battle of Plattsburgh, and the 
simultaneous naval conilict, between the squadrons of CommO' 
dore Dowoieand Commodore MeDonough, on the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 1814. 

In this battle, a force of 1500 regulars, and about 2500 militia, 
under General Macomb, defeated and routed a force of 14,000 
well appointed, and veteran troops, the victors of a hundred 
battle fields ; and the squadron, under the commEind of Commo- 
dore MeDonough, destroyed a force, considerably its superior, 
on the lake. The loss of the British land forces, was more than 
2000, in killed, wounded, prisoners, and deserters; that of the 
Americana, not more than 150. 

On the lake, the Englishloss wasaboutlOOO, in killed, wound- 
ed, and prisoners; that of the Americans, 110. The British 
commander. Commodore Downie, was killed, in the naval 

The mineral wealth of this county, and its vast forests of val- 
uable timber, will undoubtedly continue to attract emigrants 
hither, and no where will industry receive a more ample reward. 

Villages. Platt3boboh, in the town of the same name, is the 
county seat, and is situated at the head of Cumberland bay. It 
5 manufactories, and is the proposed terminus of 
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the Ogdensburgh and Lake Champlain railroad; several rail- 
roads arc now in the coarse of constnietioii, which will probably 
connect this road with Boston, and other porta on the Atlantic. 
Platt^nrgh ia a United States military post, and the govern- 
ment have erected extensive stone barracks here, an J a perma- 
nent breakwater fo' the protection of the harbor. 

The Saranac here furnishes a fine water power, descending 
by a succession of falls, about forty feet. The manufactures of 
the village are principally cotton and woollen goods. Popula- 
tion, S500. 

Near tha vlilagB are the tuina of Oia temporaiy bartacka and breast works, 

Bin. One miJe aoab of Uie(« is ilie boiue occupied br the Biitlsh commander, 
General Preroat. aa his bead qmrtera, during the siege. Between this and Ibe 
village, the marks of cannon shot can etUl be seen on (he trnes and other 
objects. At a distance of about Ave niQea (him the village, on a hill overlooking 
tha village of Beekmantown, ia the spot where the British troops met the first 
repulM In thefr approach to Plattahurgli. on Uie Sth of September. In this skir- 
mish, several of the British officers and about 100 men were killed. The Brltiah 
camp was north of the Saramio river. 

ClintonviUe, on the Au Sable river, situated partly in this 
aftd partly in Essex county, is a thriving village, largely enga- 
ged in the various manufactures of bar and rolled iron, nails, 
chain cables, &c. which are produced here, in large quantities. 
The Arnold HiU mine, near the village, furnishes magnetic iron 
ore of very superior quality. Population, 1000. 

Peru is a floiu'ishiog village, in the town of the same name. 
Population, 90O. 

Bedford, in the town of Saranac, is famous for its manufac- 
ture of crown glass, which is of superior quality. Population, 
700. 

CSiazy is a small, but thriving village, in the town of the same 
name. It has some manufactures. The Chaz7 black marble, 
quarried near this village, bearsa high reputation. 

Chatnplain, in the tQwn of the same name, is a village of some 
importance. Thevillage of Kee Seville, on b.oth sides of the Au 
Sable, is partly located in this town, and, in point of importance, 
is only second to Plattsburgh. It is more particularly described 
in Essex county. 
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Square Miles. 61V. Population. 43.592. 

OrgBnizeJ, ITSfl. Talualion, 1845, »lS,Ga4,438. 




Victor, 1612. 
Manchester, 1831. 
HopewelS, I83a. 

anadice, 1329. 
West Bloomfield, 1833. 
South Bloomfielii, 1836. 



Bristol, nS9 

Canandaigua., 1760. 

East Bloomfield, 1789. 

Farmington, 1789. 

Gorham, 1789. 

Naples, 1189. 

Phelps, 1789. 

Kichmond, 1789. 
Rivers, a. Mud Creek, b. Canindaigua Outlet, c. Flint Creek, d. 

Hoheoye. 
Lakes. BB. Seneca, h. Canandaigua. e. Honeoye. f, Caneailea 

or Canadice. g. Hemlock, 
Colleges. Geneva. 
Villages. Canandaigua. Geneva. Vienna. Port Gibson. 

BouNTABiEE. North by Monroe and Wayne counties; Bast 
by Seneca county and Senecalake ; South by Yates and Steu- 
ben counties ; and West by Livingston and Monroe counties. 
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Surface. Tho surface of Ontario county ia diversified, being 
naturedly divided by a nortb and south line, taking the Canan- 
daigua lake in its course. The whole eastern portion ie spread 
oat ia beautiful plains and gentle undulations. The western 
portion comprises numerous swells of rich roEing land, inter- 
spersed with fertile vales. In tho southwestern portion of the 
county, these swells form some bold elevations, towering into 
highlands, having an altitude of twelve or fourteen hundred 
feet. 

Rlvebs. Mud creek, Canandaig'ua outlet, Flint creek and 
Honeoye, are the principal streams. 

Lakes. Canandaigua lake is fourteen miles long, from one 
to two broad, and surrounded hy diversified and beautiful 
scenery. The other lakes are Seneca, Honeoye, Caneadea 
and Hemlock. 

Canals. The Erie canal just touches the county at Port 
Gibson, and the Seneca emd Cayuga canal commences at 
GJeneva. 

Railroads. The Auburn and Rochester railroad has a cir- 
cuitous course, from east to west, through the county. 

CuMATE. The climate is mild and equable. 

In some secUone reminent and Inlertnillent t^vers prevail in aiilumn, bul ttie 
Bounty, as a whole, is decaedly healUiy. It is well adapted lo ihe groivtli and 
perfaEtion of tho peach, appls and oliiet ftulle. 

Gbolooy and Minerals. Slate is the underlying rock of the 
county, but it is generally covered with limestone, and, on the 
higher hills, with graywacke. In the southern part, the clay 
slate sometimes appears on the surface. In the west it alter- 
nates with the limestone, forming an excellent soil. The 
county lies mostly within Ihe limits of the Ontario group. 

Water lime, eypeuin and marl are abundant. Iron ore ia also founa in large 
"" ' ' ...... .^j. ijjig ^ |[jg ijjg^ interesting 

iiy, ia the carbQteiied hyirogcn 

sready, brilliant flame, till extii^t^lsbod by sliirma, or hy design. The gas has the 
odor of pit coal, and batna without euwke, hut depof Irs a small quantity of bitii- 
niinoua hmpblaefc The hiUKka where it appears are destituie of verdure, and 
no plant will live within its influence. There are shnllar springs in East Bloom- 
fleld and Bichmond. 

Soil and Vegetable Productions. The cflnstituents of the 
soil render it quite fertile, and the northern and central towns 
are peculiarly adapted to the raising ol" wheat and other grains. 
It also yields grass and fruits abundantly. 
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Pursuits. The people generally are engaged in. tilling the 
earth, and find a rich return for their toil, in the abundance it 
produces. More wheat ie raised in this county, than in any 
other in the state. It dso produces more wool, All kinds of 
fruit congenial to the climate, are produced in large quantities. 

The manufactures of the county are limited, as it has com- 
paratively little water power. They are chiefly flour, the va^ 
rious woollen fabrics, leather, malt and distilled liquors. 

IXfi'cominerce is confined to the transportation of its produce, 
and that principally on the Seneca Sake. 

Staples. These are, wheat, wool, oats, barley and butter. 

Schools. In 1841), there were 330 district sohoola, which 
were taught an average period of eight nionths, and contained 
14,617 pupils. The aroountpaidfor tuition wasS21,519. There 
were 87,106 volumes in the school libraries. 

There were in addition, Uiitty^flve select scUoola, with T06 scholars, two scad- 
emies, and one female seminary, wilh 246 pupils, and one collegB wliii eight pro- 
fesBiH^, and, including both depatuneutB, 200 students. 

Rbuqious Denominations. Metiodists, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Congregationalists, Episeopalians, Friends, UniveTeal- 
islB, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians and Roman Catholics. To- 
tal churches seventy-six— clergymen ninety-five. 

History. The whole of this county, as well as the counties 
of Steuben, Genesee, Allegany, Niagara, Chautauque, Monroe, 
Livingston, Erie, Yates, and the western half of Wayne and 
Orleans, was included in the Ijinds ceded by New York to Mas- 
sachusetts, and by that state to Messrs. Gorham and Phelps, 
in 1787. 

In 1783 Oliver Phelps, one of the proprietors, left Granville, 
Massachusetts, to explore tjiis far distant and unknown coun- 
try, amid the tearful adieus of his family and friends, who 
parted with him, not expecting his return. 

On his arrival at Canandaigua, he assembled the chiels of 
the Six Nations, and purdiased from them fheir title to two 
and a half millions of acres of land. In 1789, he opened, at 
Canandaigua, tiie first land office in America, for the sale of 
forest lands to settlers. 

His system of surveys by townships was subsequently adopt- 
ed by the United States government, in their surveys of new 
lands. Almost the whole gf the lands of this county were thus 
sold to actual settlers, a large proportion of whom were from 
New England. 

With a soil of extraordinary fertility, and a thrifty and indus- 
trious population; possessing scenery of unrivaled beauty, and 
removed from the danger of hostile incursions, the growth of 
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this county has been rapid and proaiierous, eince its first set- 
tlement, 

ViLLAGGB. CiNANDAiGOA VILLAGE in the town of Canaudaigua, 
was laid out by Messrs, Gorham and Phelps, in 1788, and is the 
county seat. It is delightfully situated, on an ascent, at the 
northern extremity of the lake of the same name, commanding 
afineviewofthatbeautiftilsheet of water. Its buildings, many 
of them handsome, are principally situated on a single broad 
street, running north and south, and are surrounded by highly 
cultivated gardens. 

The CanandaJgua academy, located here, ■wras founded by the 
munificence of Messrs. Gorham and Phelps, and is arnply sus- 
tauied by (he liberality of the inhabitants. It is also the seat of 
the Ontario female seminary, an ancient and respectable insti- 
tution. . Population about 3000. 

Geneva, in the town of Seneca, was founded by Messrs. An- 
nin and Barton, in 1794. In the beauty of its sitaatioa, it is 
unrivaled among the many beautiful villages of western New 
York. Situated at the northwest estremity of Senecalake, its 
princip^ street rune parallel with the shore of the lake, at an 
elevation of about 100 feet, and from many of its residences ter- 
raced gardens extend lo the banks of the lake. 

It has some manufactures, but is chiefly distinguished for its 
refined society, and for ihe advantages it aifords as a retreat for 
the scholar, the retired merchant, or the gentleman of fortune. 
The college, here, has an able corps of instructors, and is rising 
in reputation and usefulness. In beauty of location it is not 
surpassed by any institution in the United States. It has a 
flourishing medical department. There is also in this village a 
female seminary. Population about 4000. 

East and West Vienna, in the town of Phelps, are thriving 
villages, situated one mile distant from each other, on the out- 
let of Canandaigua lake. They are in the midst of a fine agri- 
cultural region and have some manufectories. East Vienna 
has a ferade seminary. The Auburn Eind Rochester railroad 
passes through the village. Population 1500. 

Bushville, partly in this county and partly in Yates, is a vil- 
lage of some importance, Population about 800. 

PoH Gibson, in the town of Manchester, is the only place 
where the Erie cajaal touches the county. 
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1. German Flats, 1788. 

2. Herkimer, 1788. 

3. Schuyler, 1793. 

4. Norway, 1792. 

5. Fairfield, 1796. 

6. Frankfort, 1798. 

7. Litchfield, 1796. 

8. Warren, 1790. 

9. Manheim, 1797. 

10. Newport, 1806. 

11. Ruaaia, 1806. 
13. Columbia, 181. 
13. Winfield, 1816. 
M. Danube, 1817. 
15. Salisbury, 1817. 
le. Ohio, 1823. 

17. Stark, 1828. 

18. Little i'-alle, 1839, 

19. Wilmurt, 1837. 

JUcnaitains. GG. Chateaugay. j. 

Otsquaga, i. Haasencleaver. 
Rivera. F. Mohawli. a. Black. 

h. East Canada Creek, f. West 

Canada Creek, b. Beaver, c. 

Moose. 
Falls, g. Trenton, I. Little. 
Lakes, d. Moose. 
Viltaees.' HEaKiMEa. LLtllo 

Falla. Fairfield. 



BouNDABiES. North by St. 
Lawrence county ; East by 
Hamilton, Fulton and Mont- 
gomery ; South by Otsego ; and 
West by Oneida and Lewis 
counties. 

Surface. The aurftice is di- 
versified, and crOBEed by moun- 
tains in every- direction. The 
Chateausay range enters the 
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county from tlie northeast, and runs soulhweet and unites with 
the Otsquaga Hills, which form the dividing ridge between the 
Mohawk and Susquehanna. 

This ridge is broken through, by the Mohawk river, at Little 
Falls. It yartes in height from 700 to 1200 feet. TheOCequaga 
Hills run from east to west, extending across the whole south- 
em portion of the county. They are about 1000 feet high. 

Between the Chateaugay mountains and the western Ime of 
the county, are the Highlands of Blacit river, which are broken 
through by West Canada creek The Hassencleaver moun- 
.tain, an isolated summit, having- a base of eight or nine miles, 
and a height of 800 or 1000 feet, also occupies its central 

The northern portion is elevated and rugged, but has not 
been thoroughly explored. The dividing ridge, between the 
waters of the St Lawrence and the Mohawk, cvossea it. 

RivEBa. The Mohawk passes through the county from east 
to west. Its principal tributaries are the East Canada and 
West Canada creeks. The latter, in a course of sixty miles, 
falls 1330 (eet, or on an average twenty-three feet to the mile. 
The Black, Moose, Beaver, and the head waters of the Oswe- 
gatchie river, aU aid in draining the northern portion of the 
county. 

Falls. The Little Falls, at the village of that name, on the 
Mohawk, deserve notice. They received their name in contra- 
distinction to the Great Falls of the Mohawk, at Cohoes. They 
extend, upon the river, three-fourths of a mile, the fall in that 
distance being forty-two feet, divided into two rapids, each of 
nearly a fourth of a mile in length, and separated by a stretch 
of deep water. 

The beauiy of tbe feu !s very much intraafied by ilie depHi of llis rivet lied, 
below tbe adJaCBnl banks of the delile, tlitougb wbich it passes. This ieHle is 
about lOO rods wide, two mJlee in length, and tbiesfroui 360 to 400 ftet above t)ie 
rivet, which baa worn foi itself iljia deep clVBnnel Ibroueh the ciumbling tocks, 

Trenton Falls, on the West Canada creek, are described un- 
der Oneida county. 

AKBB. There are numerous small lakes scattered over the 
northern part of the county, among which Moose lake is die 
largest. 

CfLKALS AND Railhoads. The Erie canal, Eind the Utica and 
Schenectady railroad, pass through the county, on either side 
of tlie Mohawk. 

Climate. The climate, owing to the numerous mountains, is 
cold, but healthy. 

Geology and Minerals. The northern part of the county is 
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primitive, the rocks being either granite or gneiss. On the bor- 
ders of the East and West Canada creelte, as well as in some 
other sectione, this is overlaid with limestone and elate. South 
of the MoMwIt, the prevailing roclt is slate, covered with sand- 
stone, or limestone, except at Fort hill, where the granite again 
makes its appearance. 

lis mineials ore quBtlz, cryetala of rare size and bf auly. heavy Epar. calcare- 
OBB apar. peatl Mid hrown apar. sulphuret of sine, galena, iron snl copper pyrilea, 
bog iron ore, flbrouB leleadne, loutoiaJine, anfl antliractle, ihough not in aulBcient 
quanUiiestobe or any pcactlCBl value, FobsUb, of great beaut; and perfection, are 
fbund in ihe vicinity of Tranion foils, and petii&ctionB on Uie Olsquaga creek, In 
(be lown of Stark. 

Soil and Veobtable Pbodoctions. The soil is generally 
arable, and some portions of it highly productive. It is better 
adapted to grass than to grain. The northern portion is said to 
be terrenand unproductive. 

The timber is principally oali. hemlock, pine, beech, che^ul, Idack birch, hick- 
ory, buuetpul, elm and maple. Pine and hemlock ate abunaant in the norihetn 

PoBHDiTH. Agn'cuUwre is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitants. From the hilly character of the surface, more atten- 
tion is necessarily paid to grazing, than to the culture of grain, 
and Herkimer stands in the front rank of grazing counties. Its 
cheese is particularly celebrated, and almost. One fourth of the 
whole amount produced in the state, is male in this county. 
More than eight milUona of poimds mere made in 1845. It also 
ranks high in the production of butter, wool and pork. 

Some attention is paid to marmfactwes, for which the water 
fldls of Ae principal streams afford fine fiicllities. The principal 
articles are leather, cotton and woollen goods, fiour, lumber and 

The transportation of its produce upon the Erie canal, consti- 
tutes the only commerce of the county. 

Staples. Cheese, butter and wool. 

Schools. There are 200 public school-houses, in which schools 
were taught, in 1846, an average period of eight months, and 
11,800 children received instruction, at a cost, for tuition, of 
815,459. The district libraries numbered 22,750 volumes. 

Tlie county has also Uiltty-iliree select schoola, niUi **3 pupila, tlitae acadooiies, 
and one female seminary, atleodedbj 331 pupils. 

Rbuqioub Den ominatioiss. Methodists, Baptists, Dutch Re- 
formed, Universalists, Presbyterians, Congregational ists, Epis- 
copalians, Roman Catholics, Unitarians and Jews. 

HisTOfiY. Atract of land, twelve miles square, lying between 
the East and West Canada creeks, in this county, constituted 
the royal grant, which Sir William Johnson obtained of old 
King Heudrick, and which was afterwards confirmed by the 
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king of England.* Another "f " ' """ a^rpo, lying in the nortli- 
ern part of the couaty, was granted in 1770, and called the Jer- 
seyfield patent. 

The fertile tract now known ae the German Flats, wa« 
patented'by a company of German Lntherans, in 1725. It con- 
eisted of a little more than 9000 acres of excellent land. Their 
residence w^s called Burnet's field, after Governor Burnet. A 
church was erected here, previous to the revolution, and a par- 
sonage of stone, which having been fortified, received the najne 
of Fort Herkimer. 

In common with ihe adjacent counties of Montgomery, Ful- 
ton, Oteego, Oneida and Schoharie, Herkimer suffered from 
the incursions of the savages and tories, during the revolution- 
ary contest. The brave old general whose name it perpetuates, 
died at hia residence, in Danube, in this county, in August, 
1777, of wounds received at the battle of Oriskany. 

In 1778, the villE^e of Herkimer was burned by the Indians 
and tories, under the direction of the Mohawk chieftain, Erant. 
Fortunately their approach had been discovered by the inhabit- 
ants, who fled to Forts Dayton and Herkimer, for protection. 
Two individuals, however, were killed, every house and barn 
destroyed, and. the cattle, horses and sheep driven away by the 
Indians. 

In 1780, a party of Indians and tories visited Little Falls, for 
the purpose of destroymg the milla there, which were of great 
importance to the inhabitants. They accomplished their object, 
killed one man, and took five or six prisoners. Two of the oc- 
cupants of one of the mills, concealed themselves in the race- 
way, beneath the water wheel, and after the conflagration of 
the mili, and the departure of the Indians, made their escape. 

Villages. Herkimer, the county seat, is handsomely situa- 
ted in the valley of the IJohawk, in the town ol'the same name. 
It haa a fine hydrauhc power, sufficient to drive a large amount 
of machinery. The academy here is in a flourishing condition. 
The county buildings are on the most improved models, com- 
bining security and comfort. Population about 1000. 

Little Falls, sitiwited on both sides the Mohawk, in the town 
of that name, is celebrated for the beauty of its scenery. It is 

' ^he 'nay En which this land was obtaMed, was said ld be ihe follErwing. air 
WilUani hHiiDi reoelied, fMim BnglaiKl, several rich suUs of uuirorm, Uie old 
Sachem, Eeaariisk, virilsd Uia man niter, and Boent iheaielil. In the morning 
becamelaeicl^Uuaandsaid, "MsdrsunlutDlgbC." "Andivhat did Tou 
drcAml" Enquired tlie baroneCi "me dreaJQ jon Eire me one fine suit of clolhea,*' 
was Ihe reply. The baronet, of course, complied wiib his requesi. 
■«"■ lone aiier, he returned the visit, and in (he morninE, stud lo his Indian 
'Ii&esmed laBt nigllt" "Ah," saldlhe Indian, "What did voudreamr' 
■" ronliBrt Hfr William. I'lhat jou gaTB me suoh a piece of land," 
old Saehem, "Me five it you, but me no 
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larg^y engaged in manulactures, and has an academy for the 
education of both sexes, for which the citizens have erected a 
noble granite edifice. Its houses, mostly of atone, are remark- 
able for their neat and substantial appearance. 

Here is a deep cut on the canal, of two miles, through solid 
rock, which presented an obstacle to the Erie canal, only svir- 
paased by that at Lockport. The canal constructed by the 
Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, in 1802, ia con- 
nected with the Erie canal at this place, by a magnificent axjae- 
duct of white marble. The finest quartz crystals in the United 
States are found here. Population about 3000. 

Fairfield is a pleasant rural village, the seat of an academy 
of considerable distinction. The college of physicians and sur- 
geons, of the western district, was formerly located here, and 
occupied a fine building. This medical school, though formerly 
highly popular, has recently been discontinued. 

Mohawk, ill the town of German Plats, is situated on the 
line of the canal. It is a flourishing village, and furnishes a 
good market for the produce of this section of the county. Pop- 
ulation 800. 

Newport, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village, 
with considerable manufactures. Population about 600. 

Frdn^rf, in the town of the same name, has some manulac- 
tures. Population 600. 

MiddleDilie, in the town of Fairfield, Winton, in the town of 
Salisbury, and Russia, in the town of the same name, are vil- 
lages of some importance. 
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■g Miles, 636. Population, 68,338. 

iiied, nOl. VolLiiition, 1845, %1%6'. 




1. HoosicU, 1788. 
a, Pittstown, 1788. 

3. Scaghtiooica, 1788. 

4. Stephentown, IISS. 

5. Petersburgh, 1791. 

6. GreenbusE, 1793. 
- - ■ ■ i, 1795. 



S. Troy City, 1796. 

9. Nassau, 1806. 
10. Beilin, 180fi. 
il. Brunswick, 1807. 

12. Grafton, 1807. 

13. Lansinburgh, 1807. 

14. Sand Lake. 



^fountains. Y. Peterborough, g. Williamstown. 
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Sivera and Creeks. C. Hudson River. 

Ci-aek. i. Kinderhook. h. Vallitje. 

tenkjU. 
Falls. Hoosick. 
Villages. Tbov City. Greenbush, Lansingburgh. Scaghticoka 

Hoosick FbIJs. 

BousDABiea. North by Washington county; East by the 
states of MaBsachuEetts and Vermont ; South by Coiambia 
county ; and West by the Hudson river. 

Surface. The surfkce of the county is diversified. From 
the valley of the Hudson it rises, somewhat precipitously, more 
than 200 feet. Thence the county is rolling, to the base of the 
Peterborough mountains. These mountains attain their high- 
est elevation near the centre of the county, subsiding into mod- 
erate hilia, at the northern and southern extremities. This 
ridge is separated from the Taghkanic range, here called the 
Williamstown mountains, by a valley from one to three miles 
in width. 

RrvEHB. This county is abundantly watered. Beside the 
Hudson, its prinoipfJ streams are, the Hoosick river, Tom- 
henick, Kinderhook and Vallitje creeks, Wynaiitsldll, and Po- 
estenkill. 

Railroads. The Western Railroad, which connects Boston 
and Albany, terminates at East Albany. The Troy and Green- 
hush Railroad connects this with Troy. The Troy and Sara- 
toga, and the Troy and Schenectady Railroads, both terminate 
in this county. They cross the Hudson at Troy, on a noble 
bridge, 1650 feet in length. 

Climate. The climate of the county is mild, but exposed to 
great extremes of temperature. It 'm considered healthful. 

Geolocy and Minerals. The county is wholly of the trans- 
ition formation. The basis rock is clay slate, upon which is 
imposed limestone, graywacke, and some red sandstone. 

Pooling Blale is extepsively quattied in Hoosick, Slephentown, and Troy. Iron 
is ibuoa <n aaveral placea, bul is Utile wtought. Marl, of euperior qualily, is 
abimdaniin Sand Lake, and ScagMcoke. Epsom ratoate found in LausingbutBli ; 

phur aptiii^ in the counly. 

Soil and Vegetable Pboddctions. There is considerable 
variety in the soil, but a loam, composed of sand and clay, and 
quite fertile, extends over the greater part of the county. Con- 
fiiderable tracts are well adapted to wheat, but grass and sum- 
mer crops succeed better in the uplands, in the northern and 
eastern sections. The principal timber is oak, hemlock, spruce, 
chestnut, and hickory. 

PuBsniTB. /IgricMftwre is extensively and profitably pursued. 
The productions of the dairy are large. The rearing of cattle, 
11 
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horses, and sheep, receives much attention. It in the largest 
flax growing county in the state. 

The Mamtfactures of the county are numeroue and varied. 
The principal articles are flour, cotton and woollen goods, 
various Itinds of iron ware, leather, carriages and sleighs, 
railroad cars, malt and distilled liquors, oil, &c. 

Commerce. The commerce of the county ia quite extensive, 
and is carried on principally through the ports of Troy, Lan- 
singburgh, and Greenbush. 

Staples. Flax, oats, potatoes, corn, butter and wool. 

Schools. In 1846, there were in the county, 192 district 
school-houses, in wWch schools were maintained an average pe- 
riod of nine months, and 13,040 children received instruction. 
The wages of teachers amounted to S21,83 The number of 
volumes in tlie district libraries was 26,921. 

Thorewere also seventy-five pilvate Khools. with 1923 pupUs, aii academleB 

Reugioue Denominations. Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists, Dutch Reformed, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, Uni- 
versalists, Unitarians, Friends, and Congregation alists. There 
are ninety-five churches, and eighty clergymen. 

HisTOBT. All the towns of this counfy, except Scaghlicoke, 
Pittstown, Hoosick, the north part of Lansingbargh, and part of 
Troy, belong to the Manor of Renseeiaerivycli. The farms are 
generally rented at the rate of ten bushels of wheat for the hun- 

Pittstown was probably settled at an earlier period than any 
-other portion of the county, emigrants having located therein 
1650. 

Scaghticolie was also settled by Dutch and German families 
at an early period, probably about 1700. The first settlement 
on the present site of Troy, was made in 1720, by Derick Van- 
derheyden. He obtained a lease of 490 acres, no v constituting 
the most densely populated portion of the city, for three and 
three-quarters budiels of wheat and four fat fowls annually. 

His descendants continued to occupy the land, and from them 
it assumed the name of Vanderheyden's ferry, which it con- 
tinued to bear till 1789, when the more classic appellation of 
'■' Troy" was Eubstituted lor it. 

On the Igth August, 1777, aportionof the battle of Benning- 
ton was tbnght wjthin the limits of Hoosick, in lliis coun^. 

A cantonment was erected at Greenbush, for the United 
States troops, during the late war with Great Britain. 

Cities and Villages. Troy City, the seat of justice for the 
county, is pleasantly situated on the Hudson, six miles north ol' 
Albany. It was laid out in 1789, and made the county seat in 
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1791, It JB well builc, with wide and well shaded elreets. The 
coart house, and several of the other public buildings, exhibit 
great architectural merit. 

Itislarg-el}' eng^aged in manufactures of almost every deecrip- 
tioh; cast and bar iron,nails, cotton and woollen goods, coaches, 
sleighs, wagons, redlroad cars, flour, distilled and malt liquors, 
leather, cordage, steam engines, machinerj', &c., are the 
principal. The entire value of its manufactures exceeds 
84,000,000 per annum. 

The schools of Troy have long maintained a high rank. The 
Rensselaer Institute, founded by, and named after, the late Pa- 
troon, is an excellent practical school, designed to furnish young 
men with a thorough mathematical education, and to fit them 
for the practice of civil engineering. 

The Troy Female Seminary, begun inMiddlebury, Vermont, 
in 1S14, and removed to Troy iB 1821, has long ranked among 
the first institutions oi'its kind in the country. Nearly 6000 pu- 
pils have been educated in it, many of whom have afterwards 
become teachers in various parts of tlie Union. 

Us former and present principals, have won for themselves 
the highest reputation as instructors. It has twenty-four teach- 
ers and other officers, and more than 200 pupils. 
The Troy Acadeniy is also an excellent institution. 
The Lyceum of Natural History has a fine library and cabi- 
net, and is well conducted. The Young Men's Association pos- 
sess a large and well selected library, a cabinet and reading 
room, and sustain a course of lectures annually. 

The city is connected with Schenectady, Saratoga, and East 
Albany, by railroads, and by means of the last witii the great 
Western Railroad to Boston. Excellent McAdamized roads 
have also been constructed to Albany and to Bennington ; the 
Erie and Champlain canals, here forming the Junction canal, 
bring immense quantities of lumber and produce to the city, and 
receive in return mamifactured goods. 

The commerce of the cify is quite large. Three large and 
seven or eight smaller sf«amboats, about sixty sloops and 
schooners, and twenty-five or thirty barges, are owned here, 
and employed in transporting produce and manufactured arti- 
cles to New York. There are also several lines of packets ply- 
ing to other ports, together wilJi a large number of packet and 
freight boats, on Uie Erie and Champlain canals. Population 
§5,000. 

The village of West Tray, on the west bank of the Hudson, 
though in another county, may almost bo considered a suburb 
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of Troy, witliwliicb it is connected by a fine bridge and. two 
ferries, 

Latwinghurgh, in the town of the same aame, is three miles 
north of Troy, It was settled before tliat city, and was for a 
considerable period the more important village. It has cxteti- 
Hive manufactories. By means of a tock, in the state dam Eicrosa 
the Hudson, sloops ascend the river to the village. The Lan- 
ejngburgh Academy was one of the first institutions of the kind 
established in the state. The village is one of the oldest in the 
state, having been organized in 1771, and incorporated in 1787, 
Population 3500. 

Scagkticoke Point, in the town of Scaghticoke, is a thriving 
manufecturing village ; cotton, linen, and hemp goods, powder, 
and powder kegs, are largely manufactured here. Popula- 
tion 1400. 

Greenbush is a thriving village in the town of the aame name, 
opposite the ci^ of Albany. The great Western railroad, and 
the Troy and Greenbush railroad terminate here. The United 
States beu-racka, erected in 1814, were on an eminence about a 
milesoutheaat of the village. They were very extensive, having 
been intended for the accommodation of 5000 troops, but are now 
in ruins. Population laOO. 

Hoosick FaUs, in the town of Hoosick, is a thriving manufac- 
turing village. Population 500. 

Nassau and Berlin, in the towns of the same names, are vil- 
lages of some importance. 

Sclwdac Lathing, in the town of Schodac, is a thriving 
village. 
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•i. Cherry Valley, 1791 

3, Richfield, 1792-. 

4, Uuadilla, 1792. 

5, Burlington, 1793. 

6, Butternufa, 1796. 

7, Milford, 1786. 

8, Oneonta, 1796. 
S. Pittsfield, 1797. 

d, 1797. 
■, 1797, 



13. Middlefield, 1797. 

13. Exeter, 1799, . 

14. PiainEeld, 1799 

15. Hartwick, 1802. 

16. New Lisbon, 1806. 

17. Decatur, 1803. 
IS. Edmestoii, leoS. 
19, Maryland, 1808. 
SO. Westfovd, 1808, 
21. Laurens, 1810, 
aa. Otogo, isaa. 
Mount Ii 



: I, Google 



'. OF NEW YORK. 



Lakes, i. Summit, j. Caniiileragaor Schojler k Oise^o 

Batlle Melds. Cherry Valley. 

Villages, Cooperstown. Cherry Valley. 

BoDNDARiBs. Nofth by Oneida, Herkimer and Montgomery 
counties ; East by Schoharie and Delaware; South by Dela- 
ware i and West by Madison and Chenango counties. 

SuflFACE. The surface is greatly diversified by mountains, 
hills, valleys and plains. The Kaafsberga extend along its 
eastern border, connecting, a little above Cherry Valley vil- 
lage, with Mount Independence, whose summit, more than 2000 
feet above tide water, affords a noble prospect, opening, in some 
directions, nearly 100 miles in extent. 

At this elevation, a narrow table land ru-sEdong the northern 
confines of the county, forming the western coniinuation of the 
Kaatsbergs, and decliena gradually toward the south, divided, 
however, by the streams, into nu.nerous hijh ridges and deep 
valleys. 

There are six principal valleys thus formed, viz. Cherry Val- 
ley, the valley of the Elk creek, tiiat of Schenevae creek, the 
valleys of the Otego and Butternut creeks, and of the Unadilla 
riper. The direction of tliese valleys is generally south-south- 
weelerly, 

RivEHS. This county is well watered. The Susquehanna, 
which forms nearly half its southern boundary, is the principal 
stream. It takes its rise m Summit lake, whose waters also 
discharge, in seasons of flood, into the Mohawk. Its course 
through the county is placid, tlie descent, in the distance of 
forty-five miles, probably not exceeding five feet to the mile. 

The Unadilla, a branch of the Susquehannah, washes the 
eastern border of the counte^. The Cherry Valley creek, on 
whose banks such deeds of blood were committed, in the early 
settlement of the county, is also a tributary of the Susquehanna, 
as are tlie Sohenevas, Otego, Otsdewa, and Butternut creeks. 

Lakes. Otsego lake is nine miles long, and from one to three 
wide. The hills which, encircle it are elevated from 400 to 500 
feet above its surface. This lake is 1188 feet above tide water. 
The purity of its waters, and the rich and varied scenery which 
surrounds it render it an attractive summer resort. 

Canaderaga, or Schuyler's lake, is abeauHful sheet of water, 
five miles long, and from one to two wide. 
Summit lake is the source of. the Susquehanna. It is a 
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small b6dy of watef, But lias an altitude, above tide water, of 
1346 feet. 

Oromhorn pond, dn the Cromhom mountain, in Maryland, ia 
tliree miles circumference, and is one of the highest ponds in the 

ClimaM, Owing to the elevation of tbie county the climate 
is cooler than in some other portions of the state. The diver- 
sity of its surface insures a perfect drainage, aud renders it 
highly salubrious. 

Geology and McNEiiALa. This county belongs to the transi- 
tion eystera. It is underlaid with clay slate, over whicii la 
graywacke slate, sandstone, and in the north limestone. 

In Cherry Valley and SprinefleU, gray niatble of good qualliy ia found. It is 
susceptible of a ti^h polisli, and Bbounds with animal fDssilB. Magnesia is one 
of its conslftuenlB. Tbe graywacke also furniabes an excenent building matetial. 
TlierB are some sulphur sptloga In the county ; that at Hlcbfleld Is lilgbly impreg • 
natel, and often visited for its medicinal qualities. 

Soil and Vegetable Productions. The soil is very fertile. 
The timber of this section ij principally oak, white pine, hem- 
lock, beech and maple. Oats, corrk, barley, wheat, hops and 
potatoes are the principal crops. 

PuRanrrs. AgricuUui'e, particularly the rearing of cattle, 
horses find sheep, a,aA manitfacturea are the principal pursuits. 
There are no mines, but some extensive marble quarries near 
Cherry Valley. 

The Susquehanna is the only navigable stream in the counts, 
and is mainly used for the treinsportation of himber, of which 
considerable quantities are sent to market annually. 

The maniifacturea of the county are numerous, and increas- 
ing in quantity and value with great rapidity. The mostimpor- 
tantare flour, lumber, cotton and woollen goods, (including 
prints,) leather, iron, &c. In 1845, they exceeded $1,100,000 

Staple PRooncnoNs. Wool, beef, pork, butter, cheese, and 
lumber, are the principal productions. 

Schools. There were in the county, in 1846, 316 district 
school-houses, iti which schools were taught an average period 
of eight months; 16,859 scholars were instnicted during the 
year, at an expense for tuition of about 819,385. The district 
libraries contained 31,366 «ilumes. 

There were itie same year, in the county, ihrity-nine private schools, wiib 052 
pupils, and tbree academics wiili233 students. 

Religious DBWOMiNATioNa. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Friends, Universal- 
ists, and Unitarians. There were, in 1S45, eighty-eight 
churches of all denominations, and ninety-eight clergymen. 
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History. The early history of this county contains many 
events of thrilling intereBt. The first eettkment in the county, 
waa made in 1739, by Mr. John Lindesay, a Scotch gentleman 
of Bome fortune and diHtioction, who, in conjunction with three 
other gentlemen, had obtained a patent for a tract of SOOO acres, 
in the present town of Cherry Valley. The place for several 
years was called Lindesay's Bush. 

Mr. Lindesay sednloualy cultivated tlie friendship of the Mo- 
hawke, with, whom this section was a favorite hunting ground, 
and soon had reason to rejoice that he had done so, for in the 
winter of 1740, his stock ol' provisions was eshausted, and on 
account of the depth of the snow, he was unable (o procure sup- 
plies from the distant settlements, but the friendly Indians 
brought food on their backs, and thus administered to his wants. 

In 1741, by the persuasion of Mr. Lindesay, Rev. -Samuel 
Dunlap, an Irieh clergyman of education and talent, was in- 
duced to emigrate, witli several of his friends, to the number in 
all of abouttbirty persons, to thiscounty. Soon alter their ar- 
rival, provision was made for the erection of a church, a school- 
house, and a grist and saw-mill, 

Mr. Dunlap opened, in 1743, a classical school for boys, the 
first in the state west of Albany. 

The settlement progressed but slowly for the nest ten yeara. 
Mr. Lindesay was not weli adapted to tiie management of an 
infant settlement, and after expending his fortune in the enter- 
prise, necessity compelled him to abandon it. He entered the 
array, and died in New York, after serving a few years as 
lieutenant. 

A few years later, smedl settlements were made at Spring- 
field, Middlefield, Laurens and Otego. 

In 1772, when the county of Tryoji was ibrmed, the whole 
pbpulatioa of Chetry Valley was somewhat less than threehun- 
dred; and of the entire western portion of the state, {Tryon 
county comprising all that portion of the state lying west of a 
line drawn through the centre of Schoharie,) but a few thou- 
eands. 

A number of the inhabitants had served in the French war, 
and had suffered from the hostile incursions of the Indians. 

During the Revolution, the inhabitants of this county, aswell 
as those of the frontier settlements generally, were agitated 
with fear of the tories and Indians, but though often alarmed, 
they did not suffer from the devastating effects of the border 
wars, in their own setliementB, till the autumn of 1778. 

Riomors of an intended attack of the Indians and tories hav- 
ing reached the inhabitants in the spring, ihey fortified the 
church, and Colonel Aiden, with a portion oi an eastern regi- 
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ment, was etationed to defend the settlement. The eummer, 
atid two of the autumn monthe passed, without the appearance 
of the enemy, and believing fhemseives secure, the farmerH left 
Ihe ibrt, and returned to their hoiaea. 

On the 6th of Noi'ember, Colonel Alden received intelligence 
from Fort Schuyler, of the approach of a large force of Indians 
and tories towani Cherry Valley ; on the dissemination of thia 
intelligence, the settlers requested permission to remove into 
the Ibrt, or at least to deposittheir most valuable property there. 
Colonel Alden denied both requests, and with die most crim- 
inal apatky, considering the report unfounded, took no efficient 
measures to ascertain its truth. He stationed scouts in differ- 
ent districts, but they, actuated by the same feelings with fheii' 
commander, kindled a fire, lay down to sleep, and were all cap' 
tured by the enemy. 

On the night of the, 10th of November, 1778, the enemy, tin° 
der command of the brutal Walter Butler, and Brant, the Mo- 
hawk chieilain, encamped within one mile of the fort, and on 
the morning of the Uth, approached it, 

Colonel Alden, in addition to his other imprudences, had 
lodged the officers of his garrison in different houses in the 
neighborhood. By means of their prisoners, the enemy discov- 
ered in which houses they were lodged, emd took them all 
captives. 

Colonel Alden himself was not in the fort, and on receivmg 
inteUigence of the commencement of the attack, was still incred- 
ulous, but ordered the guard to be called in, and went toward 
the tort. Dearly did he pay for his apathy and incredulity ; he 
was among the first victims of the cruel massacre which now 
took place. 

The family of Mr. Robert Wells, (onsisting of twelve per- 
sons, were all murdered in cold blood, and one of the toriee 
boasted that he had killed Mr. Wells while at prayer. 

The wile and one daughter of the Rev. Mr. Dunlap, the har- 
dy pioneer of the settlement, already mentioned, were also ea" 
crificed, and himself only spared through the importunity of an 
Indian. The wife and four children of Mr, Mitchell, were also 
inhumanly butchered by the wretches. Thirty -two of the 
inhabitants, mostly women and children, and aisteen continental 
soldiers were killed, and a large number made prisoners ; edlthe 
houses and other buildings of the settlement were burned ; and 
the sun, which that morning looked on a quiet and happy vil- 
lage, in that beautiful valley, shed its last rays that evening 
upon smouldering rums, and lifeless corses weltering in their 

A conference was held at Unadilla in this comity, between 
Genera! Herkimer and Brant, the year previous to this massa- 
11* 
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ere, in which the General attempted, though uni 
dieauEide the Indians from taking part in the contest. 

Since the close of the Revolution, the progress of this county 
has been rapid, and its quiet undisturbed by the warwhoop of 
the Indian, OP the battle-cry of the white warrior. 

Vu-LAOBs, &c. CooPEEiSTOWN, the coonty eeat, is a village in 
the town of Otsego. It is situated at the southern extremity of 
Otsego Lake, and in the beauty of its scenery, and the salubrity 
of its climate, has few equals among the lovely villages of cen- 
tral New York. 

The town is largely engaged in the manufacture of cotton 
goods and paper. Population 1400. 

Cherry Valley, whose thrilling story has already been nar- 
rated, received its name from its situation, and the great abun^ 
dance of the wild cherry in its vicinity. It is a pleasant village, 
situated in a delightful valley. 

The Cherry Valley Academy, a flourmhing chartered insti- 
tution, is located here. Population 1100. 

ifarfmcfc is principally distinguished for its Lutheran Theo- 
logicaland Ciaesical Seminary, a ilourishing and well conducted 
institution. 

Springfield, so called from a large, deep spring in the town, 
has an agreeably diversified surface, and comprises several vil- 
lages. It has some quarries of very good marble. 

ScUt-spring-ville has its name from a small brine spring near 
it, from which eait was manufactured during the Revolution. 
It is worthy of notice for its distance from the great salt springs 
of the state, and its elevation abpve tide water. 

The Chyle ia a noted limestone sink, iti tliis town, eighty 
yards io circuit and about twelve feet deep; it is oval inform. 
After rains or- thaws, it ia filled with water, which gradually 
discharges itself by small orifices below, giving the water a 
whirling motion. 

Vnadilla is pleasantly situated on the Susquehanna. It has 
two fine covered bridges, eajsh 350 feet in length, resting on 
three arches. It has also conserable lumber trade. A species of 
sandstone is quarried here for grindstones. Population about 
800. 

GilbertavUle, on the Butternut creek, is a thriving manufac- 
turing village, and has a flourishing ai 
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1. Ballstown, 1788. 11. Edinburgh, 1801. 

2. HaUmoon, 1788. 12. Hadlej, ISOl. 

3. Saratoga, nSS. 13. Malta, ISOa. 

4. Stillwater, 1788. 14. Moreau, 1805. 

5. Charlton, 1792. 15. Watertwd, 1316. 
0, Galway, 1762. 16. Corinth, ISIS. 
7. Milton, 1792. 17. Wiiton, 18iS. 

S. Greenfield, nfl3. 18. Day, 1819. 

9. Proyidence, 1736. 19. Saratoga Springs, 1819. 

10. Northumberland, 1798. , 20. Clifton-park, 1828. 

JIfountains. m. Palmeflown Mountains, EE. Kajadetosscrag. 
JKuerS. C. Hudson River. F. Mohawli. a. Sacandaga. c. Kaya- 

deroaaeras or Fish Creek. 
Falli. b. Cohoes. k, Hadley. n. Glens, o. Bakers. 
Lakes, f. Sarati^a. g. Round, h. Long. i. Owl. 
Battle Fields. Bemis' Heights. Schuylerville. 
Villagts, Ballstok Spa. Saratoga Springs. Waterfbtd. Schuy- 
lerville. Mechanicsville. 

Boundaries. North by Warren county; East by Hudaon. 
Biver ; South by Albany and Schenectady; and West by Mont- 
gomery, Fulton, and Hamilton counfiea. 

Surface. The snrface of this county is much diversified and 
may be divided into mountainous, hilly, and plain lands. The 
Palmertown mountains enter the county a few miles west ol 
Glen's Falls, and sink to its general level near Saratoga Springs. 
The Kaj^erosseras range crosses the northweetern corner, 
and is broken through, in the town of Day, by the Sacandaga 
river. South of that town, a lateral spur, extending in a south- 
erly direction, unites with Flint Hill of Schenectady coun^. 
The hilly portion lies east of the mountains, while the level em- 
braces the eastern and southeastern sections of the county. 

RivBBa The Hudson is the main river, forming its eastern 
and a large portion of its northern boundary line. It receives in 
its course, from this county, the Sacandaga, Fish creek, and the 
Mohawk river which waters it on the south. 

FALLa The " Great Falls" oi'the Hudson are formed by the 
Palmertown mountains crossing this river in the town of Co- 
rinth. After a rapid of a mile and adescent of thirty feet, the 
river has a perpendicular fall of thirty feet more. There is a 
remarkable sluice 120 yards above, twelve yards long and tour 
wide, through which the great body of the water flows with 
great velocity. Parts of Glen's, Baker's, and Cohoes falls are 
also in this county, partioukr descriptions of which are given 
under Warren and Albany counties. 

Lakes. Saratoga lake, at the junction of the towns of Malta, 
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Stillwater, Saratoga and Saratoga Springe, is nine miles long 
and three wide. 

The shore immediately around the lake ie marsliy, readering 
it inaccessible except in a few places ; the country back rises 
into lofty ridges and forms a vast amphidieatre of picturesque and 
cultivated landscape. The fine fish which inhabit its waters, 
and the game that frequent its banks, ar< objects of much attrac' 
tion to the epor smaa. The visito s to the neighboring springs 
often resort her ■, and And ample accommodations at the public 
houses on the western shore. A steamboat plies its waters. 

Snake Hill projects into the lake from the east, and rises 200 
feet above i .-i bu i' ce. 

Round l^e, four miles in circumference, Long lalie, in the 
town of Bailslown, five miles long and one wide, (a beautiful 
sheet of water, abundantly supplied with fish,) and Owl lake, 
are the other lEikes worthy of notice. 

The Champleda canal runs through the eastern border of the 
county. 

CuMATE. The county is subject to extremes of heat and 
cold. The sandy nature of the soil, in the eastern and southern 
sectiona, renders the heat of summer intiinse, while its locatioQ 
at the junction of the Mohawk and Hudson valleys, causes the 
cold of winter to be equally severe. It is ho a ever considered 
healthy. The principaldiseasesare of a pulmonary nature. 

Geology and Mimbrals. This county comprises primitive, 
transition, and alluvial formations, and aflbrds to the geologist 
a rare field of observation and interest. The mountains are 
primitive in their formatiou, consisting principally of gneiss, 
granite, tuid hypersthene. Fragments of these rocks, corres- 
ponding with those in place, in the form of boulders and peb- 
bles, are scattered over the whole county. The transition for- 
mation borders the primitive, upon the east and south, and ap- 
pears in the valley between the great mountain ridges. It con- 
sists of pudding stone, sandstone, limestone, argillaceous and 
graywacke slate, and graywacke. The argillaceous slate, a 
fragile and crumbling rock, underUes the greater part of the 
county not included in the primitive region. 

At the southern germination of Palmertown mountains, two 
miles north of Saratoga Springs, occurs a bed of oolitic lime- 
stoiie, extending across the valley which separates the Palmer- 
town irom the Kayaderosseras mountains. It is the only known 
locality of this formation in the state. 

The diluvial and Ediuvial deposites include the pine plains, ex- 
tending from the northern to the southern limits of the county. 
They also cover the transition formation, and border the streams. 
They consist of sand, clay, marl, and rounded fragmenls of 
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etone, and in many portions of the county are deposited to an 
unknown depth. 

Bog iron ore, raoenssiii, ehrysobcfyl, granitB, tnilnnolinc, mica, feldspar, apa- 
lite, and grapbita or black load, ats Ihe principal minerals. 

But the moat remarkable of the mtaera! productions of this 
county, are its springs. These are principally acidulous, saline 
and chalybeate ; there are however a few sulphurous waters. 
There are fifty or sixty of the acidulated mineral aprings^ 
They are quite uniform in their temperature, being generally 
about 50° F^renheit. Their composition is also very similar. 
They contain carbonic acid, and atmospheric air, from thirty- 
five to forty cubic inches to the pint of water ; and from thirty- 
five to seventy-five grains of solid matter, consisting of chloride 
of sodium, (common salt,) carbonates of soda, magnesia, lime, 
aiid iron, and generally iodine and bromine in minute quantities. 
One or two of the springs contain but slight traces of iron, and 
iodine in larger quanU'ties. 

The principal springs are the Congress, Washington, Put 
nam's, the Pavilion, Iodine, and Union springe at Saratoga; the 
Pubho Well, the New WaBhington, and the Park springs at 
Balisfon Spa. The analysis of several is subjoined.* 

* The roUondng is an analfsis of one gallon (two hundred and Ihiny-one cubic 

CONOSBSS SpaiHG. 

Grains. 
Chloride of a>dium a63,ai» 



Sulphate of aiila 
Iodide of eodium > 



Chloride of aodium - - . . . 13;, 



AlQKtspheric 0, 
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Their virtues were Imown to tlic Indians, but they carefully 
Concealed thera from the whites. In 1767, their affection for 
Sir William Jolmson, who had been a long time ill, led them to 
oommunicate them to him. They guided him to the High Rock 
spring, in the town of Saratoga Springe, and the use of the 
mineral waters for a few-weelts, completely restored his health. 

In 1773, the first attempt waa made to establish a house for 
the accommodation of visitors. It was unsuccessful. The fol- 
lowing year, one John Arnold established a rude tavern near 
the High Rock spring. He was succeeded by one Norton, who, 
during- the Revolution, abandoned his tavern and joined the 
British army. After several changes, it passed into the hands 
of a Mr. Bryant, who must be regarded as the first permanent 
settler. 

In, 1733, Gfcneraj Schuyler opened a road to the High Rock 
spring* from Fish creek, and the succeeding year built a small 
frame house near that spring, where he spent five or six weelts 
every summer, during tie remainder of his life. 

Veobtablb ProduoTions. The soil upon the mountainous 
portion is light and barren, and on the plains, excepting some 
alluvial bottoms, which are highly fertile, sandy and productive 



Cblotide of sodirnn - 
Si-OHrboDBleofeada - 
Bl-mrtwijUe of magaei 
Csrbonate of lime 
Hydriodate of sods 
Ceibodftto of iron 
SUex una alumina - 



' This High Rock spcii^ is enclosed In g, coniceJ rock of tufa (lime) about four 
feet tiiifli and Iwenly-seven feel In circnaiference at ilB base. The ivator In IJiIh Is 
BO'sn feat eight Inches in deplh, and rises milhln two feel four inches of Ihe top. 
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of light crops. The timber of the uplands is oak, hickory, and 
chestnut; of tJie plains, maple, beech, ash, elm, white and yel- 
low pine. 

Pursuits. The people are mainly engaged to agriculture. 
Mid large quantities of grain are annually produced. Most of 
the improved lands are under a careful and profitable cultiva- 

Manufacturee. These are chiefly confined to the eouthern 
section, yet they form an increasingly important interest. Flour, 
lumber, cotton and woollen goods, and iron, are the leading 
artic!ee. 

SiAFija Phoductiohs. Oats, potatoes, corn, and butter. 

ScHOOLB. There were 216 public schools, taught on an aver- 
age eight months, during the year 184(i, having in attendance 
11,714 scholars, and paying their teachers 116,005. The num- 
ber of volumes in the district libraries is 25,532. 

The number of privBle Bohofils Is fotty^tour, , allended by 898 pupila. There 

Ebuoiods Denominatjons. Methodist-*, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, Cougrcgationalista, 
Friends, Unitariane, (JniversalistB, andRomanCatholics. The 
number of churches of all denominations m ninety-sis, of cler- 
gymen, eighty-nine. 

HisTOBY. The settlements in this county were made at a 
very early date. 

Vem Schiuck's patent, comprising the town of Waterford and 
ihe adjacent country; the Saratoga patent north of this, embra- 
cing a tract six miles square on the Hudson, and the Apple 
patent lying on the Mohawk and extending three miles back 
into the woods towards Ballaton iake, were granted about the 
year 1700. 

The patent ofKayaderosseras, embracing nearly the whole 
of the county not previously conveyed, was granted in 170S, to 
a company of thirteen individuals, of whom David Schuyler and 
Robert Livingston were the most prominent. 

The exact date of the first settlement on the other patents ia 
uncertain; on the Kayaderosseras they were mode as early as 
1715. 

In 1747, the Indiana from Canada attacked the settlement li, 
Fish Creek, now Schuyler ville, burned the \ Ilage and killed 
thirty families. After the conquest ot Canada settlen ents 
were rapidly made, but confined, for some years to the neigh 
borhood of the Hudson and Mohawk rivers 

Much of the land in this county ia still holden under Ihe an 
nual rent of fifteen or twenty cents per acre paytWe to the 



t.o«gk 



SARATOGA ClOUNTY. 245 

■s of the company to whom the Kayaderosaeras patent 

Thia county is particularly distinguislied for tlie events of 
Oeueral Burgoyne's campaign in 1777, and liie surrender wliich 
took place withia its limits. The general cipcumstejioes con- 
nected with this campaign have been already narrated ; but a 
more particular notice of some of the events which transpired 
in this comity may with propriety be introduced here. 

After the defeat of Colonels Bama and Breyman at Benning- 
ton, Gieneral Burgoyne liad employed hia troops in transport 
ing miiitEiry stores from Ticonderoga to Fort Edward, until the 
ISthof Septeiber. 

Meanwhile General Schuyler, who had repeated from Port 
Kdward to Stillwater, and tiience to the islands at the mouth of 
the Mohawk, had received considerable reinforcemenls. On 
the 19th of August, he was superseded by General Gates, who 
decided to return to Stillwater, which place he reached with his 
army on the 9th of September. He immediately selected a 
strong position on Bemis' Heights, and proceeded to fortify his 

Oa the 13th and 14th, Burgoyne crossed the Hudson and 
encamped on the heights and plains of Saratoga. On the 17th 
he approached within four miles ol'tlie American camp, and on 
the 19thadvanced against the left wing of the American ^my, 
designing ifpoEsibletodrive them from their position. The ac- 
tion, at first partial, at length became general, and both sides 
being repeatedly reinforced, the conflict continued till night. 

The EngUsh remedned near the battle field ; the Americana 
retired in good order to their camp, but a short distance from 
the scene of carnage. Botli parties claimed tlie victory ; the 
English because they held the battle ground; the Americana 
because they had maintained their position. The British loss, 
however, was considerably greater than that of the Americans, 
and in tlieir circumstances, to fight without a decisive victory, 
was defeat. 

The day after this- battle. General Burgoyne took a position 
almost within cannon shot of the American camp, fortified his 
right wing, and extended his lefl t the r > it. Botli parties re- 
tained their position until the 7th of October ; Burgoyne in the 
hope of receiving aid from Sir Henry Clinton, to whom he had 
sent the most pressing entreaties for assistance; and General 
Gates in the cox^ence of receiving new reinforcements daily. 

Receiving no further intell^ence from Sir Henry, and find- 
ing himself compelled to diminish the rations ol his soldiers, the 
British General determined to test again the strength of his 
adversary. 



: I, Google 



246 STATE OP NKlpV YORK. 

According ly lie seleiited l^ro c'^oice troops, whom he com- 
manded in person, aided by three of his bravest generals. With 
these he advanced to the attack, while a corps of rangers, In- 
diahs; and provincials were ordered to take a circuitous route, 
and show themselves in thff rear of the American cFimp. 

General Gates perceived tbe design of the enemy and made 
aach an arrangement of his forces as effectually to defeat Gen- 
eral Burgoyne's project; while at theaametime, he despatched 
Colonel Morgan wiU\ his corps to a wood which commanded the 
right flank of llie enemy. 

Having succeededin reaching this, unperceived by the Brit- 
ish, Colonel Morgan awaited t . moment when they were en- 
gaged with the American force in front to pour a deadly and 
incessant fire upon their right flank. 

Meantime, General Gates ordered another division to inter- 
cept the retreat of the enemy to their camp. In the attempt to 
prevent this movement General Frazer, one of Burgoyne's most 
efficient officers was mortally wounded, and the artillery corps 
routed. Finding the fortune of the day against him, the British 
General retreated to his ca closely pressed by the Ameri- 
can army headed by the impetuous Arnold, who, with more 
than his usual, rashness forced their entrenchments ; but being 
wounded and having his horse killed under him, was compelled 
to retire. 'That portion of tlie British camp occupied by the 
German troops, was carried by a Massachusetts regiment be- 
longing to Arnold's division. 

Darkness put an end to the conflict The advantage gained by 
the Americans was decisive. The loss of the British in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners was heavy, and among the number 
were several officers of distinction. Their camp too was pene- 
trated by the enemy. 

During the night Burgoyne withdrew with his army to a 
stronger position on the river heights. Aware tliat his adver- 
sary would soon be compelled to surrender from want of provi- 
sions, General Gates did not risk another assault, but contented 
himself with posting strong bodies of troops at every avenue by 
which retreat was possible, and awaited the result. 

Burgoyne attempted a retreat, but could only reach the heights 
of Saratoga near Schuylerville, where he encamped. Strong 
bodies of American troops guarded the Hudson and forbade the 
effort to cross. Driven to desperation, he determined as a last 
resource to abandon everything except the arms Eind provisions 
which his soldiers could carry, and crossing at or above Fort 
Edward, press on by forced marches to Fort George. 

General Gates had foreseen and prepared for this movement ; 
in addition to the strong guards placed at the fords of (he Hud- 
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son, he had formed an entrenched camp on the high grouada 
between Fort Edward and Fort George. On learning this fact, 
the British General found himaelf compelled to surrender, and 
accordingly on the 17th of October the treaty of capitulation 
waa Eigned, and the British army piled their arms on the plains 
of Saratoga, east of the village of SohuylerviUe. 

Congrees awarded to General Gates and his array their 
tiianita, and presented him with a medal of gold, etrock in com- 
memoration of the event. 

Villages. Ballston Spa, in the town of Milton, the seat of 
justice for the county, is pleasantly situated, and ie celebrated 
for its mineral waters, which are similar in character to those 
of Saratoga. It has a number of manufactories, and consider- 
able businesa. It is connected with Schenectady, Troy, and 
Saratoga Springs, by railroad. Population, 1500. 

Saratoga Springs, situated on a sandy plain, in the town of 
the same name, is one of the most noted watering places in the 
world. Broadway, its principal street, is wide and shady, and 
during the summer, coiistantly thronged withthegay and fash- 
ionable, who resort hither for pleasure and relaxation. It has 
several fine hotels, which during the summer are crowded with 
visitors. There are also several academies and female semin- 
aries, and some manuiactories. It is connected with Troy and 
Schenectady by rdlroad. Population, 3500. 

There are eighteen or twenty epringa in the tovni, of which Congieffi, Put- 
nam's, PavUioB, Iodine, Hamilton, Bnd Flat rock, are the principal. They are 
regarded as efficacious in bilioua and scrofulous diBeasee. 

Waterjbrd, at the confluence of the Mohawk and Hudson 
rivers, and at the head of sloop navigation on the latter, com- 
bines to a great extent, the eidvantages of raihoad, river and 
canal transportation, and hydraulic power. It is largely engaged 
in manufactures, which, with its agricultural products, aimually 
amount to between one and two millions of dollars. A bridge 
800 feet in length connects it with Lansingburgh, The Wa- 
terford sand ased for castings, is esteemed the best in the 
country. Population, about 1800. 

MechanicsTjUle is a small bui thriving manufacturing village, 
in the town of Stillwater. Population, 600. 

Stilhnater, in the town of the same name, is distinguished for 
the battles fought between General Gates and Burgoyne, near 
Bemis' Heights, m 1777, and SchuylervilU, in the town of Sar- 
atoga, for the surrender of the latter, which took place a short 
distance east of that village. 
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?B, 711, PopulaUoni 70,175. 

Valuation, 1845, 815,540,164. 




1. Ljaander, 

a. Manlius, 1789. 

3. MarcalluB, 1789. 

4. Onondaga, 1789. 

5. Pompej, 1788. 
a. Fabiua, 1798. 

7. Cam ill us, 1 799. 

8. TuUy, 1803. 

9. Otaego,1806, 



10. Cicero, 1807. 

11. SaUna^lS09. 
IS. SpafTord, 1811. 

13. Lafayette, 1825. 

14. Clay, 1837. 

15. Elblidge, 1829. 
18. VanBuren, I8S9. 

17. Skeneateles, 1830. 

18. Da Witt, 1835, 
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Hiv&ra. a. Oswego River, d. Chittonango Creek. 

b. Limestone, e. Nine Mile, j, Oneida river, k. Seneca. 
Lakes, f. Skeneateles, Z, Oneida, g. Onondaga, h, Otiaco. 

Villages. Syracuse. Manlius. Slienesteles. Salina, Geddes. 

BoiTNDAfiiES. North by Oswego county and Oneida lake; 
East by Madison county ; Soutli by Corllajid ; and West by 
Cayuga counties. 

Surface. The northern portion of the county is level ; the 
southern hilly, but arable. 

The watershed, or height of land dividing the northern and 
southern waters of the state, paseea through the southern por- 
tion of this county. 

RivEHS. The Seneca, or Oswego river, with its tributaries, 
drains moat of the north-western portion. The other principal 
streams, flowing northward, are the Oneida River, Chittenan- 
go, Limestone, Butternut, Onondaga, and Nine Mile Creeks. 
The Tioughnioga aod Cold Creeks, running southward, have 
their source in this county. 

Lakes. Oneida lake forms a portion of the northeastern 
boundary. Skeneateies lake, lying moally in this county, ia a 
beautiful sheet of water, surrounded by picturesque scenery, and 
abounding in fish. lis trout are pEirticuto,rly celebrated for their 
size ^id abundance. The lake is fifteen miles in Length, and 
from half a mile to one mile in width. 

Onondaga lake, situated toward the centre of the county, ia 
eight miles long, and from two to four wide, it abounds in fish. 
Most of the aalt springs are near its banks. 

Otiaco and Cross are the only" other lakea of importance. 

Climate. The cUmato of this county ia mild and agreeable, 
more uniform than in some other parte of the state. The dis- 
eaeea of the county are prmcipally of a bilious type. 

Geology ano Mimbrals. Thenorthem portion of the county 
is comprised in that geologicEd formation known as the Ontario 
group or division, consisting of marly sandstone, soft green 
shales, and the gypsum and salt rocks, (limestone,) known as the 
Onondaga salt group. South of this, limeelone containing gyp- 
sum predominates, and still farther south, slate is the prevedling 

Salt is Uie most vaiuable anil abundant mineral production of this county. The 
ttiH ia oblsined from springs, (probably charged wilh salt from eome deep sealed 
locality of the nuneral,) in the town of Sallna. 
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Soil and Vegetable Phoducttons. The soil is a calcareous 
loam, intermingled with vegetable mould, and is highly fertile. 
Maple, basawood, beech, hemlock and pine, are the principal 
forest trees of the county. 

Pdrsuits. Agriculiure is the occupation of a majority of the 
inh^itants. The soil of the county seems equally well adapted 
to grazing and the culture of grain. Large quantities of all the 
grains, as well aa flax, potatoes, and other vegetables are raised. 
In 1845, more barley was raised in this county than in any other 
in the slate. Large quantities of butter, cheese, wool and pork, 
are also produced. 

The county is also largely engaged in manuf.jclures. In 
1845, they amounted to nearly two and ahalfmillionaof dollars, 
consisting principally of flour, lumber, cotton and WQoUen goods, 
iron, distilled and malt liquors, leather and papei'. 

Commerce. The junction of the Oswego and Erie canals, in 
this county, gives it a somewhat extensive commerce, both with 
the Hudson river and the Lakes. The toils received at Sahna, 
in 1845, amounted to over §52,000, indicating a Ijusiness of 
more than ^2,000,000. 

Mines. Under this head may be included the salt worka in 
the town of Saliiia. At five different points in this town, salt ia 
produced by the evaporation of brine from the springs.* 

In 1340, the amount of salt thus manufactured was 2,6^,305 
bushels. The springs belong to the state, which receives two 
mills per bushel for pumping the water, and six cents per bushel 
duty on the salt. Nearly 11,000 men are employed in the busi- 

The production of hydraulic cement, so largely used in canals 
and cisterns, which is extensively prosecuted in this county, also 
belongs to the head of mines. 

Staple PsonocTiONs. Salt, butter, barley, oats, wheal, 
wool, and hydrauhc cement. 

Schools. There were in this county in 1846, 304 school dis- 
tricts. The schools are taught on an average eight months 
each. S30,857 was expended for the tuition ol 34, 325 children. 
The district libraries contained 37,536 volumes. There were 
also in this county thirty-six unincorporated private and select 

BtmoTBtion, ftir wblch purpose large BhalLow vale are conslnic'ted, anil' provided 
wilS nminble roofi, to prolect ihem from rainB ; ed, by boUine, whicli Is accnm- 
pUBhsdb/meuiBaflmaiense shallow boilers. Crysiallisatlon lakes place, thou^li 
id Oatirant degrees, by bolh processes ; la ibe fbrmer, Qje crystals are larger, 
and Che mle^knoini in the mantels, aa coaree salt, Is produced. The latter pro- 
diicM th« flne or table salt. 



: I, Google 



ONONBAGA COUNTY. '^51 

echoole, with 693 pupils, and seven aca'eraiep, witli 338 pupils. 

Reuoious DENOMiNiTroNS. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Episcopalians, Congregationalisls, Roman Catholics, 
Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, Jews, Universaliets, and Friends. 

HisTOBY. In the town of Pompey, a stoue was ibund some 
years since, about fourteen inches long, twelve broad, and eight 
thiclt. It had a figure of a serpent entwined about a tree, and 
this inscription. 

LeoXDe I ^ I L. S, 

VIx 1520- 1 1 I f n 

This inscription has heen interpreted— Leo X. by the grace 
(or will) of God, sixth year of his pon ificate, 1520. L. S. the 
initials of the person buried, {as it was undoubtedly a sepulchrai 
raoiiument,) — the cross, aji indication that he was a Catholic, 
and the character n perhapsarude intimation that he belonged 
to the masonic fraternity. The date is correct, Leo X. having 
been elected Pope in 1513-14. It seems probable that some 
Spanish adventurers, in quest of gold or silver, lured by the 
report of the salt springs, and hoping to find there the object of 
their search, had wandered hither I'rom Florida, which had been 
discovered and explored in 1502. One of the number dying 
here, his companions erected this simple memorial to mark 
the place ofhis burial. 

In 1655, Father Dablon, a French Jesuit, establijhed himself 
at one of the Onondaga villages, in the present town ol' Salina, 
as a missionary. The succeeding year, the governor of the 
French possessions in Canada, at his request, sent a colony of 
fifty men, under the command ol' the SieurDupuys, to settleon 
the banks of the Onondaga Lake. 

For a time the Indians were friendly, but al length they be- 
came hostile, and the colonists were compelled to escape by 
sfe^th. Having secretly prepared boats sufficient to transport 
themselves eind their effects, one of their number succeeded in 
inducing the Indians to make a feast, and when, after a hearty 
repast, all had sunk into a profound slumber, he and his comrades 
availed themselves of the opportunity to escape, and ere the 
Indians had awaked, they were beyond their reach. 

In]666, a French settlement was formed, in the northwestern 
part of the town of Pompey, and flourished for three years, 
when a party of Spaniards arrived in the village, and quarrel- 
ing with the French, instigated the natives to destroy them. 
The Indians, looking with no favorable eye on either, destroyed 
both, leaving not a survivor to tell the manner of their death. 

In the Onondaga Hollow, in the town of Onondaga, formerly 
stood the town, castle, and council house, of the Onondaga 
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Indians, th.e most forniidable and highly civilized tribe of the 
Iroquois confederacy. Here the great council fire was always 
kept burning, and ail matters of importance to the interests of 
the confederacy were decided. All the leagues and treatks 
with the whites were made here, and from this tribe was select- 
ed the grand Sachem, or principal civil chief, while the Mo- 
hawks furnished the principal war chiefs. 

Garangula, Thurensera, Decanesora, and Sadekanaghtie, 
were the most celebrated among their orators, in their early in- 
tercourse with the whites. 

Black Kettle was the most renowned of their warriors, and 
more than once he carried war and devastation among the 
French settlements, even to the gates of their citadels. He 
was treacherously murdered in 1697, by a parly of Algonquins, 
at the instigalion of the French. 

In 1696, Count Frontenac, with his iMual subtlety, attempted 
to seduce the Five Nations from their good faith tow^ird the Eng- 
lial}, and induce Ihem to form a separate treaty of peace with the 
French. Failing in this, he determined to avenge himself on 
the Onondagas, whom he regarded as the principal instigators of 
the opposition to his wishes. Accordingly on the ninth of July, 
1696, he set out on an expedition against them, with a large force. 
The Onondagas, not receiving seasonable succors from tlie 
other members of the confederacy, and finding themselves, 
(though numbering about 15CH} warriors,) unable to cope single 
handed with so ibrniidable a force, abandoned and set fire to 
their dwelhngs, and left to tlie French commander a barren 
victory. 

The Onondagas, after the return of the French, repossessed 
fliemselves of their beautiful valley and reared again their coun- 
cil house and castle. They were the fast ft'iends of the English, 
and under the direction of Sir John Johnson, took part with them 
in the revolution. In consequence of their predatory incursions, 
Colonel Van Schaick was despatched by General James Clin- 
ton, K> lay waste their towns. As before, they retired at the ap- 
proach of the invading force, and destroyed their town EUid cas- 
tle; only one of their number was slain. 

In a few weeks after, they revenged this attack, by an invasion 
of the eetfiement of Cobelskill, Schoharie county, in which they 
butchered several of the unarmed inhabitants. During the late 
war with Great Britain, they took up arms on the aide of the 
Americans. 

The first permanent white aetUer in the county was a Mr. 
Webster, who came here in 1786, and settled in Onondaga 
Hollow, intermarrying with the Indians. In 178S, he obtained 
permission from the Indians for Messrs. Danforth and Tyler to 
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establish themselves in the same valley. This county was 
originally part of the Military Tract. In the spring of 17S8, eet- 
tlements were made in several towns of the county. In 1790, 
Manlius was settled. Since the commencement of Uie present 
century, the growth of the county has been very rapid. 

Villages. Stbacuse, the county seat, is situated in the town 
of Salina, on the Erie canal, at its junction with the Oswego 
canal It was incorporated in 1825, and owes its rapid growth 
to the facilities for trade afforded by the caoak, and to the ex- 
tensive salt springs in its neighborhood. 

From half a million to a million of bushels of salt are annually 
produced here ; beside iron ware, leather, machinery, flour, &c- 
Population, nearly 10,000. 

It has several extensive and well conducted hotels; its public 
schools are of a high order ; and its substantial buildings and 
numerous manufactories indicate the enterprise of its inhab- 
itants, 

Salina, in the same town, possesses the most productive salt 
springs in tlie state, yielding from one to two miltious ofbushels 
annually. Its population is about 3000. 

Geddes and lAoerpool, in the same township, the former on 
the Erie, and the latter on the Oswego canal, are tluiviug vil- 
lages, containing productive salt springs. 

Skeneatelei, in the town of the same name, is pleasantly 
situated at the foot of Skeneateies lake. Its site commands 
a fine vieiv of the lake, for a distance of seven or eight miles. 
Its growth lias not been rapid, but healthy, and it is one of the 
most flourishing villages of the county. Population, about 1500- 
Manlius, in the town of the same name, is situated on the 
Cherry Valley turnpike. It hasa flourishing incorporated acad- 
emy, several manulacfories, and about 1200 inhabitants. 

Jordan, in the town of Elbridge, is situated on the Erie canal, 
and is engaged to some extent in manufactures. Population, 
about 1200. 

Onondaga Hollow, in the town of Onondaga, is pleasantly 
situated on the great western turnpike, four miies south of Syra- 
cuse. The Ononda^ academy located here, is an old and 
flourishing institution. Population, about 800. 

About tfiree miles south of the village is the Onondaga Indian 
reservation, where reside the remnant of that once powerliil tribe. 
The legislature, in April, 1846, granted the sum of §300 for 
the erection of a school-house for the children belonging to this 
reservation, and a. well conducted school is now maintained 
there. 

Fayetteviik, in the town of MaiiUUs, has an incorporated 
academy, and is a thriving village. Population, 900. 
12 
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1. owego, nsi. 




6. Newai'k, 1823. 


2, Tioga, 1800. 




7. Barton, 1824. 


3, Spencer, 1806. 




8. Nichols, 1S24. 


4. Berkshire, 1908 




U. Richford, 1833. 


8. Candor, 1811. 






JKoerj, Src. G. S 




a. Waat Owe^o Greek. 


Owego. c. Catt 


tong. d. C 


yuta. 


Villages. Owkco 


Ruahville 





North by Tompkins and Coitland; East by 
Broome ; South by the State of PeiuiBylvania ; and West by 
Chemung and Tompkins 
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SuHPACB. This, like the other countiee bordering on the 
Pennsylvania line, is elevated. Apparently it was once level, 
but it m now cut into hills and valleye by the eastern branch of 
the Susquehanna, and its tributaries, which affords abundance 
of water for the convenience of the farmer, and in many in- 
etancea, it may be used for manufacturing purposes. On either 
side of the Suaq^uehanna, are lofty swella of heavy rolling land, 
yet the creeks are frequently skirted with broad valleys. 

RiyER^. The Susquehanna, having a south-west course 
through the aouthern part, and its branches the East and West 
Owego, Oattotong and Cayuta creeks, flowing southerly, are 
the principal streams of the county. 

Rmlroabs, The New York and Erie raihoad wiU probably 
pass through the valiey of the Susquehanna. The Ithaca and 
Owego railroad is already in operation, connecting the two 
villages whose name it bears. 

CLcMiTE. The county has a low temperature, owing to the 
elevation of its sm'face. It is regarded as healthy. 

Geology and Minerals. This county lies wholly within the 
Chemung sandstone formation, except a small tract of the old 
red sandstone upon its southern border. 

Its miretBis are few. Marl is found in the lown of Spencer, which is hurncd 

Soil anu Vegetable Proddctions. The soil isniosdy fertile, 
consisting of a light gravelly loam, with occasional patches of 
marl and clay. Grass succeeds better than grain in the high- 
lands, but the vall(^B yield large crops of wheat and corn, while 
theother crops thrive almostevery where. White pine, hem- 
lock, spruce, oak, maple, and beech are the principal timber, and 
havea dense growth. Maple sugar is produced in considerable 



PuBsoiTB. Agriculture. The people are for the most part 
engaged in agricultural pursuits Some grain is raised, and 
considerable attention paid to the productb ol the dairy. 

Manufactures. The only manufactures ot importance are 
those of lumber and flour 

Commerce. The produi.tB of the Lountj find iheh way to 
market, by the Susquehanna river and the Ithaca and Owego 
railroad. 

Staple Phoddction a Odts corn potatoes wheat and butter. 

Schools. This county has 139 district schools, taught in 
1846, an average period of eight months each, having 8291 
scholars, and paying their teachers over ^9,329. The school 
lairaries contained, the same year, 12,744 volumes. 
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Religcods DBNOMiKATioNa. Melhodiets. Baptists, Congre- 
gationalists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians. Tlie entira 
number of churches is thirty-two, oF clergyman, Forty-two. 

History, Tioga county was taken from Montgomery county 
in 1694. Its name agnifies a point or proiBontory in the river, 
a junction of waters. It was Ihe Seneca name for the Chemung 

The towns of Richford, Berkshire and Newark were part of 
the tract known as tlie " Maesachusette ten to wnehips," which 
were ceded to tiiat slate by New York. 

Barton, Tioga, Owego, and Nichols, were granted by the 
state to miUtary claimants. Considerable portions of tlxeso 
townships were sold at eighteen cents per acre. 

The county was settled by emigrants from New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania, The first settlement was made in 1785, at 
Owego, by James McMaster and William Taylor, who cleEU-ed, 
the first season, ten or fifteen acres, and raised a crop of com 
from the same land. 

A few years after its first settlement, there was a great fam- 
ine in this section of country. It occurred juet before harvest- 
ing, and for six weeks the inhabitants were without bread of 
any kind. Meanwhile they subsisted principally upon roote, 
and though they became very much emaciated and feeble, none 
died of httnger. It was occasioned by the arrival of a greater 
number of settlers than usual, and a scarcity in Wyoming that 
Beasou, Famine is at present little dreaded in this region. 

Vu.LiQE8, OwEoo YiLUkQE, in ^16 towu of OwBgo, IB pleas- 
antly situated on the north side of the Susquehanna, and is the 
county town. It was commenced in 1785, and laid out into 
lots in 1794 or 1795. It is advantageously situated for trade, 
has a large water power, and by means of the Ithaca and Owe- 
go railroad, and the Susquehanna river, a ready access to 
market. 

Besides the court house, jail, and county clerk's office, it has 
four churches, an incorporated academy, and a number of stores 
and manufactories, A bridge a fourtii of a mile in length 
crosses the Susquehanna at this place. 

This village takes its name from the Owego creek, which 
empties into the Susquehanna near it. Population 3500. 

Rushmlle or Nichols Village, in the town of Nichols, Can- 
dor, Neieark, Richfield, and Spencer, iath^to-wns of the aamfi 
names are all thriving villages. 



: I, Google 



XXn. SCHOHARIE COUNTY. 




1. Schoharie, 1783. 

2. Blenheim, 1707, 

3. Broome, 1797, 
.4. Cobleabill, 1797. 
5. Middiebureh,1797. 
a. Sharon, 1797. 
7. Jefferson, 1803. 
Mnmtains. m. Kaat^bergs. 

Rivera, Sic. AA. Schoharie Creek, c. Cobleskill. f. Foxes Creek. 



8. Carlisle. 1807. 

9. Summit, 1819. 

10. Fulton, 1838. 

11. Conesville, 1836. 
IS. Seward. 1840. 

13. Wright, 1646. 

14. Esperance, 184t!. 
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Lakes, Sfc- e. The Vly. 
Baltle Fields. Cohlesliill, MiddUburijh. 
Villages, SuHOHARiE. Eeperance. 

BouNDAHrES". North by Montgomery and Sclienectady ; East 
by Schenectady and Albany; South by Delaware and Greene, 
and West by Delaware and Otsego counties. 

SuRPACB, Mountainous. The county is divided into two un- 
equal sections by the Schoharie Idll or creek. The main branch 
of the Kaatsbergsor Catsldll mountains cross the south part of 
the county, through Broome, Blenheim, Jefferson, and Summit, 
to the line of Otsego county, broken through, however, by the 
Schoharie creek. 

A spur from iJie same range passes northward, through 
Broome, Middleburgh, and Schoharie, into Schenectady and 
Montgomery counties. This spur is called the Middleberg, 
from its position between the Helderbergs and the main range 
of the Kaatsberge. 

The mornitains west of Schoharie creek maintain an eleva- 
tion of from SOOO to 2600 feet. The Middleberg is 1700 ieet 
high, at its most elevated portion, in the south part of the 
county, but declines gradually towards the east, till it mingles 
with the Helderbergs. 

Rivers and CsEEKa. The Schoharie creek with ila tribu- 
taries, the Cobleskill, Foxes and Breakabeen creeks, are the 
principal streams in the county. 

Bowman's creek, and the Catskill and Charlotte rivers, also 
take their rise in this county. 

In the town of Middleburgh is alarge marsh, called the Vlaie 
or Vly, which is the source of the Catskill. 

CuMATB. From the elevation of its surface, the climate of 
Schoharie county is cold, but healthliil. 

Geolosy and Minerals. The rocks of this county are tran- 
sition, consisting of slate, grayWacke, and limestone. The lat- 
ter, however, predominates, and is generally the surlHce rock 
of the county. Portions of the Helderberg series, and the Erie 
and Catskill groups occupy the county. The last two are con- 
fined to the southern part. 

Walei limeslone is lOund in great abundance in Uie nonhem and central por- 

of inaralve slrontianile. of eilraordinacy faeauly. II was legasAei bylbe jnhahl- 

also foUDd in the water lime fbnnatiDn, Pottions of Uie watei limeelone have been 

excavated for lithographic fiToneB, and are ealdr^be equal in quality to the German. 

Fine spBCimene of fibrous sulphate of baijieg and carbonate of lime are found 

In CarKalB. and fibrous celesUne, and cryBtalUsed iron pyrttBB, In Schoharie. Bog 
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Gebhatd's cavern, or Ball's cave, in Ihe town of Sohoha, 
apartmCTiB Dboundlng in alalacliles and BtslagmiteB of giei 
aparlnienle are large end magniflcent. 



Soil and Vegetable PRODn-Ti ■v^ The flats m the villey 
of Schoharie cree are among the most fertile landa id the 
state. The county generally is fertile and some eections ire 
adapted to wheat ; some portion ol the eouthern towno is ster 
ile and sandy. 

The timber consists of oak, maple elm Inden isli poilar 
hickory, walnut, white pine, and hemlock The two latter 
prevail i he southern part of the couatj 

PoRsoiTS. Asriculturf is the employment of a majority of 
the inhabitants. Oats, rye, barley nheiE corn buckwheat 
peas, potatoee, aod flax, are raised in large quantities and 
butter and wool produced to a veij considerable extent 

Manufaetm-es ijenerally have not attained any great impor 
tance. The facilities Eifforded by the hemlock forests, have led 
to the extensive tanning of leather. The quantity prepared in 
the county, in 1845, exceeded in value $400,000. Flour and 
lumber are also manufactured to some extent. 

The county has no coinmerce and no mines. 

The Staple Productions are oats, rye, barley, wheat, corn, 
peas, butter, and wool. 

Schools. There are in the county, 184 achool-houses. In 
1846, Bchoolswere taught, on an average, nine months; 11,043 
childrenreceived instruction, at an expense for tuition of $13,726. 
The district libratiea contained 17,985 volumes. 

There were also In the county, twenty-five private schoola, with 334 scholars, 
and two aoaaemiea with nlnely-four pupils. 

RELimotia Denominations. Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, 
Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians, Unitarians, and Universalis ts. 
Number of churches fifty-eight, of clergymen fifty-six. 

History. The first white settlements in this county were 
made in the spring of 1711. 

The benevolent Glueen Anne formed the design of estabiish- 
ins: a colony of Germans, the families of German soldiers who 
bad served in the English wars, ia her transatiantic posses- 
sions. She accordingly sent them over to New York, and 
thence to Albany, and permitted them to select for themsslves, 
from the unoccupied lands of New York, a tract suited to their 
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lastea. They sciooted the valley of the Schoharie, and the 
QueeQ'a agent accordingly purchased for them, about 30,000 
acres of lertile land, along that creek. 

Industrious and frugal, these hardy eettlers soon acquired a 
competence, and perhaps in no part of the state, at the com- 
mencement of the troubles which preceded the Revolution, 
could there have been found a more peaceful and happy settle- 
laent. Highly cultivated farms, and substantial dwellings greet- 
ed the eye of the traveller in every direction. 

But in those exciting times, diflerences of opinion prevailed, 
and when the conflict ca e on, the citizens of Schohaire county 
were.found arrayed in hostility against eac other, and, oft 
times, members of the same family met in deadly slrife. 

The patriots of Schoharie county seemed, in an especial man- 
ner, to have excited tbe hostility of the enemy. Again and 
again did the marauding hordes of tories and Indians, under 
the command of Sir Jolm Johnson, Brant, and the infamous 
Walter Butler, descend upon the farms of the hapless citizens, 
murdering and scalping all whom they met, witiiout regard to 
age or sex, plundering and burning their dwellings, and rnaking 
that fertile and beautiful valley a desolate and gloomy waste. 
On the 1st of June, 1778, a bloody conflict took pkce at Cob- 
leskill, in which about fifty whites, regular troops and militia, 
contended with a force of 350 Indieins, under the command of 
Brant, until twenty-two of their number were killed, and eight 
or ten more severely wounded. 

A eliort distance from Middleburgh village are still visible the 
remains of the old Middle Furi, which was quice noted in the 
annals of the border wars in tJiis county. On tlie 17th of Octo- 
ber, 1730, it was attacked by Sir John Johnson with a force of 
800 toriee and Indians. 

The garrison of the fort consisted of about two hundred con- 
tinental troops, and between one and two hundred militia. 
Their supply of ammunition was scanty, and the commander of 
the fort, Major Woolsey, entirely unfitted for his station. 

The garrison, however, determined to defend the fort to the 
last, and when Major Woolsey proposed to surrender, they op- 
posed it, and as he nas so much overcome with fear as to be a 
subject of derision to the garrison. Colonel Vrooman, a militia 
oflieer in the fort, took the command. 

After continuing the attack through the greater part of the 
day, without effect, Sir John withdrew down the valley of the 
Schoharie, burning all the houses and other buildings in his 
route. In this action the loss of the British was heavy, while 
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Ihat oF the gairison was but four wouDded, two of ■whom after- 
ward died. 

There were two other forta io Schoharie county, ihe Upper, 
five miles southeaet from tlie middle, on the Schoharie creek, in 
the town of Fuhoji ; and the Lower, near the village of Scho- 
harie. 

Many ottier incidents connected with these incursions are 
deeply interesting, but pertaining only to individual conflicle, 
must necessarily be omitted. 

- JuHtlceT hovevet, requires that we staould notice, in paaaing, the trave and 
fearlsas BcbohBtie [ifleman, TiraoUiy Murphy, whose cervidea to the cause of 
freedom were numerous, and rendered with a obearfulnesa and devotion worthy 
of an praise. Such was bia aktU in the use of bis rifle, that the foeman who 

After the Revolution, C|uiet was restored, and the beautiful 
valley of the Schoharie was soon again lined with fhrms and 
dwellings, which indicated the thrift and competency of their 

The German language is still spoken hy many of the older in- 
habitants, but their children receive an English education. 

Vii-LflGEs, &c. Schoharie, in the town of the same name, is 
a small village situated in the midst of a region rich in mine- 
rals. Its public buildings are neat and substantial. Population 
about 500. 

Esperance, the only incorporated vj 
the town of the same name. It has et 
ulation about 500. 

Sharon Springs, in the town of Sharon, and near the boun- 
dary line of Schoharie, Otsego, and Montgomery counties, has 
recently become a place of fashionable resort. The sulphur wa- 
ters are said strongly to resemble those of the White Sul- 
phur springs of Virginia. There is also a chalybeate spring 
here. The Pavilion, a fine hotel, was erected in 1836, and 
during the season is usually thronged with visitors.* 

* The followins is Dr. Uhillon's anolyals of Ihe waters oftheae springs. 
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. Addiaon, nSQ. 
!. Bath, nSS. 
I. Canisteo, 1796. 
I. Dansville, 1796. 
). Paiuted Post, 1196. 
J. Wayne, 1796. 
f. Reading, 1805. 
!. Polteney, 180S. 
3. Troupsburg, 1808. 
3. Conhocton, 1812. 
1. Howard, 1813. 
a. Orange, 1813. 

3. Pratlsburgh, 1813. 

4. HornellBville, 1830, 

5. Wheeler, 1830. 

6. CameroDi 1822. 



(. Tyrone, 1832. 
i. Urbana. 1832. 
). Erwir, 1826. 
). Hornby, IS36, 
I. Jasper, 1837. 
i. Greenwood, J827. 
9 Woodhull, 1829. 
1. CampbeE, 1831. 
5. Bradfovd, 1837. 
8. Lindley. 1837. 

7. Calon, 1337. 

8. Avoca, 1843. 

9. Harlaville, 1843. 

0. Tliurston, 1843. 

1. West Union, 1843. 
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!ng lii-er, a. Cntiisteo. b. Conliocton. c, Ben- 

.- Tuscarora. j. Mud. k. Five Mile. I. Twelve 

r. Canaecraga. s. Tii^ river. 

I-akes. BB. Seneca, m. Crooked, n. Liftle. o. Mud. p. ILoon. 

Vi/tagea, Bath. Corning. Painted Post. Hammondspor t. Hor- 

nellsville. 

Boundaries. North by Livingston, Ontario and Yates coun- 
ties ; East by Seneca lake and Chemung county ; South by the 
State of Pennsylvania ; and West by Livingston and Allegany 
counties. 

Surface. This county belongs to the great table land, which 
extends through the southern tier of counties ; owing, however, 
to the perish^le character of the rocks on which it ia based, 
the.rivtirahave worn deep valleys, whose precipitous banks, 
frequently 400 or 500 feet in height, give it a greatly diversified 
surface. The general elevation of t!ie table land is about 1500 
feet above tide water. An irregular ridge on the west sepa- 
rates the waters of the Susquehanna Irom those of Genesee 

RivEBS. The principal stream of the county ia the Chemung, 
formed by the union of the Tioga, the Canisteo, and (lie Con- 
hocton. The name of the river means " a horn in the water," 
and ia said to be derived from an immense horn or tusk which 
protruded from the bank of the river many years since. These 
Btreams are navigable during the freshet season. Their prin- 
cipal tributaries are Bennett's and Tuscarora creeks, of the 
Canisleo ; and Mud, Five Mile and Twelve Mile creeks, of 
the Conboeton. The only other streams of any size are the 
Canascraga and Cowanesqua. 

Lakes. Seneca lake forms the eastern boundary of the 
county for about eight miles. Crooked lake extends into it from 
Yates for. about the same distance. Little, Mud and Loon are 
the names of the other lakes. The latter has a subterranean 
outlet half a mile long. 

RiiLBOADs. The Corning and Blossburg railroad entering 
the county from the south, terminates at Corning, which is sit- 
uated at the head of the navigable feeder of the Chemung ca- 
nal. The New York and Erie railroad will pass through this 
county. 

Climate. The surface is so much elevated that the winters 
are generally cold and severe, and the seasons backward. Ttie 
county, however, is ge.ierally healthy. 

Geology and Minerals. The surface rock of this county, 
to the depth of nearly 1000 feet, is the Chemung group of sand- 
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Etonea and shales. It has some bede of bog iron ore, and several 
sulphur springs. 

Soil, ANo Veqbtablb Pboddctions. Most of the Eoil is pro- 
ductive. The uplands are well adapted to grazing. The alla- 
vial flats of the Chemung river <; mpriee the richest lands in 
the county, and are said lo exceed those of the Mohawk in fer- 
tility. 

The county north of the Gonhocton river, and east of Five 
Mile creek, is covered chiefly with oak, chesnut, hickory, black 
walnut, yellow and white pine" timber; between the Canieteo 
and Conhocton, beech, maple, white pine, and hemlock, are ihe 
prevailing forest trees, escept a narrow tract on the Canisteo, 
wherfe oak prevails. South of -the Canisteo, beech, maple, 
white pine, and hemlock, are predominant. The oak and yel- 
low pine lands produce excellent wheat; the other lands are 
better adapted to grass. 

Pursuits. Affricullure is the chief pursuit. Grain islargely 
produced on the alluvial lands. Great numbers of cattle and 
sheep are raised on the table lands. The lumber businesB is 
an important branch of industry. 

Mamifacturea are increasing in importance. Lumber is 
largely majiufactured in thesouthern part of the county. Flour, 
leather, and fulled cloths, are also produced in considerable 
quantities. 

The Commerce of the county, by means of the spring naviga- 
tion of the rivers, the navigable feeder of the Chemung canal, 
and the facilities afibrded by the Corning and Blosaburg railroad, 
is quite large and increasing. 

Staple Pboddotioms. Wheat, oats, corn, potatoes, butter, 
wool, and lumber. 

Schools. In this county there were, in 1846, 326 district 
sehoolhouses, in which schools were maintained an average 
period of seven months. The number ofscholars in attendance 
was 19,771, and the sum expended for their tuition 890,918. 
The district libraries contained 30,125 volumes. 

There were also twenij-fout private adiools, with 6Se pupiJs. and one acade- 

RBLiGiors Dbkominations. Method'sts, Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists, Episcopalians, Universalista, Unitarians, and Roman 
Catholics. There are seventy-five churches, and 114 clergymen 
of all denominations, in the county. 

HisTOBY. This county is indebted to the enterprsie emd en- 
ergy of Mr. Charles Williamson, the agent of the Pulteney 
estate, for its early settlement and rapid growth. Finding emi- 
grants unwilling to settle upon the elevatedlandaof tiiiscounty, 
wtkile the more alluring flats of the Genesee remained in mar- 
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ket, he resolved himself to set the example of emigration to 
this section. Accordingly, in 1792, with two companions, he 
cut his way through the forests, and iocated at Bath. la 1795, 
the population in the vicinity haxl increased so rapidly, that Mr. 
WilUamson established a theatre at hie new settlement. The 
succeeding year, the county -was organized, and named alter 
Baron Steuben, the Pruseian General. The same year a news- 
paper was establiehed at Batti, and called the Bath Gazette. 
The population of the county at this time was about 800. The 
whole county, except Uie town of Reading, belonged to the Pul- 
teney estate. The emigrants were mostly from Pennsylvania, 
except in the toTvn of Prattsburgh, which was settled by New 
Gnglanders. 

In live present town of Erwia, formerly stood the Painted 
Post, so flimous in our early Indian annals, erected by an In- 
dian chief, (probably during the first French war,) to com- 
memorate his victory over the whites, and the number of scalps 
and prisoners, he had taken. 

Villages. Bath, the county seat, was laid out by Mr. Wil- 
liemison in 1792. It is on the north bank of the Conhocton, has 
regular and parallel streets and two public squares, and is re- 
garded as one of the most pleasMit villages of western New 
York. Here is a flourishing female seminary. Population 1500. 
Coming, situated on the south side of the Chemung river in 
the town of Painted Post, is admirably located for trade, being 
at the junction of the Corning andBloesburg railroad, with the 
navigable feeder of the Chemung canal, and also on the pro- 
posed route of the New York and Erie railroad. Its coal trade 
is already very great, and its growth has been rapid. Popula- 
tion laoo. 

Haimrumdsport, situated at the southern termination of 
Crooked lake in the town of Urbana, is a thriving village. A 
steamboat plies between this place and Penn Yan. It has also 
a communication with New York, by means of the Crooked 
and Seneca lakes, Cayuga, Seneca, and Erie canals. Popu- 
lation 1000. 

Painted Post, in the town of Erwin, is a flourishing village 
at the junction of the Conhocton and Tioga rivers. It has a 
large amount of hydraulic power, wliich is in part applied to 
manufacturing purposes. The painted post above described, 
is in this village. Population dOO. 

HornellBviUe is a village of considerable importance, situated 
on the Canisteo in the town of the same name. 



: I, Google 



XXIV. DELAWARE COUNTY. 




1. Uarpersfield, 1786. 
a. Middlatown, 1789. 
3- Colchester, 1792. 

4. Stamford, 1792. 

5. Franklin, 1793. 

6. Walton, 1797. 

7. Delhi, 1798. 

8. Roibury, 1790. 

9. Kottright, 1793. 
Mountains, h. Blue. 
Binera. G. Suaquabanni 



10 Meredifh 1-^00 

11 Sidnej 1801 
!•> Tompkins 1806 
n HancoL-k ISOb 
14 Masoniille 18U 
n Davenport 1817 
lo Andes 18 l 
n Bo ina l^'O 
IB Hampden 1S2j 

Kaataber^ u P ne 
H Delaware a Mohawl.a or West 
Branch Dalawaj'B. i tittle Delaware riisr j Pipachton Branch, 
k. Big Beaver kill, q Oleout creek r Charlotte river 
Villagei. Delhi. FranUlin. Hobart. Deposit, Walton. 



: I, Google 



DELAWARE COUNTY. 267 

EoUNDAHiES. North by Otsego and Schoharie; East by 
Schoharie and Greene ; South by Ulster and Sullivan, and the 
elate of PennByIvaraa;and West by Peniieylvania, Bwomeand 
Chenango counties. 

Surface. Delaware county haa three distinct ranges of 
mountains passing through it from southwest to northeast, ren- 
dering its surface very rough and broken. The southeast ridge 
is a continuation of a range of the Kaatsbergs, The second 
ridge rvine between the Papachtoo and the Mohawk branch of 
the Delaware river; while the third, from twelve to eighteen 
miles in width, is bounded by the Charlotte river and the Sus- 
quehanna. The two latter are collectively known as the Blue 
mountains. A part of the eastern ridge has received the name 
of the Pine mountains. The surfece of the summits and sides 
of the liiUa are extremely irregular, and broken by numerous 
streams. 

RiTEHs. The Mohawks, or main branch of the Delaware, has 
its source in Schoharie county, running thence in a southwest- 
erly direction nearly 70 miles, through the center of the coun- 
ty, to Port Deposit, where it takes a soutkeastevly course, and 
forms the boundary line between New York and Pennsylvania. 
Its principal tributaries are the Little Delaware and the Papach- 
ton branch; ti e latter is sixty-five miles long and receives the 
Bi' Beaver kill. The CharlotteandSusquehannaforro portions 
of the northern boundary. 

Kbilboads. The New York and Erie railroad is in process 
of construction, through the southeast comer of ihecounty. 

Climate. The climate of this county is subject to sodden 
and extreme changes, of temperature, yet it is not unfriendly to 
health. The cold is severe in winter. 

Geology and MiNERiLoav. The surface rock of this county 
is the old red sandstone of the Catskill group underlaid by the 
shales and sandstone of the Portage and Chemung group. 

Hs minerala are few. Bog iron oie has been dieooveted in consideroble beda ; 
copper ei:tenElvely, diffused, but in small quaatlliea, Tbere are several mineral 
eprings, and a brine spring near Delhi, 

Vegetable Pbodcctions, The soil is as varied as tlie sur- 
face, but generally of a good quaU^. On the hills it is a sandy 
loam, and in some places etoney. In the valleys is a rich deep 
mould, and of lasting fertility. It is better adapted to grass 
thtm the raising of grain. The county is densely timbered 
with .beech, birch, maple, ash, elm, basswood, pine, vrild 
cherry, butternut, hemlock, and small quantities of oak. 

PnBsiiiTS. Agriculture chiefly e ngages the attention of the 
people of this county; considerable quantities of greiin are 
produced, and it is exceeded by few counties in the number of 
cattle reared. It is second only to Oneida in the manufacture 
of butter. 
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Manufactures. The water-power of this county ia abun- 
dant, but little improved. Its principal manufactured articles 
are leather, flour, lumber, and fulled cloths. The lumber is 
ttDiited to market on the Delaware and Susquehanna rivers. 

The Commerce of the county is not large, its rivers being 
only navigable in the spring. 

Stap[.b Pboddotiohs. Butter and cheeee, oats, potatoes, 
rye, wool, and lumber. Increased facilities for conveying them 
to market will be afforded by the railroad now conetructing. 

ScaooLB. In 1846, tliere were 2S8 public schools in sesaion, 
on an average, seven months each, expending for tuition 
8114,013, and numbering 12,501 pupils. The district libraries 
contained 24,027 volumes. 

There are tffflnly-lhree unlncorpornled pctvate schools, atlended by 343 scbol- 
ata. and two Incorporated academ1f« with 134 studenla. 

RfiLiQiors Denominations. Methodists, Presbyterians, Con- 
gregationalists. Baptists, Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, and 
Unitarians. The whole number of churches, is fifty-eight, of 
clergymen seventy-seven. 

History. The county, west of the Mohawks branch, was ori- 
ginally held by several proprietors, but east of that river was 
comprised in the Hardenburgh patent. In 1768, William, Johni 
Alexander, and Joseph Harper, wilb eighteen others, obtained 
a patent for 22,000 acres of land within its limits. The Har- 
pers soon after moved from Cherry Valley, and founded the set- 
tlement of Harperefleld. 

In the spring of 1780, a party of Indiajis and lories under the 
command of Brant, destroyed this settlement. Most of the in- 
habitants had previously fled, a few only remained to make su- 
gar. Several of these were killed, and nineteen made prison- 
ers and carried to Niagara. After the war the place was re- 
built, and Colonel John Harper, who had distinguished himself 
by his bravery and humanity during the war, spent the remain- 
der of his days there. 

ViLLAeEs. Delhi village is the county seat, and contains, be- 
sides the county buildings, two churches, an academy, and a 
number of manufactories. Population 800. 

Franklin is the seat of the Delaware Institute, incorporated 
April 25, 1835, Population 700. 

Hobart, in the town of Steimford, is a village of some impor- 
tance. It has some manufactories. 

Deposit, in the town of Tompkins, is a great lumber' mart. 
Much of the lumber which is floated down the Delaware dur- 
ing the aprmg freshets is deposited here. It is on the proposed 
route of the New York and Erie railroad. Population 600. 

Walton, m the town of the same name^ is a small but thriv- 
ing village on the Delaware, 
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Square miles, SD4. Population, 3i),900. 

Organized, 1798. ValuBlion, 1845, »4,133,25 




!. Bainbridge, 1761. 

2. Norwich, 1793. 

3. Oxford, nas. 



4, Greene, 17<I8. 

5. ColumbuB, 180S. 
0. Coventry, ISOS, 
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7. German, ISOS. l-l, Smyrna, ISOS. 

8. Pharaalia, 1806. 15. Guilford, 1S13. 

9. Plymouth, 1806. 16. McDonough, 1316. 

10. Pteaton, 1806. 17. Otselic, 1817. 

11. Sherburne, 1806. 18. Linklaem, 1523. 

12. Smithville, 1806. ID. Pitcher, 1827. 

13. New Berlin, 18 '7. 

JUvtrs. II. Unadilla river. CC. Chenango. G. Susquehanna. 

h. Otselic. a. Genegansletle creek, e, Caoaeawacta. 
Villagea. Norwich. Oxford. Sherburne, 

Bound \ hies. Worth by Madison county ; Eaat by Otsego and 
Delaware ; South by Broome ; and West by Broome and Cort- 

SuBFACB. This county is comprised in the es ensive table 
iaad, which occupies bo large a portion of eoulhemaad western 
New York. The force and velocity of its principal streams, 
however, have cut deep and broad charaiels flirough the rocks,, 
and thus formed ide and beautiful alluvial valleys, giving the 
eounty an apparently diversified swrlace. ') be table land be- 
tween the Unadilla and Chenango rivers is 1630 feet above tide 

Rivers. The Chenango, a beautiful stream, and its tributa- 
ries, the principal of which are the GfeceganBlette and Canasa- 
wacta, drain the central portion of tlie county. The Unadilla 
washes its eastern border, while the Susquehanna cross;:s its 
southeastern, and the Otsehc its northwestern corner. 

Canals. TheChenangi Caial passes through the county 
in the broad valley of the Chenango river, furniehuig a conven- 
ient outlet for its abundant produce. 

Climate. Mill, healthful, and pleasant. 

Geology and Minerals. The western part of this county 
belongs to the Chemung sandstone group ; the eastern part to 
the old red sandstone of the Catskill group, and a small tract at 
the north to ttie limestone of the Helderberg series. 

Tbere are tev mineiBb In Ihe county. Ui9 geological fonaatlous not being 
ftvorable to their production. There are two or three sulphur springs which 
have sBiae repuiatlon in (he ireaiment of euiaoeous diseases. 

Soil and Vbqetablb Probuctions. The soil on the table 
lauds IE admirably adapted to grazing ; in the alluvial valleys it 
is a rich, gravelly loam, yielding abundant crops of grain. The 
principal forest trees are beech, maple, basswood, elm, butter- 
nut, black cherry, andin the south, bemloclt and pine. 

PoRSDiTa. Agriculture is the leading pursuit. Great atten- 
tion is paid to the rearing of cattle, horses and sheep. Butter 
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and cheese are largely produced, particularly in the southern 
towns. The county ranks among' the first in the state in the 
production of butter, cheese, wool and flas. 

Manufactures aieTeceiving increasing attention. At pres- 
ent, however, the moat important are those of flour, lumber, 
leather, ftiUed cloths, and cotton eind woollen goods. 

The commerce of the county, through the medium of the 
Chenango canal, and the Susquehanna river, is large and con- 
stantly increasing. 

Staple PRODUcnoHS. Butter, cheese, wool, flax and oats. 

ScHooLa. In 1346, there were in the county 287 district 
school-houses, in which schools were maintained an average 
period ot* seven months, at an expense for tuition of §16,283 ; 
14,750 scholars attended these schools. The district libraries 
contained 26,598 volumes. 

TtiBia were also Iliiny-fivB aelecl schools, attended by 618 pupils, and four 

Relioioos Denominations. Baptists, Methodists, Gongre- 
gationalists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, UniversaJists, and 
Friends. The entire number of churches, is eighty-three; of 
clergymen, ninety -four. 

HiSTOHT. Chenango was formed from the counties of Tioga 
and Herkimer, in 1798. The first settlement was made in Os- 
ford, in 1790; ajiother was made at Bainbridge, in 1791. The 
latter township was granted by the stateof New York, lo Ver- 
ra.ont, as a compensation for losses of individuals who had suffer- 
ed on account of grants made by the state of Vermont, before 
the settlement of her difficulties with New York. Most of the 
early settlers of the county were from New England, and a 
majority of them from Connecticut. 

The first settlers in the village of Greene, were a party of 
French emigrants, some of whom were men of distinction in 
their own country. After some years, however, owing to pecu- 
niary difficulties, they became discouraged, and removed lo 
Pennsylvania. An aceutemy was esiabKshed and incorporated 
at Oxford, in 1794. The town of Sherburne was settled by a 
party of twenty families, from Connecticut, who organized 
themselvcE into a church before emigrating. They arrived at 
their location on Thursday, and by the succeeding Sabbath had 
erected a log meeting-house, in which they met for worship, 
audit is said that nota Sabbath has since passed without divine 

ANTiaoiTiES. In the town of Greene is a remarkable mound, 
which, before it was disturbed by the plough or spade, was 
about seven feet high, and nearly forty feet in diameter. It 
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contained human bonee, flint arrow-heads, and utensila of ihe 
natives ; and was piobably the place where the slain of BOBie 
eanguinary battle had been entombed. In Oxford, are the re- 
mains of a fort, about three-fourths of an acre in extent Trees 
ofmore than 200 years' growth were standing on this fort when 
it was first discovered. Its position was admirably calculated 
for defence. When or by whom it was erected is unknown. 
The Indian traditions on this subject are by no means definite. 

Villages. Norwich, in the town of the same name, is the 
seat of justice for the county. It is pleasantly situated on a 
neck of land formed by the Canasawacta creek and the river. 
It is surrounded by a rich agricultural district, whose produce 
finds here a ready market. The Chenango canal connects it 
with Utica and Binghamton. It has a considerable ntimber of 
manufeclories. Here is a flourishing academy, and a female 
seminary. Population. 1600. 

Oxford, in the town of the same name, is situated on both 
sides of the Chenango. It is in the midst of a fine agricultural 
country, and has considerable trade. The academy here is an 
old and flourishing one, founded in 1794. Population, 1300. 

Sherburne, in the town of theisame name, is a pleasant incor- 
porated village, on the line of the canal. It has a chartered 
academy, and considerable trade, ^Population, 700. 

Greene, in the town ofthesame name is a flourishing village, 
situatedon the Chenango river and Canal Ithas considerable 
manufactures. Population, 800. 

Nev) Berlinaiid Baivbridge, in the towns ofthesame names, 
are thriving and important villages. 

SmithvUle and Smyrna, are als j villages of some importance. 
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1. HaVersU-ttW, 1-788. 
S. Oi-angetown, 1783. 
Momitaita. T. Matte; 

derber^. 

Rivers. C. HUilion. C. Hackenaaclt. a, Ramaj 
librts. Stony Point. 
Villeges. New Citv. Havecatraw. Piermoiit. 



3. CladotoWn, 1791. 

4. Ramapo, 1791. 
d. Cloater. e. Njack HiUs, f. Dun- 
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Boundaries. North by Orange county ; East by Hutlsau 
river ; South by New Jersey ; and West by New Jersey and 
Orange county. 

ScRFACE. The surface of this county is very much broken, 
rising in the west and north-west into the Highlands, or Mat- 
teawan ridge. The Oioster mountain, or Palisade range, enters 
from Bergen, New Jersey, and receding on the west, forms the 
Nyack Hills. The Eummite of some of these rise to the height 
of 1000 feet. Between these hills and the Highlands, is a valley 
formed by the Saddle river. Dunderberg and Caldwell moun- 
tains, are in the nortli part, opposite Peekskiil. 

Rivers. Rockland county sends forth the Hackensack river 
and its branches, draining the Nyack valley, and Saddle river, 
a tributary of the Passaic. The Ramapo, also a tributary of 
the Passaic, crosses the county in the town of Ramapo. 

Climate. The climate of this county is healthy; agreeable 
in summer, but cold in winter. 

Minerals and Gboloov. The Nyack Hills belong to the 
Catskill group, being baaed on red sandstone and capped 
with greenstone. The Palisades Eire coraijosed entirely of trap 
rock. The Matteawan range is primitive ; granite, gneiss, mica, 
feldspar, hornblende, &c. are its principal constituents. South 
of the Highlands, the whole country is underlaid with red sand- 
stone, supposed by some of the Geologists to be the new red 
sandstone. 

timeaione is abundant in iJie valleys, and magnaUo tron ore in the hilb. Tbe 
green and ted copper ores, dathoUle, sUlblte, asbeuus, Fcehnile, Thompeonite, &;c, 

Veoetable Phobuctions. Notwithstanding the roughness 
of the surface, tlie soil is rich and highly cultivated, amply re- 
warding the labor of the husbandman. This county is well 
adapted to the culture of both grass and grains. 

PuRSPiTS. AgritMlture is the leading pursuit, particularly in 
the more fertile valleys. 

Manufacfwf.s are also carried on to some extent. Iron wire, 
nails, sheet iron, and lead, cotton and woollen fabrics are the 
principal articles. 

Commerce. Some shipping is owned on the Hudson, by the 
inhabitants of the county, of whom a considerable number are 
engaged in commercial pursuits. Ice is extensively exported 
toNew York from this county. 

Staple Prodcotiows. These are corn, potatoes, oats, buck- 
wheat, rye, and ice. 

Schools. In this county, there were in 1846, thirty-nine com- 
mon schools, averaging nine months' instrwction each, at an es- 
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pense of about S72?l, and having 2501 pupils. The district 
libraries numbered 6418 volumes. 

There are eigbl private schools, numbering 149 BChoTsrs. 

Reuoious Denominations. Melhodista, Dutth Reformed, 
Presbyterians , Baplisle and Frienda. The number of churches, 
of ail denominations, is tbirty-two ; of ministers, twenty. 

HiffTOsr. This county originally belonged to Orange, and 
many of the early eetllements were made within its iimits. 
Orangetown was originally the county seat, before its division, 
and remained so till 1737, when Goshen, now in Orange county, 
was made a half shire town. In 1774, the court-house and jail 
in Orangetown being burned, the county seat was removed to 
New City. During the revolution, this little county was the 
scene of mar^ thrilling events. 

On the 27th of September, 1778, Colonel Baylor, the com- 
mander ofa troop of cavalry, had crossed the Hackensack with 
his regiment, and t^en post at Tappan; on the night of the 
28fh, they were surprised by a British force, under General 
Gray, who attacked them in a barn, where they had their quar- 
ters, and sixty-seven out of one hundred and four privates were 
butchered. The orders of the British guard were to give no 
quarter ; about forty were made prisoners through the human- 
ity of one of the British captains. After the capture of i orta 
Montgomery and Clinton, (the latter of which was in the limits 
of this county,) by Sir enry Clinton, in 1777, General Wash- 
ington directed 1 jbrtificati n to be built at Stoney Point, a com- 
manding promontory on the Hudson, and ai.otlier at Verplank's 
Point, opposite the former, on the east bank of the Hudson; — 
the latter was first completed, and both were garrisoned by the 
Americans. . 

In May, 1779, Sir Henry Clinton ascended the river ; the for- 
tress at Stoney Point being unfinished, the garrison abandoned 
it at his approach, and the garrison at Verplank's Point, or Fort 
Fayette, as it was called, being surrounded by a superior force, 
were compelled to surrender. Sir Henry immediately caused 
bothfortstobestronglyfortified, and manned them with efficient 
garrisons. General Washington determined to recover them, 
Mid accordingly despatched General Wayne, with a sufficient 
corps of light mfantry, on the fifteenth of July, to storm the fortress 
at Stoney Point. .The hill on which the fortress was erected, 
extends into the Hudson, and is surroimded by it on three sides. 
The other side was a deep morass, passable only at one point, 
and this enfiladed by the batteries of the fort. A passage to the 
fortress was also practicable at low water, along the beach, but 
this too was commanded by the guns of the fort. 
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Notwithstanding these ohf tacles, Wayne and his brave eieso- 
ciates commenced the attack a little after nightfall of the eix- 
teenth of July, with uiiloade i musketa and fixed bayonets, and 
notwithstanding the terrible fire of the enemy, the two coluiana 
which had taken the two routes above described, met in the 
centre of the fort. The British garrison was captured with a 
loss to the Americans of fifteen killed and eighty-three ivovmd- 
ed, and to the British of sixty-three killed, and 543 taken pris- 
oners, besidemilitaystores to the value of nearly ©160,000. 

The subsequent attack upon Fort Fay ette on Verplank's Point, 
was unsuccessful, and on this account a larger force than could 
be spared from tiie American army, being required to defend 
Stoney Point, it was abandoned, and soon after occupied by 
Sir Henry Clinton, who retained it during a considerable period. 
In 1780, the trial and imprisonment of Andre tookpiacein the 
village ofNyack, in this couaty. He was tried in the old Dutch 
church, since torn down, and confined in the ancient stone mein- 
sion at^jacent. His execut.on took place at a distance of about a 
quarter cf a mile from the village, not far from the New Jersey 
line. He was buried near the place of his execution. In 1831, 
his remains were disinterred, by order of the Duke of York, un- 
der the superintendence of Mr. Buchanan, the English consul 
at New York, and transmitted to England. 

Dobba' Ferry, in this county, wasalso a placeof considerable 
importance during the revolution. Washington's head quarters 
were for a time near this hamlet. 

New City, in the town of Clarkstown, contains the court- 
house, jail, and county offices. It is a mere hamlet. 

Piermont, on the Hudson, in the town of Orangetown, is a 
village of recent growth, and is principally distinguished as the 
easternterminusoflhe New Yorkand Brie raib-oad. This route 
of travel is connected with the city of New York by a I'egular 
line of steamboats. A larger amount of milk is probably sent 
to. New York from this port than from any otheroii the river. 
The steamboat pier is about one mile in length. The Palisades 
terminate here in a steep and precipitous bluff Population, 
UOO. 

Haverstraw, in the town of the same name, is a thriving vil- 
lage on the river, engaged in the coasting trade with New York, 
Thefortress of Stoney Point was in the limits of this town. 

Nyack, a village in Orangetown, is handsomely situated on 
Tappan bay, skirted by the Nyack hills on the west. Its celeb- 
rity as the place where Major Andre was executed, has been 
before noticed. Population, about 1000. 
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. Whitestcwn, nSS. 
!. Steuben, 1789. 
t. Paris, 1782. 
,. Weatmorelaiid, 1732, 
: Sangetfield,I795. 

13 



6. Floyd, nfi6. 
1. Rome, 1706. 

8. Bridge water, 1707. 

9. Western, 1797, 
10. Trenton, 1797. 
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11. Augusta, 1793. 19. Vienna, 1807. 

12. DeerfieW, 1798. 2Q. Lea, ISll. 

13. Sem9en,1798. 21. Utica, 1817. 

14. Camclen, 1799. 32. Maraball, 1819. 

15. Vernon, 1803. 23. Annsville, 1823, 

16. Veronn, 1802. 24. Kirklana, 1827. 

17. Boonville, 18U5. 86. New Hartford, 1837. 

18. Florence, 1805. 36. Marcj, 1833. 

87. Ava, 1846. 
Mountains. P. Highlands of Black River, i. Hassencleaver moun- 

a. Black, c. Saglidaquida, 
;. Wood. f. West Canada. 
i, Oneida, k. Oriskany. s. Ffsli. t. West branch of Fish, 
Falls, g. Trenton Falls. 
Lakes. Z. Oneida. 

Battle Fields. Fort Schuyler. Oriakany Creek. 
Foria. FortStanwis. Fort Schuyler. 
Colleges, Hamilton College, in Kirkland. 

aiiea and Villages. Utica. Eosie. Whitesboro'. Clinton. 
Trenton Falls. Ofiskany. \Vatei-ville. 

BooNDABiEB. North by Lewis and. Oswego counties ; East 
by Herkimer; South by Madison and Oteego; and West hy 
Madison and Oswego counties. 

ScBPACE. Oneida county has a diversified surface. The 
valley of Oneida Lake estenda eastward nearly forty miles, 
through the centre of the county, and the etreams which water 
the county ho abundantly, flow for the most part, through broad 
and beautiful valleys. The Highlands of Black river riKe to an 
elevation of about 800 feet, in the norlheaatern part of the coun- 
ty, and in the eastern section the Hassencleaver has an eleva- 
tion of 1200 feel. In the southern part, a ridge ofno great height 
divides the waters of the Mohawk from those of 5ie Susque- 
hanna. 

RiVEHs, &c. The Mohawk and Black rivers, Lansing's, 
Pish, Orjskany, Oneida, Saghdaquida, Wood and West Canada 
creeks, are the principal streams. Several of these furnish, by 
their rapid descent, valuable hydraulic power. 

FaIj-s. Trenton Falls, on West Canada creek, are much 
celebrated for their picturesque beauty, and the wild and roman- 
tic scenery which surrounds them. The whole descent is 312 
feet, and this is accomphshed by six distinct falls, all within a 
distance of two miles. 

Lakes. The Oneida Lake forms part of the western boimda- 
ry of the county. Its ehorea are low and swampy. Its waters 
abound with excellent fish. 
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Casals and Railroads. The Erie canal passes through the 
central portion ofthe county. " In its whole couree through this 
and the adjacent county of Madison, there are no locks. The 
Oneida Lake canal connects the Erie canal with Oneida Lake ; 
the Chenango canal extends from the Brie canal at Utica, to 
Binghamton, in Broome county ; the Black river canal is de- 
signed to connect the Erie cana! with Black river. 

The Uticaand Schenectady, and Syracuseatid Utica railroads 
pass through this county. 

Climate. The rJimate is generaliy mild and quite uniform. 
The temperature is about an average of that ofthe state. 

Geologv ANn MrNEBALa. From its extent and situation this 
county embraces a greater variety of geologicalformations than 
almost any other in the state The primary system occupies 
that portion ofthe county east of Black river. It consists prin- 
cipally of granite, and Black river and Trenton limestone. 
Bordering upon these we find the Utica slate and the Hudson 
river group of shales Eind sandstone. To these succeed the 
Oneida slate, which indeed is found in almost every part of the 
county ; the Clinton and Lockport groups of limestone, rich in 
fossils ; the Onondaga salt group, consisting here mainly of red 
and green shales; the Helderberg limestones; the Oriskany 
sandstone, ibrming the surface rock of the valleys ofthe Sagh- 
daqtiida, Oriskany, Skentindoa and Oneida creeks ; the Marcel- 
lus shales appearing at a few points in the extreme southern 
part of the county ; and the Hamilton group of limestones. 

AiglUaceouB imn ore, gypsum, waKt limeslone. peat, inati, ealcaieous spar, 
coccolitB, blende, ot aulpburet of zinc, and tabular spar, are llw principaj m[Qsr- 
als. Tbere ate numerous mineral springs, mostly sulphurous. In Ibe coant;. 

Soil asd Vegetable pBODUCTiosg. The soil is every where 
productive, and in the valleys possesses extraordinary fertility. 
The crops, both of grass and grain, are abundant, and the county 
ranks among the first in the state, in its agricultural products. 
Hops are very successfully and extensively cultivated. The 
timber of tlie county is principally mapte, beech, birch, elm, 
black walnut, nndbasswood, with some oak, hemlock, and pine. 
Large quantities of sugar are manufactured from the maple. 

PoBsciTs. AfrricuUure is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitants. Nearly equal attentionis paid to the culture of grain 
and to the rearing of cattle, horses and sheep. Wheat is not 
produced in so large quantities as in some ofthe more western 
counties, but oats, com, barley, hops and potatoes are largely 
cultivated. In 1845, nearly four millions of pounds of butter, 
and more thau three millions of pounds of cheese were made in 
the county. The clip of wool was also very large. 
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Manufactures are also a prominent pursuit, being: prosecuted 
to a greater extent than in any otlier county in the elate, except 
Kings and New York. Cotton and woollen goods are largely 
manufactured. Flour, lumber, distilled liquors, leather and iron 
wave, are also produced in very considerable quantities. In 
1845, the manufactures of the county amounted to nearly 
84,000,000. 

Commerce. The commercial relations of Oneida county are 
qnife esteneive. The Erie canal affords the means of trans- 
portation for its abundant produce; the Oneidalakeoanal opens 
a route to L^e Ontario ; tlie Chenango canal brings the agri' 
cultural productions of the aouthern counties hither, on their 
■way to tide water ; and the completion of the Black river canal 
will also add largely to the commerce of the county. 

Staple Pbodoctions. Butter, cheese, oats, barley, corn, 
hops, potatoes, wool and sugar. 

Schools. There were in Uie county in 1846, 399 district 
echool-housea, in which schools were taught an average period 
of eight months each. 23,735 children received instruction, at 
an expense for tuition of §29,063. The district libraries con- 
tained 23,983 volumes. There were also eighty-seven unin- 
corporated select schools, with 912 scholars, ten academies and 
four female seminariea, with 624 pupils, and one college with 
nine professors and 126 students. 

RELiQcors Denominations. Methodists, Baptists, Congre- 
gationaliBtB, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, 
Friends, UnlversalisU, Dutch Reformed and Unitarians. The 
total number of churches in 1845, was 160; of clergymen, 203. 

HiBTOBY. This county was the home of the Oneida Indiana, 
oneof the bravest tribes of the Iroquois, and the only one which, 
during the revolution, maintwaed friendly relations with the 
United States. 

During the French war (in 3758) forts were erected at Rome 
and at Utica ; the former was called Fort Stanwis, the latter 
Fort Schuyler. Fort Stanwis, on tlie present site of Rome, 
was, from its situation at the portage between Wood creek and 
the Mohawk river, a post of considerable importance, and was 
fortified at an expense of more than $250,000. . At the com- 
mencement of the revolution, however, it was very much dilap- 
idated. 

In 1766, Rev. Samuel Kirkland, a native of Connecticut, and 
agraduate ofPrinceton college. New Jersey, settled among the 
Oneidas, as a missionary. Through his influence they were 
restrained from engaging on the side of the British during the 
war of the revolution. 
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Mr. KirUland remained among the Indians during the war, 
was interpreter to the American otficers who visited them, and 
officiated as chaplain to the army during Sullivan's campaign. 
After the revolution he settled again in Oneida covmty, and the 
legislature of the state granted him the township of Kirkland, 
as an acknowledgement of his valuable services to the stale of 
hie adoption. 

Judge Dean, the efficient Indian agent during the revolution, 
was also an early settler. He was a native of New England, 
but spent several years of his boyhood among the Oneida In- 
dians, by whom he was adopted. He eubsequenlly graduated 
at Dartmouth college, intending to become a missionary to that 

The demand for his services during the revolution prevented 
his fulfilling that intention, and he accepted the office of Indian 
agent and interpreter, and in that capacity rendered efficient 
aid to the American cause. The Oneidas granted him, at the 
close of the war, a tract of land on Wood creek about two miles 
square, which he subsequently exchanged for a similar tract in 
Westmoreland. On the extinction of the Indian title, in 1788, 
the latter was confirmed to him by the state, and he resided 
upon it during the remainder of his life.* 

occurred which furnishes s iiarsUel lo the olteu reJusd rescue of dipl^n John 

to their intercoorsa vt^ the wi^B. 

At,lhi9 periDd, an OneUa IndiBn had been killed bj some unknown whilo man, 
who had sscued, Tho ctaiers aasembled to deicrmlne what was to be done. 
After eeveraldaTS conmltallou, the; decided that the life of Mr. Dean luust be 
forfeiled, as an alonement for tha murder. 

Aooordingly, Ihe ehiaft, eiihtean hi number, came to his dweiling Btniidnlgni, 
and hiftiruiBd hhu thM (bej hud decided lo sacrifice him for the murder of their 
brother, and that he muBC now prepare to die. In vain he remonstrated, pleadio; 
hJs pssl serrlcea to Iheh tril«, and urguig that he waa an adopted son of the 
On^ibs, and Ihereftire not liable to bucS a doom. In vain did he represent Iha 
haules! condition of Ms wife and helpless bafaes. 

Tlie old chiefs heard hlu palienOy, but their decision waa unalterable. He 
had nearly ahandooed all hiiDO of escape, when his attention was arrested b; Ihe 
pattering 

' __,_.^naugto 

wlih rU proprisly; Tha chiefa however remained sii 



idopied Vii 
ThB enlr 

■ U proprisly; .,. . 

■.r of the first, and the wife of anolhn' clUef ; and presontl^ . 



n Mr. Dean's boyhood, bad 

las, acconSuE t 



length the presidlni chief bid them " begone." The squaw who first eirtered, 
ed, that Ihey must first change their detarniinsUon, and not kill the good wlMte 
her adopted son. The command to go was repealed, when eaeh of (he 

ited that they would destroy themselves, if one hair of the white man's head 
ouched. The chiefs were astonished at the whole proceeding, and regarding 
an evident inierpo^ilon of the Qreat Sphh in his behalf, reversed [heir 
90, and Mr. Bean's Ufe waa spared. 
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Some years previous to the, revolution two men namerf Roof 
andBrodock eatablisliedthemselveeinlhevicimty of Rome, and 
were engaged itt the carrying trade. They were compelled to 
leave during tlie revolution, but afterward returned and re- 
sumed their Tarms. 

Early in the summer of 1777, news hvaing reached the county 
that an expedition was intended against the settlements in the 
Mohawk valley, under the command of General St. Leger, 
Port Stanwixat Rome, wasrepaired, garrisoned, supplied with 
provisions, and its name changed to Fort Schuyler. 

On the 2d of August, 1777, the garrison consisted of 750 men, 
under the command of Colonel Gransevoort, and they had suffi- 
cient ammunition and provisions for a six weejis' siege. At that 
time the fort was invested by Gieneral St. Leger, whodemanded 
its surrender. The demand was indignantly spurned by the 
garrison. Hearing of the investment of the fort. General Her- 
kimer assembled about 800 militia, and hastened to relieve the 
beseiged garrison. On the evening of the 5th of August, he 
arrived at Oriskany creek, and despatched two expresses to 
CoL Gansevoort, notifying him fl app h and requesting 
him to make a sally from the f t at tl t i' his intended 
attack. 

These expressea arrived safel tl 1 n of the 6th, 

and a signal cannon having b n fi ed L lonel Marinus 
Willet, the second in commai 1 sail d f the fort with 
250 men, and succeeded in caxrymg tl n i I Sir John John- 
son and the Indians, capturing their stores, baggage, ammuni- 
tion, &c., without the loss of a single man. 

The attack of General Herkimer was less fortunate. St. 
Leger having heard of his approach, stationedaforce in ambus- 
cade on his route. The mDitia, heedless and self confident, 
rushed on till their vanguard were surroimded by the enemy. 
Those in the rear then fled, but the remainder fought with the 
utmost desperation. Their assailants were mostly Indians and 
loyalists, and in many cases the two parties were personally 
known to each other, and private hate was added to national 
hostility. Rage supplied the place of arms ; no quarter was 
asked or given on either side, Early in the battle General 
Herkimer was wounded; but seating himself on his saddle, and 
leaning against the trunk of a tree, he continued to order the 
battle with the utmost composure. The conflict contmued for 
eishoucs; at theead of that time the tories and Indisms retreat- 
ed, leaving the militia masters of the field. The loss in killed 
and wounded on both sides was very great. That of the 
Americans was nearly 200 killed, and about the same number 
wounded. 

After this battle, St. Leger again summoned the fort, but was 
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again defied. Finding, however, that they must be reinforced 
or eventually surrendur, Col. Willet and Lieut. Stockwell, of 
the garrison, volunteered to go to the head quarters of General 
Schuyler, at Stillwater, and obtain aid. 

They left the garrison on the night of the iOth of August, 
creeping on their hands and knees through the enemy's camp, 
and after numerous hair breadth escapes, succeeded In reaching 
Gen. Schuyler's camp and procuring the necessary assistance. 

General Learned and General Arnold were despatched on 
this service. The latter, hastening on in advance with 900 
troops, captured a tory refugee named Han' Yost Schuyler, 
whom by promises and tlireats he induced to go to the camp of 
St. Leger, and alarm the Indians by exaggerating the number 
of his troops. A friendly Oneida Indian was aleo sent on the 
some errand. The stratagem was successful. The Indians, 
already dissatisfied, abandoned St. Leger at once, on receiving 
the intelligence of Arnold's approach, and thus deserted, he 
raised the siegeandretreatedwith the utmost haste, the Indiana 
plundering his troops whenever they found opportunity. 

One of the most prominent of the early settlers of this county 
was Judge While, the foimder of Whiteslown. He was a na^ 
tive of Middletown, Connecticut, and one of the proprietors of 
the Saghdaquida patent. He removed here in 1784, with lus 
femily. 

In 1788 the town of Whitestown was laid out, and comprised 
all that part of the state lying west of a line drawn north and 
BOutti through the city of Utica, a tract of country now contain- 
ing more than 1,100,000 inhabitants. The same year a treaty 
was made with the Oneidas, by which they ceded to the state 
the whole of their lands, except a few trifling reservations. 

Judge White lived to see the wilderness where he had first 
located himself, densely populated, and tlie privations of the 
settlers exchanged for plenty.' Judge Sanger was another of 
the early settlers who located in New Hartford. 

Thetownof Steuben was granted by the state to Baron Steu- 
ben, for his services during the revolution. He resided here 
during the latter part of his life, and was buried here. 

- A UllU iDcldeut which occurrsd soon after llie war, Uluslcales Ibe ladiBQ 
character very tbrciblj^- AnoldOnflidachiefuaaiednaDYerri', who, durhiff rhe 
revolutloD, bad acled with ths Brilisb, but wlio wae qiiile Meaoij 1q Judge WliitB, 
came DOS darwUh hla wife and a mulatto woman to Ida honBB, and ask^permie- 
elanlolake the little gTand-dsughCsroftheJudEehama to til! cabin Ibi Ihs lilght, 
makhig it B IBBt of the strength of Ue riieudaHlp, Judge Wtilte consented, con- 
tddEiiug it beat to manifeat eonfldanes In the Indian, alQiDugh he fell many mla- 

!mngs, and the motller of the child could baldly be preveiledon to part with It. 
'be auBceediug day was one of deep anxietf to tlie tamll; of Che jodge— but just 

Indian dresa. 
The ccinfdence which the judge manlfealcd laUienii scoured theh- warm and 
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CiTCEs AND ViLLAGEs, Utioa, situatd OH the south eide of 
the Mohawk, on the site of old Fort Schuyler, is a thriving and 
business city, in the midst of one of the most fertile and wealthy 
sections of the state, having a central location. lis locality being 
on a gentle declivity to the north, commands a beautiful pros- 
pect of the Moliawit valley. The streets Eire sgacious, and the 
buildings neat and commodious. Being connected with Albany 
and Troy, and with Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo by rail- 
road and canal ; with Bingham ton by the Chenango canal, and 
by stages, with the northern and southern counties of the state, 
it is the centre of an extensive business. It is also engaged in 
manufactures. Several large steam mills have recently been 
erected for the manuiacture of cotton and woollen goods. 

The New York State Lunatic Asylum, located here, is anoble 
institution, and when completed will surpass in extent and conve- 
nience any other in the United States. A farm of 160 acres ia 
attached to it. The Utica Academy , and the Utica Female Sem- 
inary, are both excellent institutions, and have a high reputa- 
tion. The Young Men's Association possess a good library 
and have maintained a course ol' lectures for some years. The 
museum contains a fine collection of curiosities and antiquities. 

The early growlJi of Utica was slow ; in 1794 it contained but 
three or four houses. It was incorporated as a village in 1798, 
and received its present name. It was chartered as a city in 
1832. Population 13,190. 

Rome, on the site of Fort Stanwix (the new Fort Schuyler) 
is situated at the junction of the Black river and Erie canals. 
The Utica and Syracuse railroad Edso passes through it. The 
village has some manufectories, and is largely engaged in -Uie 
forwarding trade. The United States government have an ar- 
senal, magazine, and a number of workshops here. The Rome 
Female Seminary is well sustained. Population 2800. 

Whitesboro', in the town of Whitestown, also a coimty seat, 
was incorporated in 1813. It is a pleasant village, finely deco- 
rated with shade trees, and is engaged in the manufacture of 
cotton goods. It has also a very large flouring mill and an ex- 
tensive pEiH and tub manufactory. 

The Whitesboro' Academy is a large and flourishing institu- 
tion. The Oneida Institute, a manual labor school of a high 
order, intended for a boarding school, is also located here ; con- 
nected with it is a fiu-m of 114 acres. The students are re- 
quired to labor three hours per day. Population 2000. 

Oriakany is a large manufacturing village in the same town, 
Broadcloths and cassimeres are the principal articles of manu- 
facture. Population 1200. 

New York Mills, in the same town is an imiKtrtant village 
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largely engaged in the manufacture oi" cotton goods, Popula- 
tion 1000, 

Watervitl'', in tlie town of Sangerfleld, Is a thriving village, 
engaged in the manufacture of woollen goode, carriage springe, 
Btaroli, and musical instruments. Population 1000. 

Trrmlon Falls is a small village, worthy of notice for the 
pictureBque and beautiful falls on the West Canada creek, from 
which it derives its name. Trenton, in the town of the same 
name, is a somewhat larger village, incorporated in 1819. 

Clinton, in the town of Kirkland, ie pleasantly situated on the 
Oriakany creek, nine miles from Utioa. The literary institu- 
tions of this riltage and its vicinity, have given it a Wide ce!el>" 
rity. Hamilton College, situated a mile west of the viliagej 
waa founded by the exeftions of the venerable Kirkland, and ie 
now in a prosperous condition. It has four fine stone edifices. 

The Clinton Liberal Institute is a chartered institution. The 
edifice is of atone, ninety-six by iifty-two feet, and four stories 
high above the basement, for the male department, and a smaller 
building for the female department. It is conducted by sis 
teachers. There is a farm attached to this institution, for the 
benefit of such students as may desii-e to defray the expense oi* 
their education by manual labor. 

The Clinton Grammar school, and the Clinton Domestic 
seminary, a female institwtion of some note, are also located 
here, In the vicinity are several manufacloriea. Population 
800. 

New Hartford, in the town of the same name, and Oriskany 
Falls, in the town of Augusta, are flourishing manufacturing 
villages. 

Vernon, in the town of Vernon, Satlquoit, in the town of Pa- 
ris, and Hampton, in the town of Westmoreland, are thriving 
villages. 

Oneida Caslleton, a poet village in the town of Vernon, oc- 
cupies the place where the councils of the Six Nations were 
formerly held,-— the large white walnut trees under which they 
assembled are still standing in full vigor, and often, by the au- 
tumnal blasts, sing the requiem of that almost anniliilated race 
of the aborigines. 
13* 
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Hquara MUea, fl4S. Population, 4»,B63. 

Organized, 1799. VEduaUon, 184S, SO,'60,I3SO. 




: I, Google 
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i. Asrelius, 1J89. 13. Conqaest, 1821. 

2. Geneva, 1789. 13. Summer Hill, 1323. 

3. Scipio, nse. 14. Victory, 1831. 

4. Sempconiua, 1783. 15. Ira, 1831. 

5. BrBtus, ISOa. 16. Aubarn, 1823, 
0. Gato, 3Soa. 17. Fletning, 1823. 

7. Locke, 1602. 18. Springport, 1833. 

8. Owaaco, 1802. 19. Venice, -1823. 

9. SenBEt, 1807. 20, Ledyard, 1823. 
10. Hantz, 1808. 21. Moravia, 1833. 
ll: Stirling, 1812. 22. Niles, 1833. 

Sieera. a. Owaaco Outlet, h. Salmon Cteek. c. Owasco Iniet. e. 

Little Sodus Creek. It. Seneca. 
Lakes, fre. J. Lake Oiitario. DD. Cayuga, d. Owasca. f. Skene- 

ateles. g. Duck. i. Cross. 1. Little Sodus Bay. 
Villages. Adbujib. Aurora, Cayuga. Montezunia. Moravia. 

BouHDARCBS. NoTtli by Lake Ontarie ; Ease by Oswego, On- 
ondaga and Cortland counties; South by Tompkins county; 
West by Cayuga lake, and Seneca and Wayne counties. 

SuBPACB. The southern section of tie county has an irregidar 
surface, rising into ridges on the shores of Cayuga and Owasco 
lakes. Paplar ridge, the watershed of the county, is between 
these two takes, and has an elevation of 600 feet. The north- 
ern part is comparatively level, yet has a rolling appearance, in 
consequence of nunierous gravelly hills, which aeemUke mounds 
formed by art. 

Rivers. The principal streams are the Seneca river, Salmon 
and Little Sodus creelts. The Seneca has a very -sluggish 
tfourse through a marshy country. 

Lakes. Cayuga lake on the western border, Skeneateles on 
the eastern, and Owasco in the centre, are the largest lakes. 
Besides these it has Cross, Duck and Otter lakes, and Lock 

Bays. Little Sodus bay is an inlet of Lake Ontario. 

CiiaiLS. The Erie canal crosses the county a few miles dis- 
tant from the Seneca river, and parallel with it. 

Railroads. The great lino of Railroad between Albany and 
BuiFalo also passes through tills county. 

Climate. Mild and temperate, much moderated by the nu- 
merous bodies of water around and within it. It is regarded 
as salubrious. 

Geology and Mirehalooy. This county embraces quite a 
variety of formations. On the borders of Lake Ontario is found 
the Medina sandstone ; immediately south of 'this the Clinton, 
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Niagara and Onondaga limestone groups ; next the Helderbe.rg 
aeriee, and in the estreiaeaoBthern part of the county, the Lud- 
lowville alaty rocks. 

GjTiauni, wBtfir llnieBlone, Bulphale of Barylea, Epscm salts, fluot spsr, eiitpliale 
of Iron, and pure BUlpbur are ibe principal minetala. 

Petroleum or minerol oil is found on Cayuga lake. Valuatle brine springs 
occur in MonT^mery. Here are also au^huj: eprisga, andacbalybeateB^ri^baB 
been dlscavered ia Ibe town of Sennet. 

SoiL ASD Vegetable Prodoctioss. The aoi! of this connty, 
in consequence of ita peculiar geological structure, ie rich, and 
ita lands are among the most fertile and highly cultivated in 
the state. Wheat yields the most abundant crops ; and fruits 
thrive in great perfection. The timber consists of oak, beech, 
butterrojt, elm, poplar, basswood, pine and hemlock. 

PuRaurrs. The attention of the inhabitants is chiefly turned 
to agriculture. Large quantities of the various kinds of grain 
and wool are annually produced, and considerable numbers of 
cattle reared. 

Manufactures. The principal articles of mamifiictnre are 
flour, wooden and cotton goods, leather and lumber. Salt is 
manufactured in considerable quantities. 

Commerce. It has a considerable amount of commerce— be- 
ing connected by the Cayuga lake with the southern counties — 
by the tSrie canal and Auburn and Syracuse railroad with the 
Hudson and Lake Erie, and by the Cayuga and Seneca canal 
with the Seneca lake, aJid the country bordering on it. 

The Staples of the county are wheat and other grains, pota- 
toes, butter and wool. 

Schools. The common schools, in 1846, numbered 256, 
They were taught an average period of eight months, attended 
by 16,781 scholars, at an expense for tuition of nearly 821,312. 
The number of volumes in the echool libraries was 29,718, 

The onmber of prisate schools was Ihirly-llve, having hi attendance QSS pu- 
one Iheoiogital Beminary with seventy-one students. 

Rbuoioos Denominations. Baptista, pFesbyterianB, Meth- 
odists, Friends, Universalists, Congregationaliets, Episcoitttli- 
ans, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, and Roman Catholics. 
There are in all. seventy-seven churches and eighty clergymen. 

Hi3T0BY. The first settlements in this county were made in 
Aurelius, Genwi and Scipio, about the time the Indian title was 
extinguBhed, in 1789. The first settlement at Auburn was 
made in 1793, hy Col. John L. Hardenburg, from whom it was 
named Hardenburg's corners. It received its present name in 
1805. 

In Moravia, setflenients were commenced in 1794. At that 
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time there were still some Indiane residing on the flats. Tlie 
county has had a rapid and prosperous growth, and in its zeal 
tot public improvements ranks among the first counties in the 

ViLLAOEs, AuBURB, ihc shirs towu of the county, and one of 
the most flourishing villages in the state, is situated on the out- 
let of Owasco Ir^e. Though irregularly laid out, its streets are 
spacious, Eind many ofitebuildingselegant. Besides the county 
buildings, it contains seven churches, a male and a female sem- 
inary, and the Auburn Theologieai seminary, under the control 
of the Presbyterians, which has , four professors, seventynDne 
students, and a library of 5000 volumes. 

The Auburn State Prison, located here, is a massive granite 
building, erected at an expense of over half a million of dol- 
lars. The main building has a front of 276 fee^ and is three 
stories high besideB the basement. The two wings, one on 
either end, are each 242 feet long, and forty-fiTe wide. The 
whole is enclosed by a solid stone wall, from sixteen to forty feet 
high, and three feet thick. The number of prisoners is about 
700, who labor in work shops during the day, and are confined 
in separate cells at night. Population 6171. 

jWorauitisa thriving incorporated village, in the town of the 
Harae name. The Moravian Institute is a chartered institution 
of some note. Population 600. 

Aurora, in the town of Ledyard^ lies upon the Cayuga lake, 
and is hardly surpassed in lie beauty of its location, by ftny vil- 
lage in western New York. The Cayuga academy is a 
flourishing institution. Steamboats slop here several times a 
day on their route between Ithaca and Cayuga brid^. Popu- 
ulalion 500. 

Cayuga is a pleasant village on.the eastern banlt of the Cayuga 
lake. A daily line of steamboats plies between this place and 
Ithaca, connecting the Ithaca and Owego and the Auburn and 
Rochester railroads. A toll bridge, and a railroad bridge, each 
of themupwards of a mile in length, here cross the Cayugalake, 

Montezuma. A number of saline springs are here found, 
from which salt of Ihe best and purest quality has been manu- 
factured ever since tiie earliest settlement of the country. The 
Montezuma marshes comraenceabouta mile west of the village, 
and are known as the Paracliseofnmsquitoes. Population 700. 
fVeedsport is a thriving village on the canal in the town of 
Benton. It has a large amount of business. Population 800. 

Port Byron, in the town of Mentz, is a large village, on the 
Erie canal. It has one of the largest flouring establisrmenta in 
the state, beside several other manufactories. Population 1000. 
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XXIX. ESSEX COUNTY. 




1. CrowQ Point, 1788. 


9 


Essex, 1805. 




K 


Lewis, 1805. 


3. Jay, nao. 




Moriah, 180S. 


4. Elizabethtown, 1198. 


i; 


Keene, 1S08. 


5. Chestecaeld, 1802. 


i; 


Westport, 1815. 


6. Schroon, 1804. 


U. 


Wilmington, 182! 
Nowcomb, 1828. 


7. Ticondert^a, 1804. 




8. Minerva, 1804. 




St. Afmantl, 1844. 
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Mvunlaim. EE. K^yaderosacras. GG. Chateaugay. HH. Clinton. 
J J. Au Sable. 

Peaks, g. White Face k Mount McMartin m Mount Mcln- 
tyre. n. Mount Maccy o J] nunt Defiance l^in Ticonderoga). 

IHvers. C.Hudson a Boujuet c Boreas d Indian, e. Adiron- 
dack, f. -Schroon i Au Sable j Saranac q West Branch. 

Lake). W. Champlain 1 Schroon r Paradox b. Pharaoh, t. 
Crane Pond u Harries Lai e v Rich w Delia, h. Teralt. 
y. Sanfotd. J Placid a. Auger Pond t W-irm c. Rattlesnake. 
5^Black. L Long 

ForU. Ticonderoga. Crown Point. 

ViUttses. EuZABETHTOwN. Wcstport. Kceseviile. Ticonde- 
roga. Essex. 

Boundaries. North by Franklin and Clinton counties; East 
by Lftko Champlain ; South by Warren county ; and West by 
Hamilton and Franklin coiintieH. 

Sdrfacb. ■ The surface of this county is mountainous. Three 
diatinct ranges cross it, and a fourth touches its western bound- 
ary. The Kayaderoseeras range, beginning at Crown Point, 
passes over the southeastern towns. The Clmton range ex- 
tends through the central portion, the Au Sable passes through 
the northwest section, and the Chateaugay forme a portion of 
the northwestern boundary. 

In the towns of Keene, Newcomb,, and Moriah, a group of 
lofty peaks, Imown as the Adirondack group, extends from the 
Au Sable to the C'intonrange. Mounts Marcy, Mclntire, Mc- 
Martin, Dial mountain and White face, are the principal of 
these peaks. Mount Marcy la 5467 feet, or more than a mile, 
above lide water, Mount Mclntire 5183, White face 4855, and 
Dial mountain 4900 feet high. 

It is a characteristic ofthe mountains of tliis county, that their 
uidea are precipitous and broken. Between the ranges of the 
mountains are extensive valleys, through which flow largo 



The AflJrondack pass, about five miles ftom Uie Adirondack iron works, de- 

BalEs a liiouBand fret la hetghl, rear themfsiven on either hand in gloomy auh- 
limlly. as if proudly defying Ihe puny art of man. The pass is nearly a milo in 
length, and rises in height finni SOO U> 1000 fret. 

RivGRs. The principal rivers ofthe county are the Au Sable, 
the Saranac, the Bouquet, the Hudson and the Schroon, with 
their tributaries, and Putnam creek. 

Lakes. No county in the state probably possesses so great a 
number of lakes and ponds as Essex. The character of its sor- 
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face is sudi as to produce this result ; in its deep chaeJns aoti 
mouQtaiii gorges, ite ravines and delle, bounded by walls of erer 
during granite, the waters which fall upon the hills, or the 
product of the melting niowe upon its lofty peaks, gather and 
remam, till they have attained sufficient height to overflow the 
barriers which restrain them. 

It is said that there are in the county nearly one hundred lakes 
and ponds of considerable size. Of these the Most important 
are Schrooii, Paradox, Teralt, Rich, Hsuriea, 0elia, Sanford, 
Pliaraoh and Placid lakes, and Augur pond. 

CuMATB.. The temperature is low, particularly on the moun- 
tains. In the valleys it is more mild, but the fcoBts are earjj' 
and severe. It is not well adapted to the raising of fruit, or 
those grains and crops which require a long SEunmer. 

Geology and Minerals. The rocks in this county are pri- 
mary, with the esception of a narrow belt oftransitiononLake 
Champiain. They are principally hyperstheae, granite, pri- 
mary limeBl«ne, gneiss, hornblende, and magnetic iron ore. 

Icon is fbuid in Immenae quauUtlsB in altnoEt every pari of Hie counlf . The 
prinoipai veins are Ihe PenfieH, Ibe Adirontoek ores, and ihe Soatbni vein. Tha 
latler is estfniited to conlain ol least 3,000,000 tons of pure Iron. It fs in met a 



There sre in tbe county, 

Verd Antique vonety, Lob! _ . . . 

line, sospolUa, tabular spar, Bracite, apatite, lourinaTlne, sphene, colopboniie, 

grapbile, sircnn, gamcl, epaom salts, porcrtain olay, and peeil tpat. 

VfiOBTiBLE Pbobcctiomb, SoiL, &c. The soil, though broken, 
is rich and fertile. The limber is very abundant, and of large 
size, sonsisting of white and black oak, white and yellow pine, 
maple, beedi, hemlock, poplar, walnut, butterimt, birch, ash, 
eim, baSswood, cherry, fir, spruce, &c. 

Upon Mount Narcj. the gigantic beech and hemlock gieduelly diniinieh in sizs 



PcBsurrs. A majority of the inhabitants are devoted to agrt' 
cultural pursuits. The greater part of the cotinty is adapted 
to grazing, and insomeof Uie valleys grain succeeds well. Po- 
tatoes, oats, together with some wheat, corn and rye are 
grown. Butter acd wool are produced in coneiderable opaa- 

The preparation of lumber lor market is a prominent pursuit 
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witli tlie inhabitants. The amount of Inraber and timber ex- 
ported is very large. 

Among the manufactures, that of iron w the most irapor- 
taat; it is smelted from tlie ore in large quantities. 

The a^mmerce of the county upon the lakes is very consider- 
able, and every year increasing. 

Staples. Iron, lumber, butter, wool, and potatgee. 

Schools. There were in the county, in 1846, 167 echool- 
houses, in which 7925 children were taught an average period 
of sis months, atan expense for tuition of $8758, The district 
libraries contained 13,774 volumes. 

aoadEmes, with ninety sludencs. 

Religiods Denominations. Methodists, Congregationatiota, 
Baptists, PresbyteriaiK, Roman Catholics, and Uciveisah'sts 
The number of churches of all denominations in the count; is 
Ibrty-two, and of clergymen, twenty-nine. 

HisTOHY. In 1731 a fort, called Fort St. Frederick was 
erected by (he French, at Crown Point, on the l>ank of Lake 
Champlain; it waa afterward blown up, but the place was again 
fortified, and retained as a military post. 

In 1756, the French erected Fort Ticonderoga, named by 
them Carilloa In 1758, General Abercrombie, with a large 
force, composed of British and provincial troops, attacked the 
fortress, but was repulsed, with the loss of nearly 2000 killed 
and wounded. Among the former was Lord Howe, who was 
universally beloved by the troops. 

In 1759, both Ticonderoga Emd Crown Point were abandoned 
by the French, on the approach of the English forces. The 
British general garrisoned Ticonderoga, and caused a fort to be 
erected at Crown Point, which was likewise garrisoned by 
English troops. 

In 1775, both fortresses were captured by a corps of Connec- 
ticut and Vermont volunieers, under the command of Colonels 
Ethan Allen,* Seth Warner and Benedict Arnold. Crown 
Point was evacuated the next year. 

On the eleventh of October, 1776, the disastrous expedition 
against Cajiada was terminated, by the capture of the lake fleet, 
under the command of General Arnold, near Crown Point. 

In July, 1777, Ticonderoga was besieged by General Bur- 
goyne; with great labor and difficulty that officer succeeded in 

• ll iBrelaledlhmwbed Colonel AUen.wbo bad ruslied into Fort Ticoiidsraga, 

what aulhority 1" Colonel Allen iiiunedklel; replied, " I doniEnd It in *a name 
of tbe groal Jehovah and [he continontftl congresa." 
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erecting a battery upon Mount Defiance, which overlooked, and 
enfiladed tlie fort. General St, Clair, its commander, was tiius 
eonipelled either to surrender, or evacuate the fort immediately. 
He chose the latter alternative, and made his escape, tliough 
with some loss. It waa then garrisoned by Che British. 

In October, 1777, the garriaon, hearing of General Bur- 
goyne'a surrender, retariied precipitately to Canada. Neither 
of the fortresses have since been occupied. 

This county was chiefly settled by emigrants from Vermont, 
and other New England states. Considerable portions of it are 
yet covered with the primeval forests. 

Villages. Elizabethtown is a small village, situated m the 
midst of beautiful and picturesque mountain scenecy. It is the 
county seat Population 350. 

Keeseville, lying upon both sides of the Au Sable river, and 
being partly in th£ county and partly in Clinton, is a large and 
flourishing manuracturing village. Iron, and woollen and cotton 
goods, are largely manufactured here. It has also flouring mills, 
saw mills, a brewery, machine shop, tannery, ifec The falls of 
the Au Sable give it a fine water power. Here is an incorpo- 
rated academy. Population 2300. 

Westport is a thriving village on the lake. It has a flourish- 
ing incorporated academy. Population 700, 

Ticondsroga, about two miles from the old fort of that aame, 
is weU situated for manufactures, having avaluable and exten- 
sive water power, very uniform in its supply, and being advan- 
tageously situated for commerce. Population 700. 

EaS'X is a thriving village and has some commerce. Popu- 
lation 700. 

WiiUborougk, in tbe town ol' the same name. Au Sable 
Forks and Jayville, in the town of Jay, are growing and impor- 
tant villages. 
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ilea,5S3, PopiilEtlion, 31,957, 




1. Catskiil, 1788. 

2. Coxsackie, nSS, 

3. Durham, 1790. 

4. Windham, 1798. 

5. Cairo, 1803. 

6. Greenrille, 1803. 
Maunlains. i. Catskill. u. Pine, 
Rivc-s. AA. Schoharie kill. C. 

Kaaterakifl. g. EataviakiU. 
FalU. On the Kaaters kill east branch, three falls. 
Villages. Catskiu.. Coxsackie. Athene. New Baltimore. 

EooMDAMES. North by Sclioharie and Albany ; East by Hud- 
son river; South by Ulster; West by Delaware and Schoharie 



7. Athens, 1805. 

8. New Baltimore, 16 
9 Hunter, 1813. 

10. Lexington, 1813. 

11. Pratlsville, 1833. 



Hudson, a. CatskLU Creek, d. 



SoRFiCB. The county of Greene has a very hilly and moun- 
tainous surface. The Catekill mounlaine running centrally 
through the county, divide it into two sections, of which the 
eastern and northern is the most arable. 
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The eastern Tronta of the mountains are precipitous, while 
upon the west their declivities are more gentle. The Pine 
mountain, or Kaatabergs, ibim the anuthwesterii boundary. 
The principal peaks of Ijie Catskill mountaics are Round Top 
and High Peak, which have elevations from 3000 to 3800 feet 
above tide water. 

RivBBB. The principal streams are Catskill creek, Kaatere- 
kill, Schoharie kiU, and Batavia lull. The Hudson forms its 
eastern boundary. 

Climate. This county has much diversity of climate. The 
peaks of the mountains are covered with snow nearly a month 
later than the valleys, and the summer is shorter, but when 
vegetation commences, it is more rapid than near the Hudson. 

Geology and Mineralogy. The transition and red sand- 
stone formations prevail in this county. The predomin^t rocks 
of the Catskill division are conglomerates, red and gray shales, 
slates, slaty and coarse grits ; greenish gray and chocolate col- 
ored gray sandstone, known as the Catskill or North river flag 
stone, is abundant. The Helderberg range, consisting of water 
and common limestone and pyritous slate, predominates in the 
north portion of the county. The Hudson river group, compo- 
sed of slate, shales, shalyand thick bedded grits occupies the 
eastern and southeastern part. 

Copper, lead. zinc, iron and cool, have been fliurid In smaU quanlilies. Calca- 
reous spat and quotK cryslaJs oJ™ occur. 

Vegetable Prodootions. The mountains are sterile — the 
uplands produce excellent grass, wliile the valleys are rich, 
yielding good crops of grain. The timber consists of oak, hick- 
ory, cherry, soft and sugar maple, and oh the hills beech, birch, 
and in some places, spruce and hemlock. In the mountainous 
districts the trees are of great size. 

PuRsciTS, Agi'iculfure is the principal pursuit of the inhab- 
itants. Comparatively little grain is raised. The product* of 
the dairy are large. Many of the farmers are turning their at- 
tention lo wool growing, for which the county is well adapted. 

Manufacturee. Leather ismanuf^tured to agreater amovmt 
than in any other county in the state. The other manulaclures 
are flour, lumber, paper, fulled cloths, &c. 

Comnierce. Catskill, Athens, Coxsackie and New Baltimore, 
are largely engaged in the coasting trade. 

The Staple pBonucTioNa of the county are butter, oats, corn 
and buckwheat. 

Schools. There were in this county, in 1846, 170 common 
schools, giving instruction to 9071 Children, an average period 
of eight months each, at an expense for tuition of §13,147. The 
district libraries contained 19,713 volumes. 
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Religious DENOMiNiTioNS. Methodists, Presbyterian a, Bap- 
tists, Dutch Reformed, Episcopahans, Friends, Roman Catho- 
lics, Lutlierans, and Unitarians. There are in the county, sixty- 
four churches, and sixty-four clergymen. 

History. Greene county was settled in the latter part of the 
seventeenth century, by the Dutch.. Cairo smd Coxsackie were 
the principal settleiaenis. Shortly before and after the revolu- 
tion, many families removed irom New England into the county, 
and a majority of the present inhabitants claim a puritan de- 
It is a matter of regret that so little effort has been made to 
investigate the early history ofa county, undoubtedly possessing 
so much historic interest. 

The Hardenburgh patent comprises most of the towns of 
Windham and Lexington. 

Athens was laid out in part, in 1790, by Edward Brookholst 
Livingston, and E. C. Goodrich. 

Villages. Catskill village, in the town of the same name, 
was incorporated in 1806. It is Uie seat of justice of the county, 
situated on ihe left bank of the Catsldll creek, nearly one mile 
irom the Hudson, and is principally built upon a single street, 
about half a mile in extent. 

It is a port for steamboats and sloops, the creek being naviga- 
ble from a short distance above the village, to the Hudson, 
opening a direct communication with the city of New York. 

This village is sustained by a wealthy farming community in 
its own, and adjoining counties; also by a considerable manu- 
facturing interest. 

In the business season of the year. Main street, and the 
wharves indicate great activity in trade and commerce. 

The prospect of the Hudson from this village is obscured by a 
high bluff running parallel with the river, yet this bluff affords 
desiretble sites for residences, some of which Eire occupied and 
highly improved. 

The location of this village is important, being the terminus 
ofa number of stage routes, some of which communicate with 
the valley of the Susquehanna. Its public buildings are neat, 
and its general appearance that of industry. It has an academy, 
and a select school for young ladies. Population 3000. 

Acheni, in tlie town of the same name, pleasantly situaled 
opposite the city of Hudson, weis incorporated in 1805,— it is ex- 
tensively engaged in manufactures, especially of brick and lime. 
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A considerable number of sloops are owned here, ■whicli ply to 
and from New York. A eteam ferry connects it with the city 
of Hudson. Population 1500. 

Coxaackie Laii^ing, in the town of Coxsaclde, is a thriving 
village, engaged in the coasting trade, and in the manufacture 
of brick. It has an academy of some Dote. Population 1500. 

Prattsvilte, lying on the Schoharie kill, manufactures more 
leather than any town in the United States, It received its 
name from Hon. Zadoc Pratt, who established extensive tan- 
neries here. The village is aisoengaged in other manufactures. 
Population 120O. 

The "Mountain House," so widely celebrated as a summer 
resort for travellers, is within the limits of tiie town of Hunter. 
It is situated on the Pine Orchard, a peak of the Catskill 
mountains, twelve miles from the village of Catskill, and at an 
elevation of 2213 feet above the Hudson. 

The prospect fr OKI this point is one of the most extensive and 
beautiful in the world. The majestic Hudson, with its green 
islets, its numerous sails, its cities, villages, and highly culti- 
vated (Hrms, is visible, on a clear day, for sixty miles in extent, 
while in the distance, the dim outlines of the Taghkanic moun- 
tains bound the horizon. 

About two miles west of the " Mountain House" are the 
Kaaters kill Falls, upon a stream issuing from two lakes in the 
rear of the hotel The waters leap over a perpendicular bar- 
rier, 175 feet, and pausing momentarily upon a rocky ledge, 
plunge down eighty-five feet more, and are hid from the view, 
in the dark ravine through which tliey seek the valley of the 
Catskill. 

The scenery around, the deep green forests, the rugged cliffs, 
covered with ivy and summer foliage, and the extended pros- 
pect, add to the sublimity of the waterfall, and render this one 
of the most picturesque and magnificent scenes in nature. 

New Baltimore, Cairo and Coxsackie are villages of some 
importance, in the towns of the same names. 
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1. Batavia, 1808. 8. Elba, 1830. 

S. Alexander, 1812. 6. Stafibrd, 1820. 

3. Bethany, 1813. 10. Alabama, 1826. 

4. LeRoy, 1812. II. Darien, l-i3a. 

5. Pembroke, ISla. 12, Oalifield, 18J2. 

6. Bergen, 1813. 13, Tavilion, IS43. 
^. Byron, 1820. 

Creehs. h. Black creek, c. Allen's d. Oak Orchanl. r. Tonawandn. 
Falls on Allen's Creek in Le Roy. 
Villuges, Batavia. Le Roy. 

Boundaries. North by Orleans and Monroe; East by Mon- 
roe and LivingBton; South by Wyoming; West by Erie and 
Niagara. 

Surface. The surface of tliia county may be considered aa a 
table land, Inciined toward the north, and divided into two seC' 
tione. The first embraces the northern portion, from live to 
eight miles in breadth, and includes the Tonawanda swamp. 
Separated from this by a rocky ridge, the second gradually rises 
to the southern boondary of the county. 

Rivers. The general direction of its streams is north-east 
and north-west, of which Tonawanda, Alien's, (so called after 
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Indian Allen who had his residence in this neighborhood,) Oak 
Orchard, Black and Murder Creeks, are the principal. 

RiiLBOADs. The Tonawanda railroad, entering the county 
in the town of Bergen, has a southward course through Bata- 
via, to Attica. The Batavia and Rochester connects this with 
the eastern lines. 

CuMATB. Mild, temperate and equable. At the early set- 
tlement of the county, intermittent and remittent fevers prevail- 
ed, but they are now very rare. 

Geoloov and MiNEHALOOY. The whole county is comprised 
in the transition formation. Its principal rocks are the different 
VEirieties of limestone, sandstone and caleiferous and marly 

Soil and Vegetable Productions. The eoil is chiefly a 
aandy or gravelly loam, highly productive in grass, summer 
crops, and especiaVy in wheat. The timber of the county is 
oak, elm, beach, maple, birch, &c. The maple is very abun- 
dant, yielding large quantities o." sugar. 

PoBsuiTs. The inhabitants are principally employed in (zgT^- 
culture. Wheat is estensively raised. 

Manufactures. Flour, lumber, leather, woollen cloths, and 
potash, are the principal articles of manufacture. 

ComtneTVe. The railroads furnish the principal means of 
tremsportation within the county. 

Staples. Wheat, potatoes, oats, wool, corn and butter. 

Schools. The county, in 1846, contained 166 district schools, 
.which were in session an average period of nine months each, 
and were attended by 9,316 scholars. ^12,506 was paid to 
teachers, and the Ubraries contained 19,458 volumes. 

There vrete also aevenlsen priiale echools, allfnded by 431 pupQs; three 
Bcadeniiee, and Iwo female seminaiies, with SCO EludealB. 

Reugiods DENOHtNiTioNB. Mcthodists, Baptists. Presbyte- 
rians, Congregationaiists, Episcopalians, Universalists, Unita- 
rians and Friends. The total mmiher of churches is fifty; of 
clergymen, sixty-seven. 

HisTOfiV. Nearly the whole of this county lies within the 
Holland Land Company's purchase, trom whom the present 
inhabitants hold their titles. Some small tracts in the sovithern 
part of the county, still belong to the successors of that eom- 

A tract of 87,000 acres, comprising the towns of Sweden and 
ClarkBOii, in Monroe county^, and part of Bergenand Le Roy, in 
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this coanty, and Iciowii as the Triangle tract, \vb,s sold bj' Rob- 
ert Morris, to Messrs. Le Roy, Bayard and McEvere. 

The first settlement ia the county was atBatavia, about the 
commencement of the present century. The Holland Land 
Company erected their land office here in 1801. In October, 
1804, the settlement contained from twenty to thirty houses, 
moaUy built of logs. "It was at tiiat time very sickly. The fer- 
tility of its soil Euid its adaptation to the culture of gram, caused 
a rapid immigration, and it was organized as a county, in 1802. 
It then comprised, however, the present counties of Allegany, 
Chautauque, Niagara, Erie, Cattaraugus, Orleans, Wyoming, 
and the western portions of Monroe and Livingston. 

Vii.iJ.OES. Batavia village, the county seat, was incorpo- 
rated in 1823. It is laid out in a. plat, two miles square, and has 
over 300 buildings, a iemale seminary, the oflice of the HoUand 
Land Companyj and a number of manufactories. 

Ue Roy, in the town of Le Roy, is a thriving village, situated 
on AEen's Creek, and incorporated in 1834. The village lots 
are spacious, and thedwelUngsaregenerallybuilt of stone, pre- 
senting a very neat appearance. The rapid growth of this vil- 
lage is due to the hydraulic power of the creek, which has three 
considerable falls. 

The first fall at the village, is eighteen feet, the second about 
a mile below, twenty-seven feet, and the third within two miles, 
eigh^ teeti affording great facilities for manufacturing purposes. 
A number of sites are occupied by flour, oil, and other mills. 

It is a remarkable fact that much of the water of this creek 
disappears before it reaches the highest fall, which is supposed 
to supply the Caledonia spring in the adjoining town, in Livings- 
ton county. It has about 2000 inhabit-ants. Here is a flourish- 
ing female Fcminary. 

Alexander i& a village of some importance, in the town of the 
same name. It has an incorporated classical school, Popula- 
tion, 500. 
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ire miles, 2,717. Populatton, 62,354, 

S, S3,645,2( 




1. Lisbon, 1801. 

3. Oswegatchie, 1802. 

3. Madrid, 1803. 

4. l/laaaenn, 1803. 

5. Hopkinton, 1805. 

6. Brasher, 1805. 
■J. Canton, 1805. 

8. Ruasel, 1805. 

9. DeKalb,1806, 

10. Potsdam, 1306. 

11. Stockholm, 1806. 
la. Gouverneur, 1810. 

13. Louisville, 1810. 

14. Rosste, 181S. 



15. Pamhville, 1814. 
IS. Pierrepont, 1814. 
n. Fowler, 181S. 
IB. Morristown, 1821. 

19. Norfolk, 1822, 

20, DePeyatar, 18aS. 
ai. Edwards, 1827. 
23. Hammond, 1827. 
23. Lawrence, 1828. 
94. Hermon, 1830. 
25. Pitcaicn, 1837. 
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Movnlaim. PP. Highlands of St. Lawrence county. 
Mivers. I. St. Lawrenw. a. Oswegatchia. b, Indian, o. Graase. 

d. Racket, e. St. Regis, f. Deer. g. East bianch Oswegntchie, 

li. West branch Oawegatchie. 
Laltes. k. Blaclt, 
Falh. On tlie St. Regia, in Brasher, Hopltinton and Parisliville, 

On the Racket, at Potsdam, Colton and St. Regia, On the Grasse, 

.at Canton and Pierrepont. On the Oawegiiiehie, at Canton and 

Kossie. 
Forti. Ogdensburgh. 
Battle Fields. Ogdenebvirgh. 
Villagei. Camton. Ogdensburgh. Rosaie. Brasher'a falls. Pota- 

dam, Gouverneur, 'Vyaddjiigton. Massena. Norfolk. 

BooHDABiBS. North by the river St. Lawrence; Eaef by 
Franklin coontj ; South by Haiailton Md Herkimer ; and West 
by Lewis and Jefferson counties, and the St. Lawrence river. 

Surface. Tiie sur&ce of this county is agreeably diversified. 
Along the bank of the St, Lawrence river, for a distance of 
seventy-five miles in lengtli, and from thirty to forty in breadth, 
the county conaiBta of gentle swells, broad valleys, or extensive 
plains. Farther eouth it rises into hiUa, and finally assumes 
a mountainous character, io the southeast, where are situated 
the Highlands of the St. Lawrence. 

Rivers, The priiMiipal streams of the county besides the St 
Lawrence, are the St. Regis, Backet, Grasse, Indian, Oswe- 
gatchie and Deer rivers, which by their long and circuitous 
courses and numef ous tributaries, abundantly water it. A nat- 
ural canal, six miles long, connects the Oawegatchie and Grasse 
rivers, in the town of Canton. 

Falls. Most of these streams have numerous falls or rapids, 
fbraishiog a large amount of water power. 

Lakes. Black Lake is the only one of importance. There 
are many extensive marshes. 

Climate. The climate is lees variable than in most countjea 
of the Elate, The air is clear, and the seasons uniform, compen- 
sating for the severe cold of winter, and contributing to the 
health of its inhabitants. 

Geology and Minerals. That portion of the county lying 
along the St. Lawrence, for a width often or fifleen miles, be- 
longs to the tertiary, or rather thealluvialformatjon, consisting 
of clay and gravel; this is succeeded, at a distance of fifteen or 
twenty miles from the river, by a belt of Potsdam sandstone, 
running nearly parallel to the St. Lawrence, and varying in 
widthfrom five to fen miles; the remainder of the county be- 
longs wholly to the primary formation, and consists of hypera- 
thene, gneiss, granite and primitive limestone, 
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inanufficiured. The tungnetlc and bog lion oiea are also quiie abundsnc Gm- 
pbiie ot black lead ia found in sei^a] lotaliiiea. Lead exMs in vast quantities in 
the neighborhood of EoEBie. Zino-and copper Dccut ftequenUy. MaiWe, ser- 
pentine, and oUiei tanas of catbonate of Ibiie nre deposiied In various parte of 
the county; steatite or BOapslone is plentiful. The other ptinetpal minerals are 
phosphate of lltne, sulphate of baryres, quartz crystals, Brucite, talc, pyroxene, 
hornblende, asbestue, feldapar, albite, LabiBdorile, mica, spinel, tountmhne. zircon, 
Babingtonite atid spbene. 

Soil, AND VeoBtablb Proddctionb. The greater portion of 
the land ia of excellent quality. Tlie soE consists of a dark veg- 
etable mould, otlen underlaid With lime and marl, and is verjf 
productive of grSBsea, grains, dtc. Much of the county is yet 
covered with dense foreete of oak, beech, maple, baeewood, but- 
ternut, ash, elm, hemlock, white and Norway pine. In the 
marahea white cedar, tamarack and black ash, are the principal 
trees. From the maple, large quantities of sugar are manufac- 

PuBsniTS. The people are chiefly engaged in agriculture. 
Great numbers of cattle are reared, and much attention paid to 
the products of the dairy. They are becoming interested m 
■mamtfactures, which at present are moady limited to flour 
lumber, fulled cloths, potash and lealher 

Commerce. The commerce ol the oounty is iiiLrea^Ing in 
value and importance. Ogdensburgh is the prmcipai port 
The shipping of the Oswegatchje diotrict amounted in ISd"! to 
about 1500 tons. 

Staple Productions. Butter chee=(e potatoes, oats, corn 
peas, wheat, sugar, wool, potash and lumber 

Schools. There were 402 common schools in the i,ountj m 
1846. taught an average period of seven months each, and 
attended by 23,363 children. The teachers were paid $22,023. 
The libraries contained 33,191 volumes. 

The number of aelecl sohools was iweniy-ihree, wlUi 303 aciiolats; of acacJe- 
mies, fbur, ivith 346 studenis. 

RBLtaious Denomination 3. Preabyterians, Methodises, Con- 
gregationaliats, Baptists, EpiscopaUaos, Universalisis and Ro- 
man Catholics. Total number of churches, seveoty-five ; of 
clergymen, 135, 

History. The French erected a fort at Oswegatchie, in this 
coimty before 1740, which they named Fort Presenlalion. 
This fort was captured by General Amherst, in 1760. 

The first permanent settlement in the county seems to have 
been made in 1796, by Judge Nathan Ford, at Oswegatehie, 
At that time the Oswegatchie Indians had a village near his 
settlement, and attempted several times to drive him away, but 
without succesK. The next settlement was made at Canton, by 
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Mr. StiUman Foot, in 1709. These were soon succeeded by 
others, moetl? from New England, and a line of settlementa 
was speedily formed along the river. Much of the land in the 
county is held hy the M< sera. Van Rensselaer, Gouverneur 
Morris and other wealthy capitalists. 

During- the late war with Great Britain, some interesting in- 
cidents occurred in this county. On the second of October, 
1812, the British, in retaliation for the destruction of a large 
quantity of their stores at Qananoque, Canada.by Captain For- 
syth, commenced a heavy CEinnonade upon Ogdensburgh, from 
their batteries at Prescott, a Canadian village, on the opposite 
bank of the St. Lawrence. They continued the cannonade for 
two days, and on Sunday, the fourth of October, attempted to 
storm the town. 

For this purpose, about 1000 men were embarked in forty 
boats ; aa they approached the American shore. General Brown 
ordered his troops to Are upon them. They did so, and for two 
hours the British attempted to land, but the galling Are of the 
Americans was too severe to be endured, and at length they 
were compelled to retreat to Prescott, with the loss of three 
boats and a number of men. The American force engaged in 
thia contest, was only about 4O0 men. 

Onlhetwenty-firetofFebruary, 1813, theBritish again attack- 
ed Ogdensburgh with a large force, and, though encountering the 
most determined reBistance, succeeded in driving out the Amer- 
ican troops, and capturing the village. 

Twos(jiooners,two gunboats and the soldiers' barracks were 
destroyed, and the enemy returned to Canada. The army of 
General Wilkinson embarked for the campaign of (he aatuma 
of 1813, from Morristown, m this county. Since the war, the 
increase ofpopulationinthis county has been exceedingly rapid. 
Its population has nearly quadrupled in twenty-five years; and 
irom its extraordinary facilities for memufactures, mining and 
agriculture, its future growth must necessarily be rapid. 

In 1838, this county and the Canada shore opposite, was the 
scene of some of the exploits of the Canada Patriots, (so called.) 
The battle of Prescott was fought at Windmill Point, nearly 
opposite Ogdensburgh, and several of the citizens of New York, 
who had aided " the Patriots," were taken prisoners and execu- 
ted, and others banished to VanDieman's Land. 

ANTiauiTiES. la the fownof Gouverneur,ia an ancient Indian 
fortification, consisting of an embankment, enclosing three acres, 
and containing some remains of rude sculpture. 

Villages. Canton village is the county seat. It is situated 
on GrassB river, and contains besides the county buildings, an 
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academy, and some manufactories. A fine wooden bridge, with 
three piers, croeses the river here. Population. 1300. 

Ogdensburgh, in the town of Oswegatohie, and at the mouth 
of Oswegatchie I'iver, was incorporated in 1817. It is a flour- 
ishing village of about 4000 inhabilants. It has an academy in 
a very prosperous condition. It is at the foot of sloop naviga- 
tion on the St. Lawrence, and is the terminus of the proposed 
Ogdensburgh and Piattsburgh railroad. 

Polsdam, incorporated in 1831, is the seat of the St, Law- 
rence academy, a chartered institution, with two large stone 
edifices, each four stories high. It has also several manufacto- 
ries. Population, 1200. 

Bosaie is celebrated for ils valuable and inexhaustible lead 
mines. Population, 800. 

Brasktrr's Falls, on the rapids of Deer river, is finely situated 
for manufacturing purposes. 

Waddington is a manufacturing village in the town of Madrid. 
It was incorporated in 1839, and is rapidly increasing in popu- 
latioa A bridge connects it with Ogden's island, in the St. 
Lawrence. Population, 600. 

Gouvemeur is the coldest place in the state. Here is located 
the Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary, Population, 600. 
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i, 1845,55,674,034. 



1 Ovjd ns9. 

i Romulua, 1789. 

3 Fayette, 1800, 

4 Junius, 1803. 

Covert, ISn. 

7 Seneca Falls, 1829. 

R Tyre 1829. 

1 Waterloo, 1629. 
.J Van ck, 1830, 



Rten. 



Clyde, k. 

Lahts BB. Seneca. DD. 

Cajuea. 
Falls. Seneca. 

Villa%tS. WiTEBLOO. 

Ovid. Seneca Falls. 

Boumdahies. North 
by Wayne county ; East 
by Cayuga county and 
Cayuga Lake ; South by 
Tofnpkins county ; and 
West by Seneca Lake 
and Ontai'io county. 
Surface. Thesurface 
""ofthiB county rises from 
the lakes, which bound 
it on e her s de to an alt (ude of 1200 or 1300 feet above tide 
water, and presents a pleasing diversity of beautiful valleys and 
hills. 

RiVBBS. The Seneca outlet is the principal stream, connect- 
ing Seneca and Cayuga lakes. The Clyde crosses its north- 

pALLS. The Seneca outlet has a descent of forty seven feet, 
at the village of Seneca Falls. 
Lakes. The lakes are Seneca and Cayuga, 
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Canals. The Erie canal passes through the town oi' Tyre, 
in the northnsast corner of this county, and the Cayuga and 
Seneca canal crosses the county, through the towns of Seneca 
and Waterloo, connecting thewatere of the Seneca and Cayaga 
Laltea, and the Erie canal, at Montezuma. 

Railkoads. The Auburn and Rochester railroail passes 
through this county, most of the distance running parallel with 
Seneca outlet and cami!. 

Climate. Mild and temperate. The situation of the county 
between two considerable bodies of water, prevents the long 
continuance of snow in winter, Eind essentially modifies the 
chmate. It is considered healthy. 

Geoloot and Mjnbhals. TherocliS of the nortliern section 
of this county, belong to the Onondaga salt group ; those of the 
central, to the Helderberg limestones; imd the southern to the 
Ludlowville shales of the Erie group, 

iarge^ exptyiu^. Vaiiegated maibCa cccura near Beueca hike- Pelfoleiuii or 
Seneca OH ia found flontiag on the Seneca hke, and en siirings neai ii. A pool 
twent}' feet In diameler, near Cayuga, coustantly gives 6f£ nitrogen gae in large 
quantfiieB. 

Soil and Vegbtaele Pmoductions. The soil is mostly a 
calcareous loam and mould of excellent quality, and well 
adapted to wheat and grass. Fruit is cultivated to a consider- 
able extent, and attains great perfection, Oak, maple, beech, 
elm, butternut, and in the highlands, pine and hemlodf, ai'e the 
principal forest trees, 

Pdhsuits. The people are largely engaged in the culture of 
wheat and grass, and the rearing of cattle. 

Manufactures are increasing. The principal articles are 
flour, cotton and woollen goods, distilled liquors, d 1 tl 

Commerce. The county has considerable comm b thby 
way of the Seneca and Cayuga lakes, and by the E 1 

Gypsura and agricultural products are largely exp t d 

Staple PRonucnows. Wheat, oats, corn, hop pi t f 
Paris, wool and butter. _ 

Schools. In 1846, there were 110 comnion sch it It 
on an average, nine months each, and attended by 8065 1 1 
dren. The teachers' wages amounted to $13,033 d th d 
trict libraries to 14,956 volumes, 

There were also twenty-two select schools, with 398 scholars * 

emies, wilh 948 atudenls. 

Rbugioos Dbnomisations. Methodists, Presbyt B p- 

tists, Dutch Reformed, Episcopalians, Friends, d R m 
CathoUcs, The whole number of churches ia th ty-e ght f 
clergymen, fortj'-sis. 
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HoTOBV. The firat settlers in Seneca county were Meesre. 
Horatio Jones and Lawrence Van Clief, who located lliem- 
selves at Seneca Falls, in 1784 or 1785. Mr. James Bennet 
settled at West Cayuga, in 1787. Colonel Mynderee, who es- 
tablished himself in Seneca Ij'alls in 1795, founded the viQage of 
that name in 1816. 

The county belonged to the Military Tract, granted tp the sol- 
diers of the Btate, by the legislature, and the land titles are de- 
rived from them. The Indian title to these lands was not ex- 
tinguished till 1789. Its growth has been rapid since its first 
Bet Clement. 

Villages. Waterloo village, in the town of Waterloo, is a 
half shire town, lying on the north side of the Seneca outlet, and 
incorporated in 1824. Itisaveryflouriehingmanufactuving vil- 
lage, containing, besides the cotmty buildings, a number of 
churches and a chartered academy, occupying a fine building, 
and amply provided with apparatus for the illustration of the 
natural sciences. Large quantities of limestone are quarried 
in the vicinity. The Cayuga and Seneca- canal, and the Au- 
burn and Rochester railroad, both pass throiagh the village. 
Population 3300. 

Ovm, ahalfehirevillage, was incorporated in 1816. Itissit- 
uatedon elevated ground, about midway between the Jakes, and 
commands a fine and widely extended prospect. It has a char- 
tered academy. Population 700. 

Seneca Falls weis incorporated in 1S31, and, like Waterloo, 
is situated on the Seneca outlet, the canai and railroad. It de- 
rives an abundant hydraulic power from the Seneca outlet, the 
water of which is constant and steady, and is applied exten- 
sively to manuSicturing purposes, by means of four dams hav- 
ing a total fall of forty-seven feet A flourishii^ academy ia 
located at this village. Population 3000. 
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1. Lejden, 1797. 
S. Lowville, ISOO. 
3. Turin, ISOO. 



4 Hamsburg, 1803 

5 Mai tmsjiurgh, 1&03. 

6 Denmark, 1807 
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7. Pinekney, 1b08. H. West Turin, 1830. 

B. Watson, 1831 12, Croghan, 1843. 

9. Greig, 1833. 13. Osceola, 1343. 

10. Diana, 1830. 

Sivers. a. Black, b. Beavev. c. Moose, e, IndepenJon 
f. Deer, g, Ottev. i. Fish. j. Salmon, k. Indian, 
branch of Oswegatchie. 
Lakes, o. Fish, 

Foils. Falls on the Black river, at Deninarit and Gi'eie;. 
yUtages. Martinsbdhg. Lowville. Copenhagen. 



BouNDiBiES. North by Jefferson and St. Lawrence ci 
Bast by Herkimer; South by Oneida, and West by Oswego 
and Jefferson counties. 

Sdrface. The county ie divided by the Black river into two 
nearly equal sections. The eaaterii ascends somewhat rapidly, 
from the river, to the mountainous region on its eastern line. 
The western is rolling andfrequeatlyhilly,risingfrom the Black 
river, for six or eight miles, and then inclining to the south and 
west. Broad alluvial flats are found along the Black river. 

Rivers. Black and Beaver rivets, Independence, Moose, 
Deer, Otter, Ffah, Salmon, and Indian creeks, and the west 
branch of the Oswegatchie, are the principal streams. 

Falls. Black river has a fall of sixty-three feet, in the town 
of Leyden, and Deer creek of 175 feet, in the town of Denmark. 

Canal. The Blackriver canal, when finished, will unite with 
Black river just below the high falls at Leyden. 

Climate. The climate of Lewis county is cold, but healtliy. 
The winters are long, but the uniformity of the temperature 
renders tliem leas unpleasant, than would be expected. 

Geology and Minerals, The country east of the Black 
river 18 primitive in its character. The rock underlying this 
portion of the county, aiid irequently appearing on the surface, 
ia granite. West of the river, the whole county is underlaid 
with a fine compact limestone, which appears every where, 
on the borders of the streams. The Utica slate alao occupies 
a narrow belt in the western pai't of the county. 

Jton ore is very abundanl end of a superiot quaKty ; tead ore, (galtna,) also 
occurs In cODBlderable qHanClUes, The athar minerals worlli; of notice ere. aul- 
phurei of zinc, (ilenfle.) very beautiflil qoaila erysialB, scapollte, tabular spar, 
green oocoKle. feldspar, spbenS, cryeMIUzed pytilas. calcareoua and fluor spar, 
manganeao. and Rcnaselaelite. Probably few coanliea in the alole are richer In 

Soil and Vegetable PHOnucTiONS. The soil is various, 
compoeed of a fertile alluvium, or a gravelly, sandy, and clayey 
loam. It is suaceptible of a profitable cultivation, and furniahes 
fine grazing. The timber is principally pine, spruce, hemlock. 
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beech, maple, elm, ash, wilh eome white oak and walnut. The 
eastern section still has exteneiTe forests. From the map5e. 
are manufactured considerable quantities oF sugar. 

PcRSDiTS. AgricuUm-e is the chief employment of the inhab- 
itants; the products of the dairy are large. 

Manufactures. The county has abundant water power, but 
aa yet it is but little improved. Flour, lumber, leather, and 
fulled cloths, are the chief articles of manufacture. 

Ccfnimerce. There is little or no commerce ; the completion 
of the Black River canal will aid materially in bringing the pro- 
duce of their rich and fertile lands to market. 

The Staples of the county are butter and cheese, wool, po- 
tatoes, oats, and wheat Considerable quantities of barley, 
buckwheat, flax, hops, eind sogar, are also produced. 

Schools. The district school-houses in. the county, in 1846, 
were 150 in number, in which were instructed 6139 pupils- 
The average length of the schools was seven months. The 
teachers wages, 356196 ; tlie number of volumes in the district 
libraries, 11,886. There were six private schools with eighty- 
three scholars, and one aceidemy with sixty-two pupils. 

Religious Dbnom [nations. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Congregationalists, Universalists, Roman Catholics, 
Episcopalians, and Friends. The total number of churches is 
thirty-seven, of clergymen, forty-four. 

History. The whole of this county was originally owned 
by Alexander Macomb. The western part was afterward 
sold to a company of capitalists in New York city, wai the east- 
ern to a French company at Paris, The first settlers were 
pioneers from Connecticut and Massachusetts, who made their 
way, in 1797, from Utica and Fort Stanwis, (now Rome,), at 
that time small settlements, by a line of marked trees, to the 
Ms of Black river, and from thence to tJie town of Lowville, 
where they established themaelMs. Their families followed, 
the succeeding winter, through snow so deep as to make it 
necessary to break paths for the cattle and teams, while moth- 
era, shod with snow-shoes, bore their intknts in their arms. 
For some time after, the farmers were obliged to go forty milea 
to mill, carrying their grain upon their shoulders. 

Villages. Martinsbuhg, in the town of the same name, con- 
tains the county bvuldiags, a female seminary, and a number of 
factories. Population 800. 

LoinvUle is a viDage of some business in the town of Low- 
ville. It has an incorporated eicademy. Population 800. 

Copenhagen, in the town of Denmark, is situated on both 
sides of Deer river. It is a flourishing village, and engaged in 
manufactures. Population about 500. 
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ElUsbuigh, 1197. 


5. Wilna, 1800. 


Champion, ISCIO. 


6. Adams, ISOS. 


Hound3field, 1800. 


7. Brownville, 1802 


Watertown, 1800, 


8. ButlaiiJ, 1803, 
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9. Lorraine, 1S04. 15. Pamelia, 1819. 

10. Rodman, 1804. l(j. AlexandriB. 1821. 

11. Lb Ray, 180S. 17. Orleans, 1821, 

13. Henderson, 1806. 18. Philadelphia, 1821. 

13. Antwerp, 1816. 19, Clayton, 1832. 

14 Lyme 1817 20 Theresa 184" 

JRivers attd Oieeks I "51 Lawrence Ever a Blick R er b 
Ind an Eiver d CI aumo t Creek e Perch f Stone g 

Lakes Sf J ta o Percl ] \ellow U Hung Bd 1 

Black River n Chaumont B y 
Ma ds n Gallop Island o 'i one} p G e i r i T x 

Carlton s Gr ndatone t Wellf 
Falls On the Ind an r ver ti e Bla I t CI a qi n 

Rutland andWatertoKo Long Falls W ina 
Ibrts Sacl etts Harbor 
T-tU ges Watertovn Sacketts H bo Br vnv He L nel a 

Carthage. 

BoDNDAHJRS, North by tlie St, Lawrence River, and St. 
Lawrence county ; East hy Lewie county ; South by Oswego 
county, and West by Lake Ontario. 

Suw'iCE. The surface of Jefferson county may be divided 
into two terraces, the broader of which is on the northwest. 
The Ridge Road, extending from the Niagara river, at a dis- 
tance of from sis to ten miles from the lake, and undoubtedly 
indicating the wicient limits of Lalte Ontario, is here about IMI 
feet in height. The surface between this and the lake is level 
or gently undulating. From this ridge the county has a gentle 
descent toward the southeast, where an elevated ridge crosses 
it, and gives it a broken and hilly appearance. 

RivEES. The chief streams oi the county, besides the St. 
Lawrence, are the Black and Indian rivers, Chaumont, Perch, 
Stoney, and Sandy creeks. 

Falls. There is a series of falls in tlie Black river, com- 
mencing at the Long falls in Carthage. 

Lakes. The cliief lakes are Ontario, Perch, and Yellow, 

Bays. Hungry, Black Eiver, and Chaumont bays are inden- 
tations of greater or less extent, upon the lake coast. 

Islands. Along its western line are situated Gallop, Stoaey, 
Fox, Grenadier, Carlton, Grindstone, and Wells islands. 

Climate, Equable and healthy. The winters are cold, but 
without sudden changes. The summer heats are moderated 
by the lake breezes. 

GBor/DQY AND MINERALS. The primary formation is confined 
to two or three small districts in the county, principally in the 
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north and northeast part. In Alexandria, there ie a small tract 
where tlie primitive rocks are near the surface. They are 
granite, primitive limestone, gneiss, and hornblende. The 
greater part of the county, however, belongs to the transition 
formation. 

The oiaei oFattangement of Uie rocksof this formation, liete, istbe foUomng. be- 
ginning Ht the norUiein pun of Uie county : Potsdam sanitsUiiie, exlendine lo a poini 
a litlle BOUtli of Thereua iiUB ; ealcjforoufi eand rock anfl biifleeye llmeaione, ap- 
pealing as tbr Boutli aa the Black river ; Trenton limestone, extending througb 
HouDdafield, Adams. Watertown, and Eullanfl, and succeeded by a narrow belt of 
llie Uiica slate ; this is fbllowed by the Lorraine ehalee, lying in Hodman. Lor- 
lalne, and FInckney. In the aonUiem line of towns, tlie gray sandstone occurs in 



tine, lerenlte. tremoUte, fluor ^par green maJachito tourmaline, sIrbnLianite, idio- 

Bided tablets, are tiie principal mmerale 

There is a cave in The town of Pamella. nearly opposite Watertown, confaln- 
ing a number of apattinents -md some fine spars. It has been eiplored for 
nearly half a mile. 

Son^ AND Vegbtable Productions The soil is generally a 
fertile sandy loam, with some claj and gravel, acd susceptMe 
of a high degree of cultivation. In the basin on the northwest, 
wheat grows Etbundantly, but the higher lands in the southeast 
are more favorable to grazing. The forests abound with oak, 
maple, beech, birch, walnut, ash, elm, hemlock, pine, tamarack, 
and red and white cedar. The cranberry grows abundantly in 
the swamps, and forms an article of export. 

Pofiaorra. AgricvUwrt is the leading pufsuit of the people. 
Great numbers of cattle and swine are reared for the eael- 
ern market ; the products of the dairy are very large. Pota- 
toes, oats, corn, wheat, rye, barley, and flax are produced in 
great abundance, and the wool-growing interest is not neg- 
lected. The county ranlia among the first for agricultural pro- 
ducts in the slate. 

The manufactieres of the county are extensive and rapidly 
increasing. The principal articles are flour, lumber, iron, 
leather, distilled liquors, potash, and woollen goods. The 
value of'articles manufactured in the county in 1845, was nearly 
^,000,000. 

The com.merce of this county is large and constantly increas- 
ing. About one half of its produce finds its way to a market 
down the St. Lawrence ; the remainder through the Oswego 
and Erie canals, enters the Hudson, or through the Welland 
and Western canals, and the great lakes, is distributed over the 
Mississippi valley. The shipping of this county amounts to 
about 5000 tons. The completion of tlie Black River canal will 
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open a more ready and convenient coaveyaace for the prodwce 
of portions of the county. 

Staple Productions. Butter and cheese, potatoes, oats, 
corn, wheat, woo!, flax, barley, and peas. 

SoHOOLB. There were 368 district schools in the county, in 
1846. The average, length of the echoola was eeven months- 
number of achotars,*22,866— amount of teachers' wages, $34,141 
— aad number of volumes in Che- school libraries, 37,552. 

There are aJm fifly-four prisals schools, with 1089 wholara, and two aeade- 
miflB, wtih 173 pupils. 

Rbugious DBNOMr nations. Methodistfi, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Congregalionalists, Episcopalians, Universal ists, Roman 
Catholics, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, Friends, and Jews. 
There are ninety-two churches, and 1,06 clergymen of all de- 
nominations in the county. 

History. Theflrstsettleraentmadein this county by whites, 
was at Eilisburgh, in 1793, by Mr, Lyman Ellis. The nest was 
at Champion, not long after, by settlers from Connecticut. The 
tMrd was at Watertown, in 1800, by Mr. Henry Coffin, of New 
Hampshire. Inthesucceedingyear, emigrants from New Eng- 
land settled in Adams, Rodman, Brownville, and Houndslield ; 
and the year after in Sacketts Harbor and Rutland. Mounds 
and fortifications of great antiquity, and exhibiting a high de- 
gree of architectural sldll, are scattered over every part of the 
county. 

At the commencement of the late war with Great Britain, 
Sacketts Harbor was selected as the principal naval depot of the 
lake frontier, on account of the excellency of its harbor. 

On the twenty-second and twenty-third of April, 1813, Gleneral 
Dearborn, with a force of 1700 men, embarked from this port, 
to attack York, (now Toronto,) Canada West. Theassault on 
York was auccessiul, though the brave General Pike, by whom 
it was led, lost his life by 3ie explosion of the magazine. But 
the withdrawal of so large a body of troops from Sacketts Har- 
bor, left the important military stores there exposed; and as 
might have been expected, the British forces at Kingston, 
availed themselves of the opportunity, to make a descent upon 
that village. 

On the twenty-eighth of May, 1813, ihey appeared off the 
harbor, with four ships, one brig, two schooners, twogun boats, 
and thirty-three flat bottomed boats, containing in all 1200 
troops. The alarm of their approach had been given, and Gen- 
eral Brown had made every exertion in hjs power to defend the 
harbor. The British suffered themselves to delay, in the at- 
tempt to capture some boats, coming from Oswego with troops, 
and tlius tlie militia from the vicinity had time to assemble ; but 
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not mora than 1000 troops could be collected in ail, of whom 
more than 500 were raw militia, and about 200 more, invalida. 
Gieneral Brown arrangeij the militia behind a breast work, 
hastily thrown up, to oppose tlie landing of tlie enemy. In the 
rear of these he had stationed a part of the regular troops. 
Tiie regular artiilemta occupied Port Tompkins, and Lieuten- 
ant Ohauneey, with a small corps, defended the naval stores at 
Navy Point. 

The British made an effort to land, but were at first repulsed 
with severe loss ; but aiier the second fire, the militia became 
panic struck, and abandoning their bresist work, fled in tlie ut- 
most confusion. Colonel Milts, tiieir commander, was kilted in 
the attempt to rally them. 

Meantime'the enemy effecteda landing, and commenced their 
march towards the village, but met with the most desperate op- 
position. Finding, however, that he was likely to be overpow- 
ered by the superior force of the enemy. General Brown con- 
cei*ted a stratagem which gained him the day, and compelled 
the enemy to retreat. Leaj'ning that the militia, whose flight 
had prevented success in the onset, were stiE in the neighbor- 
hood, he liastened to them, pnt himself at their head, ordered 
them to follow him, and passing silently through a distant wood, 
in the direction of the enemy's boats, induced the British com- 
mander t6 believe that he intended to cut off his retreat. 

Alarmed at this, and believing the American force superior to 
his own, in point of numbers, the British general withdrew his 
forces with the utmost precipitation, leaving his dead and 
wounded behind him. He was. not pursued, because pursuit 
would have exhibited the weakness of the American force. 

While the battle was at its height, intelligence was brought 
to Lieutenant Chauncey, that the Americans were about to sur- 
render, and accordingly he, in compliancy with his orders, set 
fire to the stores and shipping, to prevent their falling into the 
hwids of the enemy. Learning his error, however, he made 
the utmost efibrt to arrest the flames, and succeeded in saving 
a considerable portion. The British loss was severe in this ac- 
tion, three of flieir field officers being killed, and not less than 
150 wounded, killed and prisoners. The American loss weis 
about the same in number, 

Aiier retreating to theiv shipping, the British demanded the 
surrender of the village, which was promptly relused. 

On the liiirtieth of May, 1814, anumber of boats coming from 
Oswegol with cannon and rigging for the new vessels, buildmg 
at Sacketts Harbor, and well manned with sailors, riflemen and 
Indians, were pursued into Henderson harbor, by five British 
gunboats, manneJ with about 300 English marines and sailorB. 
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Captain Woolsey, of the American navy, liad command of the 
American boats, and landing as quictily as poseible, elationed 
a part of his riflemen and Indians in ambuscade on each side of 
the road, and placed a small body of militia in front of the land- 
ing, to contest the passage of the enemy. His stratagem wse 
successful. The British rushed on, and the militia fled before 
them, but the party in ambush poured upon them so deadly 
a fire as to compel them to surrender, vvili the loss of twenty 
killed, Eind forty or fifty wounded. The number of prisoners was 
137. Five gunboats, armed with heavy cannon, were also cap- 
After the war, the extraordinary faoihties aflbrded by the 
county, for sustaining an abundant population, gave it a rapid 
growth, and it is now one of the largest counties in the state. 

Its population quadrupled between 1810 and 1840, and is still 
fast increasing. 

Villages. Watertown, the seat of justice for the county, is 
a large and flourishing manulacturing village, situated at the 
falls of the Black river. 

Perhaps no village in the United States possesses more ex- 
tensive and easily available hydraulic privileges. 

The Black river here has a fall in the space of a mile, of 
eighty-eight feet, over seven artificial dams and five natural 
cascades, each of which can be used for manufacturing purposes. 

The volume of water is estimated at 10,000 cubic feet per 
second— being sufficientto keep in motion more than one million 
of spindles. But a small portion of tliis immense water power, 
is employed; yet the manufactories of cotton and woollen 
goods, flour, leather, paper, machinery, pumps, sash, wagons, 
and carriages are extensive. 

The JeflersoQ County Institute, located here, is a highly 
flourishing and well conducted seminary. It has about ISO 
pupils. There are several other schools of considerable repu- 

The village has also a " Young Men's Associatioo for Lite- 
rary Improvement," which is in a flourishing condition, and has 
accumulated a respectable library. Population 4200. 

Sacketts Harbor, in the town of Houndsfield, is an important 
village, having one of the best liarbors on Lake Ontario. It has 
also some manufeotories, propelled by water power, furnished 
by a canal, extending from ttie Black river, near Watertown, 
to the lake at this place. 

The United States government has erected extensive stone 
barracks here for troops. They occupy a lot of about forty 
acres, surrounded by a ftnoe, on three sides, and the fourth 
open to the water. In the military burial ground, attached to 
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the barracks, is a monument to the brave and lamented Gene- 
rat Pike, atkd others, who fell on the norihern frontier, during the 
late war with Great Britain. 

The government has alao a ship yard, and ehip houeea, in 
one of which is the frame of a ship of the line, commenced 
doring the war of 1812, 

During the war, Sacketts Harbor increased with great rapid- 
ity; but at its close, it experienced a decline, from which, how- 
ever, it has revived, amid the general prosperity of the county. 
Population 2000. 

Brownmlle. in the town of the same name, is a thriving man- 
ufacturing village, situated on the Black river, four miles below 
Watertown. Population 1000. 

Dexter, in the town oi' Brownvillef is a growing and impor- 
tant village. lis harbor has been improved by the United Stales 
government, and it has now considerable commerce and some 
manufactures. Population 1000. 

Adams, in the town of Adams, is situated on both sides of 
Sandy creek, which here afibrds a good water power. It has a 
young ladiee seminary, in a fiourishing condition. Population 
800. 

Carthage, in the town of Wilna, is a village of considerable 
importance. A large quantity of iron is annually manufactured 
here. Population 600. 

In the same town is a natural bridge, twelve feet in width, 
and siK feet above the water, extending over the Indian river. 
There is a small settlement near it. 

Cape FiTicen/p'at theheadofthe St.LawrencCjis alake port 
of some import^ice. 

BdlevilU and ElUsbnrgh, both iti the townofElllRlturgh, are 
thriving villages. 
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Sqiuire Wiles, obDUt 1050, Population, 31,611. 

Orgoniied, 1806. Valuation, 1845, S4,337,7S 




AiigeUoa, 1805. 


5, Friendship, 1815. 


Alfred, 1808. 


e. Centieville, 1819 


Canendea, 1808. 




Oaaiaii, 1808. 


g. Cuba, m?. 
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9. Hume, IS33. 18. Gl-ove, 1837. 

10, Allen, 1823. 19. Rushford, ISSl. 

11, Scio, 1833. 30. Birdaall, 1839. 

12, AndQver, 1824, 31, Amity, 1830. 

13, Belfast, 1824. 23. Genesee, 1830 

14, Almond, 1635, 33. Clarksville, 183S. 

16, Bolivttf, 1835. 24. West Almond, 1835. 
la. New Hudson, ISS.-J. 35. Granger, 1837. 

17. Burns, 1820. 26. Wirt, 1837. 

tlivera. N, Genesee Biver. e. Angelica Creek, i. Black, j. Cold. 

o Canasciaga. p. Little Genesee. 
Villages Angelica.. Friendship. Cuba. Rushfotd. 

BoDNDAHiEE. North by Wyorning and Livingston; East by 
Steuben, South by the state of Pennsylvania, and West by Cat- 
taraugus county. 

Surface Thia coun^ forma a portion of the elevated table 
land which extends through the southern tier of eomitiea, but 
the deep channels, worn in the rocks which underlie the coimty, 
by the Genesee emd other streams, and the long narrow valleys 
thus formed, give its otherwise level surface, a broken appear- 
ance. The height of the table land is from 120O to 2000 feet 
above tide water. It declines grad\ially toward the north. 

RivBna. The principal streama are the Genesee river, An 
gelica,, Black, C<rfd, Canascraga and Little Genesee creeks. 

Cahal, The Genesee valley canal has been commenced, but 
is not yet completed. 

Railroad, Thelineof the New York and Erie Railroad has 
been laid out across its southern portion. 

Climate. The elevation of the surface produces a low tem- 
perature. The winters are long, and the snows heavy. The 
coun^ is generally healthy. 

Geology and Minera-Ls. This county lies wholly within the 
Chemung sandstone formation, tliough the tops of some of the 
highest hills are capped with the old red sandstone, and con- 
glomerate of the Catakil! groups. 

Like the rest of this foimation, itposEessea few mluerE^s of jnleresl. There is, 
however, some bog iron ore sad hydrate of manganese, associated witii oalcn- 
teou9 tufk. At Cuba is a petroleum, o[ Seneca od spring, wh^ch baa amacled 
conaldeialile atcentlon. The shaEes of this vicinity are an bituminous. 

Soil abd VEeBTABLB Pboductionb. Much of the soil of the 
county is fertile, consisting of a clayey and sandy loam; but it is 
generally moist, and better adapted to grass than grain. The 
forests are quite dense, and the timber is of large size, consisting 
of oak, maple, beech, basswood, ash, elm, hemlock, white and 
yellow pine. 
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PcBsuLTS. The people are mainly devoted to Agricultural 
pvirauits, particularly to raiaing cattle and sheep. The product!^ 
of tlie dairy Eire quite larg«. 

Manufactures are principally confined to lumber, "flour, iblled 
clothe, leather, oil and potash. 

Commerce. The county has little commerce. 

Staple Prodcctiohs. Butter, cheese, oats, potatoes, wheat 
and wool. 

ScEOOLS. In 1846, there were in the county, 234 district 
schools, averaging seven months' inelnictJoa each, expending 
for tuition, Jei3,979, and attended by I3,B46 children. The libra- 
ries contained 30,595 volnmes. 

The number of privaM scbools was eight, with 143 EchoUiFs ; of academies 
two. with Bag pupils. 

Rbliqioos DENoMiMATiONa. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, Congregationahsts, Episcopalians and Unitarians. Total 
number of churches sixty, of clergynien, eighty-seven. 

History. Allegany county was taken from Geaesee, April 
eevenlh, 1806. The two western tier of towiis are ;within the 
Holland Land Company's purchase. The interest of that com- 
pany lias been purchased by another, since formed. The rest 
of the county is comprised in the tract constituting the Morris 
estate. 

It was first settled by Philip Church, in 1804, In 1838 a 
remarliable tornado passed over the western section; of a dense 
forest of 400 or 500 acres, scarcely a single tree escaped nnirt- 
jured. The wind for the space of twenty miles left traces of its 
devastation, yet,BtraiigetoteU, though several individuals were 
buried mider the ruins of their houses, none lost their Uves. 

In 1846, the towns of Eagle, Pike, Portage and Nunda, were 
taken Irom this county and added to Wyoming and Livingston 
counties. 

Villages. Angelica, located in the town of the same name, 
is the coun^ seat. It is a pleasant village and has some maq- 
ufactures. Population 1000. 

Cuba is a flourishing village. In this place is a spring, from 
the surface of which is collected the famed Seneca oil, so, much 
used for rheumatism and sprains. It was highly valued by the 
Indiana, and a square mile around the tjiring has been set apart 
for the Senecas. Poptdation 800. 

Friendship is a village of considerable importaDce, on the 
proposed route of the Erie railroad. Population 800. 

RuBkford is a thriving and important village. It is increasing 
in population quite raipidly. Population 1000. 
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Square MffeB, 6B7, Population, 25,808. 

Oi^nized, 13M. Valuotion, 184S, $S,OE 




TViangio, 1831. 



2. Union, 1731. 

3. Lisle, 1801. 

4. Windsor, 1807, 

5. Sandford, isai. 

6. Coleaville, 1321, 
JHounlaitis. e. Oqui^a. f, Binghamton. g. Eandolph. 

Rivers. CC. Chenango River. G. Susquehanna River. Q. Tiough- 

nioga River, a, Nanticoke Creek, h. Olaelic. 
VUiagca. Binghamton. 



Boimded North by Cortland and Chenango; 
East by Delaware; South hy the state of Pennsylvania, and 
Weet by Tjoga county. 

Surface. This county forroK (he eaeteni termination of the 
great table land of the southern tier of counties. Like the other 
portions of thia elevated plain, its surface is much broken by nu- 
merous streams, which have worn deep valleys tJiroug'h the soft 
and perishable sandstones which underlie it. The general ele- 
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ration of tlie surface is from 1400 to X600 feet above tide water, 
and the valleye are depressed from 300 to 400 feet below this 
leveL In tlie eastern parttlie Randolph, Bingiiamton and 
Oquaga mountains rise above the general level. The Susque- 
hanna sweeps around the base of the latter, making a very ex- 
tensive bend. 

Rivers. The Susquehanna, Chenango, Otselic, Tioughnioga 
and west branch of tlie Delaware, arc the principal rivers of the 
county. 

Canal. The Chensingo canal enters the county with the 
Chenango river, and terminates at Binghamton. 

Bailboad. The ruute of theNewYorkand Erie railroadhas 
been laid out through the county. 

CUMATE. The climate is salubrious, but from the great ele- 
vation of the county, Decesearily cool. Large bodies of enow 
fall duriDg the winter,- and continue late in the spring. 

Geology and Minerals. The eastern and southern parts of 
the county belong to the Catskill group, and are composed prin- 
cipally of the old red sandstone and conglomerate — the western 
is comprised in the Chemung group, and consists mostly of grey 



Speeimonsof ggtnet, touimaiine, Egate, porphyry, jasper, Sic., have bcon col- 
IscCed fWim the pebttes oa [be banks of Ihe SoEqueMona and Clienango rivers. 
There are seraral euTpUur and one or two bWne springs. 

Soil and Vegetable Phodoctions. The broken character of 
the soil renders the county generally better adapted to grazing 
than to the culture of grain. In the valleys of the streams, oats 
and corn thrive well, and wheat is raised to some extent. The 
principal timber trees are the white and pitch pine, oak, beech, 
maple and hickory. Much of the surface of the county is yet 
covered with wood. 

PuKauiTs. Agriculture is the chief pursuit of the inhabitMits. 
Much attentionispaid to the products of the dairy. Some grain 
is also raised, and sutiimer crops thrive well. 

Manufactures. The water power of its many streams fur- 
nishes abundant facilities for manulacturing purposes, which 
the people of this county are beginning to improve. The New 
York and Erie railroad will, when opened, give a new impetus 
to its manufacturing interests, by Edfording increased lacilities 
for transportation. 

Lumber and flour, fulled cloths and leather, constitute the 
chief articles of manufacture. 

Staple Pbodoctions. Butter, oats, corn and potatoes. 

■ScHooi.a. There are in the county 170 disfrict schools, which 
in 1846, averaged seven months instruction each. 88676 was 
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paid for tuition; and the eokool libraries contained 13,300 vol- 
uinea. The number of children taught was 8285. 

TEietc ate dileen selecl achgola, otieiried by 166 pupHa ; ond one aeademj', 
niUi 213 sRideuia. 

RELiorous Denominations. Presbyterians, Baptists, Congro- 
gationalists, Episcopalians, Univerealisls and Roman Catholics. 
There are forty-six churches, and sisty-one ministers, of all de- 
nominations, in the county. 

HiBTOBY. During SuUivan'scampaign.in 1779,he encamped 
at or near the present site of Binghamtoa, in this co.unty, for 
eeyeral days, awaiting' thearriva! of the detachment under the 
command of General James CUnton. No Eettleraent was made 
in the county, however, till 1787, when Captain Joseph Leonard 
removed here from Wyoming, Pennsylvania, He was soon 
followed by Colonel WiUiam Rowe, who emigrated from Con- 

Tfae land in the southern part of the county had been granted 
a few years previouidy, to Mr. Bingham, an eminen ban o 
Phiiadeiphia, aseociated with whom was a Mr. Co a d ha 
now composing the northern towns of the county, vas pu a 
Bed in 17S6, or perhaps earlier, by a company from Mas a hu 
setts. The amount of land belonging to this company was 
230,000 acres. Having obtained a gi'ant irom the Mas a hu 
eetts legislature, (this beingaportionof the ten towi s i-a edel 
to Massachueetta by New York,) they purchased the e f on 
the Indians, by a treaty, concluded at the Forks of the Che- 

By the enterprise and good management of General Whitney, 
the agent of Mr. Bingham, the settlements Honrished and in- 
creased rapidly in population. In 1806, Broome county was set 
off from Tioga, as a separate county, and named in honor of 
John Broome, at th&l time Lieutenant Governor of the state. 

A large proportion oftheemigrantBwerefiomNew England, 
and prob6d>ly a majority from Connecticut. 

Villages. Binghamtok, formerly Chenango Point, is the 
shire town of the county. It is rapidly increasing in business, 
and has become already an important inland town. It is much 
engaged in manufactures, and furnishes a ready market for the 
produceofthesurroundingcouutry, which is mostly shipped by 
canal to the Hudson, and by the Susquehanna to Philadelphia. 

The New York and Erie railroad will soon he opened to this 
place, and contribute still farther to its prosperity. Toll bridges 
constructed of wood, cross the Chenango ani Susguehanna 
rivers, from this village. Population, nearly 4000. 

Chenango Porks, Windsor and Rarpersville are villages of 
some importance. 
15 
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33. Fopulaiion, 40,987. 




1. Btookfield, 1795. 
S. Cazenovia, 1705. 
a. De Ruyter, 1798. 

4. Hamilton, ISOl. 

5. Sullivan, 18f)3. 
8. Eaton, 1807. 
7. I*banon, 1S07. 
Sillers, Sfe. CC. Chenango ri 



Madison, 1807. 
Nelson, 1807. 
Smithtield, 1907. 
Lenox, 1809. 
Georgetown, 1815. 
Fenner, 1823. 
Stockbridge, 1839. 
n, Unadilla. k. Oriekany Creek. 



a. Cowasalon. b. Canaseraga. d. Chittenango. j. Oneida. 
Lakes. Z. Oneida, e. Cazenovia, ov Linklaen. 
Manhei. f. Great Swamp. 
Universities. Madison Tlniversity. 
Villages. Moerisvilu;. Hamilton. Cazenovia. Catiaalota. Chit- 

BouNDARiEs. North by Oneida'Lakei Bast by Oneida and 
Otsego counties; South by Chenango county, and West by 
Onondaga and CoriJand ci 
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SuBFACE. DiverBifiert, and generally hilly, except where the 
great swamp extends for a distance of eight or ten miles, sioag 
the borders of Oneida Lake. 

The elevated ridge or watershed, which divides the waters of 
the Susquehanna from those flowing north, crosses this county 
near its centre. The hilla are, however, generally rounded, 
and susceptible of cultivation. This ridge ie about 1500 feet 
above tide water. 

RivEBS. On the south, the coanty is drained by the Chenan- 
go, Otselic and Unadilla rivers. Onthe north by the Orieliany, 
Oneida, Cowaaalon, Chittenango, and Canaseraga creeks. 
The Brie and Chenango canals pass through the county. 

La'ibs. Ooeida Lake forms the northern boundary of the 
county; Cazenovia, or Linklaen l^e, called by the natives 
Haugena, is a beautiful sheet of water, four miles long by 
tine broad, surrounded by a fine waving counti'y. There are 
several small ponds on the dividing ridge. 

CuMATB. Healthful, but cool, and very subject to untimely 
frosts. 

Geoloov A.ND MiNBHALB. Slate is the basis rock of the coun- 
ty. It is, however, overlaid for the most part with limestone, of 
Uiat formation denominated the Onondaga salt group. Along 
the Oneida Lake, sandstone appears, and is found in bould- 
ers throughout the county. Fresh water limestone, containing 
fresh water shells, is fbund near the great svi-amp. 

ca'jtings ; water Ume and gypsum are abuodant In SolliTan and LeooE ; sulphur 
and brine springs ere found in tbe aams town^ and in the Jbrmer Jg a magneaiaa 
spring, and aeveral others so highly charged wiUi csiboaaie of lime bh to fbrm 
incrustations on whatever is caal into tneni. Marl ensts in terge quantities, in 
the northern pari of the county. 

Soil and Vegetable Prod!:ctions. The soil is generally 
fertile ; in the valleys highly so : adapted to grain in the north, 
and to grazir^ m the south. 

The limber ia similar to thai of the adjacent counUea, conaisting prinoipallj of 
HemlodJ., maple and beech. The sugar maple la abundant, and yields large quan- 

PuRsutTS. Agriculture is the principal pursuit of the inhabit- 
ants, whose attention is divided between the culture of grain 
and the rearing of stock. 

Hops, oats, corn and barley, are more largely cultivated than 
wheat. 

Manufactures are considerably extensive, for which the fine 
water power of the Chittenango and other streams, furnishes 
ample iacilitiea. Flour, lumber, woollen goods, distilled liquoi s, 
leather, iron and potash, are the principal articles manufactured. 

The commerci'. of the county is confined to the transportation 
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ofits produce and manufectuces, upon the Erie and Chenango 

canals. 

Staple Psodootions. Hops, cheese, butter, wool, oats, sugar 
and poteiBh, 

ScHodLB. There are in thecounty 234 district Bchool- houses. 
The schools were taught in 1846 an average period of eight 
months i 13,523 children received instruction at an expense of 
$il5,721. There were 26,456 volumes in the district libraries. 

There were, also, in Ihe CQUnty, flwty-Ihree private aohoois, with 1072 pupils, 
and four academies, wlUi IBS pupila. There ig one UniverBiiy iu tho county, 
clianered iB IBifl, and CSBed MtulisoB Uhivaralty. It has ih all its departmenla 

RfiUGioua Denominations. Baptists, Methodists, Congrega- 
tionalism, Presbyterians, UniversaliBts, Friends, Dutch Reform- 
ed, and Episcopalians. 

There are eighty-one churcliea, and ninety-four clergymen, 
of all denominations, ii\ the county. 

HistoBt. Madison county originally formed a part of Che- 
nango county, from which it was talten in 1806. The iirst set- 
tlement in the county was made at the village of Eaton, in the 
town of the same name, by Mr. Joseph Morse, in 1790. 

In 1793, Colonel John Linltlaen, agent for a company in Hol- 
land, setded in Cazenovia, This Holland Company owned a 
large portion of the county, and Hieir agent sold most of it to 
New- England settlers. The^ growtii of the county was not 
rapid until the completion of the Erie and Chenang-o canals 
by which a market was opened for its produce, 

Villages. Morrisvillb, in the town of Eaton, is the seat of 
justice forthe county. It is situated on the Cherry Valley turn- 
pilte. It was settled principally by emigrants from Connecticut, 
and has some manufactories. Population, about 800. 

Eaton, another village in the sarne town, has a number of 
manulactories. Population, about 700. 

Cozenowio village, in the town of the same name, is pleasantly 
situated on the south -eastern margin of Linklaen lake. It is 
well laid out, EUid has some manufactures and considerable 
trade. The Oneida Conference Seminary, located here, is 
under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal church, and is a 
flourishing and well conducted institution. Here is also a high 
school and a seminary for young ladies. The village contains 
nearly 3000 inhabitants, 

Hamilton village, in the town of the samename, is principally 
Doled as the seat of Madison University, formerly the Hamilton 
Literary and Theological Institution. This institution was in- 
corporated in 1819, and commenced operations in 1820. It 
received a charter as an University in lSt6. It k well endow- 
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ed, has an able corps of professors, and is in a highly prosper- 
ous conditi in. 

There is also an academy of s me dia inction m the v llage. 
Population, about 1600, 

Chitt&iango, in the town of Sullivan lo largely engaged in 
the manufacture of water-lime or hydrauhc cement It has 
also other meinufac hires. There is a sulphur sprmg of some 
note, one mile south of the vfllage It has alco other springs, 
charged with carbonate oflime and celebrated for their petri- 
fying quality. 

In this village is an academj under the patronage of the 
Dutch Reformed Church. Population 1000 

Canastota, in the town of Lenox is a thriving and hw%\ vil- 
lage, on the canal and railroad. It derives its name Irom the 
Indian appellation, given lo a cluster of pines, which united their 
branches over the creek, which passes through the village. In 
Ihia village is a high aohool of some celebrity. Population, 
about 1300. 

Z*e Ruyter is a small but pleasant village, in the town of the 
same name. Here is located the " De. Ruyter Institute," a 
flourishing literary institution, under the direction of the Sev- 
enth Day Baptists. Population, 500. 

Madison, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village. 
Population, 600. 

Clockeille, in the town of Lenox, and Bridgeport, in the 
town of Sullivan, are villasee of some importance. 
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1. Olean, ISOS. 

S, Farmeraville, 1SI9. 

3. Frajiklinville, 18L2. 

4. Perrysburgli, 1814. 

5. Great Valley, 1818. 

6. Little Valley, 1818. 
1. ElUcottville, 1830. 
8. Yorkshire, 1820. 

0. Freeilom, 1830. 

10. Hinsdale, 1S30. 

11. ConnewangD, 1823. 
13. Otto, 1633. 

li, R-iindolph, 1826, 



16. Machias, 1S37. 
16. Napoli, 1828. 
n. Lyndon, 1839. 

18. New Albion, 1830. 

19. Mansfield, 1830. 

30, Burton, 1831. 

31. Leon, 1832. 
33. Dayton, 1835. 

33. Persia, 1835. 

34. Cold Spring, 1837. 

35. Humphrey, 1837. 

36. PortsiUe, 1838. 
27. Carrollton,i843. 
3S. Rice, 1846. 
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Lakes. !. Lime. m. lacliua Creslc Heseivoir. 
Villages. Eujcotttii.i.k. Olean. Hinsdiile. Lodi. 

Boundaries. North by tlie counties of Erie and Wyoming ; 
Easl by Allegany county; South by the state of Peoneylvania, 
and West by Chautaugue cownty. 

SuapACB, The surface of the county is elevated and much 
broken. The iiigh grounds in its centre divide the waters of 
the Allegany from those of the Chautauque Creek. The valley 
of the. Allegany river isirom one to two miles in breadth, and. 
haa a depression of 700 or 800 feet below the general surface of 
the county. North of thia river, the land rises for fiileen or 
twenty miles, andattaiiis the summitof the very irregular ridge 
which commences at Perryeburgh, on the north-west, and ter- 
minates at Farmeraville, on the east. 

Rivers. The Allegany river, Cattaraugus, Oil, Great Val- 
ley, Cold Spring, South Branch, Connewango and Isohua 
creeks, are the principal streams of the county. 

Lakbs. Its lakes are Lime lake and Ischua creek reservoir. 

Railhoads. The line of the New York and Erie railroad 
crosses the southern part of the county. 

Climate. From the elevation of the surface, the climate is 
cpld but healthful. 

Geologv and Misbraloqy. Thia county is wholly within the 
Erie group. In the northern part, the Ludlowviile slate is the 
surface rock, with occasional alternations of hmestiine. In the 
centraland southern portions, the Chemung sandstone predom- 
inates. On the highest points in the county, the conglomerata 
of the Catakill group is occasionally found. 

The Rock City, situated seven miles from Ellicottviile, and 
near the line between Great and Little valley, is a remarkable 
natural curiosity. 

The rock here is cong-lomerate, and by the removal and disin- 
tegration of portions ofit. large masses from fifteen to thirty-iive 
feet high, have been left standing isolated, and are separated by 
alleys and passages of various widths. The whole area covered 
by these blocks is over ona hundred acres. The scene is in the 
highest degree imposing, and impresses upon the beholder the 
conviction that the name has not been improperly chosea 
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Soil and Vegetable Phoductions. The soil is well adapted 
to grazing. Grain thrives better in the northern section than 
in the soulJiem. 

Probably no region of equal extent in the United States haa 
produced more valuable timber. The forest trees consist chiefly 
of pine, o^, hickory, ash, ebn, linden, chestnut, walnut, beech, 
maple and hemlock. The maple is abundant, and affords large 
■quantities of sugar. 

Pursuits. The people of this county are ein agricultural 
community, paying more attention however, to the productions 
of the dairy, and the rearing of cattle, than to the raising of 

Manufactures. These are in their infancy, and chiefly con- 
fined to lumber, flour, fulled cloths, and leather. 

The manufacture of lumber is prosecuted to a greater extent 
than in any other county in the state, 300 million feet being 
eKjiorted from the county annually. 

Commerce. The Allegany is navigable for arks and small 
steamboats, athigh water, co Oleah; Jarge quantities oflumber 
are exported from this county to Pittsburgh and Cincinnati, by 
this channel. 

Its STAPLES are lumber, potatoes, oats, butter and cheese. 

Schools. The county had, in 1846, 234 district schools, which 
were in session an average period of six months eacL The 
number of children taught was 11,914; the amount paid for 
tuition $10,870, and the number of volumea in the district libra- 
ries, 16.087. 

Religtods Denominations. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, Epiacopalians, Congregationalists, and Unitarians. The 
number of churches of all denominations, is thirty ; of clergymen, 
sixty-aeven. 

HiSTOHY, This county belonged originally to the Holland 
Land Company's purchase, and the titles of most of the inhabit- 
ants are derived from that Company. The first settlement in 
the county was made early in the present century, at Olean, by 
Major Hoops, of Albany, who named it afler General Hamilton, 
" Hamilton on the Allegeiny." 

The next settlement was in the present town of Persia, in 
1813. The growth of the county has been quite rapid. Corn- 
planter and Big Kettle or Ganoth-jowaneh, two of the most dis- 
tinguished of the Seneca chiefs, resided in this county. 

A tract along the Allegany river, extending through the 
towns of Cold Spring, Little Valley, Great Valley and Carroll- 
ton, is still held as a reses-vation by the Indians. 
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The Society of Friends in Piiiladolphia, have taken great 
pains to instruct the Indians of this county, in the arts of civili- 
zation, sending instructors among them, and establishing settie- 
menls in the vicinity. Some of the Indians are now quite 
wealthy, owning well slocked farms, and large saw mills. 

Villages. Ellicottvillb, the county seat, is situated in the 
town of the same name. It was incorporated in 1837, and con- 
tains besides the county buildings two extensive !and offices. 
The scenery around iJiB-viilage iabeautiiiil. The town receiv- 
ed its name from Joseph ElHcott, late principal agent of the 
Holland Land Company. Population, 800. 

Lodi is a thrivii^ manufacturing village on Cattaraugus 
creelt, in the towns of Persia and Collins, in Cattaraugus and 
Erie counties. The water power is abundant, and only in part 
occupied. Population. 900. 

At Hinsdale, is to be the junction of the New York and Erie 
railroad, and the Genesee Valley canal. The state isconstruct- 
ing a large basin here. An incorporated academy is located in 
this village. Population, 600. 

Oleaii is advantageously situated on the north aide of the Al- 
legany river, in the town of the same name. Large quantities 
of lumber and other produce are annually exported from this 
place. It is to be the terminus of the Genesee Valley canal. 
Population, 500. 

Franklinville, in the town of the same name, is a tliriving 
village, and has some manufactories. Population, 600. 

Cadiz, in the same town,is a village of some importance. 
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1. Chautauque, 1804. 
3. Pomfrat, 1808. 

3. ElUcott, 1S13. 

4. Gerry, 1812. 

5. Hanover, 1312. 

6. Portland, 1813. 

7. Harmony, 1816. 

8. Ripley, 1817, 

9. Clymer, 1821, 

10. EUerj, 1891. 

11, Stockton, 1831. 
!S. Buati, 1S33. 



13. Villenova, 1823. 

14. Mina, 1834. 

15. Ellington, 1835. 

16. Carroll, 183.^. 

17. Sheridan, 1837. 

18. French Creelc, 1839. 

19. Charlotte, 1829. 

30. Wastfield, 1899. 

31. Cherry Creelt, 1899, 
33. Arkwright, 1839, 
23. Poland, 1832. 

94. Sherman, 1833. 
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Sinera. s. Twenty Mile Creek, b. Chautauque. c. CaiiaclttWa. d. 

Walnnt. a. Silver, f. Caturaugus. g. Chautauque Outlet, h, 

Caaadaga Creek, j. lYench. k.Connewargo. 
X,akes. h, Erie, o, Chautauque. p. Casadaga. q. Bear. r. Finley. 
Villages. Mavvili.e. Jamestown. Westfield. Dunkirk. Fre- 

donia. Fayette. Van Burcn. 

BousDAmEB. North by Lake Erie and Erie county ; East by 
Gatlaraugua county ; South and West by Pennsylvania. 

SoBPACB, The surface is hilly and elevated. Through its 
centra! portion, at a distance of from three to six miles from 
Lake Erie, and^nearly parallel with it, runs the dividing ridge 
which BBparafes the waters of liie lakes from those discharging 
into the Gulf of Mexico. This ridge is elevated from 800 to 
1400 feet above tide water. From this altitude it declines to the 
northwest, toward the lake, and on the eoutbeaat toward the 
ConnewMgo creek and the Allegany river. The land lying on 
Lake Erie ie a rich and fertile alluvium. The hills throughout 
the cointy are nowhere precipitous, but capable of cultivation 
to their summits. 

RivEHs AND Creeks. The principal streams are the Conne- 
wango creek, which drains the eastern and southeastern por- 
tions of the county, and uniting with the waters of the Chau- 
tauque outlet, in Poland, Ibrms the Connewango river ; Catta^ 
raugus creek, which separates this county from Erie ; Silver, 
Walnut, Canadawa, Chautauque, Twenty Mile, North and 
South branches of French creek, Great and Little Broken 
Straw and Casadaga creeks. Most of these streams furnish, 
valuable mill privileges. 

Lakes. Lake Erie forms the northwestern boundary of the 
county. Chautauque lake, which gives its name to the county, 
was so called by the Indians from its form ; the Indian name 
Chautauqua signifying a pack tied in the middle. 

It is a beautiful sheet of water, eighteen miles long, and from 
one to five inwidth. It is 726 feet above Lake Brie, and 1291 
above tide water. Its waters are remarkable for their clear- 
ness and purity, and are abundantly stocked with fish. Two 
steamers ply upon it. It is probably the highest body of water 
in the world, navigated by steam. 

The Casadaga lakes, three in number, each about, a mile in 
extent ; Bear lake, and Finley's lake, are the only other lakes in 
the county. 

RAILB0AD3. The New York and Erie Railroad will pass 
through this county, and terminate at Dunkirk. Several other 
railroads have been chartered, but hava not been constructed. 
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Cllmatb. The county lias a high reputation for the salu- 
brity of its climate. Fruits thrive well here, and attain great 
perfection both of size and flavor. From the elevation of its 
surface, the winters are long, but the cold to somewhat mode- 
rated, by the proximity of the lake. 

Geology and MiNEHALa. This county belongs entirely to the 
Chemung sandstone group. The rocks of the coimty consist of 
alternate layers of sandstone and slaty rocks. In Harmony, 
Carroll, and some other sections, this sandstone fOTntohesafine 
building material. The crest of the dividing ridge is occasion- 
ally crowned with the conglomerate of the Catskill groiip. 

Bog iron oie hag been toaod in eeieral biBolitie^ biu In no great quantity. 

are spontaneoualy formed in Ibe town of Slieridan. 

jaiiwral S^ifs. Sulphuc springs aie quite numerous in the neigbl>Diboad of 
Lake Erie. ' One in MIna is considerably visltsd. The Inl^amnialiie springB, o^ 
those containing csiburaltad byflrogen gas. ore worthy of notice. There ate a 
number of these along the shores of I,3ke Erie. The village of Fiedonia, in the 
tiiwn of Fopifret, is lighted by this natural gas. It also nimlahes material for the 
light house at Barcelona, and might be employed in the same way at nmnetous 
other points along the shores of the lake. It is entirely fVee ftom any unpleasant 

Soil and Vbobtablb Productions. The soil is generally 
very good. Thesection on the shores of Lake Erie, extending 
back for a distance of three or four miles, is a rich alluvium, 
highly fertile, and well adapted to grains and fruit The up- 
lands are better fitted for grass, and yield abundant crops. 

The timber of the iwunty is oak, maple, beech, black walnut, 
butternut, hickory, with somepine and hemlock; 

On Walnut treeK. about a mile ttom its mouth, formerly stood a black walnut 
tree, 150 feel In heighl, thirty.sii feat in circumference at its base, and lapethig 
regularly eighty ibet, to the first limb. This enormous tree was blown down in 
1S33. II was suppo(«d la be more than 50O years old. The hull, nine (eet In 
length was ejcaraled, and usefl for a grocery, at Buflalo. When the Erie canal 
was opened. It was Iransponed to New York and elhibiied to thousands. 

Pursuits. Agriculture is the jrarsuit.of a majority of the 
inhabitants. More attention is paid to the rearing of stock and 
the produce of the dairy, than to the culture of grain. The 
princifial grains cultivated are corn, oats, wheat, and some 
barley 'and buckwheat. Large quantities of flax and potatoes, 
are also raised. In the latter crop it occupied a high rank 
among the counties of the state. 

Manufiictures. The county is not very largely engaged in 
manufactures. Flour, Itimber, leather and iroo, are the princi- 
pal articles, ajid their entire value is between 1700,000 and 
§800,000. 

Commerce. The county has some commerce. Van Buren, 
Dunkirk, Barcelona and Portland are its principal harbors. 
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Stapi^ Productions. Butter,. chccee, wool, pork, potatoes, 
flas, corn, and oats. 

Schools. There are in the county 308 pubhc schools. In 
18i6, schools were taught an average period of seven moniis — 
18,376 children received instruction, at a cost of $17,581. The 
district libraries contained 30,010 volumes. 

fuid five acadflmiea. attended by 3S6 BiudetitB. 

Relioiods Denominations. Baptiate, MethodietB, Congrega- 
tionaliats, Preel^terians, Unitarians, Episcopalians, Universal- 
iata and Friends. There are seventy-three churches, and 106 
clergymen, of all denominations. 

History. Traditioa relates that the French early established 
a poBt at Portlandj in this county ; but at what time is not cer- 
tainly known. The only Indian settlement within the limits of 
the county, when first explored, was in the present town of 
Carroll, on the Connewango creelt. 

Iii.l782, a party, consisting of about 800 British and Indians, 
■with a train of artillery and other mimitions of war, spent the 
months of Julie and July around Chautauque lake, constructing 
cjinoes, and making other preparations to descend the Allegany 
liver and attack Fort Pitt, now Pittsburgh. For this purpose 
they obstructed the channel of the Chautauque outlet, in order 
to raise the waters of (he lalte. 

The first purchase of lands made in this county, for the pur- 
pose of settlement, was in 1801, in the town of Ripley, by Gen. 
John McMahan. No settlement was effected, however, till 
1802, when Col. James McMahan, brother of the general, loca- 
ted himself in the town ol' Westfield. The same year Edward 
MeHenry settled in tlie seime neighborhood. 

In 1796. one Amos Settle had located in Hanover, but re- 
moved in 1800 from the county, and did not return for several 
years. John McHenry, born in 1802, was thefirst child of white 
parents born in the county. 

The privations of I the early settlers were very great. Often 
they were compelled to subsist upon the precarious products of 
the chase, for months, witliout tasting bread or other provisions. 

In 1804, the first town was constituted, and embraced the 
■whole of the present county. In 1808 the county was provis- 
ionally organized; but not having a sufficient number of inhabit- 
ants to entitle it to a separate organization, it remained attached 
to Genesee county tfll 1811. 

The whole of this county ■was included in the Holland Land 
Company's purchase, and from that company and it 
the titles to the property were derived. 
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During the war of 1S19, the lake coast was several tiinea in- 
vaded by small parties of the enemy, who, however, never ac- 
compliehed any feats of valor in the county. A party of British 
lauded at Dunkirk, in 1813, to deposite some property which 
they had plundered from the coast above. Twelve of the boat's 
crew deserted, immediately on landing, leaving only the officer 
who commanded the boat, and a single sailor, whom the militia 
soon compelled to return to their vessel. 

In 1814, an armed schooner pursued some lake boats into 
Canadawa creek, and attempted to capture them, but was re- 
pulsed by the militia, About 200 of the Chautauque militia 
were called out by Governor Tompkins, for the defence of Buf- 
falo; undisciplined and unaccustomed to withstand regular 
troops, they fled early in the action, but were pursued, and a 
number killed and scalped' by the Indians. Ten or twelve of the 
citizens of the county fell in this retreat, and others were se- 
verely wounded. After the close of the war, the growih of the 
county was extraordinsirily rapid. 

In 1835. the Holland Land Company sold out the lands, to- 
gether with the outstanding and expired contracts, to Trum- 
bull, Carey and others of Batavia. They had made a like sale 
of their lands in Genesee county, and the new company had 
compelled such of the settlers as were unable to complete the 
payments on their farms, to pay an additional sum per acre, as 
the price of forbearance. This exaction was known as the 
Genesee tariE It soon became generally understood, that the 
principles ofthisfariiFwere to be applied to Chautauque county. 
Meetings were held by the citizens who felt themselves ag- 
grieved, and definite information demeinded from the company, 
as to their intentions. 

After some delay the company announced their determination 
to exact the principal and compound interest from ail who 
would immediately pay for their lands, and to require 35 per 
cent, advance from those who asked for an extension of time in 
payment. 

These exactions, at this period, would have deprived many of 
the settlers oF their farms, and reduced ihem to ruin. 

Upon learning: the demands of the company, resolutions were 
passed by the citizens, denouncing their course and declaring 
their determination not to, submit to it. On the sixth of Febru- 
ary, 1836, a mass of people, mostly from the interior (owns, 
assembled at Barnhart's inn, about two miles from Mayvilje, 
about four o'clock in the afternoon, armed with axes, crow- 
bars, ifcc. ; and liaving organized, proceeded to Mayville, about 
eight o'clock in the .evening. They attacked the office of the 
Land Company, demolished the wood building, and finally 
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forced open the stone varit, containing the company's books 
and papers, carried them to Barnhart's, and burned fhem in 
the highway. 

From this time, til! 1833, all intercourse between the Land 
Company and the settlers ceased. In that year a sale was ef- 
fected of the property, to Messrs. Duer, Morrison and Seward, 
(late governor of the state,) and by them an office was opened 
in Weetfield, and the outstanding claims adjusted to the satia- 
fection of all parties. 

ViLLAOES. Mayville, the county seat, is a flourishing village, 
in the townof Chauiauque. It was incorporated in 1830. It is 
beautifully situated, commanding a fine view of the lake. Its 
public buildings are neat and substantial. 

The Mayville academy was incorporated in 1834, and is a 
well conducted institutioii. A steamboat plies between this vil- 
lage and Jamestown, daily, during the summer. Population 500. 
Jameslown, situated on the outlet of Chautauque lake, in the 
town of Ellicott, is the largest village in tlie covmty. It has a 
fine hydraulic power, which is extensively used in manufac- 
turing. Lumber, wooden ware, sash, lath, flour, cloth, &.C., 
are manufactured here. The Jamestown academy was incor- 
poi'ted in 1836, and is in a prosperous condition. This village 
was incorporated in 1827. Population 1700. 

Freilonia is a beautiful village, in the town of Pomfret, four, 
miles from Lake Erie. Ithas some trade, but is chiatiy remark- 
able for its inflammable spring, which furnishes a sufficient 
quantity of gas to light the village brilliantly. It was incorpo- 
rated in 1829. The academy here, established in 1824, was the 
first in the county, and Eustaina a high reputation. Popula- 
tion 1000. 

Westjield, in the town of the same name, incorporateji in 
1833, is situated on Chautauque creek, one and a half miles 
from Lake Erie. It is a thriving, busy village, and has a fine 
academy, incorporated in 1837. Population KWO. 

Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, in the town of Pomfret, has been 
designated as the western terminus of the New York and 
Erie railroad. It is a village of some business. The United 
States government have expended about ^80,000 in the im- 
provement of its harbor, which is now commodious for vessels 
drawing eight or nine feet water. It is open usiia]ly somewhat 
earlier than that of Buflalo. Population 1000. 

Fayette, at the mouth of Silver creek, in the town of Hano- 
ver, has a good steamboat landing, and some trade. Pop, 700. 
Portland has a good harbor. Barci'lona has a light house, 
illuminated with the gas evolved from an inflammable spring 
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I. Homer, 17^4. 

S. Solon, 1798, 

3. Virgil, 1804. 

4. Cincinnatu9, 1804. 

5. Preble, 1808. 

6. Truxton, 180S. 

7. Scott, 1815. 

Sivert. Q. Tiougbnioga. a. Cold Creek. 
Villages. Cohtj-MSH. Homer. 

BouNDABiEs. North by Onondaga county ; East by Madison 
and Chenango; South by Broome and Tioga; and West by 
Tompkins and Cayuga countiea. 

The surface is elevated, and gently sloping to the south. 



0. Marathon, 1818. 
10. Willett, 1818. 
n. Cortiandville, 1839. 
13. Hartford, 184S. 
13. Lapeer, 1S45. 

h. Otselic. 
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forming a part of the high central Bection of tJie atale. Its 
northern boundary lies on the watershed, or dividing ridge be- 
tween the waters flowing into Lake Ontario, and the tributa- 
ries of the Susquehanna river. The bi-oad valleys of the 
streams, and the rounded and fertile hills, give the surface an 
agreeably diversified aspect. 

EcvEBs. The Tiouglinioga, rising near its northern boundary, 
with its tributaries, waters nearly the whole county. The Ot- 
eelic, its main branch, drains the aoutteaBtern seclion. Both 
streams are navigable for small boats, when swollen by the 
heavy rains of spring and autumn. 

Climate. Healthy and equable. From the elevation of its 
surface, the winters are long and much snow iaiia. 

Geology and Mckbbals. Slate is the basis rock of the county. 
On the north this is covered with Onondaga hmestone, or the 
limestone and slate of the Helderberg series. On the south 
find east the Chemung sandstone and shale tre the surface 

The minamfa of the county are salt, bog Iron ore, ami mat!, Tbeie are also 
some Bulphuretied hydrogen eprlngfl. 

Soil abd Vegetable Peoductions, The soil is generally a 
gravelly loam, intermingled with the disintegrated lime and 
slate, sini is quite fertile, yielding good crops of grass and gram. 
The timber is chiefly oak, maple, beech, basswood, butternut, 
elm, and cbestnat. Groves of pine and hemlock are fmmd in 
the southern part of the county. 

PoHSDiTS. AgTiculfwe is the principal pursuit of the inhab- 
itants. Much attention is paid to the rearing of cattle ; consid- 
erable qufJititiea of grain are also raised. The products of the 
dairy are large. 

Manufactures are increasiog in impotlance in the county. 
The principal articles are flour, lumber, cotton and woollen 
goods, leather and potash. 

S'TAPLE Phoductions. Butter, cheese, wool, oats, corn, and 
flax. Considerable quantities of wheat, barley, buckwheat, po- 
tatoee, and pork are also produced. 

ScHOois. The whole number of district schools in the county 
is 180. In 1S46, these were taught, on an average, seven 
months, and 9,273 children received instruction during the year 
at an expense of S9470. The district school libraries contained 
15,197 volumes. 

There ste in the couniy twenty siglii ptivato schools, iviai 443 pupils, and two 
awulemies with S33 acliolars 

Reugious Denominations. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, Congregationa lists, and Episcopalians., There are, inthe 
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county forty-five churches, and flfty-four clergymen of all de- 
nominations. 

History. Cortland county comprises a portion of the Military 
Tract, or landa given by the state of New York to her Revolu- 
tionary soldiers. It weis principEilly settled by emigrants from 
the eastern states, who removed here after the Revolution. 
Homer, the oldest town, was organized in 1794, 

The county received its name from General Peter Van Cort- 
landt, who w.w a lai'^e landholder here. It was taken from 
Onondaga in 1808. 

Villages. Cortland, in the town of CortlandviKe, is the 
largest village, and the seat of justice for the county. It is 
pleasantly situated on thenorthbranchof tlieTioughnioga, and 
has a number of fine public buildings. The Cortland female 
seminary is a flourishing institution. 

The private residences of the citizens are neat, and many of 
them elegant. Population 1500. 

Homer, in the town of the sa ne name, is a beautiful and 
thriving village on the Tioughnioga. It has an old and flour- 
ishing academy of high reputation, with six teachers, and de- 
partments for both sexes. In 1846, a large and enthusiastic 
meeting of its alumni and friends was held, attended with ap- 
propriate esercises. 

The village is one of the most beautiful in central New York. 
It is considerably engaged in manufactures. The churches, 
four in number, and the academy, occupy a pubUc square six 
acres in extent. Population 1400. 

TVtixton and Virgil, in the towns of the same names, are 
villages of some importance. The former has some mamifac- 
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1. Malone, 1305. R. Duane, 1828. 

2. Chateaugay, 1805. 10. Westville, 1839. 

3. Constable, 1S07. 11. Belmont, 1833, 

4. Dickinson, ISOS. 12. Bombay, 1333. 

5. Bangor, 1813. 13. Franklin, 1333. 

6. Fort Covington, 1813. 14. Burke, 1843. 

1. Moira, 1821 15, Harrietstown, 18+3. 

8. Brandon, 1838 

JUbuntama. GG Chateaugay g, Seward, h. Adirondack. 

Sivers. a. Deer b 'lilmon c. Trout, d. Chatenugtiy. e. St. 

Regis, r. Racket j Saranac 

Lakei. i. Upper Saranac 1 Lower Saranae. k. Tupper. 
Fortt. Covington 
Villages. Malonic. Fort Covington. 

BouNDABiEa. North by Canada East; East by Clinton and 
Essex counties; south by Essex and Hamilton countiM, and 
West by St. Lawrence covin'y. 

SuflPACE. Elevated and mountainous, in the eouthern and 
BOutheaatem sections, where the Chateaugay rang-e crosses it; 
elsewhere it is undulating or level. Mount Seward, and the 
Adirondack group, are peaks of this range. Mount Seward has 
never bee 1 ascended, but its height is computed at about 5000 

Numerous lakes are formed in the valleys of the mountain 
ranges 
" The principal rivers are Salmon, Trout, Chateau- 



gay St Re^ie, Deer, Racket 

LikEs Upper and Lower Saranac, Tupper, e 
others of less importance. 

Climate. The high latitude, and elevated surface of this 
county render the climate rigorous. The winters are long and 



Gbolo«y and Minbrais. The mountainous district is prin- 
cipally of the primitive formation, and is composed of hypers- 
thene, granite and gneiss. The two latter, indeed, form the 
surface rocks of a large part of the county. The transition for- 
mation, however, extends over the northerHslope of the county, 
and is mainly composed of the Potsdam sandstone, very fine 
specimens of which are quarried in Malone, Chateaugay, Moira, 
and Bangor. In the northeast comer of Franklin township, the 
calciferolia sand rock makes its appearance. 

The principal niinetalB are maenetlc iron ore, fljunl in Franklin, Duane, anS 
Malone townships, purple scapoKle, green pyroxene, graphite in sis sifled rabies, 
bog iron ate, vifA. peat, and masslvs pyrlten- 

SoiL AKD Vegetable ProbUctions. The soil of the north- 
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ern towns is probably equal in fertility to any in the state. The 
southern townshipe are less pi cdoctive. It is mainly a sandy 
loam, occasionally mixed with clay, eirid .i.ucli of it encumbered 
with stone. 

It ia not well adapted to wheat, but grass, oats, barley, corn, 
and the esculent roots, thrive luxuriantly. 

The forests, which cover the central and southern portions, 
ere very dense, and consist of w ite and yellow pine, hemlock, 
oali, beech, birch, basswood, elm, and white cedar. 

PuRscrrs. Agrimlture is the employment of the greater part 
of the inhabitants, and their attention is particularly directed to 
the redsipg of cattle, and the cultivation of summer crops. The 
preparation qf hiiaber for market, is also the occupation of a 
coMiderable number of the citizens of the county. There ia 
fiome«WKnt«-ceon the Salmon river, the only navigable stream, 
and a few -mines. The iron ores already mentioned will eventu- 
ally furnish employment to considerable numbers. 

STiPLEa. Potatoes, oats, wheat, corn, butter and wool. 

Schools. In 1846, tiiere were ISO district schools in the 
county, in which 6190 scholars were taught. The schools were 
mainlained an average period of seven months, and SiB.Oil ex- 
pended for tuition. The district libraries contained 10,330 
voluiaes. 

Religious DENOMiKiTioHSL Presbyterians, Roman Catho- 
lics, Baptists, Universalists, Episcopalians, and Congregation- 
alists. There are twenty churches, and twenty-nine minist.era 
of all denominations. 

History, This county was the home of the St, Regis tribe 
of Indians, who, under the direction of the French, were so 
often engaged in hostile incursions upon the colonies of New 
England and New York, in the latter part of the seventeenth 
arid commencement of the eighteenth centuries. The tribe 
have still a reservation of eleven miles in length and three in 
breadth, in the county, lying in the towns of Bombay and Fort 
Covington. 

A daughter of Rev. John Williams, of Deerfield, Massachu- 
setts, who, with- his family, was taken captive by this tribe in 
1704, remained with the Indians, after her father's return, mar- 
ried one of tiie chiefs, and oae of her descendants was a few 
years since chief of the tribe. 

The first settlers were Canadians, who located at French 
Mills, now Fort Covington about the year 1800. 

In April, 1804, Messrs. Benjamin Roberts, of Winchester, 
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Vermont, William Bailey, and Nathan Beman, commenced a 
settlement at Chateaugay. 

Soon after, Mr, Nathan Wood, of Vermont, settled m Ma- 
lone. Constable was settled aboatthe same time. 

The firet standard captured from the enemy, m the late war 
with Great Britain, was taken at Bombay, by Major G. D. 
Young, a native of Conoecticut, on the 22d of October, 1812. 

Major Young was commandant of a detadiment of the Troy 
volunteers stationed at French Mills, (now Fort Covington,) 
and having learned that a party of the enemy had arrived at 
the village of St. Regis, and that more were shortly expected, 
resolved to surprise them before they could be reinforced- He 
accordingly marched a detachment in the night to the vicinity 
of the village, surrounded the enemy, and captured forty pris- 
oners, with tlieir arma, equipments, &c., one stand of colors, 
and two batteaux, without the lo^ of a single man. 

A skirmish took place on the 25th of October, 1813. at Cha- 
teaugay, between the British light troops and Indiana, and a 
detachment of American troops, under General Izard, in 
which the latter were repulsed with the loss of fifty men. 

InFebruary, 1814, adetachment of British and- Indians, num- 
bering about aSOO men, made an incursion into Malone, and 
penetrated as far aa Chateaugay Four Corners, when, hear- 
ing of the approEich o!' American troops, they retreated ingreat 
confiision, suffering severely in their flight, ftoni a storm of 
snow and hail. Upwards of 200 men deserted during this 
retreat 

Fort Covington, in this conntv was erectpd durmg the last 
war, and a part of the army wintered here m 1813 — 14 

Villages. Malone, in the town ol the same name is the 
seat of justice for the county. It is situated ou both sides of 
the Salmon river, which here furnishesa large amount of water 
power, and is surrounded by a fertile cotmtrj In the vicmity 
are extensive veins of valuable iron ore The village has 
several manufactories of cotton goodt, leather scjthes pails 
&c. The Franklin academy, located here is in a flourishing 
condition. Population 1000. 

Fart Covington, located at the ht id ot navigation on bil 
mon river, is a flourishing village largely emploj ed m the lum 
ber trade, and has aa incorporated academi an 1 several manu 
Victories. The fort here was eui important mditary post during 
the war. The village was then known as the "French 
Mills." It received its present name in honor of General Cov- 
ington, who was slain at the battle of Williamsburgh, Novem- 
ber 13th, 1813. Population 1000. 
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. Wilaon, 1318. 
:. Somerset, 1S33. 
'. Lockport, 1824, 

', Pendleton, 1837. 
!. Wheatlield, 1839, 



1. Cambria, 1808. 
3. Hartland, 1813. 

3. Niagara, ISIS. 

4. Porter, 1S13. 

5. LewiatoQ, 1813. 
a. EoyBlton, 1811, 
Bivera, SfC. M. Ni^pra Kver. a. Eighteen Mile Creek, b. John- 

aon's. c. Tascavora. f. Howel's. r. Tonananda. 
Falls. SS. Niagara Falls. 
Lakes. 3. Lake Ontario. 
Saltle Melds. Niagara. 
Forts. Niagara. Schlosser. 
Villages. Lockpoht. Lewiston. Niagara Falls Village. Younga- 



BocNDARiEs. North by Lake Ontario ; East by Orleans and 
Genesee counties; South by Erie county, and Weet by Niagara 
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SiiEFACE. Like most of tlie other countiee lying on Lake On- 
tario, Niagara county is divided by the Ridge Road and the 
mountain ridge, into three terraces, of which the two northern- 
most rise gradually from the lalio sliore to the mountain ridge ; 
while the southern declines silmost imperceptibly toward Tona- 
wanda creek,. The surface is therefore generally quite level, 
having no more than sufficient inequality to secure its effectual 
drainage. 

RivERB. The county is well watered. Besides Niagara riv- 
er, which Ibrms its western boundary, the principal streams are 
Tonawanda creek, which divides it from Erie county, Tuaca- 
rora, Eighteen Mile, Johnson's and Howel'e creeks, falling into 
Lake Ontario; and Cayugacreek, a tributary of Niagara river. 

Falls. This county, conjointly with Niagara district, Can- 
ada West, includea the world renowned cataract of Niagara. 

To poTtraf flillv Ihe wonders of tbis stupendoue nalei&IU exceeds Ibe powers 
of the human mind, and requires a. langaage commensurale wlUi lis grandeur and 
magniJicenoe," We eball Ihereibre onJy attempt w deBcribe the different elemenw 
ntiich combine to render It tlie most eilraordlnniy of lUttuial wonders, and ieave 
jt to tbe Imagination of rbe teader lo group tiiem into one barinanious wl>ole, 
allbongh notbing but an actual view of the ftUs, from seveni] points, can give any 

For a dietaoee of thtee-lburtbs of a mile above tbe l^lls, tbe river, over two 
miles in bisadUi, hunies forward in a succeffiion of lapida. wbo^ roar, combined 
vrith thai of die caaiacl, may sonielhnes be beard for a distance of twenty miles. 

The descent accompUehed by tlieae rapide. Is between flfty and Glity tbei, and 
their Imposing giandeur sUikea tbe beboldec witb admualion and awe. As the 
Avatere a^foach the thl],-1lie widtii of tbe river Is compressed to aboal h^ a 

couiee, and, bnmedialely below lbs falls, is contracted lo a widlb of only sevenly- 
eii rods. In coneequanoe of Ibis bend, the view of tbe cataract from Uie Ameri- 
can ^B is more in profile than tbal on (be Canada aide, where a short distance 
below the ihlls a ftont view Is presented, giving the visitor at a ^noe an idea of 
its vast magnificence. 

JustabovB tbe fohs, in tbe middle of tbe river, lies Goat or Iris Island, balf a 
mile long, and about nne-fouith of a mile wide, containing savenly-!lvB acres. 
I'hlsbas been connected wtib sev^sl adjacent email Islands, by bridges, and ibese 
agaUl witb the American shore, Irla Island is heavily tunhcred, and has a num- 
ber of fine walks, and a large garden. 

It eilends over the cataract, and presenB a wall of perpendioulat rock, eepa- 
laciug the crescent or Canadian fall, from tbe American portion of the cataract. 



and, baa tlie some heigbt. but ie only twenty yards i 
gentle curve to aeb- outline. 

ftom Uw comparative BbaHowness of the waters on 
are constantly d^hed Into Ibam, ere tbey reach the pn 

On the Canadian eida of Iris.lsland, is die great Ho 
over whldi pour seven-eights of tbe volume of wati 
elieam. It is ^lout TOO yaMs to wldtli,' and 153 feet i 
of its bOiows is only relieved hy tbe crests pf ff bite foi 

To the spectator, standing on Iris island, tbs cataract ii 
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sunligbl, this iniBt is tbB Boui 



ifin fiildge, 300 feet fioiD Goat island, extends ten fM ove 1 e Alls, sni 
I end, in ilie water, anfl uppn Uib edga of ibe precipice, a atone id ver 
le feet bigb, bas been erected. The view of the CiU fiom s lo|. of tMi 

tjanJts of ths river below tj» precipice constitute aa almoH pe pend cular 
?ar1y 300 feet in beighl, requiring artidclal means for descending o be 

le main land, on Ihe American side, giving ac.ceos to Ibe f^ ry He snlly 
ay, moved by hydraulic power, has been oonatructed, lo ftcUiIa s the de- 

Tbe river is cnKsed in sifety in a raw boat, piopelled by e ng e pe son 
cond staircase nas erected in 1S39, on Ibe perpendicular &ce of Iris ial- 

tbe eipense of the lalE Nichidas BIddla. A rude but eltoae flighl of coni- 
eps leads down a steep declivity of about Caity teet. to tbe bead of the BIddle 
ise, whldi is in Uie fbrm of a heiagon, enclosing triangular steps, thai wind 
* ' "^ ■■■-■- -■ -..->-- codipliahed by these 



isaboatSOfeet Palis lead ftoni the Ibol of these stairs, 10 tbe river biinh, lo 


the verge of the British fall, and to the 
hehind ft. 

The third staircase is on the Canadi; 


Central fta, and 


the Cave of Ibe W 


?inds 


m side, and condu 


cts tbe visitor unde 


rlhe 


overhangbig ledge of Table rocH. Hei 




path leading unde 




Great descent fell, by which, if he oi 




, he may pass, for a 


1 dis- 


lance of aboul 150 feel, behind this vai 


« mass of waters. 






The depth of the river, a short dista 




itaot, is 350 feel. 




•fiaolHy of waler poured over the Jails 


has been veiiously estimated. Dr. !}' 


s'ight 


eompuled it at more than 100 nilUions 








About three mm below the tails, is 




iceiby Iheprnjeoti 


on of 




.waters of the. riv 






thefr angry billows m vahi. In this w 


birlpool, limher and Ihe dead bodies of men 


or animals, which have been precipilal 








days, and sometbnes tor weeks, ere ihay pass ihe narro 


w ouUec. About t 


I mile 




merly thflte was a 




at the 


waters, atter centuries of unceasing action, wrought out fbr thamtslvas a 




quiet pasfflge. This gloomy den was. 


some seventy-five 


or eighty years Sim 


:e,ihe 


pcene of a tearful tragedy, which wtll 


he related hi tlie 




)f the 



Lakes. Lake Ontario forms the northern boundary of the 
county. 

CiBALB. The Erie canal passes tlirovigh the southeastern 
and southern pjri one of the county. 

KiiLROADS. The BufftJo and Niagara falls railroad connects 
Niagara fatla with the lines of railroad from Albany. There is 
also a railroad connecting Lockpon and Niagara falls with a 
branch extending to Lewiston. 

Climate. Owing to the vicinity of the lakes, the climate is 
mild and equable. It is considered healthful. Here, as in Brie 
county, fruits flourish m greater perfection, and vegetation is 
earlier than in the same paraUels in the eastern countiee. 

Gbolooy asd MiNESALe. The Medina sandstone is the basis 
rock of the coun^, and makes its appearance near (he Lake 
16 
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shore ; above this appears the Clinton group of limeatones ; the 
Niagara group forma the surface rock of the second terrace, and 
abounds in fossils ;the Onondaga salt groupappears as the sur- 
face rook of the third terrace, and contains as usiial large quan- 
tities of gypsum, Eind numerous brine springs. 

Bi« iron ore is filunil in ratlous pHiia of the county ; copper, in minute quan- 
tities, bas teen discovered near LoFJipon ; sulpbaia of stmnilan. cftlcaieons spar, 
anhydrous su^liate of lime, BelenJte. p«arl spar, and occasionaUy Aoor spar, and 
aulphuret of sine, are found al LockporL Sulphur springs ate numerous ; some 
oriliem liBve consldeialile nipulatian, Tlie brine springs are Wo weali (a be of 
much praccicai value, Tl^ere la also a chalybeate spring, and one emitting car- 
buretted hydrogen gas, hi sufllciani quaniiiy to mauiBin a steady flame. Sben 
marl Is found in the swamps. 

Son. AND Vegetable PRobnorioNB. The soil is highly fertile, 
yielding grains and grasses in abundance. Fruit is cultivated 
here in great perfection. The timber is mainly oak, beech, ma- 
ple, tamarack, ash, &c. 

Pnnsuri^ A majority of the inhabitants are engaged in ngri- 
cullwal pwrsmts. The culture of wheat and the otber grains, 
occupies the attention of most of the farmers of the county. 
Butter and wool are also produced in considerable quantities. 

The Jnanuf'Cturea of the county are numerous, and constant- 
ly increaeiog in value and importance. Flour is manutactured 
in large quantities. Lumber, cotton and woollen goodsi iron 
ware, potash and leather, are the oiher principal articles pro- 
duced. Their value, in 1845, was nearly two millions of dolbrs. 

Commerce. The commerce of tiie county is quite extensive, 
both on the lalte and on the canal. Lewiston is the principal 
port on the Niagara river. 

Staple Pbodootions. Wheat is the great staple of this 
county, The other principal agricultural products, are oats, 
corn, potatoee, peas, butter and wool. 

ScHooi^. In 1846, there were in the county 158 districi 
school-houses, in which schools were maintained an average 
period of eight months each. 11,919 children received instruc- 
tion, at an expense for tuition of 813,034. The number of vol- 
umes in the district libraries was 16,612. 

ase pupjts were instructed in tivenly-nine select schools. Tbere ivere also in 

Reuoiods DEHOMiNiTioNS. Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists,, Episcopalians, Friends, Congregationaiists, Univeraahsts, 
Dutch Reformed, Lutherans, and Roman Catholics, There 
are fifty churches and fifty-nine clergymen of all denominations, 
in the county. 

History. In 1697, M. de la Salle erected a palisade fort at 
or near the site of Fort Niagara. 

In 1713, the Tuscarora Indians removed to this county from 
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North Carolina, and united themselves with the Iroquois con- 
federaoy, which thenceforth aeeumedthc name of "the Six Na- 
tions." They still hold a reservation of about 5000 acres, 
lying in the town of LewiBton. They are about 200 in number, 
aod are mostly in prosperous circumstances. They have a 
church aod school, both under the direction of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

In 1725, the French erected a fort at the mouth of the Niagara 
river, in this county, in pursuance of their design of connecting 
their Canadian settlements with those on the MisBissippi, by a 
chain of military posts. 

Here their emcient emissariee, the Jesuit missionaries, won 
the affections of the simple hearted red men, by iheir ready 
compliance with their dress and customs ; and extolling the 
power and grandeur of the French monarcha, incited them to 
deeds of aggression and bloodshed against the English. Not 
lodg after the erection of this fort, a stockade fortress, since 
known as old Fort Sohlo^ser, situated about a mile above the 
falls, was also erected. 

In 1739, Port Niagara was captured from the French, by the 
British army, under the command of Sir William Johnson. It 
was rebuilt and garrisoned anew the same year. 

During the revolution, it was held by the British, and from 
its time-stained wails, issued numerous bands of Indians and 
toriea, bound on expeditions of bloody revenge, or lawless plun- 
der, to the hapless valleys of the Schoharie and Mohawk, To 
this place, too, they brought the prisoners and scalps they had 
taken, to claim the reward which a British ministry offered for 
these evidences of tlieir own inhumanity. 

In 1796. this fort was surrendered to the United States. At 
that time there was but one white family, beside the occupanlB 
of the fort, within the present limits of the county. 

During the late war with Great Britain, the American garri- 
son, consisting of 370 men, were surprised by an unexpected 
attack iirom a force of more than 1200 British troops, who cross- 
ed the river, and after a brief but severe struggle, captured the 
fort. Sixty-five of the garrison were killed, and twenty-seven 
pieces ofordnance, with a large quantity of military etores.fell 
into the hands of the captors. In March, 1815, it was again 
surrendered to the United States. On the 14th of September, 
1826, Morgan, ofantimasonic notoriety, was confined in the 
magazine of the fort. 

There can be no flouht ihai duTing its oecupancT iy thE French, it wa»occa- 
STievoMion'dfi'^'of crime and blood were commltteil mere, whicn the light 
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i 17th of September, 1763, a company of troops, num- 



bering witli the teamstere, about 175 i . 
quantity of stores to Fort Schloaser, and hadreached the ravine 
Itnownae the Devil's Hole, on the Niagara river, when they 
■were beset by a party of Sene ;a Indisins, who were thoa in the 
FCBQch interest, and all but two murdered, or daehed to pieces 
in their fall over the precipice. 

One, a drummer, was saved by the strap of hia drum being 
caught in the branohes'of atree, in hia fall; the other, a man by 
the name of Stedmanj being well mounted, forced his way- 
through the hostile crowd and fled, at the utmost speed of hia 
horse, to Fort Schloaser. His ciothoa were riddled with balls, 
but he was unhurt. Thelndiansconsideredhisoscapeasinirac- 
ulous, and gave him a large tract of land, embracing all that ho 
had rode over in his flight. 

In December, 1S13, the British burned Lewiston, Youngs- 
town, Manchester, (now Niagara Falls village,) and the Tusca- 
rofa Indian village, alleging the burning of Newark, in Cariada 
West, by the Americana, aa an excuse for their barbarity. 
Early in December, 1837,afer the ftulure of the attack of the 
" Canadian patriots," (so called,) on Toronto, McKenzie and 
Sutherland, two of their leaders, who had escaped to the Uni- 
ted States, together with some twenty-five of their adherents, 
took possession of Navy island, in the Niagara river, above the 
Falls, and remained there nearly a month, ^lidding defiance to 
the jritish troopa, who were congregated on the Canadian 
shore, to the number of 3000 or 4000 men. 

The ranks of the " patriots" were constantly reinforced by 
volunteers from the American frontier, until they numbered 
about 600. The British fired upon them, and killed one man ; 
the fire was returned, and preparations made to crosa into Can- 
ada, when by the interposition of General Scott, the island was 
evacuated, and the patriot army dispersed. 

It was during the occupation of this island, tliat Mr. Wells, 
of Buffalo, the proprietor of a. small steamboat, called the Car- 
oline; formed the project of running hia steamer as a ferry boat, 
between Navy island and old Fort ScMoEBer,in order to accom- 
modate thenumberswho wished to paas and repass daily. 

Accordingly, on the 29lh of December, the boat commenced 
running, and having made aeveral trips during theday, vras 
moored at night, beside the wharf at Schlosaer. Numbers, 
who had been attracted by curiosity to the place, were unable 
to obtain lodgings at the tavern, the only dwelling in the vicinity, 
and sought accommodations on board the boat. 

About midnight, the watch on board the steamer observed 
a boat ajiproaching ; he hailed, but before he could give the 
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alarm, a body oC armed men from -Canada, rushed on board, 
crying "cut them down, give noqaartcr;" no resistance was 
made on board the boat ; all who could do so, escaped to the 
shore. , Five persons were known to be killed. 

The boat was cut from her moorings, towed out into the 
Btream, set on fire, and suffered to drift down the river, and over 
the falls. It was supposed that several persons were on board 
at the time she went over the cataract. This outrage produced 
great excitement on the frontier, and had weE nigh involved 
our government in a war with Great Britain. 

Villages. Lockpobt, the county seat, is a lat^e and busy 
village in the town ofthe same name. It was founded in 1831, 
and incorporated in 1^9. The Erie canal here descends, by 
five massive double locks, sixty feet. Before reaching these 
locks, in its progress eastward, the canal passes, for several 
miles, through a deep cutting of Umestone, where the walls 
of rock, on either hand, rise twenty or thirty feet above the 
level ofthe canai. The descent of the canal fuppishea an im- 
mense water power, which is peu-tially improved. The village 
has a great variety of manufactures. Several very large tiour 
mills are moperation. Population, 6800, 

Niagara Falls Village is a beautiful and thriving place, 
deriving much of its importance from its proximitj to the cata- 
ract. It has beenproposed to devote the waters ofthe Niagara 
at this place, to manufacturing purposes, but it is to be hoped 
that such a project may never be carried into execution. Popu- 
lation, 1000. 

Levnston, in the town of the same name, has considerable 
trade with Oswego, and other ports on Lake Ontario. Here is 
also a ferry across tlie Niagara river, to tlueenstown. It is the 
head of steamboat navigation on the river. Population, 900. 

Yonngstcnen la a thriving little village in the town of Porter. 
It has a good steamboat landing, and is connected with the vil- 
lage of Niagara, in Canada, by asteam ferry. Population, 700. 

Middleport,ia the town of Roya\toa, is a village of some im- 
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5, 81,488,283. 




7. Bethel, ISOfl. 

8. FalUburyh, 1823. 

9. Cochectonj 1828. 
10. Forrestburgh, IS38. 
U. Callikoon,]843. 



1. Mamakating, 1799. 

2. Lumberlatid, 1798. 

3. Nevisink, 1798. 

4. Rnckland, 1793. 

5. Thompaon, 1804. 

6. Liberty, 1807. 
Xountains. P. Shawatigunk mountains. 

Sivers. H. Delaware rivet. R. Neviaink. a. CoUikoon, e. Mon- 
gsup. g. Bashe'akill. k. Beaverkill. i. Little Beaverkill. 

Fall). On theMongflUp and Nov-ialnk, Fallsburgh andForrestburgh. 

Lakei. i. White Lake. 1. Long Pond. m. Round, n. Sand. 

Canals. Delaware ai^d Hudson canal. 

Villagei. MoNTtcELLO. Bloomingsburgh, Wurtiborough. Falls- 
burgh. Cochecton. 
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BouNOARiEs. North by Delaware and Ulster counties ; East 
by Ulster and Orange; South by Orange county and the Dela- 
ware river ; and West by the Delaware river. 

SusFACE, Hilly and mountainous. The Shawangunli moun- 
taina occupy the eastern seclion of the county. The weetern face 
of these mountains is precipitous, but they descend by a gentle 
declivity on the east. The remainder of the county has an ele- 
vated sorfece, divided into numerous ridgea, by the streams 
which interaect it 

Btvebb. The Delaware forms the south-western boundary of 
the county ; the other principal streams are the Collikoon, Mon- 
gaup and Nevisink rivers, Bashe's, Beaver and Little Beaver 
kills. 

Lakes. The county abounds with small lakes, among which 
are White Lake, Long Pond, Round Pond, and Sand Pond. 

Cawals. The Delaware and Hudson canal passes through 
the valley of Bashe's kill. 

CuMATE. Cold but healthy. Vegelationie about two weeks 
later than in Ulster and Orange counties. In Bome parts of the 
county frost occurs every month. 

Geology ano Minbeials. This county comprises several 
geological formations of interest. The western half, and a 
tion of the northern section, belong to the old red sands 
formation, or CatskiU. group ; the central and southern porti ms 
are composed of the Chemung sandstone and shales; as we 
proceed eastward we encounter successively the limestones ol' 
the Hamilton group, the Helderberg limestones, the gray Sha- 
wangunk sandstone smd grit, which forma the largest portion of 
the surface rock of the county ; and the Hudson river slate. 

The number of mtnerals la not large. In Uie vicinity of Wunsboiough, and in 
other pans of tbe county, mines of lead ore huve been opened, nhicb piomiae to 
lie productive and valuable. CrjalalliMd iron and copper pyrites, Bulpliu(el of 
Bine, and quarla crystals of great beauty, have been found in conneclieti with Uje 

Son. AKD Vegetable Productions. The soil of the uplands 
is fertile and well adapted to the production of the grasses and 
more hardy grains. In (he valley of the Delaware it is cold and 
wet. The county is well adapted to grazing. . The timber con- 
eists principally of pine, hemlock, beech, maple, linden, oak and 
tulip tree. But little more than one tenth of the soil is vmder 
cultivation. 

PoRsniTs. The people of this county are mostly devoted to 
agTncuUtcre. But little graia is raised, and that principally 
corn, oats and buckwheat. The products of the dairy receive 
considerable attention. 

Manufactures. Leather and lumber are extensively manu- 
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factured. Tlie latter finds its way to market by tlie Delaware 

Commerce. The Delaware and Hudson eanal fiirnishee an 
easy mode of transportation for the produce of the eastern sec- 
tion of the county. The Delaware river is navigable in the 
spring, and immense quantities of lumber are ral'ted down it. 

Mines. There are lead mines near Wurtzborough, m the 
town of Mamakating. 
Staples. Oata, corn, butter, beef, pork, lumber and leather. 
Schools. In 1846, there mere in the county, 118 district 
Bchool-hous6s, in which 6338 children were instructed at an ex- 
pense for tuition, of S8793. The schools were in session an 
average period of eight months each. The district libraries 
contained 10,379 volumes. 

There were also eight seiect Bchools, wilh 178 scholarB, and one Boademy with 
IJiirleen pupils. 

Eeuoioue Denominations. Methodists, Presbyteriane.Dutch 
Reformed, Baptists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, and 
Friends. Total number of churches, twenty-eight; of clergy- 
men, twenty-three. 

HisroBT. In 1777, or 1778, several persons havingbeen killed 
by the Indians in Rochester, Ulster county, the commander of 
the garrison at Honkhill, in Wawarsiiig, who had two or three 
hundred troops under his command, determined to intercept the 
Indians on their return, and punish them for their barbarities. 
He accordingly called for volunteers, and Lieutenant John Gra- 
hams offered his services. They were accepted, and with a 
lieutenant's guard, consisting of twenty men, he made his way 
to a place since called Grahamsville, in the town of Nevisink. 
Unpracticed intheartsof Indian warfare, they were no match 
for their wily foes. The Indians decoyed tiiem from their posi- 
tion, induced them to waste their fire upon a single Indian, and 
then shot them down, and scalped them. BiittJiree of thenum- 
ber escaped to carry to Uie garrison the intelligence of the loss 
of their comrades. 

The town of Mamakating belonged to the Minisink patent, 
and was settled by the Dutch at an early period. The remain- 
der ofthecounty belonged to the Hardenburgh patent, and was 
not occupied till near the commencement of the present century. 
The emigrants, with the exception of those who located at 
Mamakating, were mostly from -Jie eastern states. Thecounty 
was named in honor of General Sullivan, of revolutionary 
memory. 

Villages. Montccello, in the town of Thompson, was found- 
ed in 1804, by Messrs. S. F.and J. P. Jones, and made the county 
seatat the organization of the county in 1809. Population, 700. 
a pleasant village, in the town of Mama- 
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katiiig. It is in the midst of a line agricultaral coutiti-y. It has 
an academy. Population, 600. 

Wwtzborough, in the same town, is a flourishing village, 
named afler the projector of the Delawiire and Hudson canal. 
Near the village is a lead mine of considerable importance. 
Population, 500. 

liberty, FaJlstnirgh^ and CocTieclon, in the towns of the same 
names, are villages of considerable importance. 



XLV. SCHENECTADY COUNTY. 




I. Schenectady, 16S4. 
9. Princeton, 1798. 
3. Duanesburgh, 180]. 
Hiver). AA. Schoharie k 
Lakes, e. Maria. 
Cities and Villages. Sci 



4. Neakayuna, 1809. 
fl. Glenville, 1820. 
a. Rotterdam, 3820. 
F. Mohawk river, a, Notman's kill 



Dua 



esburgh. Rotterdam. 



BoDNBAniES. North by Montgomery andSaratoga; Eagtby 
Saratoga ; South by Albany and Schoharie ; and West by Scho- 
harie, counties. 

ScRFACB. The surface of Schenectady county is agreeably 
diversified with hills, plains aod valleys. Flint hill extends 
16* 
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through apart of the southern section, and aspurof theKaya- 
deroBseras range passes through the town of Glenville, nearly to 
Schenectady. On the banks of the rivers are extensive flats. 

Rivers. The Mohawk, Schoharie kill and Norman'e kill, are 
the principal streams. 

Lakes. Lake Maria Ib a email body of water inDuaneshurgh. 

Cahais. The Brio canal crosece the Mohawk near the east- 
ern line of the county, and passes along the sooth west hank of 
that river, 

Raclboads- It has four lines of railroads, the Mohawk and 
Hudson, Troy, Saratoga Eind Utica railroads, all centering- in 
the city of Schenectady. 

Climate. The climate of this county is mild and ealubrious, 
but subject to considerable extremes of temperature. 

Gbolooy and MiNEBAia. The Hudson rivergroup, consisting 
of grits and shales, or slaty rocks, is the prevaihng surface rock 
of this county. The Utica slate makes its appearance in the 
neighborhood of GlenviUe. The whole county is overlaid by 
clay and gravel, to the depth of from fifty to one hundred feet. 

Bog iron ore occurs near Uie line of Albany counly. Tliere are Mverallocal- 

SoiL AND Veoetablb Phoddctfo.ns. The soil is various. The 
extensive alluvial tracts along the Mohawk and other streams, 
are exceedingly fertile. The hilie and plains are either a light 
sandy or olay loam, less fertile, and sometimes barren. 

Pine and oak are the principal forest trees. 

PcBBUiTS. Agrkultvre is the leading pursuit of the inhabit- 
ants. Wheat and barley are extensively raised. The rearing 
of cattle occupies some attention. 

Manufacturers are quite limited. Flour, cotton goods, iron 
and leather are tlie principal articles. 

Commerce- By means of its canal and railroads this county 
enjoys ample facilities for the transportation of its produce. 

Staple Productions. Oats, potatoes, corn, barley, rye, buck- 
wheat, wheat, butter and cheese. 

Schools. This county had in 1846, seventy-five common 
schools, with 3614 pupils. They were taught an average pe- 
riod of e^ht months, at an expense oi' §4960. The district 
libraries numbered 7115 volumes. 

Thf re were two select schools, with twenty-iwo schoteis ; nn acafleniy ivilli 

Rkugioos Dbnominations. Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians 
Methodists, Baptists, Episcojjalians, Universaiists, Roman 
Catholics and Friends. The wliole numbBr of churches is 
twenty four, of clergymen, thirty-four. 
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History. This county was one of the first settled in the 
state. Previous to the year 1630 several Dutch traders estab- 
lished thamselves here, to tratHc with the Indians (or furs. 

The first grant of lands was made in 1661, to Arendt Van 
Corlaer and others, on condition that they purchased the soil from 
the natives. The deed was obtained in 1672, and signed by 
four Mohawk chiefs. It comprised a part of the present city of 
Schenectady. 

In November, 1665, Governor Nichols granted to Mr. Alex- 
ander Lindsay Glen, a Scotch gentleman of ancient and noble 
descent, a tract lying on the Mohawk, and comprising moat of 
the present town of Glenville, Mr. Glen resided for a number 
of years in Albany and Schenectady, and in 1690 removed to 
his patent, where, in 1713, he erected a country seat, which he 
named Scotia, and which is elill standing. 

According to tradition, Neskaytma was settled in 1640. A 
patent for land in this town was granted to Harmon Vodder, in 
1664. 

On the eighth of February, 1690, the village of Schenectady, 
then containing sixty-three houses and a church, was burned, 
and sixty-three of its inhabitants murdered twenty-seven car- 
ried captive, and others perished from the seventy of the sea- 
son, in the attempt to escape. 

The marauders who thus rushed upon the sleeping and de- 
fenceless inhabitants, hke wolvet upon the sheep fold were a 
party of 200 Frenchmen and about fifty Indian" from Canada, 
who had nearly perished from hungei and cold m their murder 

Having plundered and destroyed the village, thej commenced 
their return, but were pursued by the Albany militia and the 
Indians friendly to the English, and twcnty-flve of their number 
killed. 

In 1748, the Canadian Indians made another hostile incursion 
into the county, and killed a Mr. Daniel Toll, who had gone 
about three miles from Schenectady, in search of some stray 
horses. On receiving intelligence of his murder, about sixty 
young men, frran Schenectady, started in quest of the enemy. 
They were soonBUrprisedbyaparty of Indians in ambush, and 
more than half their number were killed. The remainder suc- 
ceeded in reaciiing a house near by, where they kept the enemy 
at bay, till the Schenectady militia came to their aid, when the 
Indians fled and returned to Canada. Thirty-two young men, 
of the best families of Schenectady, fell in this afilray. 

The county was, with few exceptions, settled by the Dutch, 
and remained a part of Albany county until. 1809. 
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Cities and Villages. Schenectady city, the seat of justice 
for the county, is eituated on the south branch of the Mohawk 
river, fifteen miles northwCRt of Albany. As has been already 
stated, it was founded at a very early peri d. 

Previous to the construction of the Erie canal, it was a place 
of very considerable business, as goods intended for the western 
trade were shipped upon the Mohawk at this place. After the 
completion of the canal, most of fJiis trade was transferred to 
Albany; but the numerous railroads which now center here, 
have given it a new impulse, and its business ttod population 
have materially increased within a few years past. 

The city has some manufactories — the principal are flour, 
paper, cotton goods, iron, leather, tobacco, malt liquors, &c. 
Population 6555. 

Union College, which is located here, was founded in 1795, 
and receiveditsnamefromthefact that its founders were mem- 
bers of different religious denominations. It has a corps of 
eleven professors, and three principal edifices, two of brick and 
one of stone. Its apparatus is very complete, and its library 
large and valuable. It is amply endowed, and has property to 
the amount of 8450,000. Attached to the college building is a 
tract of land, 250 acres in estent, a part of which is laid out in 
walks and pleasure grounds. Its situation is highly picturesQue, 

Rotterdam is a small manufacturing village, in the town of 
the same name. 

Duaneshurgh is a village of some importance. 
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1. Kent, fT88. 4. Patterson, 17B5. 

2. PhilipBtown, nS8. 5. Southeast, 1795. 

3. Carmel. 1795. 6. Putnam Valley. 1838. 
Mountaim. FF. Highlands. V. Taghkaiiic Range. 

Peaka. o. Anthony's Nose, d. Sugar Loaf. e. Bull Hill. f. Break- 
neck HiO. 
Sivera, C. Hudson River. S. Croton. b, PeekakilL 
Lakes, {{c, Mahopaok Pond. i. Shaw's Pond. 
Villages. Cahmkl. Cold Spring. 

BoDNDAHiEB. North by Dutchess county East by the Btite 
of Connecticut ; South by Westcheeter countj and W est hy 
the Hudson river. 

Sdbpace. Putnam is one of the most monntainouB countit,^ 
in the state. The hills are not, however generall) abrupt or 
precipitous, but rounded and susceptible ot cuttivalion almoht 
to their summitB, It is well adapted to grazing 

The Highlands extend across the western part of the countj 
The range commences at the river, in the southwest corner ot 
Philipstown, and takes a northe^terly course, extending into 
Dutchess county. In Philipstown there are several considera- 
ble peaka, the most prominent of which are Anthony's Nose, 
Sugar Loaf, Eull .Hili, Breakneck Hill, and High Peak. The 
highest of these peaks is 1580 feet above the level of the Hudson. 

In the easter ii part the Taghkanic range extends through the 
count , from north to south. 

Rivers. Beside the Hudson, which forms the western bound- 
ary of the county, the Croton river and its branches, and the 
Paekskiil, are the only streams worthy of notice. 



: I, Google 



6b'4 STATE OP NEW VDRK. 

Lakes. Mahopack and Shaw's pondj. in the town of Car- 
mel, are the ooly hodiea of water of importance. The first is 
nine milea in circumference, and has two ielandii ; the other is 
much smaller in estent. 

The climate is healthful, though cool. 

Geology jind Minerals. This county belongs to the eoutli- 
eastern primitive district of the state. Granite, gneiea, and 
primitive limestone are the principal rocks. In the town ofPat- 
terson, mid at several other points in the county, beds of trans- 
ition limestone occur. They are, however, of small extent. 

The principal minerBls of this couDiy aie iron ore, of ilie mBgneiic snd beoiB- 

copper ores, chfome Jron ore, serpenllne, asliesRn, dolomlle, tremoUle. pyrojene, 
«apo!ilo, epidnle, siioon, epliene. slbiie, grapiilie, peal, and phoaphaie of lime. 

Soil and Veqetable Proouctions. As might be expected 
from its geological character, the timber is principally oak, 
chestnut, ash, maple, hickory, &c. The soil is perhaps natu- 
rally sterile, but treated with plaster, produces luxuriant crops 
of blue grass, herds-grass, and clover. The appearance of the 
farms indicate that the owners are possessed of competence. 

PuRsoiTS. Agriculture is the principal pursuit of the inhab- 
itants. Considerable attention is paid to the dairy, and to the 
rearing of cattle, sheep, swine and fowls. Much of the pro- 
duce exposed for sate in IheNew York markets is brought from 
this county. 

Manufaciures receive some attention. 

The West Point foundry, at Cold Spring, is the largest in the 
United States, and employs more than four hundred men. 
There are one or two other foundries in the.county. The other 
manu&ctvirea are of comparatively little importance. There 
are iron mines in Philipstown, Putnam Valley and Southeast. 

Cwamerce. There is but oa^ good landing on the Hudson in 
this county, that of Cold Spring-. Some commerce is carried 
on from this point. 

Staple Pboductions. Butter, beef, wool and mutton are 
the principal staples. Calves, lambs, fowls, dtc, are also car- 
ried to the New York market in large quantities. 

ScHOOLa. There are ia the county sixty three public schools. 
Inl846| theseschoois were taught on an average nine months; 
3245 children received instruction, a - - - 

libraries of the district contained 8( 
also, ten private schools, with 124 pupils. 

RELieioua Denominations. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Episcopalians, Roman CathoUca and Friends. 

History. This county was settled at an early period, but re- 
mained attached to Dutchess till 1813. At the base of the Sugar 
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Loaf, in Piiilipatown, siands Beverly lioiise, Fovmerly the resi- 
dence of Col- Beverly Robinson, a loyalist, who, during tlie rev- 
olution, went with hia family to New Yofk, and thence to Great 
Britain. His ^tate was confiscated by the legialatuie, and hia 
family baiiished. This house was the head quarters of General 
Putnam, General Parsons, and the traitor Arnold. It was here 
that Arnold received the intelligence, that his treason was re- 
vealed, and from the landing on this estate he made his escape 
on board the British sloop Vulture. 

From tlie foot of the peak called Anthony's Nose, to Fort 
Montgomery, a chain and boom were stretched, by order of the 
continental cougress, in the autumn of 1776, for the purpose of 
obstructing navigation, and preventing the enemy from ascend- 
ing the Hudson. This chain was broken the same year, by the 
British. 

In 1778, CaptEiin Machin, the engineer who had constructed 
the former chain, superintended the makingof another, of twice 
its diameter, which extended from West Point, to a battery at 
Constitution Island. This was never broken by the enemy, but 
weia taken up every autumn, and replaced in the spring. It 
weighed 186 tons. 

Villages, Cabmel, in the town of the same name, is the seat 
of justice for the county. In picturesque beauty, and healthful- 
nesa of situation, Carmei is surpassed by few villages in the 
state. Declining gradually to the shore of Shaw's lake, abeau- 
tifu! sheet of water, it presents one of the loveliest landscapes 
on which the eye can rest. Population 350. 

Cold Spring, on the baiik of the Hudson, in Phiiipatown, 
is a thriving village, supported mainly by the mammoth iron 
foundry, about a mile from the landing. Population 1500. 

S(mlh£ast is a well watered and fertile town. Joe's Hill a 
noted eminence, extends west from Connecticut, into the centre 
of the town. 

Iron ore is abundantin this town, and of good (jiiality. There 
are several ponds of considerabic size. 
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1. Queenabury, HSS. 




e. Hague, iscn. 






7. Chester, about 


3. Athol, about 1800. 




8. Caldwell, leiO 


4. Bolton, about 1805. 




9. Warrenaburgh, 






10. Horicon, 1933. 


Mountaiiu. EE. Kayaderosseras 


HH. Clinton, ti 


Siven. C. Hudson, e 


Jess up' 


Creek, f, Scliroo 


Lakes. X. George, l 


Schrooii 


d. Brant. 


Falls, k. Hadlay. n. 


Glen's. 


. Baker's. 


Battle meld. Caldwel 
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North by Ksses i East by Washington; Soulh 
by Saratoga, and West by Hamilton county. 

Surface. This county, with the exception ofa small portion 
on the south, has a very elevated and rugged surface. The Lu- 
zerne or Palmertown range of mountains traverses the eastern 
section, the Kayaderosseras the central, and the Clinton range 
the western portion of the county. Many of their summits at- 
tain an altitude of from 800 to 1300 feet. The towns of War- 
renaburgh and Luzerne, are comparatively level. 

Rivers. The Hudson, Schroon Branch and Jessup's creek, are 
the principal streams. They have a southerly direction through 
the county. 

Falls. Hadley, Jessup's, and Glen'sfalls, are on the Hudson. 

Lakes. Lake George, which has already been described, and 
Schroon lake are the most important 

Climate. Cold but healthy. 

Geology and Mikbhals. With the exception ofa small bed 
of Trenton limestone, in the valleys in the southeast part of the 
county, the whole county isprimitive— composed of gneiss, with 
some hypersthene, granite and primitive Um.estone. Serpentine 
is also found in veins between the predominant rocks. 

oMiB in large mosaoa: potcelain clay, black marble of very fine quaUiy, {fiom 
Uie vicinlly of Glen's Falls,) veiil entlque, blaok lead or KtapMte, and peat, aro Iha 
most impottaiit of Ills useful minerals. Besides Ihese, fluor, zircon, pyiitee. mas- 
sive feHspar, loiirmallne, rulile, rhomb spar, guarK oryatals of greal beajiy, -ni 

Soil and Vegetable Productions. The soil of the greater 
part of the county is eterile. Some fertile land, however, ia 
found in the narrow valleys, and in the level portions above 
mentioned. A heavy growth of timber covers its hills, consist- 
ing of pine, spruce, fir, cedar, oak, maple, beech, elm and ash. 

PuRsniTs- Agriculture is the leading pursuit ; but the seitie- 
mente are sparse, and m many sections the gigantic timber 
ia not yet felted. Many of the inhabitants are eng^iged in pre- 
paring lumber for market. The county seems to be very well 
adapted to grazing ; corn, oats and potatoes also succeed well. 

The ■manufactures are those common to a new country! 
lumber, leather, potash, flour and fulled cloths. At Gien'a Falls, 
marble is also largely manufectured. The quantity of lumber 
sent to market from this county is very great. 

The commerce of the county is mostly confined to the trans- 
portalion of its own produoUons to market, by the Champlain 
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Schools. In 1846, there were 115 district scliools, sustaiied 
an average period of six months each, and at an expense for 
teachers wages of $4869. The number of Bcholars was 4993, 
and of volumes in theschool libraries 7951. There were eleven 
private Bchoole, with 525 echolars, and one academy, with 
nine^-flve pnpiia. 

Relotious Dbhomlnations. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, Friends, Universal! ats, and Episcopalians. The whole 
number of churches is twenty-eight, of clergymen, thirty-lour. 

HisTORV. In the French war of 1754— 63, a number of inter- 
esting events occured in this county. 

In August, 1755, Genera! Johnson, (afterwards Sir William,) 
led a force of about 5000 troops, including 1000 Indians, under 
the command of Hendriclt, the celebrated Mohawk chieftain, to 
attack Crown Point. About the last of the month he encamped 
at the south end of Lake George, and made preparations to 
convey his troops, by water, to the foot of the Lake. The Ba- 
ron Dieekau, the commander of the French forces, meantime, 
had descended the lake in search ot his antagonist. On the 8th 
of September, (Jeneral Johnson received intelligenci. ol his ap- 
proach, and despatched Colonel W illiams with 1200 men to 
attack him. 

Taking advantage of the dense forests, Dienkau had lormed 
his troops in a crescent, and W ilb'ims erelong lound himself 
surrounded by the enemy. He boon fell at did Hendrick both 
fighting with the utmost bravery Lieutenant Colonel Whitmg, 
of New Haven, Connecticut, the second in command, ordered 
a retreat, which he conducted wiliv such skill and intrepidiQ', 
that his troops returned to the camp without disorder, and took 
their places in the ranks. 

Dieskau pressed on in pursuit, but halting his men, to arrange 
them for the onset upon the English camp, the English forces 
recovered their firmness and awaited his attack without die- 
order. The Indians, in the employ of the French, were soon 
driven off by the cannon, and fled. 

Dieskau led up the main body of his troops, but in vain ; they 
were repulsed again and again, and after an obstinate action of 
five hours, the English, leaping over the breastwork, engaged 
the French hand to hand, and soon put them to flight. Dies- 
kau was mortally wounded and taken prisoner. The loss of 
the French was very severe. The British commander. Gene- 
ral Johnson, was wounded in the early part of the conflict, and 
resigned the command to General Lyman. 

For this success, the first which had attended the English 
arms during the war, General Johnson was rewarded with a 
baropetcy and a donaUon of £5000. 
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The day following the 'i.it'!" p d'H'^r-h" ent from Fort Ed- 
ward attacked the fugitives of Dieekau's army, on French moun^ 
tain, and killed the greater part of them. 

Sir William did not proceed after this vi. t y to Crown Point, 
which if attacked might have been easily carried, but satisfied 
himself with erecting and fortifying Fort William Henry at the 
head of Lake Georg . 

In August, 1757, thia fort was taken by the Marquis de Mont- 
cahn, the commander of the French forces. Colonel Monroe, 
who commanded the garrison, made a brave resistance, but the 
failvire of General Webb to send him reinforcements, and the 
want of ammunition, at length compelled him to capitulate, 
which he did on the most honorable terms. 

No eooner, however, had the French obtained possession of 
the fort, than the terms of capitulation were most shamefully 
broken; the Indians rushed upon the defenceless troops, and 
plundered and murdered them without reeistajice. MontcaJra 
had promised an escort, but it was withheld, and they were 
compelled to flee, as best they might, from the murderous as- 
saults of savages thirsting for blood. The wounded and the 
women and children were the first io fall victims to their bar- 
barity, but the more able-bodied did t escape. It was com- 
puted that nearly 1500 were thus butchered. 

The fort was destroyed by Moatcahn. Fort George was 
erected as a substitute for it, on a more commanding site, but 
was never the scene of any important action. Burgoyne de- 
posited most of his stores here in 1777. 

Many interesting incidents also occurred during the French 
war, along the shores of the Horicon lake. At Sabbath-day 
Point, in 1756, a party of Provincial troops defeated a force of 
French and Indians, who attacked them. Here, too, Lord Am- 
herst, with his army, stopped on a Sabbath morning lor re- 
freshment. 

Rogersi' Rock, is noted as the place where that bold and fear- 
less partizan eluded the pursuit of the Indians, and gave them 
the impreasion that he had escaped down the face of the pre- 
cipice. 

The name of Piers I d ma ks the spot wiiere Eng- 
lish t risoners were c ii d du g h French war. Howe's 
Point, the spot wher Ih b d much lamented young 

nobleman landed, imm d p us to the battle of Ticon- 

deroga, in which he w in 

The first settlemen e n was made about 1770, at 

Luzerne and Clueensb gh h b ghwas settled in 1790. 

The Jessup patent, n u n art of the county, com- 
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prised 40,000 acres of land. It was granted in 1774, to a large 
company. The town of Caldwell was tbunded by Mr. James 
Caldwell, a large landed proprietor. In most parts of the 
county the population is sparse. 

Villages, Caldwell, the shire town of the county, is de- 
lightfully situated on the southern extremity of Lake George. 
It abounds with interesting associations connected with the 
early history of this county. Population 300. 

BlcHii y Pond, a short distance southeast of the village, cora- 
memoratep by its name the bloody cocflict of September 6th, 
1755. The bodies of nearly 1000 of the slain, mostly French- 
men, were thrown into it, 

GleiCs Falls, located on the north bank of the Hudson, in 
the town of Q,ueeneburgh, was incorporated in 3839. It is 
largely engaged in the manufacture of marble, lime, and lum- 
ber. The marble is found on both sides of the river, and is 
highly prized for the beauty of its color, (black) and its free- 
dom from flaws. The falls at this place have a total descent of 
fifty feet, affording' great hydraulic power, and presenting a 
picturesque and beautiliillandscape. Abridge 600 feet in length 
crosses the river just above the falls. The navigable feeder 
of the Ohamplain canal passes through the village. Here ts 
an incorporated academy, and a female seminary. Population 
2500. 

Chester, in the town of the same name, is a pleasant village, 
situated in the midst of a fertile country. The " Sione Bridge" 
in the northern part of the town of Chester, is a great natural 
curiosity. The stream which it crosses, enters the county from 
Esses, about thirty rods above the bridge, where it falls over a 
rocky precipice into a natural basin ; thence, turning to the east, 
it divides into two branches ; the northern passing under an arch 
of granite forty feet high and about eighty feet diord, diminish- 
ing in size as the stream descends ; this branch may be followed 
156 feet from the entrance ; the southern and larger branch forces 
its way through the rock, by a passage which is explored with 
great difficulty, being at times narrow and confined, and at 
others opening into caverns of great depth, and thirty or forty 
feet in diameter. At the distance of 247 feet from the entrance, 
the two streams, having united during their subterranean pas- 
sage, again make their appearance, beneath a precipice fifty- 
four feet high, which terminates the bridge. TI.e arch on this 
side is five feet high and ten wide. 



: I, Google 



XLVm, OSWEGO COUNTY. 




I. Mexico, ny3. 
3. Redfield, 1800. 

3. ■Williamstown, 1804. 

4. Volney, ISOO. 

5. Hannibal, 1806. 

6. Kchland, 1601. 

7. Cooatantis, 1808. 

8. Scriba, 1811. 

9. New HaveD, I8I.3. 
10. Orwell, 1817. 

II. Oswego, 1818. 



12. Granby, 1818. 

13. Hastings, 1825. 

14. Albion, ISaS. 

15. Sasdy Creek, 18Q5. 
J6. Bojislon, 1828. 

17. Parish, 1828. 

18. Amboy, 1830. 
IB. Palermo, 1833. 
90. Schroeppel, 1832. 
21. West Monroe, 1830, 

!. Green boro, 1844. 



Sivers. a. Oswego River, i. Oneida Outlat. b. Little Sandy Creek. 

c. Salmon River, d. Salmon Creek, e. Deer Creek, h. Oswego 

Falls. 
Lakes and Bays. J. Ontario. Z. Oneida, k. Fish. 1. Mexjro Bay. 

f. Little andy Creok Bay. 
Battle Melda. Sacketta Harbor. 
F^rU. Oswego. Ontariu. 
Village!. PrLAsKi. Oswego. Fulton. Mekico. 
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BouNDAKLES. NorlJi by Lake Ontario and Jefferson county ; 
East by Lewis and Oneida ; South by Oneida Lake, Onondaga 
and Cayuga counties, and Weet by Cayitga and Lake Ontario. 

SuRfAOE. Ttie aoutheaatern, southern and western portions 
of the county are level, the interior roUing, and the northern 
portion rising into hilla. A ridge, 110 feet in height, runs wes- 
terly through the county, about eight miles north of the south- 
ern boundary, forming- the watershed or dividing line between 
the northernand southern waters. The Oaweg-o breaks through 
this at the great falls at Fulton in the town of Volney. 

Rivers. The Oswego is the principal river of the county. 
The other important streamaare Salmon river, Salmon creek, 
Little Sandy and Catfish creeks, flowing into Lake Ontario; 
Scriba and Bay creelis, flowing into Oneida Lake, and Scott 
and Black creeks, tributaries ol the Oswego. The west branch 
of Fish creek, from Oneida county, drains some of the eastern 
towns of this county. 

Lakes, Bays, &c. Lake Ontario washes tlie whole north- 
western boundary of the county. Oneida lake formsnearly one- 
third of its southern boundary. Fish lake, and several other 
small ponds add to its picturesque beauty, Mexico bay is an 
indentation of Lake Ontario some ten miles broad. Little 
Sandy Creek bay is a small land-looked inlet from the lake 
in the northwestern part of the county. 

The Oswego canal, which connects the Brie canal with Lake 
Ontario, passes through the southwestern portion of the county, 
following the valley of the Oswego river. 

CuMATB. The climate, mfluenced by its proximity to the 
ledte, is more uniform than in some of the other counties. Fruits 
thrive well. It is considered heailhful. 

Gboloby and Minerals. The geological formations of 
this county ari? v ry simple, The basis rock is a slaty sand- 
stone, making its appearance on the surface in the northwest 
section of the county. Grey sandstone overlies this on the east, 
extending into Lewis county. Red sandstone comes nest in 
order, and covers the southern portion of the county, except a 
narrow strip along the south border. The Clinton group, 
(limestone,) occurs in several sections of tlie county, but is gen- 
erally thickly covered with alluvial depoeila. 

The county Ass no minerals of imporlanoe. There is s siiiKle kicBllly of Ijog 
jran ore, and some weak brJne flprings, Iti Ihe red sondflone formarion. 

Soil ano Vegetable Productions. The soil is generally 
rich and fertile, but better adapted to grazing than the growuig 
of grain. The timber is oak, pine, beech, basswood, ash, but- 
ternut and hemlock. The grass crops are very large and of fine 
quality. 
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PisnsuiTs, Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority o( the in- 
habitants. The cuitQi-e of grain and the rearing of cattle, 
sheep, and Bwine,eacii receive a large share of attention. Tlie 
county is usually reckoned one of the first of the grazing coun- 
ties. Oats and corn are raised to a greater extent than wheat. 

Manufactures. Some attention ia paid to manufactures, and 
such ia tiie amount and convenience of the hydraulic power of 
the county, that we may anticipate a great increase in this re- 
spect, when the county becomes more fully settled. At present, 
flour, leather, and fulled cloths, are the principal articles pro- 
duced. 

Commerce. The commerce of this county is large, Oswego 
being one of the best ports on Lake Ontario. Much of the Can- 
ada trade enters the state from this direction, as well as that 
from Lake Erie by the Welland canal. The commerce on the 
canal ia also very large.* 

Staple Prcdugtioss. Butter, c eese, wool and oats. 

Schools. There are 272 district school-houses in the county. 
In 1846, Bchoola were taught on an average eight months. 
17,143 children received instruction, at aa expense of $17,838. 
The district libraries contained 24,511 volumes. 

There were in ibe county, twenlj-two prtiale schools, wlUi 403 pupUs, and three 
academies, with 173 sludenlB. 

RBLiGioDS Dehominatio^-s. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
riane, Coagregationalista, Episcopalians, Dutch Reformed, and 
Roman Catholics. There are fifty-two churches, and seventy- 
two clergymen of all denominations in the county. 

HisTORV. In 1732, under the direction of Giovernor Burnet, 
a trading housi^ was erected at Oswego, on the east side of the 
river. In 1726, in order to prevent the encroachment of the 
French, G vernor Burnet erected old Fort Oswego, on the 
west side of the river. In 1755, Fort Ontario, on the east side 
of the river, was constructed, under the direction of Governor 
Shirley! On the 14th ol August, 1753, both these forts, with a 
garrison of 1600 men, and a large quantity of ammunition, were 
surrendered to the French, under Montcalm, who had be- 
sieged them with a well appointed force of 5000 men, and met 
vritb stubborn and long continued resistance. 

In 1759, the pentagonal fort, called Fort Oswego, was built 
The post was surrendered to the United Slates, by the British 
Government, by the treaty of 1794. 

During the late war, its garrison, i ommandeS by Lieutenant 
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Colonel Mitchell, with an effective Ibrce of leas than 300 men, 
sustained an attack Irom the British force, which consisted of 
more than 3000 troops, for two days, and finall/ retreated in 
good order, with a lose during the whole conflict of i ly forty- 
four in killed and wounded, while Ihe loes of the enemy was 
235. TheBriti h, chagrined at their want of suciesfi, e^acua- 
ted the fort in about twelve houra. 

Fort Oswego, oa the east o'" t'e river, occupies a station 
alittlenorthof Fort Ontario, and has recently been repaired 
by the United St ites government It is one of the most impor- 
tant military posts on the lake. 

Thesettlementofthe county did not commence till after tlie 
Revolution. The towns west of Osw, go ri p belonged to the 
Military Tract, and were granted by the state to otficers and 
soldiers of the New York line. 

The townships i the east side of the river constitute a part 
of " Scriba's patent." These lands were originally granted by 
the state to Nicholas Roosevelt, of New York, but he not com- 
plyi iih the terms of the purchase, a large portion of them 
were sold to George Scriba, a native of Germany, and then an 
opule merchant in New York. The toivn of Richland, part 
i' Volney, and about o e half of Scriba, were purchased by 
Messrs, Alexander Hamilton, J. Lawrence, and J. B. Church. 
• ViLLiGEB. Oswego village, situated o o, sides of the 
Oswego river, in the towns oC Oswego and Scriba, is the half 
shire town of the county. As the terminus of Uie Oswego ca- 
nal, it is a place of considerable importance, having an exten- 
sive forwarding trade. It has an inexhaiastiHIe water power, 
and is largely engaged in manufactures. Its Hour 1 s are of 
great size. The harbor is rtificial, and is formed by two piers, 
extending from the mouth of the river, one 1250 feet \ang, the 
other S50. These were erected by the general government, at 
an expense of $93,000, The village ia regularly laid out and 
well built. Population about 6000. 

Pulaski, tlie other county seat, is a small but thriving village, 
in the town of Richland. It has valuable water privileges, as 
yet but partially improved. Population 800. 

Mexico, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village, 
situated on Salmon creek. It has some manufactures, and an 
academy of some note. Population 600. 

Orweil. The fells of the Salmon river at this place are wor- 
thy of notice. The stream is about ten rods wide, and after 
rushing over rocks for about two miles, plunges perpendicularly 
107 feet. The banks of the stream are eighty feet high above 
the falls, and about 300 below them. 

Fulton is a large and busy village, in the town of Volney, en- 
gaged in manuiactures. for which the falls in the Oswego, fur- 
nish ample facilities. Population 2400. 
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I>. Hector, 1813. 

7. Groton, 1817. 

8. Lansing, 1817. 
0. Enfield, ISai. 



1. Ulysses, 1801. 

2. Dryden, 18D3. 

3. Caroline, 1811. 

4. Danby, 1811. 

5. Newfield, 1811. 
Riven, a. Fall Creek, b. Salmon, c. Six Mile. 8. Halsey's. 
FalU. f. Taghannuc falls in Ulysses. Falls at Ithaca. 

Lakes. ' BB. Seneca, DD. Cayuga. 
Villages. Ithaca. Trumanaburgli. 

BonWDARiEB. North by Seneca and Cayuga counties ; East 
by Cortland and Tioga; South by Tioga and Chemung, and 
West by Chemung county and Seneca lake. 

ScRFACB. Tompkins county forms a portion of the great table 
land of Western New York. Its tjouthern portion ie moet ele- 
17 
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vated, rising from 1300 Co 1400 feet above tide water while oh 
the shores of Cayuga and Seneca lakes it ts 800 or 900 feet 
lower. 500 feet of this depression, however, occure within two 
miles of the laJtes, where the atreams running northward fall 
over the ledge of the Chemung sandstone, which forms the limit 
of the highest terrace of the table land. 

RtvERa, &o. Salmon, Fall, Six/Mile, and Halsey's creek are 
the only slreams of Importance. By their rapid descent, they 
furnish estensive and valuable hydraulic privileges. 

Falls. The most remarkable faKs in this county are the Tag- 
hannuc, upon Halsey's creek, at uie distance of one mile from 
Cayuga lake. The whole descent, within a ehort distance, is 
300 feet The water falls, ia a single cascade, over a precipice 
2l6!eet in height, with a sheet of water sixty feet wideand two 
Ifeet deep. The falls aroimd Ithaca also possess great attrac- 
tions to ihe lover of the wonders of nature. Fall creek has a 
descent of 438 feet within one miie. On tjie Cascadilla, is a fall 
of 100 fcet, in the form of a gigantic stairway. 

Lakes. Seneca lake forms a portion ol" the Western boun- 
dary of this county, while Cayuga lake indents it on the north 
for a distance of ^out eighteen miles. The aceilery at the south- 
ern extremity of the latter is highly picturesque. 

Eailboads. The Ithaca and Owego railroad extends from 
Ithaca to Owego, the county seat o? Tioga county. It ia 
twenty-nine and a half miles in length. The proposed route of 
the New York and Erie railroad is through this county, 

CuMATB. The climate of the county is mild and agreeable, 
modified m some degree, perhaps, by its proximity to the Sen- 
eca and Cayuga lakes. Fruits thrive here in great perfection. 
It is regarded as healthful. 

Gbolog¥ ANn MtMERALa. The whole county, with the ex- 
ception of two small tracts on the shores of the Cayuga and 
Seneca lakes, in the towns of Lansing and Hector, belong^ fa 
the Erie group, and consists in the north, of the Ludlowville 
shales, and in iJie south of the Chemung sandstone. The two 
small tracts, to which we have referred, are patches of lime- 
atone, belonging to the Hamiltongroup, which appear, beneath 
the sandstone, near the shores of the lake. 

It has but few minerala. Mart and gypsum occur In conaiderable quBiitities. 



Soil and Veqetable PHOOucTioNa. The soil is, from the 
geological structure of the rocks, highly fertile, and does not re- 
quire, m most parts, the addition of any fertilizing agent to 
maintain or increase its productiveness, the decomposed rocks 
affording a sufficient stimulus. The hills are productive to their 
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BUtnmits, and afford luxuriant graaing, while the valleys yield 
large crops of grain. Fruit is extensively and profitably cultiva- 
ted. The timbef Bonsists of oak, white and yellow pine, hem" 
loek, beech, maple, baaswood, elm, ash, poplar, cherry and 
eheetnut. 

PoRSDiTS. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitanlfl. Oata,_ cOrn, buckwheat, wheat and potatoes ar@ 
raised in considetable quantities ; the products of the dairy are 
very large, and''much wool is grown by the farmers. 

Manufactv/rex also occupy the attention of a considerable 
number of tbe inhabitants. Flour, oii, woollen goods, lumber, 
leather, distilled liquors, paper and poiash, are the principal 
articles produced. The manufactures of the county in 1S45, 
amounted to nearly one and a half millions of dollars. 

Commerce. Its commerce is quite extensive. By means of 
the lakes, it has a direct communication with the Erie canal, 
while by the Ithaca and Owego railroad the produce of the 
counties south of it, iabrgughtto a market, and the manufactures 
of the county distributed over Tioga and Chemung covmties, 
and northern Pennsylvania. 

Staples. Butter, cheese, wool, oats, buckwheat, wheat and 
potatoes. 

Schools. In 1846, there, were in the county 215 district 
schools, which were in session an average period of eight 
months, furnishing instruction to 12,881 children, at an expense 
Ibr tuition of $21,045. The number of volumes in the district 
libraries was 24,648. 

Thece were dIeo f«venieeti private soiiools, ivLth 407 scholare, and two scad' 

REUOioua 0EHOM [NATION 3. MethodistB, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Episcopalians, Congregationaiists, Unitarians, Dutch Re- 
formed, Universalists and Friends. The whole number of 
churches, is seventy-four ; of clergymen, seventy-five. 

HiSTOKY. The towns of Newfield, Danby, and Caroline, 
were purchased of the state, by Messrs. Watkins and Fhnt. 
The remainder, (except a small portion in the northeastern 
part of the town of Dryden, which belonged to the ten town- 
ships grimted to Massachusetts,) formed a portion of the Mili- 
- tary Traet, and the settlers derived their titles through the sol- 
diers' patents. The county was organized la 1817, and was 
named in honor of the late Daniel D. Tompkins, formerly 
Governor of the state, and Vice President of the United States. 
Previous to the completion of the Erie canal, it was in a lan- 
guishing condition, but since the opening of the canal, its agri- 
cuitural and manufacturing interests have greatly prospered. 
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Its early settlers were chiefly from New England. The foiiml- 
ers of the town of Lansing, were Germans from PcnnEylvania. 

Villages. Ithaca village, in the town of the same name, is 
the seat of justice for the county. It is situated partly on the 
alluvial flats bordering Cayugalake,(frorawhichit is about one 
andahalfinilesdlstant,)andpartly upon the hills, which form a 
natural amphitheatre around it. It is regularly laid out, ita 
buildings are neat and tasteful, and its streets well shaded. 

It is finely located Ibr trade, communicating freely by means of 
the lake and canal, with eastern and western New York, and 
by the railroad and the Susquehanna river, with the coal region 
of Pennsylvanift. The completion of the Erie railroad will stil! 
further increase its facilities for basineea. Ita lumber trade is 
very great. 

In available hydraulic power for manufacturing purposes, it 
is second to no village in New York. It is already largely en- 
gagedin manulacturing. Here is located an incorporated acad- 
emy, with spacious buildings, for the instruction of both sexes, 
a large Lancasterian school, "and numerous select schools, in a 
flourishing condition. Population, 430D. 

T'tnimansburgh, in the town of Ulysses, is a ilourishing vil- 
lage, with some manufactories. Population, 1000. 

Danby, in the town of the same name, ia a thriving village. 
Population, 500.. 

Dryd'"n, in the town of the same name, Burdette, in the 
townofHector, LwUo-iBvUle, in the town of Lansing, and A^eio- 
jSeW, in the town of the same name, are villages of some im- 
portance. 
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7 Hambu h, 1812. 15. Allien, 1833. 

8 Boson 13. 16. Cold en, 1637. 

9 Ambers 1818. 17. Lancaster, 1833. 

1 Hoi and 818. 18. Black Rock, 1837. 

1 Wales 818, 19. Bvandt, 1838. 

la C n 821. 20. Chktawaga, 1838. 

13. Evans, 1831. 21. Tonawanda, 1838, 

14. Sardinia, 1831. 

Hivera, S(c. M. Niagara river, h. Ellieolt'a creek, d. Seneca. 

f. Cattaraugus g. Cauquaga. h. Two Sisters, e. Cazenovc. 

1. Buffalo, n. Cayuga, p. Murder Creek, r. Tonawanda L" reek. 
Lakes. L, Erie. 
Maniis. W. Grand Island. 
Baitlt Fields. Lake Erie. BulTalo. 
CitU) and Villages. Buffalo. Black Roek. ■VVilliamsville, 

Springville. Anroraville. 

BouwDARiEH. North by Niagara county ; East by Genesee 
and Wyomiog ; South by Cattaraugus and Chautauque coun- 
ties ; and. West by LfJte Erie and Niagara river. 

Sdbpacb. This county Hes upon the great weetern plain. Its 
northern half is level or gently undulating ; the southern is hilly, 
particularly along ihe streams ; the dividing ridge which sepa- 
rates the waters flowing northward, from the tributaries of Cat- 
taraugus creek, passes through the southern tier of towns. 

Rivers. The county is well watered; Tonawanda creek 
forma its northern boundary. Its principal tributaries are Mur- 
der and Elllcott'e, or Eleven mile, creeks. Bufialo creek, formed 
by the union of Seneca, Cayuga, and Cazenove creeks, waters 
the central portion of the county. The other streams are 
Binaller: the principal are Cauquaga, or Eighteen mile. Two 
Sisters, Delaware, and Little Buflalo creeks. 

Lake Erie forms a portion of its western boundary. 

Grand Island, in the Niagara river belongs to this county. 

Clcmate. From its proximity to the lake, the climate is 
moist, warmer in winter and cooler in summer, than some other 
portions of the state. The vegetation is from eight to ten days 
earlier than in the same parallels in the eastern part of the 

Geology ANn Minerals. The Onondaga salt group, (lime- 
stone,) is the basis rock of this county. U appears on the sur- 
face in the northern tier of towns. The Helderberg series suc- 
ceed this in the towns of Buffalo, Chictawaga, Lancaster and 
Alden, and these in their turn give place to the Hamilton group 
of limestones. Id the southern half of the county, the Casha- 
qiia, or Ludlowville shales, and the Chemung sandstones form 
^e surface rocks. 
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Boil and Vegetable Productions. The soil is generally 
good, consisting of warm, sandy, graveliy loam, occaEJonaUy 
mingled witJi clay; and well adapted to wheat ; in the southern 
part it ia more clayey, and is very productive of grass. 

The timber la large and ^nndant in tlie southern part, con- 
sisting of oak beech maple hndea elm ash poplar, hemlock, 
white pine, butternut black Halnut wild cherry &c. In the 
north it is principally diminutive oal s aod underwood. The 
peach and other fruita attam estr-ioriinary size and per- 
fection. 

PoHsoiTB. Agricullui e is the pur=uit of a n ajority of the in- 
habitants. The culture of gram and ot gra s occupy nearly 
equal attention. 

Manufactures also form the occupation of a large number of 
the inhabitants. Flour, lumber, cloths, iron, leather, malt 
liquors, distilled liquors and potash, are the principal articles 
manu&ctured. The flour mills produced, in 1S45, flour to the 
value ofmore than a railiion of dollars. The entire value of the 
manufactures of the county, during the same year, was over 
Sa. 300 ,000. 

ThecoDwterce of Erie county is very extensiwe. Bufialo and 
Bla k Rock, the principal lake ports, carry on a large trade with 
all the states situated upon the upper lakes, and witli (Janada. 
The shipping of these ports amounted, in 1845, to 25,000 tons. 
In addition to this, the i.r.mense quantities of produce, manufac- 
tures and furniture transported on the Erie cajialaiid its branch- 
es, are here transhipped. 

Staple PnoDDCTioNa Butter, cheese, oats, wheat, corn, 
.wool, beef and pork. 

Schools. There are in the coun^ 291 school districts. In 
1846, the schools were taught on an average eight months. 
The same year, 24,533 children received instruction at an ex- 
pense of 530,539. The district school libraries contained 31,032 
volumes. 

There were fifty-acven private schools, wilb 1304 pupils ; and three acode- 
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RBLtcious Desomina'i'ions. BaptislB, Methodista, Presbyte- 
rians, OongregationaliBts, Roman Calholics, Friends, ■Epieco- 
paliane, Univerealiets, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians and Lu- 
tlierans. There are in the county ninety-four churches, and 
one hundred and twenty-five clergymen, of all denomiQations. 

History. The whole county, except a strip a mile wide, on 
the Niagara ■ river, is within the limits of the Holland Land 
Company's purchase. 

Its settlement dates since the commencement of the present 
century. Buffalo, the first town in the present limits of the 
county, was laid oucin ISOl, but its increase was very slow until 
131S, when it became a military post In December, 1813, the 
British made a descent upon this county, and burned Butfelo 
and Black Bock. These villages were soon rebuilt. 

In 1816-17, a number of persons from Canada and the Unitfid 
States took possession of Gi'and Island, in Niagara river, now 
forming a portion of the town of Tonawanda, and dividing the 
land between themselves, gave out that they were an independ- 
ent community, and amenable to neither government. After 
the question ot' the boundary was settled, they were expelled by 
forc«, under the authority of a law of the state ; their houses 
being destroyed by the sheriff and posse of Erie county. 

InlSaS, ,■. ajorNoah,ofNewY(jrk,alearnedJew,and editor 
of a newspaper in that city, formed the design of building a ci^ 
of Tefiige, upon that island, colonizing it with Jews, and making 
it a resting place for that dispersed people. He erected a mon- 
ument, which is still in existence, upon the island. But the Eu- 
ropean Rabbins did not sanction the scheme, and it failed of 
completion. 

Red Jacket, Sagoyouwaiha, or Keeper Avrake, as his name 
signifies, the most eloquent and intelligent of his nation, was one 
of the chiefs of the Senecas, and resided «n the Buffalo reserva- 
tion. He was warmly attached to his tribe, and opposed the 
whites with the utmostdaring, until he saw that resistance was 
vain. He died in 1832. 

Mary Jeraison, the Seneca white woman, was buried in this 
reservation. 

The completion of the Erie canal, in 1825, brought a vast tide 
of emigration into this county, and it has now become the fourth 
county in the state in population. 

OiTiES AND Villages. Buffalo city, the county seat of Erie 
county, as has been already stated, is a city of modern growth, 
laid out at the commencement of the present century, and con- 
tained in 1817, but one hundred housea. It owes its growth to 
its advantageous commercial position on the lake, rendering it 
the depot of the immense quantities of produce, which find their 
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way through that channel, from the boundless prairies of the 
■west, to tide water, and to the great western railroad which 
connects with Boston. 

In 1845, the amount of produce coming from other states by 
way of BuMo, was 233,135 tons, of which 118,614 tons were 
flour. Probably about one half this amount of goods, iurniture, 
&e. was shipped at Buffalo, ibr other states. The tolls receiv- 
ed at Buffalo, in 1845, amounted to ©482,000. 

The harbor of Buffalo is spaciouB and convenient for vcBsela 
of light draught; it is obstructed by the ice in the spring, till a 
later period than the ports on the Canada side. It has been 
proposed to construct a ship canal across the isthmus, from the 
lake to Buffiilo creek, which would in a measure obviate this 
dilRculty. 

The, United Slates government have expended nearly 
8100,000 in the improvement of this harbor, the construction of 
a mole, pier, &c. and tie erection of a light house. Considera- 
ble sums have also been expended, for the same purpose, by the 
citizens. Buffalo is largely engaged in maiiufiiclurea of various 
descriptions. The present population of the city is somewhat 
over 30,000. It was chartered as a city in 1832. 

Black Rock, a village io the town of the same name, is about 
three miles north of Buffelo, ontbe Niagara river. The harbor 
is formed by an immense stone pier, or mole, more than a mile 
in length. By means of this the Erie canal is supplied with wa- 
ter for neatly half its length. This work waa erected by the 
state ofNew YorE, at an expense of 51300,000. It also furnishes 
a fine water power, which is employed for flouring mills, saw- 
mills, &c Black Rock is extensively engaged in manufactures. 
Thelovjer or northern terminus of the Erie canal is here: the 
town increases rapidly in population, and now numbers about 
5000 inhabitants. It waa burned by the British in December, 
1813. 

Auroraville, in the town of Aurora, posseeses fine water 
power on the Cazenove creek, as yet, however, not fully im- 
proved. The Aurora seminary is a flourishing institution. 
Population, lOOO. 

WiUiamsviUe, in the town of Amherst, ia a thriving village. 
Large quantities of water lime, (hydrauUc ceraeut,) are manu- 
factured here. Population, about 1000. 

Spring^ille is a flourishing manufacturing village, in tho 
town of Concord. It has a number of factories, and an incorpo- 
rated academy. Population, 1300. 

T'lnawdnda ia a new town, comprising Grand Island and a 
portion of the main land, as well aa some other small islands. 
The island was purchased some years since by a company called 
17' 
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the East Boston Company, who erected here extensive saw- 
mills, for the purpose of preparing ship timber, but in the gen- 
eral depression of busineEs in 183ti-7, they were forced to sua 
pend opera.tions. The village of Whitehaven was built mainly 
by this company. 



LI. LIVINGSTON COUNTY. 
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1. Avon, 1789. 9. Groveland, 1812. 

3. Geneseo, 1789. 10. Springivaler, ISIH. 

3. Limi, 1789. 11. Mmim Morris, 1818. 

*. Spai-la, 1789. 12. Coneaus, 1819. 

5. Caledonia, 1803. 13. York, IS19, 

6. Leicester, 1803. 14. Portage, 1837. 

7. LiTOnia, 1808. 15. North Danaville, 1846. 

8. Nunda, 180S, 16. West Spavfa, 1840. 

Sivers. N. Genesee a Ciisliaqua. b. Coneaua Outlet, c. Out- 
let of Hemlock. Lalte d Ho neoye Creek, r. Caaascraga. 

Lakes, f. Coneaus g Hemlock. 

Battle Fields Beirdatow n 

Villages. Gene eo Mount Morris. Dansville. Avon Springs. 
Portageville Nunda Mcscow. Lima. 

BoUNDARLES North by Monroe ; East by Ontario; SoulJi by 
Allegany and Steuben, and West by Wyoming, and Geneaee 



SuRPAOB. Tht3 county is situated on the northern slope of 
the great dividing ridge which separates the tributariea of the 
Susquehanna and Ohio, from the waters flowing into the lake. 
The southern portion of the county ia about 800 feet above 
Lake Ontario, and the descent toward the lake, though lor the 
most part gradual, is divided into two terraces, the one, nearly on 
a line with tlie Portage falls, in Wyoming county ; the other, a 
continuation of the mountain ridge of Ontario. This inclined 
plane is, however, intersectedby the yalley of the Geneeee river, 
which, witli a width o ' from two to four miles, has a depth, in 
fhe southern part of the county, of not less than 400 feet. A 
ridge of stilf greater elevation, traverses the section between 
the Conesus and Hemlock lakes, bearing northeast. 

RrvEftS. The Genesee river is the great stream of this coun- 
ty, and receives ail the waters which rise in, or flow through it. 
Its principal tributaries are the Canascraga and Cashaqua 
creeks, and the outlets of the Conesus and Hemlock lakes. 

The Honeoye outlet forms a portion of the eastern boundary 
of the county. 

Lakes. Conesus aod Hemlock are the only lakes of impor- 
tance in the county. The former ia nine miles long and nearly 
a mile broad. ' It is well stocked with fish, and is said to be more 
than 300 feet deep. 

Hemlock lake is six miles long and one mile wide. It lies 
partly in Ontario county. 

Climate. The climate ia mild and temperate ; more uniform 
than in some other sections of the slate. It is regarded as very 
hetJthfuI. 
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Geology and Minerals. About two-thirds of the county, 
upon the north, belong to ihe Ontario group, consiBting princi- 
pally of the liraeetone of the Onondaga salt group, which, in 
eome cases, approaches very near the surface. In the southern 
portion, the Ludlowville and Caehaqua sliales are the prevail- 
ing rocks, thoTigh intei'miagled with limestone. 

Bog iron ore occurs in Lbe coufity. Gypsum is abundaot, Sojue brine spring;3 
have been fliaeovetaa, Urnugb nol of greai value. The aulpbur spriueB of Avon* 



Soil akd Veobtahle Productions. The soil is generally 
highly fertile, and well adapted to the growth of grain. In the 
north it consists principally of sandy loam, intermingled with de- 
composed limestone, which renders it perpetually fertile. 

In the north, the oak prevails, but is occasionally interspersed 
with otiier timber ; in the south, oak, maple, elm, basswood, but- 
ternut, walnut, ash, hemlock, white pine, &c., are the principal 
forest trees. 

Pursuits. Agricalture. The culture of grain, and the rear- 
ing of cattle and swiae, form theprincipalpursuits of the inhab- 
itants of tbis county. Manufactures are, however, rising in 

• The followingare amlysfis nf the sulphur ^rlngBQf Avon. Thai of I he Up- 
'^. S aSL™^r° J\"oa.'""^ ^^' ° ^''^f'"'™'! ttia' of 'he LowEt, by 
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importance. The principal articles manufactured areflowv, pa- 
per, iamber, distilled liquors, cloths, &c. 

Commerce. The Genesee Valley canal furnieheB a conven- 
ient mode of transportation, for the produce of the county, to tide 
water. There are no mines in the county. 

Staple Productions. Wheat, pork, and cattle are thegrcat 
staples of the county. Large quantities of butter, wool, oats, 
and corn are also exported. Hemp and flax are grown largely 
an the Genesee valley. 

Schools. There are 193 Echool-houses in this county. The 
schools were taught, on an average, nine months during the 
year 1846, and 12,677 children were instructed, at an expense of 
$19,503. There were 25, 121 volumes in the district libraries. 

with les STudenls. 

Reuoioos DEWoMrNATioNg. Presbyterians, Methodists, Bap- 
tists, Episcopahans, Dutch Reformed, Universalists, Unitari- 
ans, Congregationalists, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and 
Jews. There are sevenly-two churches, and ninety-two cler- 
gymen of all denominations. 

HiBTOHY. The banks of the Genesee river in this county, 
were the favorite residence of the Seneca Indiana, for a long 
period before the white mEin had trod that beautiful valley. In 
civilization, this tribewere more advanced than the Indians gen- 
erally, and were considered foremost in the arts of peace, among 
the allied tribes. They cultivated their fields, built cabins for 
themselves, and when they could not obtain a supply of food 
from the forests or the lakes, looked to the products of their 
soil for sustenance. 

In 1687, the Marquis de Nonvilie, governor of Canada, en- 
raged at the firm adherence of this tribe to the English, collect- 
ed a large force of French and Indians, and commenced an ex- 
pedition against them. Following the course of the Genesee, 
he approached their villages with the mtention of destroying 
them, and subjecting the captives he might take to the torture; 
but the wily Seneeaa were too crafty for the French commander. 
They stationed 500 warriors in ambuscade on his route, and 
having thrown his troops into disorder, by a well directed vol- 
ley of musketry, rushed upon them, tomahawk in hand. The 
battle was fierce and bloody; the Senecas were at length re- 
pulsed, but not without severe loss on the part of the French, 
De Nonvilie could not be persuaded to follow them till the next 
day, and then found that they had destroyed their villages, and 
removed their wives and children beyond his reach. Two old 
men, all that remained, were carried away, killed and eaten by 
his savage allies. 
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De Noiiville returned to Canada, eetabliehing, in hie route, a 
fort at Niagara, which he garrisoned with 100 men. This ibrt 
was 60 closely invested by the Indians, th: t e ghty-eight out of 
the hundred perished from starvation, and bui for the aid of a 
party of friendly Indians, the rest would have shared the same 
fate. 

In 1779, Genera! SuUipaii terminated his campaign on the 
banks of the Genesee, in this county, alter seniHng a detach- 
ment to Little Beardstown, now Leicester. It was in this town 
that the brave Lieutenant Boyd met with his melancholy fate, 
being executed with the most horrible tortures by the Indians, 
at the- instigation of the infamous Butler, after his life had been 
guarantied by Brant. 

Ebenezer Allen, known as Indian Allen, the first miller of 
Rochester, a monsler of wickedness, settled here soon after the 
revolution, but in a few years removed. 

The principal founders and benefactors of the county were 
William and James Wadsworth, who emigrated from Connec- 
ticut in 1790, They purchased large tracts of land," wliich, by 
therapid tide of immigration, Boonbecame very valuable. Many 
of the early settlers were from Connecticut, and their enterprise 
and industry has made them wealtliy. 

Villages. Geneseo, in the town of the same name, is the 
seat of justice for the county. It is pleasantly situated, about a 
mile from the river, on the terrace back of the flats. It is well 
built, and has considerable trade. The Geneseo academy, for- 
merly the Livingston county high school, of which Mr. Wads- 
worth was the chiei'benefactor, is located here. It has a spa- 
cious building, and is well endowed. 

In this town are situated the Wadsworth farms, located on 
the broad alluvial flats of the Genesee, and celebrated for their 
fertility and superior cultivation. The mansion of the late 
James Wadsworth is, perhaps, imsurpassed in the state for the 
beauty of its location. Population 1600. 

Avim,.ia the town of the same name, has become a favorite 
resort of late for invalids and pleasure seekers, from all sec- 
tions of the country. The healing virtues of its justly cele- 
brated springs were known to the Senecas, long before the 
country was visited by the whites. Bed Jacket, a distinguished 
Seneca chief, was accustomed to resort to them. Population 
800. 

Upon Itae Genesee this In tUs town, the Mecboacan, wiM polatoe vine, or man 
of Ihe pouml, (ConvolvuIUB panduralus,) is fciUJld abundantly. U has a largo 
bulbous rODi, three or four feel in lenglb, and ftequenay sij ot eigiii incUes in di- 



: I, Google 



LIVINQSTON COUNTY. 387 

hvma, eituated in the town of the eame name, is a beautiful 
village, remarkable for theneatneae of itsdwi!M)i;6. The Gen- 
esee Weslejan seminary, located here, ie under the control of 
the Methodists. It w b incorporated in 1834, and placed under 
the visitation of the Reg mis of the Univerei y in 1836, It is 
well endowed, and in a highly flourishing condition. Popula- 
tion 600. 

Mount Morris, in the town of the same name, is a finely sit- 
uated, thriving villai!e, settled in 1804, by emigrants from Con- 
necticut. It is considerably engaged in manufactures. Popula- 
tion 1400. 

Damville, in the town of North Danaville, at the head of the 
Genesee valley, forty-five miles from Rochester, is a large, 
tliriving and busy village. It U extei sively engaged in manu- 
fectures, and has an abundant supply of hydraulic power. Pa- 
per, flour, leather, iron, cloth, and lumber, in large quantities, are 
anvong its principal manufactures. A branch of the Genesee 
Valley canal extends to this village. Population 1800. 

Nundn, in the town of the same name, on the proposed 
line of the Genesee Valley canal, is a place of considerable 
busmess. It has a flourishing academy, and several manu- 
factories. The town in which it is situated was annexed to 
Livingston county, by the legislature, in 1846. Population 
1100. 

Porlageville is in the town of Portage, on the west bank ol 
the Genesee river, where it enters the gorge , and is surrounded 
by beautiful and picturesque scenery. It has great facililies for 
manufacturing. This lown, like the preceding, was taken 
from Allegany in 1846. The falls and turmel here are worthy 
of notice. Population about 1000. 
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11. Pittsford, iai4. 
la. OgAen, 1817. 

13. Rochester, 1817. 

14. Henrietta, 181S. 

15. Rush, 181S, 

16. Clarkson, 1819. 

17. Wheatland, 1821. 

18. Irondequoit, 1837. 

19. Webster, 183e. 



1. Chili, 1803. 
3. Gates, 1803. 

3. Greece, 1803. 

4. Farms, 1808. 

5. Riga. 1808. 

6. Penfield, 1810. 

7. Mendon, 1812. 

8. Perrinton, 1812. 
S. Sweden, 1913. 

10. Brighton, 18M. 

Rivera. N. Genesee, a. Sandy Creek, b. Black Creek. C. Allen. 

d. Honeoje. e Salmon, f. Little Salmon, h. Irondequoit. 
Falls, p. Genesee Falls. Honeoye Falla. 
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Lakes and Says. J. Ontario, i. Teoronto, or Irondequoil Bay. j. 

Bradduck's Bay. k. Euek Pond. 1. Long Pond. 
Cities and Villages. RocaESTEn. Pittsford. Brockport. 

BouNDAHiBS, North by Lake Ontario; East by Wayne coun- 
ty ; South by Ontario and Livingston counties, and West by 
Genesee and Orleans counties. 

Sdrpace. This county, like Orleans and Niagara, is divided 
iuto terraces by theRidge-RoEid, and the mountain ridge, which 
cross it from east to west. The surface as a whole declines 
gradually towards Ihe lade. The terrace, at Rocbester, is 270 
feet above Lake Ontario, and sixty-four feet below the upper 
terrace, which is nearly on a level with Lake Erie. 

Rivers. The Genesee is the principal stream. Its tribu- 
taries are the Honeoye creek, from the east, and Black, and 
Allen's creeks, from the West. 

Sandy, Salmon, Little almon, Ru h. and Irondeqiioit creeks, 
flow directly into the lake. 

Bays. Teoronto or Irondequoit Bay, Duck Pond, Lnng Pond, 
and Braddock'a, or Bradlow's Bay, are the principal of the nu- 
merous inleti of e lake, upon the coast of this county. 

■nie name of the Ural (Teoronto) is of Indian origin, awt signifies "Iha placa 
where Uie waves gaap anfl eipiie." 

Climate, The climate of this county, inflaencedby the near- 
ness to the lake, is mild and equable, and the thermometer 
has a less average range, than in most parts oi the state. Pul- 
monary aftectiooa are, however, becoming increasiogly preva- 
lent. 

Geology and Minerals. The basis rock of the county is the 
Medina eandstone, which is widely expanded, and makes its ap- 
pearaEice at the surface along the shore of the lake. Above this 
lies the Clinton group, thinner tiian in Wayne ; next the Niag- 
ara group, fthounding in fossils; nest the Onondaga salt group, 
which is well developed in some parts of the coimty, and con- 
tains numerous beds of gypsum. 

are visited. Tlie Monroe cpringe, ilve mOes ftom Rocfieeter, are the moat cele- 
bralEd. TTiere are also springs slrongly iroprcBnaled with sulpliur in 'ihs town of 
Ogflan. There is a mineral spring at BIga contoinrag Iron, 

J/ai-i is fllBindsnt in Whealtand. ChiU, and Higa. Gypsuni occurs in large 
quanlitios in Wheatiand. A iied of argillaceous iron ore extend froin tbe Gen- 
esee fiver to the eastern limit of the county, Inn it is little worked. 

Blende and galena, ^le euiphnreu of lead and zinc, are also Ibund in the county 
In smalt quantities. Fire atone, a magnesian eaith used Ibr lining stoves and 
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Soil awd Vegetable Pbodcctiobs. The soil is graveUy 
bam, usually of great depth, and by the aid of disintegrated 
Hmestone, is rendered perpetually fertile. 

Ti;e timher ie mainly oak, beech, and maple, frequently very 
dense, but in the oak openings more sparse. In the swaraps 
are black oak, pine, and tamarack. 

Tlie Ganesee wheal, eo abmidanll)' raised in ihis county, is found, on snalysis, 
to CODIaiii moie Baccbarloe mauer tbaa llut of the soutlurii stales, and to com- 
bine wlib tesB water in ibe coinpositiDD of litead. The Buperioiity of Irs floui ia 
too well known to need temack. 

PoBsuirs. Asricu/t-ure holds a high rank among- the pur- 
suits of the people of thiseounly. It istlie largest grain county 
ill the state. In 1845, there were raised in the county 1,338,000 
bushels of wheat, besides large quantities of other grains. 

Manufactures are also in a highly flourishing condition. 
The county contains, perhaps, the largest flouring mills in the 
world, and produces ttour annually to the value of more than 
tvio and a half lui lions of dollars. Lumber, cloths, iron, pa- 
per, and leather are also extensively manufactured. 

Ci.mmerce. A steamer plies on tiic Genesee, between Ro- 
chester and Avon, in Livingston county. Steamers from the 
lake ascend the Genesee to Carthage, which is the port of Ro- 
chester J the Erie canal receives a Girge portion of its imniense 
freights from this county. There are no mines of importance. 

The Staple Prodcotion is wheat. Considerable quantities 
of butter, wool, and pork are also produced. 

Schools. There are in the county 240 school-houses. The 
schools were taught, during the year 1846, an average period 
of nine months. 19,448 children received instruction, at a cost 
of ^33,994. The libraries of the districts contained 34,4t>8 vol- 

There ivere sixteen pFlvafe ^bools in Ebe coiTnly, attended liy 397 dilldren, and 
oight BCadenues and female seininarles, wltli 43^ pupiJs. 

Tbc organization of tbe RoclieEter city scboote baa been described at page 135. 
The Bochester univetsitj was incorporated in 1848. 

Reliqiobs Denominations. Baptists, Methodists, Presby- 
terians, Congregatioaalists, Friends, Univevsalists, Episcopa- 
lians, Roman Catholics, Unitarians, Dutch Reformed, and Lu- 
theranp. 

History. This county was settled principally by emigrants 
from New England, with a few from other .states, and other 
sections of New Yo-k. 

In 1726, a station was established at Tcoronto or Ironde- 
quoit bay, to secure the Indian trade. 

In 1796, the first permanent settlement was made at Han- 
ford's landing, where was erected the first house in this county, 
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west of Genesee river. Indian Allen, bo notorioue in tlie his- 
tory of tliis region! erected a grist mill and saw mill on the 
hundred acre lot on which part of the city of Rochester now 
stands, in 1789, receiving a deed of a hundred acres of iand ad- 
joining, from Messrs. Phelps and Gorham, the proprietors, for 
hie encourage. iient. 

In a few years, these decayed and were abandoned. Roches- 
ter was not settled till 1811, and was laid out as a viQage in 
1813. 

In 1813, the Seneca Indiana held a great sacrifice and thanks- 
giving of several days continuance, on the present site of Ro- 
chester. 

The terror inspired by the incursions of the British and their 
savage allies, during the late war, prevented the rapid settle- 
ment of the county.* After the close of that war, however, its 
growth was astonishingly rapid. The completion of the Erie 
canal, by opening a market for the productions of its fertile soil, 
gave a new impulse to its prosperity, and it is now one of the 
most populous counties in the state. 

CiT[E9 ANn Villages. Rochester city lies on botii sides of 
the Genesee river, seven miles from Lake Ontario. It is finely 
situated and handsomely built. The streets are generally wide 
and well paved. The two sections of the city are connected by 
several bridges, and by the splendid aqueduct of the Erie canal. 
It has many fine edifices, among its churches and public build- 
ings- 

* In ViH, Sl[ James Yeo, vllti tblrleen veEselsof TsilCHe sizes, ^pesrsdofTtlie 

There were but tbirly-lhroe pepple iu Rochealer capable of beatioff anns. They 

sad hurrie'd^wn to the inoulh of Ihe river, The militia nere DDdlsclpUned aoj 
not In URlfonUj hut they v/errt hrave and determhjed. ^ej vere m^vbed vod 
CDUnfer-lnarchedllin»iiib (be Roods, ia order to deceive ih^ enemy in regard to 
tbelr Dombeia. Presanllr an officer wai soot Urniutbe BilliahneetnllhBflBgof 
Lntce. He «bs received h; ten uf the moat aoldisc like of the Dfllllla, who, hi order 
Wbe ready for aotioo. lieptfeal hold of the irlsgers of their miiaiiets. TheBril- 
lib officer einreaalng hte surprise oC this, the ofllcer, lo FectllV his miBlake, ordei- 
sd his mea to frouud arms. This eslonlshed the Briliah officer Blill more, end 
beUevlnk Ihetr lanoi^nee to be feigned, he hurried back to the fleet, fnlly eutsaed 

|he object of the eaeirjy being, if pos^ble, to obTain the proTl^nA Bloied there, 
wlllioDt endangering their own safely, Ceplaia FreDcis Brown was deputed with 
s guard ID roceive l£e flag. TheofflcerwaastUlBiiBpicloua, andfioaUyHsliedlbet 
(he irillltarystores HiuldrovlBioaB should be given up, OD Ihecooditianthatthefiet- 
tletaents were spated-by Blr Jsmea Yw. ' No," was the promm reply of the 
paUialm Brown, "Bloodlinee deepflret." Whllelhliperleywaji jnprogreaa.an 
AmerloBQ offlcer with hla BtalT, on their rehim from Fort Niagara, were acoideht- 
allf seeD, pantos from one wooded pobit to another. Thla confirmed the BuspU 

made^^*! the jeooda with bomb she ILs and balls, which were returned with some 

the occasion. 

Aller n. few hnnra, Admiral Yeo sllppedhls cables and ran down to Pultepeyville. 
where, lo his morlificalion, lie learned how he had been untwined by a liandfulof 

H.*. I, Google 



332 STATE OP NEW YOKK. 

This city owes its rapid growth to the vast hydraalic power 
created by the fails of the Genesee river, which amount to 268 
feet wifliin the bounds of the city, there being three falls of 
ninety-six, twenty, and 105 feet, besides rapids. The passage 
of the Erie canal through the city, and the navigability of the 
Genesee river, above and below the falls, render it a central 
point for the immense trade of the lertile counties by which it is 
surounded, 

ester was laid out in 1812 by Nathaniel Kocheeter, 
Charles Carrol and William Fltzhugh, and received the name 
of the senior proprietor. In 1816 it numbered but 331 inhabit- 
ants; and in 1817 it was incorporated as a village, under the 
name of Rochesterville. In 1834 it received a charter as a city, 
and now (1846) baa a population of more than 25,000 inhab- 

The quantity, as well as the quality of the flour manufifitured 
here, entitle the city (o rank among the first fiour markets in the 
world. Between one and two millions of dollars are invested 
in this business. 

Srockport, a village in the town of Sweden, ia pleasantly sit- 
uated on the line of the canal. It has a large trade, particularly 
in grain. The collegiate school edifice, erected by the citizens 
at an expense of 825,000, is a noble stone building, five stories 
high. Population 2000. 

Wheatland is appropriately named; the fertility of its soil 
and its adaptation to the culture of grain is such as to render it 
the granary of the county. It ia rich also in gypsum and marl. 

Scottsville, in this town, was founded by Isaac Scott, in 1800, 
It is a thriving village, and has some jnanut^ctures. Popula- 
tion 600. 

MumfordsviUe and Garbellsmills are small villages in the 
town. 

West Mendon, in the town of Mendon, is a manufacturing 
village of some importance. 

Pwt Genesee, at the mouth of the Genesee river, in the 
town of Greece, has a customhouee, lighthouse, several large 
warehouses, &c. Its harbor ia good, having thirty feet water 
within the bar. It has some trade. 

Pittsford, in the town of the same name, is a thriving village 
on the canal. Population 800. 

Bite of Roohesler. The project w-s BlrQiiglyoiil>osE.d, or-" ' '— " 

Tbatitwas^^a Glpd-foreakeQ olace. In''-*'""'' ""'" ^" - 
by Blragglin j Irapperi 
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1. Jerusalem, nsfl. 5. Milo, 1818. 

2. Middlesex, HSU. 6. Barrington, 1833. 

3. Benlon, 1803. 7. Starkey, 1834. 

4. Italy, 1815. 8. Potter, 1833. 

Rivers, a. Crooked Lake Outlet, c. Big Stream, e, Flint Creek. 

I. West. 
Lakes. BB. Seneca, h. Canandaigua. m. Crooked. 
Villages. Peicn Yan. Rushville. Bellona. Dresden. 

Boundaries. North by Ontario county ; East by Seneca lake ; 
South by Steuben county, and West by Crooked ^id Cananda- 
igua lakes, and Ontario county. 

SuKFACB. The BurJace of diis county is greatly elevated. It 
lies on the northern declivity of t e ridge which separates the 
waters of the Susquehanna from those flowing into the lakes 
and the St. Lawrence. The southern extremity of the county 
is elevated from 1200 to 1300 feet above tide water, and in tha 
town of BarringCon attains the height of 1600 feet. From this 
height it descends to the surface of the Canandaigua and Sen- 
eca lakes— the former of which is 670, and the latter about 420 
feet above the level of the ocean. 
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The hills, however, are never abrupt, but generally gently 
waving, and rounded at their eummita. 

RivEBB AND Cbeeks, The principal streams of the county are 
Flint creek, Crooked lake outlet, connecting Crooked and Sen- 
eca lakes; Weet river, a tributary of Canandaigua lake, and 
Big Mid Rock streams flowing into Seneca lalte. The Crooked 
lake canal follows the course of the outlet. 

Lakes. Seneca lake forms the entire eastern boundary of the 
county. Two-tiiirds of Crooked lake lie within its limits, and 
CanMdaigua lake forms its northwestern boundary. 

Climate. The climate is temperate and healthful, and I'or the 
cultivation of fruit is not aurpaesed by that of any county in the 

Geology and MrNERALa. The Ludlowvtlle shale is the pre- 
vailing rock, and approacheE the surface in the southern part 
of the county. The soil above this is a marly clay, highly 
fertile, and particularly favorable to grass cropa. The northern 
portion of the county belongs to the great centra! limestone for- 
mation, but the limestone alternates with slate. 

Sulpbale gf iron (copperas) is found native in ilw easiem part of Ihe county. 
Tbete is avaLuable sulpbur spring near the foot of Cinoked lake. An Infiamma- 

spiing bas bsen found at tlie Big atreani falls, near Dundee, in tbe town of Slarlwi'. 

Vegetable Productions. The timber of the county is large, 
but not so dense as in some other sections. It oonaisls of oak, 
hickory, chestnut, black and white walnut, wild cherry, maple, 
beech, linden, poplar, asli, &c. The apple, pear, plum, cherry, 
melons and grapes, are all very successfully cultivated here. 

PoBsoiTg. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the in- 
habitants—the elevated and diversified mirlace of the county 
renders it well adapted to grazing. In portions of it, however, 
greiia is euccessfijlly cultivated. 

Manvfactterea are attracting some attention. The principal 
articles manufactured are flour, lumber, woollen cloths, oil, dis- 
till^ liquors and leather. 

The commerce of the county is confined to lake and canal nav- 
igation, and is not very extensive. There arc no mines of im- 
portance. 

Staple Phodoctio.\s. Wheat, oats, corn, barley, butter, 
wool and pork. 

Schools. There are in the county 106 public school houses. 
In these, schools were taught an average period of seven months, 
in 1S46. The number of volumes in the district libraries is 
13,644; 6536 children were instructed during the year, at an 
expense of 18789. 

Tlieie mere in tJis county eigbleen primle BChoolB, wifll 216 pupils, and ona 
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REuerous Denominitions. MetliodLsts, Baptists, Presbyte- 
iana, EpiscopaliaiM, Congregationalista and Dutch Reformed. 
There are forty-live churches, and Ibrty-one clergymen, oi' all 
denominations, in the county. 

HiHTORr, This county was entirely inohtded in the Maaea- 
chusetta grant, and formed a portion of the Pulteney estate. 
The first inhabitanta were from New England and Pennsylvania, 

This county was the residence of the celebrated Jemima Wil- 
kinson, during the latter part of her life.* 

Villages, &c. Penn Yah, the seat of justice for the county, 
is a village in the town of Milo. It ia pleasantly situated at the 
foot of Crooked lake, and received ite name from the circum- 
stance that its origiial inh^itants were Pennsylvanians and 
Yankees, in equal numbers. Population 2500. 

Jerusalem, one of the earliest settled towna in the county, 
ia fertile and well cultivated. Bluff point is a high bold tongue 
of land extending between the arms of Crooked lake. The 
landscape, which spreads itself bftfore the beholder, Irora this 
lofty headland, is one of the most picturesque and beautiful 
afforded by the scenery of the smaller lakes. 

Starkey is a hilly but well watered town. The falls of Big 
stream.iothie town, are worthy of theattention, both of the ge- 
ologist and traveller. The Etream, after dashing over a rapid 
half a mile in length, leaps down 140 feet, into a basin eight or 
ten rods in diameter, from whence its foaming- waters find their 
way to the lake, by a channel some eighty rods in length. 

Dundee is a busy and thriving village in the town of Slarkey. 
It has some manuiacturea. Population 1000. 

le BWled herself, the '' tTnfTorsal Fjiand," waa 
sland, about Ihe jear 1763. She was ediiceied 
U twonl7-IJiiea YSBiB of Bfs, she \iaB laken aisk, 
S111.VIUI1IS1IE1 i.m«naiiL>|i|«u.oiU>aBPenalon of life Dccmred. After ber reooi- 
err ^^ pTotesaeA to havs baea ruBed frooi Ihe desd. snO id hFcre beeo Inveiled 
vlth divine BlWbBteH, and Bultioritf loinstiudDiimliiDdiiirelJIliaD. Bhealnpre- 
t^tdedln foretell flimrBerentB. cndlopoaiaastliepawartoneal the sick end to 
vnA mmielea j mkd if tar peTsoik who made agpUcatkm to liar wee Dot healed, 
HheascrlbedlttoHwaatDfteith. She ^BBertad Uiu Ihoae who raflised (o b'ellera 
har claims, woald be ttirever puttished tbr ih^r lacredDllty. She poseaeeed eji. 
iraordlnary beanly, and thoiut illilcrale, djecovered ereat tact In nudatalnliig bar 
eKlraordinatjr pratenslona. Her memocy was BaW BTie Tety retenllie. Sha aet- 
Uad at »ilo, In this ftountr, witJi her followers, hi 179U, and siibseqiienay remoTed 
to Bluff Pt^nl, where she ijied, !n 1819. The aelUemeot at Milo numbered about 
forty f3nilles,andwss than the iBTEeei In tha whole Ganeaee counlry. A fen of 
bee disciples etillcemiun at BluSTohu. 
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1. Palmjra, 17S9. 
a. Sodua, 1789. 

3. Williamson, tSI)2. 

4. Ontario, 1807. 

5. Wolcott, 1807, 

6. Lyons, 1811. 

7. Galen, !8!3. 

8. Macedon, 1823. 

Rivers, Sfc. ■ a. Mud Creek, b. Canaadaigua River, c. Clyde. 
Lakei and Bays. J. Ontario, d. Sodua Bay. e. Pott Bay. f. East 



Savanqah, IB'ii. 
AToadia, 1625. 
Marion, 1 835. 
Butlar, 1826, 
Huron, 1896. 
Rose, 1826, 
Walworth, 1830. 



Bay. h. Cru 



3 Lake. 



Villages. Ltons. Palmyra. Newark. Clyde. Pulteneyville. 

BouNOABiES. Nortli by Lake Ontario; East by Cayog'a 
county ; South by Seneca and Ontario, and West by Monroe, 

Sdbpace. The surface is mwch divereified. The Eidge Road 
extends through, the county, i'rom east to west, at a distance of 
from four to eight miles from the shore of Lake Ontario, and at 
an elevation of 140 feet above it. North of this road, the descent 
to the lake is gradual and nearly uniform ; south of it, and ex- 
tending to the niounfain ridge, the surface is raised into low 
hills of gravel and sand, seemingly by the action of the waves of 
th- lake, which, perhaps, at some remote period, covered this 
whole region. 

The mountain ridge forms, liere, the watershed of the county. 
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dividing tlie waters which flow into the lake from those which 
run southerly, 

Rivers. The principal Btreame of the county are Mud creek 
and the Canandaigua river or outlet. Tlie length of each ot 
these streams ie about fifty miles. They unite in the town ol 
Lyons and form the Clyde, a tributary of the Seneca river. 

Bats. Tlie lake coast is indented by three coaeiderable bays, 
viz; Sodushay, Port bay and East bay. The first of these af- 
fords a very good harbor for vessels of light draft. 

Crusoe lake, in the town of Savannedi, is a shallow pond, one 
and a half miles in circumference. 

Climate. Th6 temperature is rendered agreeable by the ex- 
tent of Burtace exposed to the lake. The county is generally 
considered healthy. 

Geology am> Minerals. The Medina sandstone appears on 
the surfece along- the shore of the lake. As the land rises, this 
is succeeded by the Clinton, Niagara and Onondaga groups — all 
limestones. South of the Ridge-Road, the county is traversed 
by numerous long, narrow, parallel ridges of sand and gravel, 
from twenty-five to thirty feet high. 

GyiHuffi, marl, gypseous marL, and WBterlimeen>neara abundant Sulpbur springs 
and weak brine spdngs occur In several localities. The latler were farmerly o€ 
conEiderable Importance, In 1310, 90,000 bushels of salt were nianui^cuted 
ftom Uieni, In WolcoIC. apeclmens of Heavy spai Have been discovered. 

Soil and Vegetable Productions. The soil of this county is 
very fertile, and experience hm proved, that the process ol cul 
tivation renders it increasingly so, by producing dismtegration 
and decomposition of the earths of which it is composed. The 
timber is similar to that ofthe other coanties ontheUke c,on 
Bisting of beech, maple, elm, black and white oak, white walnut, 
Bome hemlock and pine, black and white ash, &c. 

PuReorrs. AgrictiUure is the principal pursuit of ttie inh-ibit 
ants. The diversity of the surface renders grazmg dud the 
culture of grain nearly equally profitable, and both aie pi acticed 
extensively. 

Manvfaciures are increasing m importance in the counU 
Large quantities of flour and lumber are produced and the 
manufactures of iron, glass, leather, distilled and malt liquoro, 
pot and pearl ashes, employ a considerable amount of capital 

The commerce ofthe county is not large, vessels ot light draft 
only being able to cross the bar, at the mouth of the Sodus bay, 
on which the principd landings are situated, 

There are some iron •mines, or quarries, as they are denom- 
inated, in which considerable quantitiee of the lenticular iron ore 
are obtained. 

IS 
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Staple PRonncTioNa. Wheat, ciffii, oats, potatties, flax, 
wool, butter, cheese and pork. 

Schools. The whole number of echool-houses in Ihe county 
ia 237, The public schools were maintained on an aver- 
age e^ht months during the year I84a ; 15,296 children re- 
ceived inatruction, at a cost of ^11,635 for tuition. The district 
libraries contained 25,760 volumes. 

There were in [he eouoly lairiy-one private schools, with 871 pnpjb, 

Reugious DBNoMiNATLONg. Mcthodists, Eaptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Friends. Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Dutch Re- 
formed, Univeraaliets, Unitarians and LutherauB. There are 
in the county seventy-two churches, and eighty-nine clergymen, 
of all denominations. 

HisToay. Theeettiement of this county dates since the revo- 
lution. Abeut two-thirds of its territory, including one quarter 
of the towns of Galen, Rose and Huron, and all west of these, 
was included in the Massachusetts grant toMessrs.Phelfffi and 
Gorham, and formed a part of the Pultcney estate. The other 
^rd betenged to the Military Tract. The emigrants were 
from New England, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, England, Scot- 
land, and Germany, Diiring the late war with Great Britain, 
Sodus, and Pulteneyville, (a village in the town of William- 
son,) were invaded by the British, and the former burnt. They 
were repulsed in eacb instance, before obtaining the provisions, 
which were the object of their incarsions. 

In 1^9 or 30, the Mormon delusion iwiginated at Palmyra, in 
this county. Joseph Smith, Ihe reputed prophet and founder of 
that system, resided in the town of Manchester, in Ontario 
county, and his leading disciple, Martin Harris, was a thrifty 
farmer of Palmyra. By mcNtey furnished by this man, Smith 
was enabled to piiliah the first edition of the book of Mormon, 
or the Mormon Bible, as it has since beencalled. Intbeautomn 
(£ 1830, Smith removed to Kirtland, Ohio, afterward to Mis- 
Bouri, and finally to Nauvoo, Hlinws. 

ViLijiGES. LyONs, the county seal, is a pleasant village in 
the town of the same name. It was firet settled in June, 1793, 
by Mr, Van Wickle and about forty other emigrant from New 
Jersey and Marylaad. It has a fine hydraulic power, obtained 
hy a canal of half a mile in length, from the Canandaigua out- 
let. The iciill privileges ai&rded by this canal are well im- 
proved. The High school here is an excellent faiEtitBtion, sur- 
passed by few academies in the state. Population about 2000. 

Palmyra, one of the earliest settled towns in the coonty, has 
a village of the same name within its limits, situated on the Erie 
canal. It is a place of considerable business, and extensively 
engased in the lumber trade. It is considered one of the moat 
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beautii'ul villages on ihe canal. Its streets are ornamented with 
tine ehadetrees. Here is an incorporated academy. Pop. 2200. 

Clyde, on (he river of the same name, a village in the town of 
Galen, is a thriving, busy pltice. It has a number of manufao. 
tories. Thehigh school here ia incorporated and comprises two 
school districts, wliich have united for greater efficiency. It is 
in a flourishing condition. Population 1200. 

Sodtts contains within its limits the principal haAor of the 
county. At the mouth of the bay in this town, the United 8(atea 
government have erected a pier, a mile in length, for the im- 
provement of the harbor. The town was burned during the late 
war with Great Britain. Population about 500. 

PuUeneyville, a village on Lake Ontario, in the town of 
WilUanison, was also invaded hy the British, but their fears of 
the American riflemen prevented them from doing much injury. 
Population 500. 



LV. ORLEANS COUNTY. 

Votation, 18t5, S^.TfiliOS 




1. Murray, 1808. 

2. Ridge way, 1813. 

3. Gaines, 1816. 

4. Bacre, 1813. 

5. Shelby, 1318, 



6. Clarendon, 1831. 
1. Carlton, 1823. 

8. Yates, 1323. 

9. Kendall, 1838. 
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Rivers, l{c. a. Sandj Creek, b. Johnson's, d. Oak Orchard, 
Lakea. J, Ontario, c. Jefferson. 
Villages, Albiob. Medina. 

BouNDAHiBS. North by Lalfe Ontario ; East by Monroe coun- 
ty ; South by Genesee, and West by Niagara, counties. 

StSRFicE. The county liaa three distinct terraces, the first, 
rising gradually /rom the ehore of the lake, lo the heig'ht of 130 
feet, is about seven or eight miles broad, and is terminated by 
the Ridge-Road. The second, from one to three miles in 
breadth, rises from the ridge more precipitouely, to about the 
same height, and is terminated by a ledge. The third extends 
into Genesee county ; its ascent, of about 140 feet, is quite rapid. 
The elevation of this highest terrace above the lake, is, there- 
fore, about 400 feet. 

Rivers and CHEEKa. Oak Orchard, Johnson's, and Sandy 
creeks, are the only stjeams of importance in the county. The 
first is about My miles in length. 

Ibrough BoLid rock, tht: canal cfUnmisHionera have turned the upper watets of 
tbe Tonavanda creek inUt OslE Orcltard creek, thus increasing Ihe volume of tlis 
lailet, and tendering ii more valuable for hydraulic purpoaea, and for supplying tlie 

Lakes. There are no lakes or ponds of any importance in the 
county. Jefferson lake, in the town of Murray, is the largest, 
but does not conlam more tlian fifty acres. 

Mahshes. The great Tonawanda Swamp, which extends 
over portions of Genesee and Niagara counties, lies partly in 
this county. It is twenty-five miles in length from east to west, 
and from two to seven in breadth. It is bounded on all sides by 
plains a little elevated above its surface. 

Climate. The exposure of the whole northern boundary of 
the county to the lake, has the effect of producing a more uni- 
formly nuld climate, than that of some of the moi;^e southern 
counties. The county is generally considered healthy. 

Geology and Minerals. In the northern portion of the 
county, the Medinasandstone prevails, affording in many places, 
an Eidmirabie material for building. In the central and southern 
portions, the Niagara, Clinton and Onondaga limestones form 
the surface rock. 

Soil. AND Vegetable Productions. The soil is mostly clay 
and argQIaceous loam, and is highly fertile. The timber of the 
county, is beech, maple, linden, elm, red, black and white oak. 
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hickory, hemlock, pine, black and white ash, &c. The Eouthern 
part of the county is more heavily wooded than the northern, 

PtiRSDiTS. Agriculture is the principal pursuit, and the atten- 
tion of the farmers ie divided between the culture of grain and 
the rearing of cattle. The county, however, may properly be 
ranked among the grain counties. 

Manufactures receive some attention, particularly those of 
flour, lumber, leather, fulled cloths, iron, and distilled Uquors. 

There is butone harbor on the lake, and very little commerce, 
nor are there any mines of importance. 

The Staple Pboduotions of the county are wheat, oats, corn, 
potatoes and lumber ; a conaiderBble quautity of butter and 
cheese are also produced. 

Schools. There are inthecounty 134 public schools, taught, 
during the year 1846, an average period of eight months. In 
these Bchoole, 9841 children received instruction, at an expense 
for tuition of 811,236. The district libraries contained 16,895 
volumes. 



Reuqioos Dbnomimations, Meihodists, Baptists, Presbyte- 
rians, Unitarians, Universalists, Episcopalians, Congregation' 
atists, Friends, and Dutch Reformed. 

There are forty-one churches, and fifty-nine clergymen, of all 
denominations, in the county. 

HisTOBT. This county was first settled by emigrants from 
New England. It was all included in the grant to Massachu- 
setts ; the towns ofBarre, Carlton, Gaines, Ridgeway, Shelby, 
and Yatea were comprised in the Holland Land Company's 
purchase ; whilst Murray, Clarendon, and Kendall, belonged to 
the Pulteney estate. 

Murray, the oldest town in the county, was organized in 1803, 
In a settlement so recent, there is of course little of historical 
interest. 

In Ridgeway and its vicinity are remains of Indian for tifica- 

ViLLAGES. Albion, a village in the town ofBarre, is the seat 
ol' justice for the county. It is pleasantly situated upon tiie 
canal, near the centre of the ceunty. 

A flourkhing female seminary is here located, and an incor- 
porated academy. It is surrounded by a ricli and fertile coun- 
try, and is a neat and thriving village. Population, 1600. 

RoUey is a pleasant village in the town of Murray. It has 
some manufactures. A short distance east of the village, is the 
Holley embankment, one of the Ingest on the canal, elevated 
seventy-six feet above the creek. Population 400, 
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Medina, a thriving village in the town of Murray, was incor- 
porated in 1833. It has some manufactures. Population, 1800. 

Knowlesville, in the same town, is agrowing village. Popu- 
lation, 600. 

Gainfa, in the town of the same name, has an incorporated 
academy. Population, 700. 



LVI. CHEMUNG COUNTY. 

Valuation, 1845, Sa,46*,6a4. 




1. Chemung, 1791. 

2. Elmira, 1793. 

3. Catharinea, 170; 

4. Big Flats, 1833. 

5. Enn, 1833, 



6. South port, 1 

7. Catlin, 1833. 

8. Veleniii,1833. 

10, Dix, 1835. 
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Risers, O. Chemung, Ij. Newtown Creek, c. Cathavivie's. d. 

Cayuia. 
Battle Fields. Elmira. 
Villages. Euuira. Havana. 

BouNOAHiES. North by Steuben and Tompkbs; East by 
Tompkins and Tioga; South by the state of Penneylvania; and 
We^t by Steuben county. 

SuHPACB. This county forms part of the great table land ex- 
tending from the counties of Ulster and Greene, to the vicinity 
of Lake Erie. Its mean.elevation is about 1600 feet above tide 
water, but the northern portion declines gradually toward Sen- 
eca Lake, wboae waters are but 456 feet above the level of the 
ocean. The streams which pass through the county divide this 
otherwise level surtace into ridges, their banks being very high 
and precipitous. 

Rivers. The Chemung or Tioga river ia the principal stream 
of the county. The other streams are, Cayuta Creek, forming 
partofthe eaitem boundary, "VVynkoop, Baldwin's and New- 
town Creeks, tributaries of the Chemung, and Catharine's 
Creek, an inlet of Seneca Lake. 

Lakes. Cayuta Lake, in the northeastern part, is the only 
pond of importance in the county. Seneca Lake forms aportion 
of the northern boundary. 

Canals. The Chemung canal connects the vlHage of Eimira 
with Seneca Lake. 

Railroads. The route of the New York and Erie railroad ia 
laid out through this county. 

CuMATB. The climate, like that of the table land generally, 
is cool, but salubrious. The vicinity of Seneca Lake exerts 
some influence in modifying it. 

GEoLoev AND Minerals. The basis rock is secondary gray- 
wacke slate, sometimes mingled with shale, at others compact, 
and forming fine building stone. It is covered with a fine, close 
grained sandstone. In the northern part of the county are beds 
of limestone. The surface rocks belong to the Chemung sand- 
etone, except a small tract around Seneca Lake, where the 
Helderberg limestone makes its appearance. 

The mineral producUona of Cbepjung counly are few, and generally unimpor- 
tnnl. There is some marl, in varioua pails of the county, ana gypsum in Catha- 

Vegbtable Prodoctions. The soil is generally fertile; the 
pine plains in the towns of Big Flats and Elmira, which were 
formerly deemed wovthtess, are found by the application of 
plaster, to yield abundant crops. The timber of the county ia 
white pine, hemlock, spruce, oak, maple, elm, beech, ash, linden, 
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&c. The maple is very abundant, and yields large quantities of 
sugar. 

Tlie soil of the uplands is betler adapted (o grass than graiKi 
butthe valleys yield abundantly the various grains, peas, beans 
^id hops. 

PoBsuiTs. The people of the county are mostly, devoted to 
agriculture; attention being paid to grazing in the uplands, 
and to the growing of grain in the more fertile valleys. 

Manufactures are also increasing in importance. Flour, 
lumber, cloth, iron and leather, are the principal articles, 

The opening of a navigable communication between the Hud- 
son and Susquehanna, tlirough the Seneca Lake and Erie 
canal, by means of the Chemung canal, hasopened a market to 
the inliabitants of Chemung county, and been productive of ex- 

The Corning and Blossburg railroad, which pours a portion 
of the mineral wealth of Pennsylvania into Hew York, hasalso 
been of great advantage to the county. 

Staple Productions. Oats, wheat, corn, buckwheat, butter, 
and cheese. 

Schools. There are in the county 128 schools, maintained 
during the year 1846, an average period of seven months, 
affording instruction to 7962 children, at an expense ibr tuition 
of ©10,336. The district libraries contained 13,197 volnmes. 

Religious Denominations. Methodists, Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists, Episcopalians, and Friends. There are twenty-six 
churches, and forty-one clergymen, of all denominations. 

History. The first white settlers in this county located in 
Elmira, Southport and Big Flats, between 1786 and 1792, 
having become acquainted with the country while engaged in 
General Sullivan's expedition, in 1779. They were mostly 
from Pennsylvania, and from Orange county in this state. Cat- 
lin, Catharines, and Veteran, were settled soon ailer, by emi- 
grants from Connecticut ; Erin by Dutch and Scotch emigrants 
from New Jersey and Delaware county j and Chemung by emi- 
grants from Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. During General 
Sullivan's campeiign in 1779, of which we have spoken in the 
historical sketch of the state, he encountered the enemy's force, 
consisting of somewhat more than 1000 Indians and tories, under 
Brantand ColonelsButlerandJohnson, at Efmira, in this county. 
The battle which ensued, called " the battle of the Chemung," 
was a severe and bloody one. It terminated in the defeat of 
the enemy, and thedestruction of their towns. The land in this 
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county, waa sold to Ihe setflera, in 1788, at eighteen cents per 

Villages, &c, ELM[s\,the county seat, is admirably situated 
for the purposes of trade, being in the midsi of a fertile valley of 
considerable extent, and connected with Pennsylvania and Ma- 
ryland, by means of the Susquehanna river, and with almost 
everypartofNewYork.bytbe Chemung canal. It is also on the 
routeofthe New York and Erie railroEid, and fromila commer- 
cial facilities, must eventually become a place of considerable 
importance. The first settler in the town was Colonel John 
Hendy, a veteran who hadseFveduoderGeneralSuUivan. He 
united , in a remarkable degree, extraordinary courage and great 
physical power, and in hia conflicts with the Indians, often ex- 
hibited both. Population, 3300. 

In 1790, a treaty was negotiated at this place between the 
Indian tribes and the United States. Over 1000 Indians were 
present, and among them moat of the principal chiefs. In 1797, 
BImira was visited by Louis Phillippe, the present king of the 
French, accompanied by the Duke de Nemours, and the Duke 
de Berri. They had travelled on foot from Canandaigua to 
Elmira, a distance of seventy miles. Mr. Tower, whom they 
visited, fitted up an ark or flatboat, on board which he conveyed 
them to Harrisburg. 

The village has an incorporated academy and female semin- 
ary, both in a prosperous condition. Tliere is also a mechanics' 
association, which has a commodious hall and a public library. 
It is largely engaged in the manufacture and exportation of 
lumber, ten million feet of marketable planks and boards being 
exported annually. 

Cftemang, the earliest organized town in the county, has a 
hifly and broken surface, but much of it is fertile. In the south 
part of the town, is a mound called " Spanish hill," which but 
for its extent might be considered a work of art. It is elevated 
110 feet above and near the river's brink, and has upon its sum- 
mit vestiges of fortifications which display much skill and judg- 
ment. The entrenchments are regular and command the bed 
of the river. By whom they were constructed is unknown. 

Catharines, one of the early settled towns, was named after 
Caiharine Montour, the wife of an Indian sachem. This ex- 
traordinary woman was a native of Canada, a half breed, and 
had been carried into the Seneca country when only ten years 
of age, and adopted by one of its families. She possessed a 
good address and Imd great infiuence with her tribe, frequently 
accompanying the chiels to Philadelphia and other places where 
treaties were made. Her town, consisting of thirty houses and 
18» 
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farms in a high state of cultivation, was destroyed by General 
Sullivan, in 177H. 

Havana, in the town of Catharines, is a thriving village oa 
ttie Chemung canal. It has some manufactures. Population, 
1000. 

Fairport, formerly called Horaeheads, from the fact that 
General Sullivan here killed some seventy or eighty of his paick 
horses, to prevent their falling into the hand ol'the Indians, ia a 
thriving village in the town of Elraira. It is considerably en- 
gaged in the lumber trade. Population, 600. 

Millport, in the town of Veteran, is a village of some imports 
ance. It has a fine hydraulic power. Population, 500. 



LVn. FULTON COUNTY. 

Bquate miles. 500. Populatinn, 18,579. 

Organized, 1838. VBlualloD, ISIS, Sl,30a,T2i, 




1. Broadalljin, 1793. 

2. Mayfield, 1793. 

3. Johnstown, 1798. 

4. Northampton, 1801. 

5. Stratford, 1805. 
Movntams. EE. Kayadcr 

field mountain. 1. Klip Hill. 



Perth, 1838. 
Garoga, 1843. 
J.I. Au Sable range. 
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Mivera. a. Sacandaga. e. Cayaduta or Little CiiBaiis Creeli. f. 

Fish. b. East Canada, i. Garoga. 
Lahes. m. Fish Lalte. n. Garoga Lakes. 
Battle Fields. Johnstown. 
Villages. Johnstown. Kingsbovough. 

BooNDAHrsH. North by Hamilton county; East by Saratoga 
county ; South by Montgomery county, and West by Herkimer 
county. 

SuHPAOE. Mountainous. The Kayaderoseeras and Au Sable 
ranges traverse tlie county. Mayfield mountain and Klip hill 
are local names g-iven to spurs of these ranges. 

Rivers. On the eaat the county is drained by Sacandaga 
river and its brandies, West Stoney and Mayfield creeks. On 
the Booth by Chucteimnda, Cayaduta, Garoga and Zimmer- 
man's creeks, all flowing into the Mohawk, and on the west by 
East Canada Creek and its tributaries, Ayres, Fish and Sprite 
Creeks. 

Lakes. Fish Lake and the Garoga Lakes are the only con- 
siderable sheets of water in the county. 

Climate. Healthful, but from the elevation of much of the 
surface, cool. 

Geology ajio Minerals. The rocks of the northern part of 
the county are primitive, consisting ol" gneiss, in some of its 
forms. As we approach nearer the Mohawk, the calciferous or 
earlier UniMtone makes ita appearance, particularly in the east- 
ern part of the county. InMajfield.the limestone denominated 
by Geologists, birdseye, is found, and on the southern limits of 
the county, the Trenton iimestone. 

TJie county does nol a|:^ar lo be rloh in niinemla. Mica, garnet, grcfin feld- 
spar, and potphytidc gaaJBs, are the principal yet diBCOvered. Qkhhtx, in fine 

Soil and Vegetaslb Productions. The soil of the southern 
portion of the county is rich and fertile, and well adapted to 
grain. Oak, hickory, ash, maple, &.o. are the principal forest 
trees. In th ; northern part of the county the hemlock and oak 
are found, and tlie land is less lerlile. 

Pursuits. Agriculture is the pursuit of a majority of the 
inhabitants. In the southern towns a considerable quantity of 
grain is raised ; in the northern, more attention is paid to the 
rearing of cattle, sheep and swine, and to the products of the 

Manufactures also form an important pursuit in the county, 
and are annually increasing in value. The prindpal articles of 
manufacture are leather, (for which the hemlock forests of the 



: I, Google 



408 STATE OF NEW VORK, 

northern portion aflbrd great facilidee,) buckRkiii gloves and 
mittena, which are made here in larger quantities than aiiy 
where else iathe Uailed States ; flour, lumber and paper. 

There is no commerce froni the want of navigable streams. 
There are no mines. 

The Staple PdODWcnoNa are butter, cheese, woo!, oats, rye, 
flax, potatoes and corn. 

Schools. There are 105 public schools in the county. The 
average number of montlia during which schools are maintained 
is seven. The expenses of public school inBtruction in 1846, 
were ^7168, and Ihe number of scholars 5593. The district li- 
braries coatained ll,3^i volumes. Three private schools had 
nineteen pupils, and two academies eighty-five scholars. 

Reuolous Dbnomiwations. Presbyterians, Methodists, Bap- 
tists, Dutch Reformed, Unitarians, Episcopalians and Univer- 
salistB. There are in the county thirty-two churches, and 
twenty-nine clergymen, of all denominations. 

History. The first settlements in this county, appear to have 
been made by German emigrants, in 1724, at Oppenheim mid 
Ephrata. The settlements about Johnstown were made be- 
tween 1760 and 1770, through tlie influence of Sir William 
Johnson and Iiis family. In 1754 or 1765, Sir William erected 
the residence known as Johnson. Hall, one mile west of the vil- 
lage of Johnstown, and resided there till his death. A sketch of 
hia life has already been given, under Montgomery county. 
The possessions of the baronet in this, as well as in Montgom- 
ery county, were confiscated after the revolution, and sold. 

On Sunday, the 31st of May, 1780, Sir Jolm Johnson made 
an incursion into Johnstown, and burned thirty-three houses, 
lulled eleven persons and wounded a number more. Colonel 
Visscher, one of those who were wounded, was scalped and left 
for dead, but finally recovered. 

In October, 1781, the battle of Johnstown was fought, on the 
Hall Farm, in Johnstown. 

A body of tories and Indians, about 700 in number, under the 
command of the inlmman Rosa and Walter Butler, had made 
a descentupon the valley of theMohawk, to plunder and butcher 
its inhabitants. They had proceeded tiiua far, marking their 
course with Are and blood, when Colonel Marinus Willet, with 
a body of Mohawk valley troops, attacked them, and after a se- 
vere action compelled them to retreat. They were closely pur- 
sued, and it WEia during their flight, that the infamous Butler 
met with the fate he so justly merited, at the hand ol'an Oneida 
Indian." The loss of the Americans, in this conflict, was about 

•Itia related that when Butler was woundfdiBnd the Onsida Indian who had 
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Jbrty. Nearly the same number of the enemy were killed, and 
about fifty taken prigonerei. 

Villages. Johnstown is a fine and thriving Tillage, in the 
town of the same name. Its location was selected by Sir Will- 
iam JohnsoD, and several of its pi:^lic edifices erected by him. 

It has a flourishing academy, the bell of which was the gift of 
Queen Anne, to a chapel called afler her, which wa? destroyed 
during the revolution. It is the county seat. Population JODO. 
Kingsboro' is another villeige in the same township, famous 
for the maaufacture of deerskin gloves and mittens. It has an 
academy of some note. Population 400. 

Gloversville, in the same township, is also celebrated for the 
manufacture of mittens, gloves and moccasins, of buckskin. 
Population 400. 

At the confluence of Mayfield creek with the Sacandaga river, 
is the Fish House village, so named from Sir William John- 
son's summer residence, which stood at this point, and at which 
he was accustomed to spend a considerable portion of each sum- 
mer, in hunting, fishing and rural amusements. 

About 1000 acres of the Vl^e, or great marsh, extending over 
some 5000 acres, tie in this vicinity, and afford a valuable range 
for cattle in the dry season, and a line fishing and hunting 
ground for the sportsman. 

JRaiBsonviUe, in the town of Broadalbin, is a village of some 
importance. Population 500. 

iwerer laaocanl and helpless, who hadlmploTECl 11 al his haods, 
erfromllie Indian. "Me give yon Sherrj lallaj quacte™,"wafl 
■ of Ihe eavsge ; allndina to Ihe bloody inasBacre of Cherry vallej. 
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LVm. HAMILTON COUNTY. 

:e Miles, 10G4, Population, laai. 




: I, Google 



AMILTON COUNTY. 



1. Wells, 1S05. 5. ATietta, 1837. 

3. Lake Pleasant, 1313. 6. I^ng Lake, 1833. 

3. Hope, 18IS. 7. Gilman, 1839. 

4. Morehouse, 1833. 

Mountaina. EE. Kayacierosseras. GG. Chateaugay. HH. Clinton 

rnnge. JJ. An Sable range. 
Sitrers. a. Sacandaga. b. Oxbow, c. Moose, d, Indian, f. West 

Canada Creek. 
Lakes, h. Teralt. j. Long. k. Osbow. 1. Piseco. IJ. Pleasant. 
Villages. Piseco. Lake Pleasant. 

BouNDAHiEB. North by St. Lawrence and Franklin counties ; 
East by Eases Warren and Saratoga ; South by Fulton and 
Herkimer, and West by Herkimer, counties. 

Surface. The surface of this county is mountainous, four 
chains of mountains travereing it, viz: the Kayaderosseras, 
Clinton, Chateaugay and Au Sable ranges. Much of it is cov- 
ered with dense forestB ajid lakes, presenting to the eye an ap- 
pearance very similar, probably, to that of New England, two 
hundred years ago. The hills are generally susceptible of cul- 
tivation, the soil being strong and productive, and considerable 
tracts as arable and fertile as the timber lands of the west. 

BivBBs. The principal streams which drain the county are 
the Racket, Indian, Sacandaga, Oxbow, Moose and Beaver 
rivers, and West Canada creek. 

Lakes and Ponds. These Eue almost innumerable, and in 
the purity of their waters, the picturesque Emd majestic scenery 
which surrounds them, the abundance of trout and other fish 
which they aflbrd, are equal to any in the world. 

Long, Indian, Racket, Transparent, Clinch, Crotchet, Pleas- 
ant, Round, Piaeco. Elm, Oxbow, Beaver and Squaw lakes, are 
the principal. The forests abotmd with deer and other game, 
not excepting panthers, bears, catamounts and wolves. 

Climate. From its elevation, as well as the density of its 
forests, the climate is cold, and the winters long. 

Geology and Minerals. The county belongs ahnoHt entirely 
to the great northeastern primitive formation; and its rocks are 
mainly granite, gneiss and hypersthene. 

Iron has been discovered, and probably the other metals and 
minerals of a primitive country exist. The ore of iron discov- 
ered is the magnetic, and of escelleot quality. 

Vegetable Productions. The timber is principally beech, 
maple, black birch, butternut and elm ; the lower range of hills 
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produces pines of gigantic growth. Portions of the county are 
well adapted to the culture of grain, 

PuasuiTs. The inhabitants are mostly devoted to agriculta- 
ral pureuita and fishiog. The county possesaes much land suit- 
able for grazing'. 
The manufactures are principally doinestic. 
Staple Pboductions. Butter, cheese, lumber, corn, oals, 
buckwheat and potatoes. 

School.* There are twenty-six schools in the county, at- 
tended by 690 children. The number of months in which schools 
were taught, during the year 1346, was five, and the amount 
paid for teacher's wages ©677. The number of volumes in the 
district libraries was 1043. 
There is one private school in the county. 
ReuQiotis Denominations. Baptists and Methodists. There 
are three churches and three clergymen, of all denominations, 
in the county.' 

IIisToBY. Very little can be said of the early history of this 
county. The first settlers probably removed from the counties 
of Montgomery and Fulton, into the wilderness. The first town 
was organized in 1805. Jn some sections of the county consid- 
erable bodies of Welch emigrants have located themselves. 

Villages. Piseco, on the Piseco lake, in Arietta, has been 
designated as the county seat. It is a small but pleasant vil- 
lage. 

Lake Pleasant, on the lake of the eame name, is a small vil- 
lage. It is a favorite resort for sportsmen and anglers. 
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LIX. WYOMING COUNTY. 

Square Milea about SflO. Poputation, 31,5Se. 

Organtzea, 1841. Valualion,* 1345, S3,115a,7f 




1. Sheldon. 

3. Middlebuty, 1812. 

3. Gainesville, 181*. 

4. Perry, 18U. 

5. Orangeville, 1816. 

6. Covington, 1817. 

7. Bennington, 1813, 

8. China, 1818. 
moert. N.Genesee River. 

raugas. g. Nanskoy. n. Cayugi 
Falls, a. Portage Falls. 
Lakes. 1. Silver. 
Villages. Warsaw. Attica. Gi 



Attica, 1831. 

Castile, 1831. 

Wethetsfield, 1823, 

Eagle, 1833. 

Pike, 1837 

Warsaw, 1828. 

Java, 1833. 

Genesee Falls, 1846. 

,'s Creak, d. Seneca, f, Catta- 
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ScBpACB. This county occupies, for the moat part, the second 
of those elevated tableaux, or plains, which stretch from Lake 
Ontarioto the southern border of the state, and which are divi- 
ded from each other by steep and almost perpendicular precipi- 
ces. The table land oq which most of Wyoming couiiiy lies, 
coramencee with the ledge, which runs through the southern 
towns of Geoesee county, and over which the waters of Allen's 
creek are precipitated in Le Boy, and rises with an ascent not 
exceeding ten or twelve feet to the mile, to the ledge over which 
the Genesee river falls, at Portageville. 

There are no mountain ridges in tlie county, and the declivity 
of the land is but just suiBcient to drain it. 

RiTEHs. The Genesee river forms the southeastern bound- 
ary of tlie c«unty, for a distance of nearly twenty miles, and in 
itsfall over the ledge, at Genesee falls, furnishesa valuable hy- 
draulic power. 

The other principal streams of the county are Allen's creek, 
(named from the ferocious villain known, for many years, in this 
region, as Indian Alien,) Tonawanda, Cayuga, teneca, Wis^ 
koy, and Nunskoy creeks. 

Lake. Silver lake, lying partly in Perry and partly in Cas- 
tile, is a beautiful little sheet of water, five eighths of a mile 
wide, and three raileslong, elevated several hundred feet above 
the Genesee river. 

The CUM4TB is generally salubrious. The ptevEiiling diseases 
are of a bilious type. 

Geology abd Minehals. The county lies almost entirely 
within the bounds of the Erie gruup. In the north the Ludlow- 
viUe shales predominate. In the soath the Chemung sandstone 
is the prevailing rock. 

Cardonale of lime, etyataUized In ftnlaatio and aometimeB hesudful fMrna,* euI- 
pbate of lime, or gypsum, andiron pyrilesare abundam. There is some Rulphate 



Soil and Vegbt/lEle Productions. The soil is j, 
tile, particularly along the Genesee valley. The forest tr 
this county are, in the north part, the beech, maple, hemlock 
and elm, with some oak. In the southern portion, pine, base- 
wood and ash. 

The principal crops are oats, wheat, potatoes, corn, flax, 
barley, peas and buckwheat. 

- Among ttipiDDBl aininlif oflhese forms are masses, weighin-fiotn len w IlirEB 
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PoRsniTS. Agriculture ia the principal pursuit. The eastern 
and northern towns are largely en°:aged in the culture of grain, 
particularly wheat and oate. The southern towns are better 
adapted to grazing. 

Manufactures are increasing in the county, but as yet are in 
their infiincy. Flour, leather, lumber, pot and pearl ashes, and 
woollen goods are the principal articles. The entire value of 
the goods manufactured in the county, in 1845, was estimated 
at 8412,000. 

' There are no inines or quarries, of importance, in the county. 

The GJenesee river canal, affords a convenient mode of trans- 
portation for the produce of tlie eastern towns of the county. 

Staple Productions. Oats, wheat, potatoes, butter, cheese, 
wool, beef, pork and lumber. 

Schools. There were, in 1846, 193 district schools, in this 
county. The average amount of instruction given in these was 
eight months. 20,479 volumes were reported in the district 
school libraries ; and gl2,946 was (he amount paid for the in- 
struction of 11,517 children. 

There were also eight private and select schools, with SSO pupiia, in the 

Reuqious Dewominations. Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, CongregationaUsts, Universalis is, Episcopalians, Roman 
Catholics and Dutch Reformed. There are in the county fifty- 
four churches and sisty-four clergymen, of all denominations. 

History. The first settler in this county was Mr. Elizur 
Webster,- who removed from New England, and settled in the 
present town of Wareaw, in 1803. His daughter, (now the 
wife of Hon. A. W. Young of this county,) was the first child 
bom in the county. Many of the early settlers were from 
Washington and the adjacent counties in Vermont. These 
generally settled in the vicinity of Warsaw. 

As a part of the Genesee valley, its fertility attracted a host of 
emigrants to its borders, and though the youngest county in the 
slate in its organization, it occupies a middle rank in population. 

Much of the land was formerly owned by the Holland Land 
Company, but it has, within a few years been very generally 
purchased by actual settlers. 

The Gardeau tract, or flats, was atract of about 10,000 acres, 
lying on the Genesee river, partly in the town of Castile, which 
the Indians reserved in a treaty with Robert Morris, in 1797, 
as a gift to the Seneca white woman, Mary Jemison.' 

ij7M^Indii^fain'lj^uiVeint)taoed\h"[ndiL7iat^, Sbilsandc^ She was 
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Wyoming county Tormed part of Genesee county, till 1841, 
when it was organized as a separate county, and, in 1846, the 
towns of Eagle andPike, and that portion of Portage lying west 
of Genesee river, were talten from Allegany county and an- 
nexed to it. The last town received the name of Genesee Falls. 

ViLLioEH, &c. Warsaw, the county seat, in the town of the 
same name, was settled by emigrantB from New England, who 
were highly intelligent and religious, and to this day it is chfirac- 
terized by the intelligence and morality of its inhabitants. It is 
situated in the midst of a fine agricultural district, and has some 
manufactures. The first church edifice erected west of the 
Genesee river, was standing in Warsaw a few years since. 
Popu ation BQQ. 

Perry ia a thriving and busy town, considerably engaged in 
manufactures. There are two villages in the town, Perry and 
Perry CuTitre. There is an academy at Perry, of some note, 
and a number of manufacturing establishments. Population 1200. 

At Perry Centre a literary institution, called the Perry Centre 
Institute, has recently been established. 

Middlebury has a flouriahinf academy, incorporated in 1817, 
located in the village of Wyoming, which is situated in a pleas- 
ant valley, and has a population of about 600. 

Genesee Falls, in the town of the same name, formerly called 
Portageville, is situated at the fliUs of the Genesee river, one of 
the most romantic and interesting locations in western New 
York. In the space of two miles there are three distinct falls, 
of 60, 90, and 110 feet, each possessing beauties of a character 
peculiar to itself. The banks of the river tower up in stupend- 
ous perpendicular walls, more than 400 feet in height, and are 
crowned witli gigantic evergreens, which, from their venerable 
appearance, seem to have maintained their position for ages. 

Notwithstanding tlie immense depth to which the bed of the 
river has been worn, its turns are short andgraceful, giving the 
admiring visitor new, though limited views, at every stage of 
his progress. 

In June, 1817, a land slide of about fifteen acres took place 
from the side of a hill in this town, into the river, which for some 
time completely dammed it, leaving a perpendicular hank more 
than 100 feet in height. 

The hydraulic power fiirnished by the falls of the Genesee, ia 
improved to a considerable extent. Population 800. 

matrled twice lo Indian diiefa, and died in Senleinber, 1833, hi the age r.f ninety or 
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TABLE in. H. 



Domestic Manufactures. 

Number of yards of fulled cloth mannfacturea in Ibe 

fammes of the stale, in 18U, . . . 1,664,366 

Nnmberofyordsofclolhnotfnlled, , . 2,650,116 

" " linen, cotton, Brother doth, 2,115,651 



TABLE III. C. 

The ibilowing table comprises artidea not enmnerated it 
sua of 1845, but reported in the United States census for 
most of the items there has been considerable increase, ' 
tica are for the whole state. 
Hardware and cutlery were manufactured in 1810 to the 

amotintof i 



Confectionary, 
Hats and Caps, 
Bricks and lime, 
Precious metals, 
Other metals, 
Tobacco, 
Pottery, , 
Gun Powder, 
Musical Insttutnenta, 
Furniture, 

Tallow and Wax Candles, 

Drugs and Pa.ints, 

Turpentine and Varnish, 

Cannon, 

Small Arms, . 

Granite, Marble, &c. 

Chocolate, 



506,BQi 
riij5,63C 
877,810 
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